Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



THE 

BRITISH ESSAYISTS. 



FORTY VOLUMES. 
VOL. XXVI. 



^ 



4- 



(- 




CollEMAH. 



J..mJ.-»l\^lt'*'J t^TT^M rlt„^-^i, .1^.,^ 



BRITISH ESSAYISTS. 

PREFACES, 

BIOWinaCAL, HISTORICAL, AND CRITICAL. 
'.JAMBS FERGUSON, ESQ. 




r.,;:-y.'^r 



>»• r 



/^ 



I 



,■^1:: 



234191 



V . » 



• •• • 

• • 

•• • • 






_ •• • » -• • 

• •• •/• • • 

• • • • • • 



HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL 



PREFACE 



TO 



THE CONNOISSEUR. 



iW ESSRS. CoLMAN and TnottNTON seem to 
have undertaken this work jointly. They were 
at the period of its commencement at the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. The following account of 
the partnership in the undertaking is given in 
the last paper of the work. ** We have not 
only joined in the work taken altogether/* says 
the writer of N* 140, " but almost every single 
paper is the joint product of both : and, as we 
have laboured equally in erecting the fabric 
we cannot pretend that any one particular part 
is the sole ^vorkmanship of either. A hint has 
Connoisseur. b 
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perhaps been started by one of us, improved by 
the other, and still further heightened by an 
happy coalition of sentiment in both, as fire is 
struck out by a mutual collision of flint and 
steel. Sometimes, like Strada^s lovers convers- 
ing with the sympathetic needles, we have writ- 
ten papers together at fifty miles distance from 
each other : the first rough draft or loose mi- 
nutes of an essay have often travelled in the 
stage coach from town to country, and from 
country to town: and we have frequently 
waited for the postman (whom we expected 
to bring us the precious remainder of a 
Con>joiss£Ur) with the same anxiety, as we 
should wait for the half of a bank note, with- 
out which the other half would be of no value." 
Although this work perhaps obtained less of 
the publiq esteem than The Worlds The AtU 
venturer^ and The Rambler, which appeared 
nearly at the same period, yet several papers in 
it perhaps surpass any in those performances, 
with respect to that humourous delineation of 
the current manners, which fcnrms so agreeable 
and aj^ropriate a part of a periodical work. 
The Connoisseur likewise displays classical 
reading and taste, but is^ ratber defective in 
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depth and solidity of thought, and betrays the 
juvenility of the writers. 

George Colman was the son of Mr. Col- 
man, British resident at the court of the Duke 
of Tuscany, and of a sister of the Countess of 
Bath. He was born at Florence about 173B. 
He recrived his early education at Westmin- 
ster School, where he had for companions, 
Uoyd, Churchill, Thornton, and others af* 
terwards distinguislied in the literary world. 
He appeared as a poet while at school, in a 
copy of verses addressed lo his cousin. Lord 
Pulteney, printed in the St. James's Maga- 
ime. A.t a proper age he was removed to 
Christ Church College, Oxford. There he gave 
a display of the liveliness of his parts, by en- 
gaging with his friend Thornton in writing this 
weekly periodical paper, which was continued 
from January, 1754, to September 1756, and 
afterward published collectively in, four vols. 
12u)o. Colman left Oxford after taking his 
degree of M.A. and fixed his residence in the 
metropolis. The law v as his destined profes- 
sion; he entered at Lincohrs-Inn, and in due 
tirae was called to the bar ; but his inclination 
led' him exclusively TO literary pursuits. In 

62 
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1760 he produced a pleasant dramatic piece» 
entitled " Polly Honeycombe," which was acted 
at Drury-lane with great success, l^his led the 
way to a more considerable effort ; and in the 
next year his play of " The Jealous Wife"" wad 
presented. This was generally accounted the 
best comedy that had appeared for many years. 
Its reception was highly favourable, and it still 
keeps an occasional place on the stage. In 1764 
the death of Ijord Bath gave him possession of 
a handsome annuity, which received an aug« 
mentation on the death 6f Geiieral Pulteney, in 
1767. In the mean time he had continued to . 
write for the stage, and had ^produce4 some 
entertainments, and altered pieces; and, in 
1766, in conjunction with Garrick, had brought 
out that excellent comedy ^' The Clandestine 
Marriage," which^ in point of natural humorous 
portraiture, is scarcely exceeded by any similar 
composition of modern times. He had like^ 
wbe given proof of his taste and scholarship by 
a translation of all the plays of Terence into a 
kind of loose blank verse, which a{4)eared to 
him the happiest parallel of the iambic of the 
ancients. This performance gained him much 
credit, though his choice of an ambiguous 
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measure, which was neither verse nor prose, 
^d not meet with universal approbation. 
Though now in independent circumstances, 
he did not choose to devote himself to an in- 
dolent life; but, in 1768, he took a share in 
the property and management of Covent Gar- 
den Theatre, along with Messrs. Harris, Powell, 
and Rutherford. This divided empire was 
attended with differences, which, after several 
warm appeals to the public, terminated in Col- 
man's divesting himself of his share. 

Not long aft'cr, he again engaged in theatrical 
concerns, in consequence of his purchase of the 
Hay market Theatre from Foote. Acting thus 
uncontrolled, he conducted his business with 
great spirit and judgment, supplying the the- 
atre with various pieces, either original, altered, 
or translated, and bringing forward several 
performers, who became favourites with the pub- 
lic, especially in comedy. In 1783 he added to 
his reputation as a classic scholar, by a metrical 
version of ** Horace'^s Art of Poetry/' To this 
he prefixed a new system of the scope and plan 
of the author in writing his epistle, which he 
supported with much ingenuity, and as much 
probabilify as so desultory a composition would 

i3 
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admit. Tlie translation itself is written in 
style of easy and elegant familiarity^ and i 
illustrated with valuable and critical notes 
In 1787 he collected many of his small pieces 
and published them in three volumes 12m< 
with the title of " Prose on several Occasion 
accompanied with, some Pieces of Verse." Th! 
miscellany contains two series of papers, entitle 
*« The Genius,^ and " The Gentleman,'' on 
ginally published in two newspapers; son 
numbers of " Terrae FiUus,*' written at Oj 
ford; Prefaces to editions of Massinger, an 
Seaumont and Fletcher; and various oth( 
pieces of verse and prose, mostly of the ligl 
and humourous kind; the translation of He 
race's Art of Poetry is also added. A parallyt 
stroke, with which he was seized in 1 789, a 
fected'his understanding, so as to bring c 
symptoms of derangement, ending in idiotc^ 
In consequence of this melancholy state, tl: 
management of the theatre was committed I 
his son; and he died in August, 1794, in h 
sixty-second year. 

The colleague of Mr, Colman in this worl 
as well as many other of his literary labour 
as we have stated, was Mr. Bonnell Thoki 
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TON. This gentleman was the son of an apo« 
thecary, and born in &4 aiden-Iane, London, 
in 17^4. He was educated at W'^estminster 
School, and from thence elected to Christ 
Church, Oxford, where he engaged with Col- 
man and others, in a periodical work entitled 
The Student. This amusing publication was 
issued from the press in monthly numbers. It 
was printed at Oxford, for Mr. Newberry of 
St Paul's Church Yard. Mr. Thornton, 
though not the principal conductor of this 
yforkj was a copious contributor. His first 
essay appeared in the first number, in ^' The 
Comforts of a Retired Life." The whole of. 
the numbers of th^ Student were afterwards 
collected and pubUshed in two volumes, which 
ate scarce,- and sell at a high price. 

In 1752 Thornton commenced a periodical 
work, entitled " Have at ye ail, or the Drury 
Lane Journal," in opposition to Fielding's 
" Covent Garden Journal." Thornton took his 
degree of Master of Arts, April 7, 1750, and in 
conformity to his father's desire, who wished him 
to make physic his profession, he took the de« 
greeof Bachelorof that faculty, M^y 18, 1754 ; 
but his incUnation, like that of his colleague. 
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Cblman, did not lead him to the severer stir* 
dies, and about this period they joined their 
stock of talent, and commenced the ConnoiS" 
seur, WTiat share Thornton had in the Cow- 
noisseur cannot be ascertained, but it is be- 
lieved to be less than that of his partner. His 
habits were early relaxed ; and although with- 
out a natural disposition to indolence, he was 
easily led from regular pursuits, and was con- 
sequently not noted for punctuality in his pe- 
riodical supplies. As an occasional writer, how- 
ever Mr. Thornton was profuse in his contri- 
butions to different magazines and newspapers. 
Those indeed to the Public Advertiser were 
numerous, and when the St. James's Chronicle 
was projected, he became a proprietor, and a 
valuable contributor to its columns. In the year 
176 1 Thornton had it in contemplation to treat 
with Mr. Rich for the patent of Covent-gar- 
den theatre, but the negociation proved abor- 
tive. He had, however, now given up all idea 
of the employment to which he was bred, and 
became an author by profession, and a general 
satirist, nor was it with his^ pen only that he 
exercised his humour. He projected an exhi- 
bition of Sign Paintings, a scheme which at 
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first appeared so preposteroiw as to give no 
hopes of patronage, but which actually took 
place at his house in Bow-street, Covent-gar- 
den. To this colUection of daubings, Hogarth 
is said to have contributed a few touches in 
chalk. The wit of this strange exhibition will 
perhaps be better understood by a few speci- 
mens from the Catalogue, than by any general 
character. The Catalogue was intended to 
convey the projector's meaning, where he had 
any, and among its numerous articles we have, 
•* N** 9, The Irish Arms, by Patrick O'Blaney, 
N. B. Captain Terence O'Cutier stbod for 
them" These arms were a pair of extremely 
thick legs in white stockings, and black gar- 
ters. " N* 16, A Man," nine tailors at work, 
'* N**35, A Man in his element a Sign for an 
Eating House;" a cook roasted on a spit at a 
kitchen fire, and basted by the devil. " N" 86, 
A Man out of his Element," a sailor fallen off 
his horse with his skull lighting against the ten- 
mile stone from Portsmouth. ** N° 64, View 
of the Road to Paddington : with a presenta- 
tion of the Deadly Never Green, that bears 
Fruit all the year round. The Fruit at full 
length. By Hogarty/' Tyburn with three 
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felons on the gallows. The critics deemed thii '^^ 
piece remarkable for the execution, ** N* 71^ % 
Shave for a Penny, Let Blood for Nothing f f p 
man under the hands of a barber-surgeon^ wha ^ 
shaves and lets blood at the same time, by cut- * 
ting at every stroke of his razor. Some humouif | 
was also intended in the juxta-position of soniQ l 
of the signs, as '* The Three Apothecaries^' 
Gallipots," and " The Three Coffins, its Com- * 
panion,^' &c. &c. This attempt to amuse th« 
** lovers of fun," howevef, could not be ^x- | 
pected to last, or to be repeated. 

In 1766, encouraged, as he says, by the sue-' 
cess of his friend Colman^s translation of Te- 
rence, he published two volumes of a transia* 
tion of Plautus in blank verse. This work wa» 
not very successful, yet Warburton said of it, 
that ** he never read so just a translation, in so 
pure and elegant a style,'' In 1767, our au- 
thor published " The Battle of the Wigs." as 
an addition^ Canto to Garth's Dispensary, the 
subject of Which was the disputes then subsist- 
ing between the Fellows and Licentiates of the 
College of Physicians. His ** City Latin," in 
ridicule of the inscription on Blackfriers' Bridge^y. 
is still remembered. 
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Iq 17^^* ^^' Thornton married Miss Syl- 
via Bratfawaite, youngest daughter of Colonel 
Brathwaite, who was governor of Cape Coast 
Castle, in Africa . With this lady, Mr. Thorn- 
ton appears to have enjoyed the highest domes- 
tic felicity, for which he was eminently qualified 
by a most affectionate heart, until his projects 
weve closed by bad health, whi^h hurried him 
to his grave in the 44th year of his age, May 
9, 1768. He left a widow, a daughter, and 
two sons, of whom Dr. Thornton, physician, is 
the only survivor. 

The req)ective s^hares of Colman and Thobn* 
TO» in the Connoisseur have not been ascer- 
tained ; and there were some occasional contri- 
butors, whose papers are left in the same 
uncertainty. Among these we have to notice 
the Earl of Cork, who was likewise a contri- 
butor to the World. The authors, in, their last 
papers, acknowledge his Lordship's services in 
these words; ** Our earliest and most frequent 
correspondent distinguished his favours by the 
signature G. K. and we are sorry that he will 
not allow us to mention his name, since it would 
reflect as much credit on our work, a^ we are 
.aura will redcMund^to H frpqa his contributions/' 
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The Rev. John DrNCOMBR wasacontiibul 
to the Connoisseur, The author in the 
paper thus speaks of him : ^' The next in 
ority of time is a gentleman of Cambrid| 
who signed himself ,A. B. and we cannot 
regret that he withdrew ' his assistance, af 
having obliged us with the best part of the 1< 
ters in N** 46, 49, and 52, and of the essays ii 
N- 02 and 64.'' 

Mr. John Duncombe was the only son of Mi^ 
William Duncombe, an ingenious writer, whof 
was descended from a family in Hertfordshire 
Our author was born in 1/29, and entered of 
Bone's or Corpus Christi College Cambridge^ 
in 1746, and distinguished himself by regulari^ 
ty of conduct and proficiency in polite literature'. 
He became fellow of his college, and afterwards 
took orders, and obtained a rectory in the city 
of Canterbury. He married in 1761, and was 
soon after put into the commission for the peate 
for the county of Kent, the duties of which of- 
fice he discharged with great ability. In 1 766 
he obtained a preachership in the cathedral of 
Canterbury, and in 1770 was appointed master 
of St Johtfs hospital in that city, and that of 
St. Nicholas^ Harbledow. He afterwards was 
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ifiesent^ to the vicarage of Heme, near Can- 
nbury. Thus placed in easy circumstances 
t'nd a respectacle station in life, he devoted his 
time to the duties of friendship and society, 
emfdoying his leisure from public services in 
the pursuits of elegant literature. He wrote 
t.very considerable number of poems, which 
have appeared in various collections, as those of 
Dodsl^, Pearch, and Nichols ; and several in 
a separate form. Of these, one of the best 
known is '' The Feminead,^ a commemora- 
tion of female excellence. Th^ general cha- 
iveter is ease and elegance, with a sprightly 
vein c^ humour when the subject called it 
'fijrth. He wrote .also a variety of prose 
essays in periodical works. He gave con- 
siderable assistance to his father when en- 
gaged in the translation of Horace. He 
published three sermons, and some anti- 
quarian papers in the Bibliotheca Topo- 
grapbica. He also edited various works; 
of which were *' The Correspondence of 
John Hughes Esq. ; <* The Earl of Corke's 
Lfetters from Italy;** and "Archbishop Her- 
ring^s Letters.^' He closed an useful and 
benevolent life in 1 785. 
ComioisMur. ' c 
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The next contributor to the ConnoMUur 
elaims our attention is Mr. William Cowp 
the, distinguished author of ^^ The Task.^ 
gentleman was bom at Berkhamstead, in Hm%4!!\ 
fordshire, in 1732. His father, the rector <£'' 
the parish, was John Cowper, D.D. nephew M . 
Lord Chancellor Cowper. Mr. Cowper was ed^^ 
cated at Westminster school, and at that seodMlt 
nary he acquired the classical knowledge aaA 
correctness of ta$te for which it \» cdldtmtted^ 
but without any portion of the confident aoii' 
undaunted spirit which is supposed to be one oft , 
the most valuable acquisitions derived front. 
great schools to those who are to push their mj^ 
in th^ world. It appears, indeed, from hinf;: 
poemy entitled ^^ llrodnium,'^ that the inq^iw^ 
sions made on his mind from what he witnessed)^, 
were of the most unfavourable kind, and gfi;v#». 
him a permanent dislike to the system (^ pub^^v 
lie education. As through family interest thti^. 
honourable and lucrative place of clerk to thOi 
House of Lords had been provided for hkn, be« 
was entered at the Temple for the study of thsMf 
law, in order to qualify him for it^ In tbii(: 
situation hb manners were amiable and decent|<' 
and though it is probable that be did not t^vm^^ 
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ti indulge ill those pleasures which are uilual 
ittong young men similarly situated, yet there 
teems no reasons to suppose that he had any pe- 
tuliar cause for self-accusation. ^ His natural 
iiqpofiition was timid and diffident ; his spirits 
fiere constitutionally weak, even to the borders of 
•bscdute unfitness for w(^ldly concerns; so that 
Irlicai the time came for assuming that post to 
which he had been destined, he shrunk with 
Mich terror from the idea of making his appear- 
ance before the most august asssmbly in the 
nadoD, that, after a violent struggle with him- 
self, he actually resigned the employment, and 
with it all his prospects in life. It appears to 
)mte been under the a^tation of mind which 
this circumstance occasioned, and which threw 
bim into a serious illness, that he was led to ^ 
deep consideration of his state in a reli^ous 
view ; and from the system he had adopted, this 
course of reflection excited in him the most 
ahomAng and distressful apprehensions. In 
vain did his theological friends set before him 
tfaoBe encouraging views which the theory of 
Christian justification is calculated to present, 
and which to many is the source of a confidence 
as exces^Ve as their former fears ; the 

c2 



I 



XVI UlSTOBtCAL AND 

natural disposition of his mind fitted it to n 
all the horrors, without the consolations, of h 
fMth- We are told, that the terror of ete 
judgment, overpowered and wholly discrdot 
his faculties; and he remained seven months 3j 
a continual expectation of being instant 
plunged into final misery." In this shockiaj 
condition he became the subject of me<j 
care, and he was placed in the receptacle t 
lunatics kept by Dr. Cotton, of St, Alban's. 
amiable and worthy physician, and the authd 
of some well-known poems. At length he re- 1 
covered a degree of serenity ; but bis mind hti f 
act^uired that indelible tinge of melancholy by 
which it was ever after characterised, and which 
rendered his whole life little more than a suc- 
cession of intervals of comfort between long 
paroxysms of settled despondency. It is unne- 
cessary to follow him through all his scenes of 
retirement. Part of his lime was spent at th^ 
house of his relation, Earl Cowper. at Cole-^ 
green ; and part at Huntingdon, with his inti —' 
mate friend, the Rev. Mr. Unwin After th^ 
death of the latter, he removed with his widoi^ 
to Olney in Uuchingbamshire, which was thet 
forth the place of his residence. The affect* 
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lite intimacylie enjoyed with his lady is strong- 
ly expressed in the following lines, which have 
probably been understood by most readers as 
expressive of a conjugal union : 

- . Witness, dear companion of my walks, 

Whose arm tliis twentieth winter I perceive 
YBMt lock'd in mine, with pleasure such as loye 
CJonirm'd by long experience of thy worth 
And well-tried virtues could alone inspire — 
Witness a joy that thou hast doubled long. 

Task, B. I. 



At Olney he contracted a close friendship 
irith the reverend Mr. Newton, then minister 
there, and since rector of St. Mary Woolnot, 
London, whose religious opinions were in uni- 
son with his own. To a collection of hymns 
published by him, Mr. Cowper contributed a 
large number of his own composition. He first 
became known to the pubUc in general as a 
poet by a volume printed in 1782. The pieces 
of which it consisted were of a singular cast ; 
and if they did not at once place the writer 
high in the scale of poetic excellence, they suf- 
ficiendy established his claim to originality, and 
gave tok^is of a genius rather kept down by his 

c3 
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subject then deficient in native power. Th 
principal topics are Error, Truth, Expostula-' 
tion, Hope, Charity, Retirement, Conversation 9 
all treated upon religious principles, and not! 
without a considerable tinge of that rigour and. 
austerity which belonged to his system. To- 
this it must be attributed, that though naturally 
a man of kind affecti&ns, and more inclined tq:^ 
compassion than severity, yet, like the melan^ ^^ 
choly Jacques, 



most invectiTely he pierceth through 



The body of the country, eity, court. 

These pieces are written in rhymed^heroics^ 
which he commonly manages with little graoe*^ 
or attention to melody. The style is rather 
strong and forcible than poetic ; but though 
often prosaic, he is never flat or insipid ; and '" 
sometimes the poet breaks through in a vein of 
lively description or bold figure. Of his talent ^ 
for painting, a better specimen cannot be given ' 
than his draught of the melancholy man, pro- 
bably sketched from what too faithful remem- ^ 
brance suggested of himself: 



; Look where he comes— -In this embower'd alco?e J 
Stand close concealed, and see a statue more : 
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taps hoMj^ and eyes fixt, foot falling slow, 
Anm hanging idly down, hands clapsM below, 
Interprety to the marking' eye, distress, 
Sveh as its symptoms only can express. 
Hat tongae is silent now ; — that silent tongue 
Ccfold argue once, could jest or join the song. 
Could glTe advice, could censure or commend. 
Or charm the sorrows of a drooping friend. 
Beno'iiiic'd alike its office and its sport, 
Iti hrisfcer and its graver strains fall short ; 
Qokh £ul beneath a fever's secret sway. 
And like a su mmer brook are past away. 

Retikement. 

It does not appear that this volume excited 
much of the public notice ; but his second vo- 
lume, published in 1785, introduced his name 
to all the lovers of poetry, and raised him at 
least to an equality of reputation with any of his 
ooDtemporaries. This chiefly consists of « poem 
in six books, entitled << The Task,"* which 
name it derived from the injunction of a lady 
upon him to write a piece in blank verse, for 
the subject of which she gave him the Sofa. 
It sets out, indeed, with some sportive discus- 
sions of this topic^ but it soon falls into a serious 
strain of rural description, intermixed witli mo« 
ral sentiments and portraitures, which, under 
different titles is preserved through the six 
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books, with no perceptible method, but fired 
ranging from thought to thought, from tl 
image to its improvement, as unshackled fane 
suggests. It is difficult to determine whieh 
the most conspicuous excellence of this cham 
ing production. In the description of natur 
objects, it unites the most minute accuracy wit 
striking elegance And picturesque beaut 
Since Thomson, Cowper is the poet who h 
added most to the stock of natural imagery 
and his paintings are more exact than those < 
that writer, though generally less grand ai 
comprehensive. His manner^ indeed, has h 
some of his imitators into a kind of Dutch sty 
of painting, vjrhich has wasted the powers of d 
scription upon objects not worth the pains ; b 
Cowper himself is generally preserved by goc 
taste from this degradation of his art. Tl 
pious and moral reflections of the "Tasl 
touch the heart with irresistible force ; and i 
delineations of character are life itself, Tl 
personifications, and allegorical figures inte 
spersed, display high powers of fancy ; and tl 
picture of Winter riding on his sledgy car m^ 
vie in sublimity with any effort of poetical ii 
vention. The^ permanent colour of Uie dictic 
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case and finnoe, sometimes deviataur into ne* 
[[jBgeno^ but nunre free than perhaps any other 
|\)laiik Terse from the stiffness and tumidity 
vfaidi so commonly disfigure this mode of writ- 
bg. Although the peculiar religious system 
of the author b sufficiently discermble in the 
Task, it however appears with less gloom and 
nisteri^ than in his former pieces. There is 
added to this volume ^^Tirocinlum, or a Review 
of Schools,^ a piece of great strength, and re- 
plete with striking observation, whatever be 
thought of the dedsive sentence it pronounces 
agunst the public education of this country. 
The merry story of ^^ John Gilpin'* seems to 
inew (as indeed do many passages in his other 
works) that a strong perception of the ludicrous 
naturally balanced in his disposiuon the gloomy 
propensity which drcumstances rendered finally 
predominant. 

For the purpose of losing in employment 
those distressing ideas, which were ever apt to 
lecm*, he undertook the real task of translating 
into blank verse the whole of Homer^s Iliad and 
Odyssey. This work possesses much merit of 
eiecutkm, and is certainly a much more exact 
representation of the ancient bard than FopeV 
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orDaipental versum ; but though the epio di{ 
is well supported in diose passages ^hieh 
intrinsically poetical, yet where the simp 
of the iitatter in the original is elevated 
poetry solely by the force of sonorous vers 
tion, the poverty of English blank vera 
scarcely been able to prevent it from sin 
into mere prose. On the whole, this transL 
has probably been more praised than read 
the author, however, it was a most vah 
source of innocent amusement, and its con 
tion is mentioned by him with the regret 
on parting with a beloved companion. 

Nothing, however, was capable of dui 
relieving his mind from tlie hotrible impres 
it had undergone ; and absolute despair wa 
state in which it finally settled. He pj 
some of his latter years under the affectic 
care of a relation at East Dereham, in Nori 
nor did he entirely drop his literary em] 
' me;nts, and the occasional composition of pc 
till a short time before his death. This e 
took, place, after a gradual decline of strei 
on April 25th, 1800. 
, It is «aid Mr. Cowper wrote the pe 
N- 111, 115, 119, 134, and 138, in 
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CtMMOtMfur. Of these papers it may be truly 
Mod they are not inferior to any in the ccdtec* 
A tioa. That Mr. Cowper always had a quick 
tol tmse of the ludicrous in character and behavi- 
m«y is sufficiently evid^it from many passages^ 
in the Task; and his Jofi^^ Gilpin^ had it 
appeared in the days of Colman, Thornton, 
lioydj Churchill, &c. would have been con- 
^dered as an acquisition of the first import* 
ance to the lovers of humour. 

Mr. RoBBKT Lloyd, the unfortunate poet, 
was a contributor to the Connoisseur^ as was 
also Oeator Henlby, which the author of 
the concluding paper affirms in the following 
words : ** There are still remaining,'* says he, 
"two correspondents, who must stand by 
themselves; as they have wrote to us, not in 
an assumed character, but in propria persona. 
The first is no less a personage than Orator 
Henley, who obliged us with that truly origi- 

Inal letter, printed in N** 37. The other, who 
favoured us with a letter, no less original, — 
N" 70, we have reason to believe, is a Method- 
ist teacher, and a mechanic : but we do not 
know either his name or his trade. ^ 
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The Connoisseurs were collected after 
original publication into four volumes, 1 
Some of the papers were corrected, and 
passages transposed^ but no material alters 
were made. It has always been esteeme 
entertaining nrork, and, although in an 
rior degree, has contributed to the wise 
good purposes for which periodical wi 
was first intended. 
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CONNOISSEUR. 

BY MR. TOWN,' " 

CRITIC AND CENSOR GENERAL. 



N^l. TEttJRSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1754. 



Ordine geniis 



Mores, et studia, et populos, et pralia dicmn, Yirg. 

Their studies and pursuits in order shown, 
Tis mine to mark the Manners of the Town. 

As I have assumed the character of Censor-General 
1 shall follow the example of the old Roman Censor; 
tiie first part of whose duty was to review the people, 
and distribute them into their several divisions. I 
shall therefore enter upon my office, by taking a 
cursory survey of what is usually called the Town. 
In this I shall not confine myself to the exact method 
of a geographer, but carry the reader from one 
quarter to another, as it may suit my convenience, 
or best contribute to his entertainment. 

When a comedian, celebrated for his excellence in 

the part of Shylock, first undertook that character, 

he made daily visits to the centre of business, the 

'Change and the adjacent coffee-houses ; that by a 

frequent intercourse and conversation vrith ' the un- 

foreskinn'd race,' he might habituate himself to their 

air and deportment. A like desire of penetrating 

into the most secret springs of action in these people 

hdLa often led me there; but I was never more diverted 

than at Garraway*s a few days before the drawing 

of the lottery. I not only could read hope, fear, 

and all the various passions excited by a love of gain, 

strongly pictured in the faces of those who came to 
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buy ; but I remarked •vtth no legs delight, the aid 
little artifices made ^se of to allure ftdveoturers, 
well as the mible alterations in the looks of i 
sellers^ acc-prding as the demand for tickets gi 
occaaioh, tu raise or lower their price. So deei 
we.ce' {he Countenances of these bubble-brokers I 
jtresj^S with an attention to the main chance, t 
d&ie it 'minds seemed so dead to all other sensatio 
.{.hat one might almost doubt, where moaey is oul 
the case, whether a Jew ' has eyes, hands, orga 
dimensions, seuses, affections, passions.' 

Frum Garraway's it is but a short step to a gloo 
class of mortals, not less intent on gain than 
stock-jobber : I mean the dispensers of life i 
death, who flock together like birds of prey wal 
ing for carcases, at Batson's. I never enter I 
place, but it serves as a momenta mori to me. \f 
a formal assemblage of sable suits, and tremend 
perukes ! I have often met here a most intimate 
quaintance, whom I have scarce known again 
sprightly young fellow, with whom I have s\ 
many a jolly hour; but being just dubbed a. gra 
ate in physic, he has gained such an entire conqi 
over the risible muscles, that he hardly voucha: 
at any time to smile. I have heard him haranj 
with alt the oracular importance of a veteran, or 
possibility of Canning's subsisting for a whole m< 
on a few bits of bread; and he is now preparii 
treatise, in which will be apt forth a new and it 
lible method to prevent the spreading of the pit 
from France into England. Batson's has 1 
reckoned the seat of solemn stupidity: yet it is 
totally devoid of taste and common sense. 1 
have among them physicians, who cau cope 
the most eminent lawyers or divines ; and cri 
who can relish the ml volatile ai a witty composii 
or determine how much fire is requisite to subUi 
a tragedy iCiMndum artem. -^^m 



THE CONNOISSEUR. d 

Emetging from these dismal regions, 1 am glad to 
oeathe the pure air in 8t. Panics coffee-house ; where 
ui I possess the highest veneration for our clergy) 
cannot contemplate the magnificence of the cathe- 
Inl without reflecting on the abject condition of 
hose ' tatter'd crapes/ who are said to ply here 
lir an occasional burial or sermon, with the same 
iRgnlarity as the happier drudges, who salute u» 
" the cry of * coach, sir,' or * chair your honour/ 
And here my publisher would not forgive me, was 
|Ito leave the neighbourhood without taking notice 
^ llie Chapter Coflee-house, which is frequented 
those encouragers of literature, and (as they are 
' by an eminent critic) * not the worst judges 
■erit^ the booksellers.' The conversation here 
■tally tumfr upon the newest publications ; but 
Mr criticisms are somewhat singular. When they 
MPf a good book, they do not mean to praise the 
^ or sentiment, but the quick and extensive sale 
« ^ That book in the phrase of the Conger is best, 
^h sells most; and if the demand for Quarles- 
^kmld be greater than for Pope, he would have the 
^hest place on the rubric-post. There are also 
parts of every work liable to their remarks, 
tall not withiU'the notice of less accurate ob- 
■rrers. A few nights ago I saw one of these gen- 
{fctten take up a sermon, and after seeming to peruse 
i for some time with great attention, he declared, 
•it was very good English.' The reader will judge 
whether I was most surprised or diverted, when I 
iveovered, that he was not cooraiending the purity 
ttd elegance of the diction, but the beauty of the 
^ ; which, it seems, is known among the printers 
iy that appellation. We must not, however, think 
ie members of the Conger strangers to the deeper 
fttts of literature ; for as carpenters, smiths, ma- 
ms, and all mechanics smell of the trade they la- 
Wur at, booksellers take a peculiar turn from their 
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with books atid authors. The chuMi 
of the bookseller is commonly formed on the wriu 
in his service. Thus one is a politician or a doia 
another affects humour, or aima at turns of wit ai 
repartee; while a third perhaps is grave, moral, ii 
sententious. i 

The Temple is the barrier that divides theoi 
and subur'bs ; and the gentlemen who reside tha 
seem influenced by the situation of the place thi 
inhabit. Templars are, in general, a kind of citizei 
courtiers. They aim at the air and mien of the drai 
ing-room ; but the holyday smartness of a 'pi^tic 
heightened with some additional touches of the ral 
or coxcomb, betrays itself in every thing tbey i 
The Temple, however, is stocked with its pecaUi 
beaux, wits, poets, critics, and every character! 
the gay world : and it is a thousand pities, titatl 

Siretty a society should be disgraced with a few di 
ellows, who can submit to puzsle themselves wi 
cases and reports, and have not taste enough to fi: 
low the genteel method of studying the law. 

T shall now, like a true student of the Tempi 
hurry from thence to Co vent-Garden, the atikooi 
lodged region of gallantry, wit, and criticism ; u 
hope to be excused for not stopping at George'^ 
my way, as the Bedford affords a greater variety 
nearly the same characters. This cofiee-houw 
every night crowded with men of parts. Alma 
every one you meet is a polite scholar and a w 
Jokes and boss mots are echoed from box to boj 
every branch of literature is critically examined, si 
the merit of every production of the press, or pc 
formance at the theatres, weighed and determine 
This school (to which 1 am myself indebted for 
great part of my education, and in which, thou) 
unworthy, I am now arrived at the honour of beii 
a public lecturer) has bred up many authors, to tl 
amazing entertainment and instruction of their reai 
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KB. Button's, the grand archetype of the Bedford, 
IPKB frequented by Addison, Steele, Pope, and the 
mt of that celebrated set, who flourished at the he^ 
tinning of this century : and was regarded with just 
Reference on account of the real geniuses who fre- 
quented it. But we can now boast men of superior 
iiulities ; men, who without any one acquired ex- 
edience, by the mere dint of an happy assurance, 
can exact the same tribute of veneration, and re- 
enve it as due to the illustrious characters, the 
scribblers, players, fiddlers, gamblers, that make 
so large a part of the company at the Bedford. 

I shall now take leave of Covent-Garden, and de- 
lire the reader's company to White's. Here (as 
Vmbmgh says of Locket's) * he may have a dish no 
bigger {ban a saucer, that shall cost him fifty shil- 
lings.' The great people who frequent this place, 
do not interrupt their politer amusements, like the 
irretches at Garraway's, with business, any farther 
than to go down to W estminster one sessions to vote 
for a bill, and the next to repeal it. Nor do they 
trouble themselves with literary debates, as at the 
Bedford. Learning is beneath the notice of a man 
of quality. They employ themselves more fashion- 
aUy at whist for the trifle of a thousand pounds the 
robber, or by making bets on the lie of the day. 

From this very genteel place the reader must not 
be surprised, if I should convey him to a cellar, or 
a common porter-house. For, as it is my province 
to delineate and remark on mankind in general who- 
ever becomes my disciple must not refuse to follow 
me from the Star and Garter to the Goose and Grid- 
iron, and be content to climb after me up to an Au- 
thor^s garret, or give me leave to introduce him to a 
route. In my present cursory view of The Town 
I have, indeed, confined myself principally to cof- 
fise-houses; though I constantly visit all places, 
that afford any matter for speculation. I am a Scotch- 
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mail at ForreBt's, a Frenchman at Slaughl 

at the Cocoa-Tree 1 am an Englishman. At ij 

Robin Hood I am a. politician, a logician, a geoin 
trician, a physician, a metaphysician, a casuist, < 
moralist, a theologist, a mythologist, or any thil 

butanatlieiHt. Wherever the World is, lai 

You will therefore bear of me sometimes at tiie Ai 
atres, sometimes perhaps at the opera ; nor sliaU 
think the exhibitions of Sadler's Wells, or the lilll 
Theatre in Uie Haymarket beneath my notice; bi 
may one day or the other give a dissertation upc 
tumbling, or, (if they should again become popuU 
a critdque on dogs and monkeys. 

Though the Town is the walk I shall general! 
appear in, let it not bo imagined, that vice and fol 
will shoot up unnoticed in the country. My cout 
Village has undertaken that province, and willsa 
me the freshest advices of every fault or foible tli 
takes root there. But as it is my chief ambitjou 
please and instruct the ladies, 1 shall embrace evt 
opportunity of devoting my labours to their servic 
and I may with justice congratulate myself upon < 
happiness of living in an age, when the female p 
of tlie world are so studious to find employment 
It Censor. 

The character of Mr. Town is, I flatter myai 
too well known to need an explanation. How I 
and in what sense, I propose to be a Connoisse 
the reader will gather from my general motto 



Perlinel, et Htuire malum tsl, agitan 

Who better knows to build, and wbu to daner, 
Or this frum iMl;, or that from France, 
Uiir Connoisacur will ne'er pretend to acun, 
But point the follies of mankind to man. 
Tb' imporlanl liuawledKB of ouraelvL-s expliun. 
Which nol to kuQw all knowledge is but vain.. 
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As Critic and Censor-General, I shall take the 
liberty to animadvert on every thing that appears to 
Me vicious or ridiculous : always endeavouring ' to 
hold, as it were the mirror up to Nature, to shew 
Virtue her own feature. Scorn her own image, and 
the very age and body of the Time his form an &, 
fressure/ 
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■Commissa qwd OMetio vendii 



SUntHbus, cenophorum, tripodes, armaria, cisias, J vt. 

Ifaim'd statues, rusty medals, marbles old, 
By Sloane collected, or by Langford sold. 

already received letters from several Vir- 
fmp, expressing their astonishment and concern at 
nr disappointing the warm hopes they had conceived 
olwy UMertaking from the title of my paper. They 
toil me, that by deserting the paths of Virtu^ I at 
pace peglect the public interest and my ovm ; that 
by supporting the character of Connoisseur in its 
Vtoal sense, I might have obtained very conside- 
lable salaries from the principal auction-rooms, toy- 
shops, and repositories, and might besides very plau- 
sibly have recommended myself as the properest 
gerson in the world, to be keeper of Sir Hans 
loane's Museum. 

I cannot be insensible of the importance of 
this capital business of taste, and how much repu- 
tation as well as profit would accrue to my labours, 
by coqfining them to the minutest researches into 
nature and art, and poring over the rust of antiquity. 
I very well know that the discovery of a new zoo- 
phyte, or species of the polype, would be as valu- 
able as that of the longitikde. The cabinets of the 
curious would furnish out matter for my essays, 
more instructing than all the learned lumber of a 
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Vatican, Of what consequence would it ] 
point tfut the distinctionB of originals from o 
precisely, that the paltry acralchings o" 
may never hereafterbe palmed on a Con 
the labours of a Hembrandt! I should c 
applause from the adorers of antiquity, were I )E 
demonstrate, that merit never existed but in tU 
schools of the old painters, never flourished butliP 
the warm climate of Italy : and how should I rist' 
in the esteem of my countrymen, by chastising (bt 
arrogance of an Englishman in presuming to detep; 
mine the analysis of beauty ! 

At other times I might take occasion to sfaei^: 
my sagacity in conjectures on rusty coins and 1114^ 
gible marbles. What profound erudition is ea^ 
tained in an half-obliterated antique piece of coppeif 
TltAJ. IMP. P. Vir. COSS, MAX.* • 'TREB? 
V. P. P. S. C. ; and how nWOKlUmW, most Cow» 
tcons anD r^tt toartfijE teautc, would the bubi'' 
rous inscription of some ancient monument Ap- 
pear to thee, and liow <fitmnt ID Itffne tfnt tDEflitifl^ 
thus preserved in its obsolete spelling and olt' 
ginal black ^Kcttc ! To this branch of taste/ 
I am more particularly pressed : a correspoiiJ 
dent ,desires to know, whether I was of the 
party that lately took a survey of Palmyra in 
the Desert; another, if I have traversed the Hof« 
Land, or visited Mount Calvary. T shall not upeaM 
too proudly of my travels : but as my predecessor 
the SSpectutor has recommended himself by having 
made a trip to Grand Cairo to take measure of a py- 
ramid, I assure my reader that I have climbed 
Mount Vesuvio in the midst of its eruptions, and dufl 
some time under ground in the ruins of Hercalai 
neum. 

I shall always be solicitous to procure the esteem 
of so respectable a body as the Connoisseurs : aincd 
I eanuot but be sensible, could I any way merit it 



1 THE CONNOISSEUR. 9 

\iy mylahoms, how much more important the namo 
[ of Mr.. Town would appear^ dignified with ^e ad- 
[ dition of F. R. S. or Member of the Society of An- 
liqaacians. I therefore take this early opportunity 
of obliging the curious with a letter from a very 
eminent personage, who, as well as i^yself, is lately 
become a Connoisseur, and is known to have gone 
ifaroad for no other purpose than to buy pictures. 



TO MR. . 

Dear Sir, 

The hurry in which I left England must have cpn- 
Tinced you how much I was in earnests when J talked 
of making a valuable collection of pictures. By my 
fireqiient attendance on sales, I already ki^ow almost 
as much of painting, as I do of the funds : and can 
talk ^ learnedly of light and shade, figure, propor- 
tkm, drapery^ ^c. as of the rise and fail of stocks. 
I have, however, been very much embarrassed in 
fetting together a collection, suitable to the religion 
I profess. The famous painters were most of theni 
wch bigots to their own way of thinking, that they 
lave scarce left any thing behind them but Holy Fa- 
Bilies, Dead Christs, and Madonas; subjects which, 
to me and my tribe are odious and abominable. A 
(icture, since it has the property of being the lan- 
guage of all mankind, should never be particular ia 
b subject ; but we should paint, as the English are 
taught to pray, * for all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Heretics.' 

When I have made the tour of Italy, I will send 
yon a complete list of all my purchases : in the mean 
time, the following short specimen will enable you to 
judge of my precautions, in selecting pieces suitable 
to my character, and not offensive to my principles. 

The first that I bought was ' the Elevation of the 
GqUden Calf.' This I shall set up in the Royal Ex- 
change, as a typical representation of myself, to be 
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woreliipped by all broki 

the whole fraternity of stock-jobbers. ■ 

The second is ' The Triumph of Gideon." This Ij 
intended, if a late project in farour of our bretbrOf 
had not miscarried, should have been hung up in St.' 
Stephen's Chapel, as a meinorial of our victory onr 
the Uncircumcised. 

The third and fourth are ' Peter deaying I 
Master,' and ' Judas betraying him for thirty p:' 
of eilver;' both which I design as presents 1 
two worthy friends, the B s of — — -, and — 

The next which I shall mention to you, deserfea 
paiiicular notice ; and this is ' the Prophet of Nazv 
reth himself, conjuring the Devil into an herd of 
swine.' Ffom this piece, when I return to England, 
I intend to have a print engraved ; being very propif 
to be had in all Jewish families, as a necessary [n^ 
servative against pork and Christianity. 

1 shall not tire you with a particular detail of sow 
other leaser pieces ; such as^ — the Deluge, in watei*^ 
colours — ^the New Jerusalem, in perspective— Somf 
Buius of tie Temple — a Publican at the Receipts 
Custom — and a Samson in miniature. ' * 

Besides these, I have employed an ingenious artirf 
here to execute a design of my own. It is a picture 
of ^'ortune, not stan<liug (as in the common style) 
upon a kind of cart-wheel, but on the two wheels of 
the lottery, with a representation of a net cast over 
the lesser engrossers of tickets, while a chief manago' 
is breaking his way through the meshes, 

I must not forget to tell you, that 1 have picked 
up an infamous portrait, by an English hand, called 
Shylock; with the following inscription under it, 
taken, 1 suppose, from the London Bveuiug Post, 
or that impudent fool the Gazetteer : ' they have dis- 
graced me, and*hindred me half a milHou, laughed 
at my losses, mocked at my gains, scorned my 
uation, thwarted my bargains, cooled my frieodsi 
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h^ted mine enemies ; — and what's the reason ? I am 
jli Jew.' 

UAs soon as the parliament is dissolved^ you may 
l^ct to see me in England ; till when, 
I am^ dear Sir, your's, &c. 
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. I shall here subjoin a letter of a very different 
IMamp ; which points out to me another walk as a 
|Coanoisseur, not less extensive, perhaps, and nK)re 
igreeable to the modern taste, than that of Virtu. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
I suppose Connoisseur is only another word for 
% knowmg one. So write me a few papers in defence 
of cards, dice, races, and gaming in general ; and I 
will admit you upon the square, introduce you at 
White's, set you upon the turf the next meeting at 
Xewmarket, and make your fortune at once. If you 
ire the man I take you for, you will be wise, and do 
Ibis directly ; and then the odds are for you. If not» 
111 hold you an hundred pounds to a China orange, 
Aat your paper is neglected as low and vulgar, and 
. yourself condemned as an unfashionable blockhead. 

Your's, as you behave, 
1 T. Will. Hazard. 
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Suave mari magno^ turbantibus aquora ventisy 

E terrd magnum alierius apectare laborem, Lucret. 

When raging winds the ruffled deep deform, 
We look at distance, and enjoy the storm ; 
Toss'd on the waves with pleasure otl^rs see, 
Nor heed their dangers, while ourselves are free. 

Wb writers of essays, or (as they are termed) pe- 
riodical papers, justly claim to ourselves a place 
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among ihe modem improvers of literature. 
ReDtly nor Burman, uor itny other equally sagacio 
commentator, has been able to discover the te< 
traces of any similar productions among the ancied 
except we can suppose, that the history of Tbufi 
dides was retailed weekly in Bispeany numbers; tl 
Seneca dealt out his morality every Saturday; 
that TuUy wrote speeches and philosopliical disol 
Eitions, whilst Virgil and Horace clubbed togeni 
to furnish the poetry for a Roman magazine. 

There is a word, indeed, by which we are fot 
of distinguishing our works, and for which we nU 
confess ourselves indebted to the Latin. MtsdI 
andevery petty journalist, afifeot to dignify our hM 
performances by styling them LucubratioDs ; '( 
which we mean, if we mean any thing, that as fl 
day is too short for our labours, we are obliged 
call in the assistance of the night : not to mentil 
the modest insinuation, that our compositions are i 
correct, that (like the orations of Demosthenes) thi 
fliay be said to smell of the lamp. We would I 
understood to follovf the directions of the HonU 
Satirist, 'to grow pale by the midnight candle 
though, perhaps, as our own Satirist expresses 
we may be thought 

SleepleBB ourselves, to give our reaiiers sleep. 
But, as a relief from the fatigue of so many reetle 
hours, we have frequently gone to sleep tor the fc 
nefit of the public: and surely we, whose laboi 
,re confined to a sheet and a half, mav be indulg 
D taking a nap now and then, as well as those e 
;aged in longer works ; who (according to Horac 
.re to be excused, if a little drowsiness sometim 
creeps in upon them. 

After this preface, the reader will not be surprise 
f I take the liberty to relate a dream of 
Jt is usual an these occasions to be lulled 
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book : and most of my brethren pay that com- 
ment to Virgil or Shakspeare : but as I could never 
ieoTer any opiate qualities in those authors, I 
lose rather to doze over some modem performance, 
must beg to be excused from mentioning parti- 
ihrs, ail I would not provoke the resentment of my 
ntemporaries : nobody will imagine, that I dipped 
to ally of our modem novels, or took up any of our 
te tragedies. Let it suffice, that I presently fell 
it asleep. 

I found myself transported in an instant to the 
t>re of an immense sea, covered with innumerable 
ssels ; and though many of them suddenly disap- 
ared every minute, I saw others continually launch- 
^fbiih, and pursuing the same course. The seers 
visions, and dreamers of dreams, have their organs 
sight so considerably improved, that they can take 
aay object, however distant or minute. It is not 
arelbre to be wondered at, Ihat I could discern 
ery tiling distinctly, though the waters before me 
sre of the deepest black. 

While I stood contemplating this amazing scene, 
e of those good-natured genii, who never fail 
iking their appearance to extricate dreamers from 
eir mfficulties, rose from the sable stream, and 
mted himself at my elbow. His complexion was 
the darkest hue, not unlike that of the Daemons 
a printing-house ; his jetty beard shone like the 
isties of a blacking-brush : on his head he wore a 
(ban of imperial paper ; and 

There himg a calf- skin on his reverend limbs, 

lich was gilt on the back, and faced with robings 
Morocco, lettered (like a rubric -post) with the 

mes of the most eminent authors. In his left hand 
bore a printed scroll, which from the marginal 

sections I imagined to be a proof-sheet ; and in 
right he waved the quill of a goose. 

iroL. I. c 
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He immediately accosted me. 'Town/ 

he, * I am the genius, who is destined to coo 

you through these turbulent waves. The sea 

you now behold is the Ocean of Ink.' Those. tov 

at a great distance, whose bases are founded i 

rocks, and whose tops seem lost in the cloudsi 

situated in the Isle of Fame. Contiguous to tl 

you may discern by the glittering of its golden, sa 

is the Cfoast of Gain, which leads to a fertile and 

country. All the vessels which are yonder sa 

with a fair wind on the main sea, are making tow 

one or other of these : but you will observe, tlu 

their first setting out they were irresistibly drawn 

the eddies of Criticism, where they were oblig< 

encounter the most dreadful tempests and hurrici 

In these dangerous straits, you see with what 

lenae every bark is tossed up and down ; some ] 

the bottom at once; others, after a faint stru 

are beat to pieces ; many are much damaged ; i 

a few, by sound planks and tight rigging, are eni 

to weather the storm/ 

^t this sight I started back with horror : an 
remembrance still dwells so strong upon my fi 
that I even now imagine the torrent of crit: 
bursting in upon me, and ready to overwhelm i 
an instant. 

* Cast a look,' resumed my instructor, * on thai 
lake divided into two parts, which lead to y< 
magnificent structures, erected by the Tragic 
Comic Muse. There you may observe many t 
to force a passage without chart or compass. \ 
have been overset by crowding too much sailj 
others have foundered by carrying too much ba 
An* Arcadian vessel (the master an Irishman) 
through contrary squalls, scarce able to live 
days : but you see that light Italian gondola, 

♦ Philoclea, a tragedy : founded on Sir Philip Syi 
Arcadia. \ An admired Burletta. 
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Gekm, skims along pleasantly before the 
and outstrips the painted frigates of our 
iDidone and Artaserse. Observe that tri- 
It squadron, to whose flag all the others pay 
». Most of them are ships of the first rate» 
were fitted out many years ago. Though some- 
irregular in their make, and but little con- 
le to the exact rules of art, they will ever con- 
the pride and glory of these seas : for as it is 
led by the present Laureate in his prologue to 
Tyranny, 

' ' Sbakspeare, wliose art no play-wri^t can excel, 
* * Hfti lannchM as fleets of plays, and built them welL' 

The Genius then bade me turn my eye, where the 
seemed to foam with perpetual agitation. 
/ said he, * is the strong current of Politics, 
fatal to those who venture on it/ I could not 
lit iake notice of a poor wretch on the opposite 
Bore, fastened by the ears to a terrible machine. 
Phis, the Genius informed me, was the memorable 
Defoe, set up there as a land-mark, to prevent future 
ilffiners from splitting on the same rock. 
\ To this turbulent prospect succeeded objects of a 
placid nature. In a little creek, winding 
ugh flowery meads and shady groves, I descried 
end gilded yachts and pleasure boats, all of them 
ing due time with their silver oars, and gliding 
g Uie smooth, even, calm, regularly flowing Ri- 
of Rhyme. .Shepherds and shepherdesses 
g on the banks ; the sails were gently swelled 
the soft breezes of amorous sighs ; and little 
es sported in the silken cordage. 
Hy attention was now called off from these pacific 
es to an obstinate engagement between several 
distinguished from all others by bearing the 
[y Cross &r their colours. These the Genius told 

X Operas. 
C3 
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me, were employed in the Holy War of It«lia 
Controversy i and he pointed out to me a few fl 
sairs, in the semci? of the InhdeU, sometimei t«t 
one pa^rty, sometimea siding with the other, a»tt 
best contribute to the general confusion. 

I observed in diffeieot parts of the Ocean n 
galliea which were rgwed by slaves. 'Thort.^ 
tiie Genius, ' are fitted out by very oppressiiie QM 
and are all of them bound to the Coaetof<^ 
The miserable wretches, whom you see cliui 
the oars, are obliged to tug without tlie least n 
and though the voyage should turn out suf$ 
they have little or no share in the profit*. Soi 
you may observe, who rather choose to make 4 

ture on their own bottoms. These work as aaj 

the galley-slaves, and are frequently cast awayfl 
though they are ever so often wrecked, nece^susfl 
constrains them to put out to sea again,' * 

ijuasatu, indocilis pauperum pali,' I 
Still must the wrttch liia shattei'd bark lefit, 
For who to alarve can putienllj euljinit? 
It were needless to enumerats many other [ 
culars that engaged my notice. Among the p. 
was a large Heet of Annotators, Dutch-built, wUc 
sailed very heavy, were often a-ground, and c 
tinually ran foul on each other. The whole 
I also found, was infested by pirates, w 
every rich vessel that came in their way. Moat fl 
these were endeavouring to make the Coast of G 
by hanging out false colours, or by forging t 
passports, and pretending to he freighted out by tA< 
most reputable traders. 

My eyes were at last fixed, 1 know not how, (H 
a spacious channel, running through the midst ot-l 
great city. I felt Euch a secret impulse at this Biduj 
that 1 could not help inquiring particularly aboi^il 
'The discovery of that passage,' said the Geniiia 




THJS CONNOISSEUR. 17 

first made by one Bickerstaff, in the good ship 
led The Tatler, and who afterwards embarked in 
Spectator and Guardian. These have been 
lowed since by a number of little sloops, skiffs, 
boys, and cock-boats, which have been most of them 
irrecked in the attempt. Thither also must your 
eoiorse be directed.' — ^At this instant the Genius sud- 
Inily snatched me up in his arms, and plunged me 
leaAong into the inky flood. While I lay gasping 
had struggling beneath the waves, methought I heard 
I ftmiliar voice calling me by my name, which 
twakbg me^ I with pleasure recollected the features 
rf the Genius in those of my publisher, who was 
ifcuiding by my bed-side, and had called upon me 
hr copy. T. 

N-4. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1764. 

Coi^mgium vocatf hoc pr€Btexit^nomine culpam, Viro. 

Wliere matrimony veils th' incestuous life, 
And whore is sheltered in the name of wife. 

It is with the utmost concern I have heard myself 
tithin this week past accused at several tea-tables, 
if sot being a man of my word. The female part 
if my readers exclaim against me for not having as 
|et paid my particular addresses to the fair. * Who 
» this Mr. Town?' says one: * Where can the 
oeftture live ? He has said nothing yet of the dear 
Bvletta girl.' Another winders that I have not 
iBoommended to the ladies Mr. Hoyle's New Cal- 
tdation of Chances ; for understanding which no- 
thing more is required, we are told, than the first 
jdnciples of arithmetic ; that is, tfi know how to tell 
the pips, and set up one's game. But I find the 
ikole sex in general have expected from me some 
shrewd remarks upon the Marriage Bill. To oblige 
ihem in some measure, I shall at present recommend 

c3 
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to tlicir notice the following advertisement, WUH 
has been sent me, with a reiiuesl to make it pubQI 

To all wluim it may vuwxm. 
THE REVERKND MR. KEITH, 

( Wh,' ha, had the Annour to per/urm bt/orc at-ccral ^ Mtl 

Nnbility, Gtntry, and «tbers), 

GIVES THIS PUBLIC NOTICE, 

That he shall continue at his Chapel in May-Pkii 
DO lunger than the present month. He wilt then Kl 
out on his progress through the principal markl^ 
towns, where he will exhibit publicly, without I04) 
of time, any hour of the day or night. He will (MPi 
form to no less than two persons, and will waitoof ""' 
Gentleman and Lady privately at their own houi 

*,* We have no connexion with the Fleet Parw 
or uthei' Pretenders. Beware of counterfeits. E/l 

1 may perhaps lake a future opportunity of eti 
larging on this very important subject, the Manisgil 
Bill; but shall at present oblige the ladies by ceM 
brating an order of females lately sprung up amoH 
them, usually distinguished by the denomination « 
Demi- Reps ; — a word not to be found in any of o 
dictionaries. 

This order, which seems daily increasing upon i 
was first instituted by some ladies eminent ioi thi 
public spirit, with a view of raising their half of tli 
species to a level with the other in the unbouoile 
license of their enjoyments. By this artifice the moi 
open violation of modesty takes the name of innocei 
freedom and gaiety ; and as long aa the last fulin 
remains a secret, the lady's honour is spotlest U 
untainted. In a word, a Demi-Rep is a lady, whoi 
every body thinks, what nobody chooses to call he 
absolutely necessary, that every lady of tit 
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er should be married. Custom has given a certain 
to wedlock, which changes the colour of our 
lons, and renders that behaviour not improper, 
ch in a state of celibacy would be accounted in- 
nt and scandalous. As to the promises made in 
iage * to love, honour, and obey,' custom has 
e them also merely ceremonial, and in fact as 
e binding as the wedding-ring, which may be put 
ita or pulled off at pleasure. 

il^ligious and political writers have both for diffe- 

j|MB| reasons endeavoured to encourage frequent mar- 

IHges : but this order, if it maintains its ground, will 

9|f^ certainly promote them. How inviting must 

IM^ a state appear to a woman of spirit ! An English 

19^ with all the indiscretions of a girl, may assume 

ME«e than the privileges of a woman ; may trifle pub- 

Icfy with the beaux and smarts, introduce them to 

kfif toile^e, and fix it as a certi^n rule in all her con- 

rer^ation and behaviour, that when once niarriage 

m (in Lucy's phrase) ' made an honest woman of 

l^r,' she is ^ititled to all the license of a courtesan. 

1 1 have lately seen, with a good deal of compassion, 

I few forward maiden ladies investing themselves 

tkfa the dignities, and incroaching on the privileges 

if thig order. It may not be improper to caution 

km to recede in time. As their claim to these li- 

krties is unwarranted by custom, they will not re- 

Nn that ambiguous reputation enjoyed by the Demi- 

teps, ^hose whole system of conduct is founded 

Ji the basis of matrimony. Every lady, therefore, 

idiiied to indulge herseUf in all those little innocent 

feedoms, should confine herself within the pale of 

Mimony, to elud^ censure ; as insolvent debtors 

IVoid a jail by lodging within the verge of the court. 

A Demi-Rep then must necessarily be married : 

ttr \s it easy for a lady to maintain so critical a cha- 

icter^ unless she is a woman of fashion. Titles and 

irtates bear down all weak censures, and silence 
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scandal and detraction. That good breeding tod/ 
inviolably preserved among persons of condition^ 
of infiDitc service. Thia produces that deligbt 
insipidity so remarkable in persons of quality, vriA 
conversation flows with an even tenor, undistuit 
by sentiment, and unruffled by passion : inBomn 
tbat husbands and wives, brothers, sisters, coiia*' 
and in short the whole circle of kindred and 
quaintance, can entertain the most thorough contet 
and even hatred for each other, without transgress 
the minutest artk^Ie of good breeding and civilli 
But those females, who want the advantages of 1^^ 
and fortune, must be content to wrap themselveb' 
in their integrity ; for the lower sort are so note 
ously deficient in the requisites of politeness, ll 
they would not fail to throw out the most cruel ftl 
bitter invectives against the pretty delinquents. 

The great world will, I doubt not, return 
thanks for thus keeping the canaille at a distal 
and securing to them a quiet possession of their 
joyraents. And here I cannot but observe, 
respectable an order the Demi-lleps compos 
which the lovely sisterhood must all be married, ai 
almost all Right Honourable. 

For this order, among many other establishmt 
of modem life, we are indebted to the Freui 
Such Hippant gaity is more agreeable to the genii. 
of that nation. There is a native bashfulness W^ 
herent in my country-women, which it is not easy tf>, 
surmount ; but our modem fine ladies, who take Vi 
much pains to polish their minds as to adorn Ibdr 
persons, have got over this obstacle with incredibUi 
facility. They have so skilfully grafted the FraidK 
genius fur intrigue upon British Beauty and liberty^ 
that their conduct appears perfectly original : thoa^ 
we must do the French the Justice to allow, tbaJ 
when a lady of tliis airy disposition visits Paris, shd 
returns most wouderfully improved. Ujiou the 
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e, France appears the properest school to in- 
the ladies in the theory of their conduct : but 
land, and more especially London, the most 
'oils place to put it in practice. Iq this 
pwn, indeed a lady studious of improvement, may 
M ^ yery short time become a considerable pro^cient, 
IQr frequenting the several academies kept constantly 
9ffiia for her profit and instruction. The card tables 
[: njiii mfisquerades in particular have trained up some 
' hfli^s to a surprising eminence, without the least 
msistaiice from a foreign education. 
. It is obi^erved, that tiie difference between the se- 
yeral species in the scale of being is but just suffi- 
fiei|t to preserve their distinction ; the highest of 
one order approaching so near to the lowest of the 
p4er, that the gradation is hard to be determined ; 
u tiie colours of the r^bow, through an infinite 
yaiiety of shades, die away into each other imper- 
^ptibly. The Demi-!(leps hold this intermediate 
station, in the characters of females, between the 
inpdest women and the woiqen of pleasure ; to both 
^hich they are in some measure connected, as they 
ftand upon the utmost verge of reputation, and totter 
op the the brink of infamy. It were therefore to be 
wished, that these ladies wore some symbol of their 
order, or were distinguished by some particular mode 
of dress. The Romans assigned different habits to 
persons of different ages and stations ; and I hope, 
that when the bustle of the ensuing election is over, 
the new parliament will take this matter into con- 
sideration, and oblige the several classes of females 
to distinguish themselves by some external marks 
and badges of their principles. 

Till some act of this nature shall take place, I 
iball propose a method by which every lady may 
ezactiy learn in what class she may be reckoned. 
Ihe world must know tiien, that my very good friend 
tfr. Ayscough has at length, with infinite pains] and 
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study, constructed a thermometer ; upon which 

has delineated^ after the manner that the degrees 

heat and cold are marked on the common sort, 

whole scale of female characters, from the mosti 

yiolable modesty to the most abandoned impud< 

It is of a commodious size to wear al a watch : 

liquor within the tube is a chemical mixture, wl 

being acted on by the circulation of the blood 

animal spirits, will rise and fall according to 

desires and affections of the wearer. He will 

shortly publish a large assortment of them, to 

sold at his shop on Ludgate-hill : and I flatter 

self, there are many women in England, who w< 

be glad to purchase such an effectual regulator 

their passions. Every lady, therefore, may avaU I 

self of the instructions of this pocket monitor r 

monitor, who would give her the most profit 

lessons, without the usual impertinence of adtM 

It will be of equal efficacy, if worn by the nu 

But I expect my friend will have but little of 

custom ; for as the mere reputation of chastity is 

utmost aim of a fine lady, to preserve even ti 

in a fine gentleman, is accounted mean and unmaBl 

Oi'*" 

^= . ^ 

il 

N° 5. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, vm 

A plague has seiz'd us, and the tainted city . 

Is one wide pest-honse teeming with contagion. '^ 

f 
TO MR. TOWN. i 

Sir, Batson's Coffee-Honse, Feb. 26, 1764. 

I MUST beg leave to trouble you on a most serioal 
and melancholy subject, ^ subject, i/fhich I fear wit 
be attended with the most dreadful consequences tl 
the whole nation. Notwithstanding the last mail 
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the eoDege positive assvmnoes from the 

KiDg'fl plnrsiciaBs, tiiat the late plm^e mt 

was eatir^ cseased, I have the strooge^t 

to i^piehend, that the oontagion is already 

ItD this city. My ofwii practice daily furnishes 

with laneataUe iostaBces, that manifesdy indi- 

apestilmtial disorder in the blood and humours. 

I was first induced to suspect, that some epidemi- 

' distemp^ was taking root among us, from my 

_ called in to a noble patient, who (as the public 

Qite haye informed yon) has lately be^n amicted 

a vi^dent boil on his back. From this patient, 

have issued continually great quantities of 

iption of a yeUow hue. His complaint seems 

be in some sort c<mstitutional, as it commonly 

out with extraordinary yirulence every seven 

and as this is the crisis, we cannot pronounce 

noble patient out of danger, till he has got 

the ensuing spring. It is moreover to be feared, 

the contagion has likewise reached Ireland; 

we hear that the best physicians are using the 

it forcing medicines, and are of opinion that 

ig can relieve the unhappy people, till they have 

roided a stone. A great man there labours also 

ider the above-mentioned complaint of having a 

riolent Boyle on his back*. 

I shall now proceed to give you the history of 

le other cases, which have fallen under my notice, 

are to me an indisputable proof, that the plague 

got footing among us. Its malignancy shews 

If particularly about the court; and we are 

sored, that some parts of the country are also 

itedwithit. I have had the honour to attend 

reral members of parliament, whose cases are 

desperate. Some I found in a declining way, 

1 over by all iheir friends ; others are so weak, 

they cannot stand alone; and many arc so rest- 

* AUuding to some disputes in Ireland. 
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less, that they are continually turning from sidA 
side. As I found they had great need of sti{^ 
I have advised them to drink plentifully of sMJ 
liquors, and guard against the ill consequenced ^ 
return. * 

I visited the other day a young gentletnan^ ti 
has lately been promoted to a command in die iK| 
dron designed for the East Indies. I found Up 
a mdst languishing condition ; his spirits were'i^ 
depressed ; he had iEt violent palpitation of th^ liell 
and the whole nervous system was relaxed, 
would have prescribed the well known diet-dM 
brought into practice by the late Bishop of Gld]fl| 
but he told me, every thing went against his stoiii 
that savoured of tar. However, I at length f 
vailed on him to submit to a long course of 4 
water. I have observed the same prognostM 
some of our land officers ; to whom I have reo4 
mended the frequent use of exercise, together lA 
a course of steel, and a powder composed of d 
and sulphur. 

A friend of mine, one of the common-council Hf 
of this city, is infected to a strong degree witfa< 
present pestilence. His chief complaint is a can 
appetite ; and his wife assures me, she has often I 
the wolf in his belly. The seat of this distemp^ 
originally in the palate, and discovers itself b^ 
watering of the mouth from the salival glands, ai 
a grinding of the teeth as in the action of mastk 
tion. This disorder being very common in the d 
and likely to spread among the livery, I W 
directed him to perform quarantine for forty dl) 
by abstaining from flesh during the present Lefii 

I know another, a very worthy alderman j il 
now lies in a most deplorable condition. He 
swelled to a most enormous size ; his whole ftt 
and particularly his nose, is crusted bver wiiAk A 
pustules of the confluent kind. He is*aflUe 
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an insatiable thirst and is Terr sulject to fkll- 

-fits. I was sent lor last niefat, wiien one of 

fits had jnst seized him. He lay to all appear- 

ce dead on the floor, wallowing in the midst of a 

feti^mass, partly solid, partly fluid, which had issued 

his moath and nostrils with repeated eractations. 

i wonld immediately haTe administered to him a 

dose of Aq, Fcmi, tepefaci. bat on oflering 

the draught, he shewed the strongest symptoms 

tf a confirmed hydro{^bia. 

I went out of charity to see a poor tragic author, 

& reflection upon any of the profession, Mr. Town) 
' had been obliged to keep his room all the win- 
ter, tad is dying by inches of an inyeterate atrophy. 
^ By ins eztravagant ravings, sadden starts, incohe- 
^itat elcpressicms, and passionate exclamations, I 
t jIH^ed his disorder to be seated in the brain, and 

* tiierefore directed his head to be blistered all oyer. 
^I cored another, a comic author, of a lethargy, by 
> Haking a reyulsion of the bad humour, firomthe part 

ifiect^, with stimulating cathartics. A short squabby 

* festleman of a gross and corpulent make was seized 
' Irith a kind of St. Vitus's dance, as he was practis- 

Bg Harlequin for the masquerade : his whole body 
^ #as conyulsed with the most violent writhings and 
irregular twitches ; but I presently removed his com- 
plaint by applying blisters to the soles of his feet. 
' ' The plague, as I observed before, puts on different 
" i^iearances in different subjects. A person of 
I miality, one of the club at White's, was seized with 
\ uie epidemical frenzy raging there, which propagates 
itself by certain black and red spots. He had 
ttaffered so much loss by continual evacuations, that 
kis whole substance was wasted ; and when I saw 
Urn he was so reduced that there were no hopes of 
I recovery. Another nobleman caught the infection 
It Newmarket, which brought upon him such a runn- 
iig that he is now in the last stage of a galloping 
VOL. I. x> 
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consumption. A reverend ilivine lately HadeH 
dii^nitary of the church, has unhappily lost hia me 
mory ; and is so blind withai, that be hardly knowi 
any of his old acquaintances ; the muscles of hii 
face are all contracted into an austere frown, Ml 
knees are stitT and inflexible, and he is unable, pool 
gentleman ! to bend his body, or move his hand W 
his head. I have observed others seized at times 
with a strange kind of deafness ; and at certain in- 
tervals, I have found them so prodigiously hard ol 
hearing, that though a tradesman has bawled ever so 
loudly in their ears, it has had no effect on them. 

By what means this plague has been introduocd 
among us, cannot easily be ascertained ; — whether il 
was imported in the same band-box with the last nen 
bead, or was secretly conveyed in the plaits of at 
embroidered suit : — But that it came over hither fron 
France, plainly appears from the manner in which il 
affects our people of fashion, (especially the ladies,) 
who bear about them the most evident marks of th( 
French Disease. This is known to effect the whole 
habit of body, and extends its influence from head 
to foot. But its strongest attacks are levelled at tbc 
face : and it has such an effect upon the complexioBi 
that it entirely changes the natural colour of the skiDi 
At Paris, the face of every lady you meet is he- 
smeared with unguent, ceruss, and plaster; and I 
have lately remarked, with infinite concern, the native 
charms or my pretty countrywomen destroyed by 
the same cause. In this case I have always pro- 
posed calling in the assistance of a surgeon to pare 
off this unnatural epidermis of scarf-skin, occasion- 
ed by the ignorance of empirics in the immoderaU 
application of alteratives. 

From what I have been able to collect from ob' 
servadons on my female patients, I have found littl< 
variation in the effects of the plague on that sei 
Most of Ihem complain of a lassitude, a lisllessnes? 
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csy w«Bt of rest, wmt of fipiiks, asd loss of 
e : eoBfleqoeBtly the same reguMB wulj seire 

I advise tkcM to Bse a gmt deal of exercise 
iagaboattke towa, to dilate propeity witk 

per^ire fredy at pablic places, aad in their 
» to go to Ba^ Taabiidge, Chelteaham, or 



IS iadeed soipiised with aa extiaoidiBaiy aew 
le other aigfat, whea I was called oat of bed to 
a maid of hoaoar, who is frequently affiicted 
ts of the mother. Her abdomen, I found, 
xamination, to be pret^naturally distended : 
Boar has been gradaally increasing; but I 
not attempt to discuss it, as it was not yet 
. to maturity. 1 intend soon to remove ner 
e country for a month, in order to deliver her 
le complaint she labours under, 
ve been induced. Sir, to write to you on this 
NH, as you are pleased to take this cibr under 
unediate care. So alarming an evil calls upon 

oppose its progress : For my own part no- 
hall deter me from a diligent discharge of tho 
* my profession ; though it has already exposed 
he greatest dangers in the execution of it. An 
ptain of a man of war, who is grievously 
d with choler and overflowing of the gall, on my 
iting a clyster, swore vehemently that I should 
le myself, aad applying his foot directly to 
idament, kicked me down stairs. This very 
g I escaped almost by miracle from the con- 

which raged in the most violent degree 

1 a whole family. The master and mistress 
>oth of them in a very high fever, and quite 

and delirious : their tongues were prodi- 
' inflamed, with the tip very sharp, and per- 
vibrating, without the least intermission. I 
have presoribed some cooling and lenitive 

d2 
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medicines ; but the husband in the height of hi^ 
frenzy flung my tie-wig into the fire, and his wife 
sluiced me with extravasated urine. As I retire4 
with precipitation, I heard the same wild ravifip k 
the nursery, the kitchen, and every other qiiarter» 
which convinced me that the pestilence had seized 
the whole house. I ran out of doors as fast tf 
possible, reflecting with Terence, 'If Health hers^tf 
would save this family, she could not.' 



Ipsa si cupiat saiu8 



Servare prorsus non potest hancfamliam. 

Upon the whole, I may conclude with the aphorism 
of Hippocrates ; * that no people can possibly be af- 
flicted with so many and so terrible disorders, unleM 
the plague is among them/ 

I am. Sir, your's, &c. 

W. B. G. 



N«^ 6. THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1764. 



Quid alatformetque poetam. Hor. 



Practice alone must form the writer's head, 
And ev'ry author to the trade be bred. 

I REMEMBER to have seen, in some old Italian poel) 
a fable called 'The Education of th^ Muses.' 
Apollo is there said to have taken them at their birtli 
under his immediate care, and as they grew up, to 
have instructed them, according to their differeni 
capacities, in the several branches of playing ^^ 
singing. Thalia, we are told, was of a lively turn 
ana took delight in the most comic airs ; but was a 
first with difficulty restrained from falling into ridi 
culous drolleries, and what our author calls exiraoa 
ganzas in her manner. Melpomene, who was of 
serious and grave disposition, indulged herself i 
strains of melancholy ; but when she aimed at tk 



THB CONNOISSEUR. 29 

athetic strokes, was often harsh, or run into 
livisions. Clio, and the rest of the Nine, 
3t yet learned to temper their voices with 
less and variety ; nor could they tell how to 
te the stops of their flutes, or touch the strings 
ir lyres with judgment and grace. However, 
ich practice, they improved gradually under 
itnictions of Apollo, till at last they were able 
rt all the powers of music : and they now form 
plete concert, which fills all Parnassus with 
>st enchanting harmony. 
i moral to be drawn from this little fable is 
dly applied to those servants of the Muses, Au- 
; who must necessarily rise, by the same slow 
es, from their first lame attempts in cultivating 
ts of Apollo. The best of them, without doubt, 
through many more stages of writing, than ap- 
from the palpable gradations still remaining 
ir works. But as it is impossible to trace them 
the first setting out, I shall here present the 
r with the sum of my own. experience, and il- 
te, in the life of ^Mr. Town, the progress of an 
r. 

^ht or wrong, I have ever been addicted to 
>ling. I was famous at school for my readiness 
imbo and capping verses : I often made themes 
her boys, and sold my copy for a tart or a 
rd : at nine years old I was taken notice of for 
Bglish distich; and afterwards immortalized 
If by an holiday's task in the same language, 
1 my master, who was himself a poet, pro- 
sed to be scarce inferior to his favourite Black- 
These were followed by a multitude of little 
s ; which, like other fruits that come before 
season, had nothing to recommend them but 
early appearance. 

lied, however, with great conceptions of my 
IS aad importance, I could not but lament, that 
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liuoh exba ordinary parts should be confined wit 
the narrow circle of my rclatioDS aoil acquail 
ance. — Therefore, in order to oblige and amaze 
public, I soon became a very large contributor to 
monthly magazmes. But I had the unepeaki 
mortification to see my favours sometimes not n 
serted, sometimes postponed, often much altei 
and you may be sure always for the worse. On 
these occasions, 1 never failed to condemn the arro- 
gance and folly of the compilers of these misceUf- 
nies ; wondering how they could so grossly mista)(t 
their own interest, and nuglect the entertainment (rf 
their readers. 

In the meantime a maiden aunt, with whom I 
lived, a very pious old lady, turned methodist, aai 
often took me with her to the Tabernacle, the Fdiu^ 
dery, and many private meetings. This made sndi 
an impression upon my mind, that I devoted myn^. 
entirely to sacred subjects, and wrote several hynuM,' 
which were received with infinite applause by all llifi 
good women who visited my aunt : and (the semnte 
being ajso Methodists) they were often sung by dw 
whole family in the kitchen. I might perhaps il 
time have rivalled Wesley in these ibvine compoai- 
tions, and had even begun an entire new version ti 
the Psalms; when my aunt changing her religiont 
second time, became a Moravian, But the hynuts 
usually sung by the United Brethren, contain senti- 
ments so sublime and so incomprehensible, diatnot- 
withstanding my late success in that kind ol' poetij, 
and the great opinion I entertain of my own talentt) 
I durst not venture on their style and manner. 

As love and poetry mutually produce each othet) 
it ia no wonder, that before I was seventeen 1 bad 
singled out my particular Sacharissa. This ynu msT 
supposegavebirlJito innumerable songs, elegies, aU 
acrostics. In the space of two years I had written 
inure love verses than Waller, or auy other poel; 
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marhea, just as I imagined I had rhymed myself into 
^m&t good graces, I had the mortification to find that 
V my mistress was married to a comet of horse, a 
fellow, who I am sure never wrote a line in his life. 
This threw me into such a violent rage against the 
whole sex, that I immediately burnt every syllable 
I had written in her praise, and in bitterness of soul 
translated the sixth satire of Juvenal. 

Soon after this, the son and heir of Lord Townly, 
Id whom I have the honour of being a distant relation, 
Was engaged in a treaty of marriage with a rich 
heiress. I sat down immediately with great com- 

f»sure to write an Epithalamium on this occasion. 
trimmed Hymen's torch, and invited the Lovers 
and Graces to the wedding ; Concord was prepared 
to join their hands, and Juno to bless them with a 
numerous race of children. After all these pains, 
when every thing was ready for the wedding, and 
the last hand put to the Epithalamium, the match 
was suddenly broke off, and my poem of course 
rendered useless. I was more uneasy under this 
disappointment than any of the parties could possi- 
bly be ; till I was informed of the sudden marriage 
of a noble lord with a celebrated beauty. On this 
popular occasion, promising myself universal ap- 
t plause, I inunediately published my Epithalamium, 
I which like Bays's Prologue, was artfully contrived 
to serve one purpose as well as another. 

As my notions had been hitherto confined within 
a narrow sphere of life, my literary pursuits were 
consequently less important, till I had the oppor- 
r tunity of enlarging my ideas by going abroad. My 
travels, of which I have before hinted something to 
the reader, opened to me a new and extensive field 
for observation. I will not presume to boast, that 1 
received any part of my education at Geneva, or 
any of those celebrated foreign universities, in which 
alone an Englishman can be grounded in the ^rinci- 
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plea of relif^oii and liberty : but I may say 
vanity, that I gleaned some useful knuwle< 
every place I visited. My propensity tc 
follovred me wherever I went: and were ] 
with encouragemeot by a large subscription: 
publish several volumes of curious remark 
I made in my tour. 1 had, indeed, like to 
into some unlucky scrapes, by turuiug n 
places, where the liberty of the press was 
much as heard of. At Paris I narrowly 
being put into the Bastile for a little Chanta 
reflecting on the mistress of the Grand M' 
and I was obliged to quit Rome a week so< 
I intended, for fixing on Pasquiu a prayei 
Pope's toe, which was then laid up with thi 
It was not till my return from abroad, tl 
mally commenced a professed critic, for 
now thought myself thoroughly qualified, 
draw parallels between Marseilles and '. 
compare the behaviour of the French parti 
the English pit ; and have lately made a 
affecting an indifiereace about the present I 
as I took care to let every body know that 
ten seen them in Planders. My knowledj 
atrical affairs naturally led me to write a gi 
ber of occasional pamphlets on those topi 
as ' Examens of New plays. Letters to ti 
gers, &c.' Not content with this, I had 
inclination to shine in the drama. I ofter 
myself with computing— ' three benefit ni 
me see— six hundred pounds at least-— an 
more for the copy — besides a perpetual fri 
the house.' — These were temptations n 
resisted. I sat dowu therefore to a tragc 
before I got through the first act, despairing 
it sufficiently pathetic for the modem taste, 
ed my scheme, and began a comedy; ih 
reflecting, that most of our comedies wei 
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but overgrown farces, contented myself with 
» wliat authors fire now pleased to call a co- 
f two acts. This I finished with a great deal 
iSy and very much to my own satisfaction ; 
t being able to get it on the stage, as one 
vas entirely taken up with pantomimes, and 
oager of the other had so many farces of his 
'. generously piade a present' of it to an actor 
benefit ; — when to my great surprise it was 
1. 

ve at last resolved to bend all my attention, 
dicate all my powers, to the carrying on this 
isent elaborate undertaking. 1 am sorry to 
hat the success has not at all answered my 
ations : I flattered myself with being univer- 
mown, read, and admired ; but I find quite 
itrary. I went into a coffee-house the other 
r White-chapel Mount, where on asking for 
»nnoisseur, iJie woman stared at me, apd said 
1 not know what I meant. I dined last week 
breign ambassador's ; and not a word about 
my works passed at table. I wrote to a re- 
at Caermarthen, desiring to know what repu- 
my paper l^as in Wales ; but he tells me, uiat 
g m the literary way comes down there but 
lug's speech ^nd the London Evening Post. I 
nquired into the sale of my first number, my 
}, my third, my fourth, and the last : yet 1 
t assure my readers, that I have sold three 
ind of any one of them. In short, I give this 
: notice once for all, that if 1 do not find my- 
iken in all over England, by the time I have 
ihed two or three hundred papers, — let them 
;o it — let them look to it — 1 11 bid adieu to m^ 
teful country, go directly to Berlin, and (as 
,ire is discarded) employ my pen in the service 
xi encourager of literary merit the King of 
sia. O. 
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*,* As sereral corresptHideutA, since Ute fin 
pnblicalioD of this number, hare desired to kDM 
from what Italian author the Fable at the beginni^ 
of this paper is borrowed: we think it necesaaij I 
act^uaint them, that the lictioD is entirely our own 
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P^aitet haipilii, citm me spectaitU lacertus 

Jiaponil collo rHtinu itle tKo. 
Oecula cLm reru coraat nan dura dareiU, 

AhU acaloi poiiui pocala nutpCa RKDI. Ovui. 
I lonth'd the dioDer, while berore m; race 
Tlie ctuwn still paw'd joo with a Vude embrace: 
But wheo je toy'd and kias'd withont controal, 
I turn'd and Ecreen'd my eyea behind the bowl. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
I SKALL make no apology for recommending to your 
notice, as Censor-general, a fault that is too com- 
mon among the married people ; I mean the absurd 
trick of fondling before company. Love is, indeed, 
a very rare ingredient in modern wedlock; nor can 
the parties entertain too much affection for each other: 
but an open display of it on all occasions render! 
them ridiculous. 

A few days ago I was introduced to a young coa- 
ple who were bi)t lately married, and are reckoned 
by all their acquointaDce to be exceeding happy ia 
each other. I had scarce saluted the bride, when 
the husband caught her eag;erly in his arms, and al- 
most devoured her with kisses. When we were 
seated, they took care to place themselves close to 
each other ; and during our conversation he was cob- 
stantly piddling with her fingers, tapping her cheek, 
or playing with her hair. At dinner, they were mu- 
tually employed in pressing each other to taste of 
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J dish ; and the fond appellations of ' my dear^ 
ove^' &c. were constantly bandied across the 
t. Soon after the cloth was removed, the lady 
e a motion to retire; but the husband prevented 
K>mpUments of the rest of the company by say- 

' We should be unhappy without her. As 
K)ttle went round, he joined her health to every 
:; and could not help now and then rising from 
hair to press her hand, and manifest the warmth 
s passion by the ardour of his caresses. This 
ous fooling, though it highly entertained them, 

me great disgust: therefore, as my company 
t very well be spared, I took my leave as soon 
issible. 

dthittg is more common than to see a new mar- 
couple, setting out with a splendour in their 
»age, furniture, and manner of living, which 

have been afterwards obliged to retrench. 

it happens, when they have made themselves 
rkable by a shew of excessive love. They be- 
ith great eclat, are lavish of their fondness, at 
but their whole stock is soon wasted ; and 
poverty is the more insupportable, as their for- ^ 
profusion has made it more conspicuous. 1 
remarked the ill consequences of this indiscre- 
1 both cases : One couple has at last had sepa- 
leds, while the other have been carried to the 

in hackney chairs. 

o people, who are to pass their whole lives to- 
r, may surely find time enough for dalliance 
at playing over their pretty tricks in public, 
ridiculous would it appear, if in a large assem- 
^ery one should select his mate, and the whole 
my should fall into couples, like the birds on 
itioe's day ! And it is. surely no less absurd, 

a man and his wife eternally trifling and toy- 
gather, 
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Still amorous, and fond, and billing, .1 

lake Philip and Mary on a shilling. Hudibras. ^ 

I have often been reduced to a kind of awkwi 

distress on these occasions ; not knowing which ^ 

to look, or what to say. I consider them as pla|l 

a game, in which the stander-by is not at all iol 

rested ; and would therefore recommend it to efl 

third person in these circumstances to take it* IH 

hint, that the parties have a mind to be alone^ i 

leave the room without further ceremony. ■ 

A friend of mine happened to be engaged in fr^ 

sit to one of these loving couples. He sat still I 

some time, without interrupting the little endti 

ments that passed between them. Finding theat 

length quite lost in nods, whispers, ogles, and- 

short, wholly taken up with each other, he rang! 

bell, and desired the servant to send in my la3 

woman. When she came, he led her very graT< 

to the settee, and began to indulge himself in C 

tain freedoms, which provoked the damsel to cc 

plain loudly of his rudeness. The lady flew int 

violent passion, and rated him severely for his m* 

strous behaviour. My friend begged her pan 

with great politeness, hoped she was not oftend 

for that he thought there had been no harm in am 

ing himself a little while with Mrs. Betty, in 

same manner as her ladyship and Sir John had b 

diverting themselves these two hours. 

This behaviour, though at all times improper, t 
in some sort be excused, where perhaps the mf 
had been huddled up by the parents, and the yo 
people are such new acquaintance, that they so 
ever saw each other till their marriage. A pai 
loving turtles may be be indulged in a little amo! 
billing at their first coming together : yet this lic( 
should expire with the honey-moon, and even in 
period be used but sparingly. 
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But if this conduct is blameable in young people* 
im yery absurd is it in those advanced in years * 
o can help laughing when he sees a worn-out 
.u and belle, practising at threescore the very 
«that are ridiculous at sixteen? I could wish 
such a pair of antiquated lovers were delineated 
^e pei^cil of an Hogarth. How humourously 
Id he represent two emaciated wrinkled figures, 
eyes sunk into their heads, lank cheeks, and 
ess gums, affecting to leer, smile, and lan- 
at each other. But thb affectation is still 
remarkable, when a liquorish old fool is con- 
Ay fondling a young wife : though perhaps the 
if^i is not so disgusting to a stranger, who may 
Nttonably suppose it to be the overflowings of a fa- 
Iff^s tenderness for his daughter. 

h sometimes happens, that one of the parties per- 
ttnrei ^e folly of this behaviour. I have seen a 
NMrible man quite uneasy at the indiscreet marks of 
iUiiess shown by his lady. I know a clergyman 
lithe country, who is often put to the blush by the 
Itage familiarities, which his wife's love induces 
^ to take with him. As she has had but an indif- 
education, you would often be at a loss to 
wr, whether she is very kind, or very rude. If 
•dines abroad, she always sees him get on horse- 
w, and before he has got twenty yards from the 
woTi halloos after him, * be at home in time, my 
w soul, do.' I have known her almost quarrel 
*nh him for not buttoning his coat in the middle of 
r : and she once had the good-nature to burn 
▼ery valuable collection of Greek manuscripts, lest 
poring over those horrid crooked letters should 
her dear Jack's eyes out. Thus does she tor- 
t the poor parson with her violent affection for 
, • and according to the common phrase, kills him 
r^ kindness. 
^hte I conclude, I cannot bwt take notice of 
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those luscious love-scenes Uiat have so great aH 
in our modern pl^s 1 which are rendered still n 
fulsome by the olHciousness of the player, vko U 
every opportunity of heightening the expression.! 
kisses and enibracefl. Id a comedy nothin 
relished by the audience than a loud smack, f 
echoes through the whole house ; and ii 
passionate scenes of a tragedy the hero and tlieli 
roine ai'e continually flying into eoich. others ani 
For my part I am never present at a scene of m 
kind, which produces n conscious simper fromli 
boxes, and an hearty chuckle of ajiplaune from fl 
pit and galleries, but 1 am ready to exclaim «l 
old Renault — ' 1 like not these Luggers.' i 

I would recommend it to all married people, bl 
especially to the ladies, not to be so sweet upon tbi 
dears before company : bu^ I would not ba und^ 
stood to countenance thirt coldness and indifferoMl 
whichare bo fashionable in the polite world. N^ottJi 
is accounted more ungenteel, than for a husbaj 
and wife to be seen together in public places ; ti 
if they should ever accidentally nieet, they tftka.J 
more notice of each other, thaa iii they were alM 
lute strangers. The gentleman may lavish a^s msi 
gallantry as he pleases on other women, and ti 
lady give encouragement to twenty pretty felloii 
without censure: but they would cither of m 
blush at being surprised, in. showing the least njan 
of a regard for each other. 

T- I am. Sir, 

Your humble Servant) & 
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:rebraia non habit ! PhxdH. 

10 splcDdid and so rain, 
Tis but a gilded block without a brain. 
I MUST acknowledge the receipt of many letle 
containing very lavish encomiums on my work 
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the rest a .coitespodent, whom I take to hi 
seller, is pleased to compliment me on the 
9s of my print and paper ; but tells me, that 
ery sorry not to see something expressive of 
iertalyng in the little cut that I carry in front, 
rae, mdeed, that my printer and publisher 
lYevgA consultations on this subject; and 1 am 
3d to confess, that they had once prevailed on 
soffer a profile of my face to be prefixed to 
imabcar. But when it was finished^ I was 
Bortified to see what a scurvy figure I made 
)d : nor could I submit to be hung out, like 
bton, at my own door, or let my fac6 serve 
e oanvas befote a. booth to call people into the 
I hope it will not be imputed to envy or ma- 
ice, that I here remark on this part of the 
(tion of Mr. Fitz-Adam. When he gave his 
the title of The World, I suppose he meant 
Date his design of describing that part of it, 
"e known to account all other persons nobody, 
*e therefore emphatically called The World, 
was t9 be picldred dui in the head-piec^, a 
fc her toilette, a party at whist, or the jovial 
ir of the Diletanti tapping the World for 
Nigne, had been the most natural and obvious 
yphics. Bu^ when we see the portrait of a 
ipner poring on the globe instead of obser va- 
in modern life, we might more naturally ex- 
system of geography, or an attempt towards 
>very of the longitude. 

reader will smile, perhaps, at a criticism of 
id ; yet, certainly, even«here propriety should 
erved, or at least all absurdities avoided. But 
alter being usually left to the printer or book- 
it is often attended with strange blunders 
Lsapj^cations. I have seen a sermon ushered 
t the representation of a shepherd and shep- 
8 sporting on a bank of flowers, with two lit^ 

£2 
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tie Cupids smiling over head; while, perb^H) 
epithalamiuin, or an ode for a birth-day, baa b 
introduced with death's beads aod critss moifl 
bones. . I 

The inhabitants of Grub-street are generally,)) 
studious of propriety in this point. Before the k| 
penny account of an borse-race, we see the jock 
whipping, spurring, jostling, and the horses stfl 
iog within sight of the post. The last dying spal 
character, and behaviour of the malefactors pres^ 
us with a prospect of the place of execution ; ani 
History ot the London 'Prentice exhibits the Sg 
of a lad standing between two lions, and ramniiif 
hands down their throats. A due regard has h 
paid to this article, in the several elegies froml 
quarter on the death of Mr. Pelham. They are 
compassed with dismal black lines, and all the 
blc emblems of death: nor can we doubt, but I 
an author, who lakes such care to express a de* 
sorrow on the outside of his work, has infost 
great deal of the pathetic into the piece itself. 

These little erobeUishments were originally 
signed to please the eye of the reader; as wete 
children to learn their letters by disposing the all 
bet into pictures. But, in out modern compositu 
tjiey are not only ornamental but useful. An u 
or a flower-pot, at the beginning and end of ei 
chapter or section, enables the bookseller to f 
out a nove), without plot or incident, to a gi 
number of volumes ; and by the help of these dc 
rations, properly disposed, I have known a ti 
piece swell into a duodecimo, which bad set 
matter enough for a sixpenny pamphlet. 

In this place I might also take notice of the se 
ral new iiuprovements in the business of typograp 
Thongbit is reckoned ungentcel to write a good ha 
yet every one is proud of appearing in a beaut 
print : «nd the productiuns of a man of tjuality co 
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iM Uie pn.. i. a very neat Iett«r, though, perfaap, 
mfb nHnuisonpt is hardly legible. Indeed, ottar mo- 
■Hrv writers deem to be more solicitouii about 
^Mtward eliegance, than the intrinsic merit of their 
fb^nipositiolls : and on this account it is thought 
mean recommendation of their works, to ad- 
._ that they are * beautifully printed oh a 
paper and entire new letter/ Nor are they 
iMy indebted to the press for the beauty of the 
^^fpe, but often call in its assistance to explain and 
Vmroe the sentiment. When an author is in doubt 
^^iwtfaer the reader will be able to comprehend his 
^Btning, or indeed, whether he has any meaning at 
tf 9 he tekes <sme to sprinkle'the sentence with italics; 
iHt'When he would surprise un with any thing more 
Miking than ordinary, he distinguishes the empha- 
tieal wovds by large staring CAPITALS, which 
#rertop the rest of thdr ibfiows, and are intended, 
like the grenadiers' caps, to give us aii idea of somii^ 
Ahigfprand and uncommon'. These are^desfigned atf 
io many hints to let the readleir know whei>8 he is W 
be paiticulariy affected ; and tfUswer the samepur- 

Cwi^ the marginididirectionB ib plays, which id- 
the actor when h^ is to la«igh or cry. This' 
fkactice is most remaikable in pi^cer of modem wit* 
nd humour ; and it may be observed, tbuft where 
there ia tiie least of these lively qualities, Oie author 
iv most desirous of substituting these arts in their 
mom; imagining, that by a judicious distributioh of 
these enlivening stress in different parts of it, his 
woric, however dull in itself, will become Enoiart and 
briUiant. 

And here I cannot but take notice, that these 
arts have been' employed to a veiy great advantage 
In the service of the theatres; The writer of the 
pby bills deals out his capitals in so just a proper- 
lioo, that you may tell the salary of each actor by 
the siae of the letter' in which his name is printed. 

e8 
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Wbeti the present manajiier of Urury-lane i 
upon the sUige, a new set of lype» two iii< 
Here cast on purpose to do honour to his 
nary merit. This indeed is so proper, 
verest critics on the drama cannot be 
diia piece of theatrical justice. 

There is lately sprung up among us x 
of writers, who are moKt of them persons 
rank and fashion. At this period the whole 
Gommons are turned authors : and we can 
ciently admire the propriety of style and i 
in those elegant addresses, by which the' 
vSer themselves as candidates, and beg tl 
of your votes and interest. These gentlei 
tliemselves greatly of the arts of printio 
mentioned ; whether they would raise the 
their own cause, or throw out invectives c 

Iiosite party. The courtier sets before yoi 
arge letters his steady attachment to Kin 
while his opponent displays in the sam 
zeal for Liberty and the Constitution, 
undoubtedly have a wonderful effect on 
and I cpula almost assure any patriot 
cess, who should manifest his regard for £ 
byprmting his addresses in the SDiD QEnsIU! 
But, in the whole republic of letters, 
none, perhaps, who are more obliged to tl 
than the writers of periodical essays. ' 
tators, indeed, came into the world withe 
the advantages we are possessed of. They 
ginally published in a very bad print and [ 
were so .ntirely destitute of all outward o 
that like (Terence's virgin) 

jV! 

/n ipti inEwef/nrmfl, kacforTnum exHnguei 
' Unless the soul of beauty had breathe 
thc'compositious themselves, these diss 
would have suppressed the least appearai 



I; TITE CONNOISSEUR. 48 

As it requires no genius to supply a defect of this 
tature, our modem essays as much excel the Spec- 
tators in elegance of form, as perhaps they may be 
thought to fall short of them in every other respect. 
But they have this additional advantage, that by the 
fineness of their paper they are rescued from serving 
wujxy mean and ignoble purposes, to which they 
■light otherwise be applied. They also form them- 
selves more commodiously into volumes, and be- 
atome genteeler appendages of the tea-table. The 
candid, seader will undoubtedly impute this extraor- 
dinary care about externals to the modesty of us 
fresent essayists, who are willing to compensate for 
oar poverty of genius, by bestowing these outward 
graces and embellishments on our works. For my 
own part, I never reflect on the first unadorned 
publication of the Spectator, and at the same time 
take up one of my own papers, set off with every 
ornament of the press, but I am afraid that the cn- 
tics will apply, what a facetious peer is said to have 
remarked on two different ladies ; that * the first is 
a soul without a body, and the last a body without a 
soul/ 

As in this fashionable age there are many of Lord 
Foppington's opinion, * that a book should be re- 
commended by its outside to a man of quality and 
breeding,' it is incumbent on all authors to let their 
works appear as well drest as possible, if they ex- 
pect them to be admitted into polite company. Yet 
we should not lay too much stress on the decora- 
tions, but rather remember TuUy's precept to all 
who build, that ' the owner should be an ornament 
to the house, and not the house to the owner.' 
T. 
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I I 

SalvHipie anhaii niri-ncula rtrum, 

Eripuitqae Jattfalmm, tntiflque tojianH. M^NUi 

He freed uin minds from dread of thrngB Bbove, 

And uintcli'd Ike thunder frmi the hand of Jov«. ^ 

Tub publication of Lord Boliiigbro Ice's postftunitll^ 
works has givon new lire and spirit to t'ree-thiiiItlB|l< 
We seem at present lo be endeavouring to unlnflf 
our catechism, witli »tl that we have been taiigtf 
about reli^on, in order te model our faith 10 4tf 
foshion of bis Lordship's nystem. We have Dffff 
notbi^ to do, but to throw away our Bibles, tunT 
the chuTchea into tJteatre^, ww) rejoice that an Mt 
of Fariiament, now in force, gives u3 an opportuaHT^ 
of gettiag rid of the clwgy by transportation. I WB 
in hopes that the extraof dinary price of these voluiMlj 
would have confined their influence to persons W 
quality. As they are placed above extreme indi-' 
^ence and absolute want of bread, their loose notionV 
would have carried them no farther than cheating at 
card»i, or perhaps plundering their country: bdtir 
these opinious spread, amon^ the vulgar, we sbalt 
be knocked down at noon-day in our streets, aiA 
nothing will go forward but robberies and murders. 
The instances 1 have lately seen of free-thinklnpi 
n the lower part of the world, make me fear, they 
ire going to be as fashionable and us nicked as tfaeu' 
betters. I went the other night to the Robin Hood : 
where it is umial for the advocates against religion 
to assemble, and openly avow their infidelity. One 
of the cjucstions for the night was, ' Whether Lor* 
Boliugbroke had not done sweater service to mankind 
by his writings, than the Apostles or Evangeliiits !' 
As this society is chiefly composed of lawyera" 
clerks, petty tradesmen, and the lowest mechanics, 
ks at lirst surprised to find such amazing erudition 
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imong them. Toland, Tindal, Collinsy Chubb, and 
HandeTille, they seemed to have got by heart. A 
ihoemaker harangued his five minutes upon the ex- 
cellence of the tenets maintained by Lord Boling- 
iroke ; but I soon found that his reading had not 
)een extended beyond the idea of a patriot King, 
irhich he had mbtaken for a glorious system of free- 
liiiiking. I could not help smiling at another of the 
M>mpany, who took pains to show his disbelief of 
he Gospel by unsainting the apostles, and calling 
liem by no other title than plain Paul or plain Peter. 
Tbe proceedings of this society, have, indeed, almost 
induced me to wish, that (like the Roman Catholics) 
iliey were not permitted to read the Bible, rather 
tkan ihey should read it only to abuse it. 

I have frequently heard many wise tradesmen, 
MtUing the most important articles of our faith over 
imnt of beer. A baker took occasion from Canning's 
tnir to maintain, in opposition to the Scriptures, 
^t man might live by bread alone, at least that 
woman might; * for else,' said he, ' how could the 
c;irl have been supported for a whole month by a few 
urd crusts 7' In answer to this, a barber surgeon 
Bet forth the improbability of that story ; and thence 
inferred, that it was impossible for our Saviour to 
have fasted forty days in the wilderness. I lately 
Iieard a midshipman swear that the Bible was all a 
lie; for he had sailed round the world with Lord 
Anson, and if there had been any Red Sea, he must 
have met with it. I know a bricklayer, who, while 
he was working by line and rule, and carefully lay- 
ing one brick upon another, would argue with a 
fefiow labourer, that the world was made by chance ; 
and a cook, who thought more of his trade than his 
Bible, in a dispute concerning the miracles, made 
a pleasant mistake about the nature of the first, and 
gravely asked his antagonist what he thought of the 
Sapper at Cana. 



\ 
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This aifectation of free-thinking, amon^ the k 
class of people, is at present happily coiifiaed to d 
men. On Sundays, vrhile the husbauds are topi 
the ale-house, the good women their wives m' 
their duty to go t» church, say their prayers, 
bome the text, and heor the children their catecUi 
But our polite ladies itre, 1 fear, in their lirea ■ 
conversatioDS little better than free-thinkers. Oai 
to church, since it is now no longer the fasbtOD ft 
carry on intrigues there, is almost wholly laid aiiih},' 
and I verily believe, that nothing but another eulk • 
f^uakecan ever fill the churches with people of qua^- 
bty. The fair sex in general are too thoughtlesB ts 
concern themselves in deep inquiries into matten of 
religion. It is sufficient, that they are taught U) 
believe themselves angels : it would therefore be ai 
ill compliment, while we talk of the heaven they 
bestow, to persuade them into the Mahometan notion, 
that they have no souls ; though perhaps our line gen- 
tlemen may imagine that by convincing a. lady that 
she has no soul, she will be less scrupulous about 
the disposal of her body, 

■ The ridiculous notions maintained by free-thiokeri 

in their writings, scarce deserve a serious refutation; 
and perhaps the best method of answering tbeB 
would be to select from their works all the abiord and 
impracticable notions, which they so stiffly maintain 
in order to evade the belief of the Christian religion. 
I shall here throw together a few of their princ^ul 
tenets, under the contradictory title of 

I THE unbeliever's CREED. 

I believe that there is no God, but that matter in 
God, and God is matter; and that it is no ntftlMr, 
whether there is any God or no. 
I believe that the world was not ma<le; that tho 
world made itself; that it had no beginning; lii^'ik 
will last for ever, world without end. ^^h 
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I believe that mm is a beast ; that the soul is the 
' Wdy> and the body tile soul ; and that after death 
ti«e is neitiier body nor soul. 

% believe that there is no religion ; that natural 
leligioa is the only religion; and thjat all religion is 
W^^ral. 

I beUeve not in Moses; I believe in the First 
Philosophy; I believe not the Evangelists ; 1 beUeve 
ni Chubb, Collins, Toland, T&ndal, Morgan, Man- 
de^iUe, Woolston, Hobbs, Shaftesbury ; I believe 
IB Lord Bolingbroke ; I believe not St. Paul. 
^ I believe not Revelation ; I believe in tradition : I 
believe ia the Talmud ; I believe in the Alcoran ; I 
believe not the Bible; I believe in Socrates, I believe 
ni Caafaeiufi ; I believe in Sanconiathon ; I believe 
W tfahomet ; I believe not in Christ. 

Lastly, I believe in all unbelief. 

AN ADDRESS 

TO BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Eyer since we have thought fit to take these king- 
dpQis into our immediate care, we have made it our 
Wnest endeavour to go hand in hand with your 
wisdoms in. promoting the welfare and prosperity o£ 
the people. The important business of taxes^ lot- 
teries, marriages, and Jews, we have left to your 
weighty consideration : while ourselves have been 
employed in the regulation of fashions, the establish- 
ment of taste, and amendment of the morals. We 
I We the satisfaction to find, that both our measures 
, We hitherto met with success: and the public 
iffiiirs are at present in so prosperous a condition, 
< that the national vices seem as likely to decrease as 
^, the nlitional debt. 

^ The dissolution of your assembly is now at hand ; 
iftd as your whole attention will naturally be engaged 
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in securing to yourselves and friends a scat i 
nest parltanieot, it is needless to recommeud 1 
you, that Iieads should ho broken, drunkenness a 
couraged, and abuse propagated ; which has ht 
found by experience to be the best method of si 
porting the freedom of elections. In the mean tie 
as the care of the nation must be left to us, it is I 
cessary that, during this interval, ourprerogativeii 
Censor- General, should be considerably ext^nde 
and we should be invested with the united powers; 
Lords and Commons. 

When we arc entrusted with this important cbai 
we shall expect, that every different faction R 
concur in our measures for the public utility; ' 
Whig and Tory, High-Church and Low-Chu 
Court and Country, shall all unite in this comi 
cause ; and that opposite parties in the body poUtifit ■ 
like the arms and legs in the body natural, shall movB' 
in concert, though they arc on different sides. In ouT 
papers, which we continue to publish on Thuradaysi 
under the title of The Connoisseur, every misde- 
meanor shall be esamined, and offenders called K» 
the bar of the House. Be it therefore enacted, that 
these our orders and resolutions have an equal aa- 
thority with acts of parliament : aa we doubt not. 



hey will be of equal advantage to the community. 

The extraordiuary supplies requisite for the service 
if the current weeks, and for the support of our o«nd 
privy purse, oblige us to demand of you, that a sum/ 



e extraordiuary supplies requisite for the service 
of the current weeks, and for the support of o 

■se, oblige us to demand of you, that .. _.. , 
eding two-pence, be levied weekly on eacl^ 
person, tobecollectedby our trusty and well-belovM 
the booksellers. We must also particularly request 
of you, that the same privilege and protection Gift 
extended to us, which ia enjoyed by yourselves, an'tfi 
is so very convenient to many of your honourable' 
members. It is no less expedient, that we shoulA 
be secured from let or molestation : be it therefore^ 
provided, that no one presume to aiTest, orcauSQ tA- 
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urested^ our person, or th^ persons of our pub- 
ler, printer, corrector, devil, or any other em- 
yed in our service. 

We have only to add, that you may rely on our 
:e and diligence in discharging the high trust re- 
led in us, in such manner as shall merit the thanks 
the next parliament. We shall then recommend 
to dieir consideration, whether it would not be for 
d interest of these kingdoms, that we should have 
woolpack allotted us with tiie bishops, or be al- 
ved a perpetual seat among the commons, as the 
fiesentative of the whole people. But if this 
kwld be deemed too great an honour, it will, at 
Mot, be'thought necessary, that we should be occa- 
ionally called in, like the judges, to give our opinion 
ictses of importance. 

Town, Connoisseur, Critic, and 
T. . Censor-General. 
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Nifiriov, 89rw <i$od^ ifiouH iroKtfioiOj 

ObS iyoptwv, ha r Mptg apnrptirtts T*h.*^fifft, HoMER. 

What knows the stripling of the soldier's trade, 
Beyond his regimentals and cockade ? 

SARNIN6, as it polishes the mind, enlarges our 
eas, and gives an ingenuous turn to our whole con- 
rsation and behaviour,' has ever been esteemed a 
eral accomplishment ; and is, indeed, the princi- 
I characteristic that distinguishes the gentleman 
m the mechanic. 

rtus axiom being universally allowed, I have often 
lerved with wonder the neglect of learning that 
▼ails among the gentlemen of the army; who, 
withstanding their shameful deficiency in this 
in requisite, are generally proposed as the most 
roL. I. i? 
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exact ntodeU of good behariour, und 
potiteoegs. 

The art of war is tio easy study : it requires n 
labour and upplioatjon to go through v ' 
Gaits ' the rudiments of soldienhip, in all the A 
of embattling, marching, eneaioping, fortifying, n 
sieging, and battcriag, with all the hetps of sock 
and modern stratagetus, tactics, and warlike maxia. 
With all tliese, every oHicer should undoubted^! 
acquainted; for mere regimentals no more creaWl 
soldier, than t^ cowl makes a monk. But, I Ui 
the generality of our army have made tittle pi 
ciency in the art they profess; have learnt little bM 
than just to accfuit themselves with some decencjj 
a review; have not studied and e:xamined, as tl 
ought, the ancient and modem principles of wiirj 
Nor the division of a batHe knnvr, i 

More tliau a apioster. Siiakbpeare. i 

Besides the study of the art of war itself, th 
are many collateral branches of literature ; of nllt 
as gentlemen and as soldiers, they should n«t ba 
norant. Whoever bears a commission in the Oil 



should be well read in history. J'he examples 
Alexander, Ctcsar, or Marlborough, however illiu^ 
ous, are of little concern to the generality of read« 
but are set up as so many land-marks, to direct ihi 
who are pursuing the same course of glory, 
thorough kuowlodge of history would furnish a M 
mauder with true courage, inspire him with an ban 
emulation of his ancestors, and teach him to gi> 
victory without shedding blot^d. 

Poetry too, more especially that of the ancie 
aeeins particularly calculated fiv the perusal of d 
concerned in war. The subject of the Iliad is 
tirely martial; and the principal characters are 
tinguished from each other cluefiy by their di0^ 
exertion of the single quality of courage. Ht^ 
I suppose, on ac<n>unt of this martial s; ■'^^~ 



1 
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^ throug^t tfa# Iliad, tfiat Abxander was 
tivaled with it» that he is said to hare laid it 
Bight. under his piliow. The principal cha- 
in the £neid is a general, of remarkable piety 
>iirage ; and great part of the poem is made up 
r. Tbtee studies cannot, snrdy, fail of ani- 
I a jBMHlera breast, which often kindled such a 
ardour in the aiutieats^ 

NTS look into the lives of die greatest generals of 
otyj we slttJl find them no mean proficients in 
M, They led theur armies to Tictoiy by their 
^ Vkd supported the state by their counsels, 
nvered the same Pallas, as the goddess of war 
'wisdom; and the Spartans in particular, be- 
thqr entered on an engagement, always sacri- 
to the Muses. The eidiortations, given by 
Duders before the onset, are some of the most' 
Ued pieces of oratory in all antiquity, and fre* 
^produced astonishing effects, rousing the sol- 
am despair, and hurr3ring them on to victory. 
Uitetate commander would have been the con- 
( of Greece and Rome. Tally, indeed, was 
1 the learned Consul in derision ; but then, as 
its observes, ^ his head was turned another way. 
n he read the tactics, he was thinking on the 
^hkh was his field of battle.' I am particularly 
^ with the character of Scipio iEmilianus, as 
Q by Velleius Paterculus, and would recom- 
mit to the smotts imitation of our modem officers. 
^^ 80 great an admirer of liberal studies, that 
Iwayg retained the most eminent wits in his 
*: nor did any one fill up the intervals of busi- 
with more elegance, retiring firom war only to 
^^the arts of peace : always employed in arms 
^y» always exercising his body with perils, or 
piuiiag his mind with science* The author con- 
^ tfaii amiable portrait with a description of 
^us; a genersi so little Tersed to ihepoUtft 

F 2 
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arts, that, having taken at Corinth several pictd 
and statues of the greatest artists, he threateoetlfl 
persons who were intrusted with the carriage of tb 
to Italy, ' that, if they lost those, they Bhould ^ 
new ones.' I 

1 would fain have a British officer looked upon in 
as much deference as those of Greece and F 
but while they neglect the acquisition o 
GDm[ilishmentH, they will never meet with theel 
respect. Instead of cultivating their minds, & 
wholly taken up in adorning their bodies, andW 
upon gallantry and intrigue as essential parts of ft 
character. To glitter in the boxes, or at an asseBih 
is the full display of their politeness; and tob«l3 
life and soul of a lewd brawl, almost the only If 
tion of their courage ; insomuch that there is a g 
deal of justice in Macheath's raillery, when heri 
' if it was not for us, and the other gentlemen of 'fl 
Bword, Dniry Lane would be uninhabited.' '' 

It is something strange, that officers should it^ 
any inducement to acquire so gentleman- like BUM 
Gomplisbment as learning. If they imagine it wWV 
derogate from their good-breeding, or call off ft| 
attention from military business, they are mistake 
Pedantry is no more connected with learning, lU 
rashness with courage. Csesar, who was the find 
gentleman and the greatest general, was also the hd 
scholar of his age. 

To say the truth, learning wears a more amiab 
aspect and winning air in courts and cumps, whai 
ever it appears there, than amid the gloom of collegi 
and cloisters. Mixing in genteel life files off U 
rust that may have been contracted by study, » 
wears out any little odduess or peculiarity, that mi 
be acquired in the closet. I'or this reason, the offic 
is more inexcusable who neglects an accompliahme' 
that would sit so gracefully upon him : for this r& 
son, too, wc pay so great deference to those fe 
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^Bo hare enriched their raindB with the treaswres o 
^■Sqiiity. An illiterate c^Ek^er either hardeBa into i 
^reace^V^^f or refines ioto a fop. The insipidity of th< 
^.Tiisc*^ 9lt IS utterly contemptible ; and a rough bruta 
ey fthosflwige, unpolished by science, and unassisted b^ 
^PuoD, has no more claim to heroism, than the case 
toked jjfc dened valour of a bruiser or prize-fighter. Agree 
ce anii P^ to this notion. Homer in the fifth Iliad repte- 
of tbeiUj-'ts the goddess Minerra as wounding Mars, anc 
t withfsVKiving the heayy deity off the field of battle ; im- 
minds.iiW]^K nUegoncaily, that wisdom is capable of sub- 
odies, ipHi>i courage. 

ial put»^ ' would flatter myself, that British mind^ are stil 
* at ani^W nohley and BMak genius as exuberant, as thos« 
s ; and^f^ *^y other nation or age whatever ; but that sonu 
St the G^r^*^ Abased by luxury, and others run wild for warn 
t there e^M^inNMr cultivation. If Athens can boast hei 
y, whn^'^Ki^des, Themistoeles, &c. Borne her Camilhis, 
gendena^'vuhiniy Csesar, &e. England had her Edwards 
labited.' Henryfl, and M arlboroughs. It is to be hoped the 
-ers sbot0*^me will come, when i^icaing will be reckoned ac 
^aa-iiiff J^saaiy to qualify a ma» for the army, as for the 
^r^c'j/^i^ fcJi?' pulpit. Then we may expect to see the Btitisl 
- ^^ ' iS!r^7 enter on the' field of battle^ as on a theatre, 
^earo/^ ^ •^bich they are prepared in the parts they are tc 
^^s 6/ 2^ * Xhey will not then, (as Milton expresses 
^so^ Md^^^ ^ ^^ usual strength in his Treatise on 
Sffff^^^^on) if intrusted with fair and hopeful armies, 
^ ^ ^k^fi^ ^em, for want of just and wise discipline, to 
% ^ ^e^ J^^^ay from about them like sick feathers, thovigl] 
^ ^faei never so oft supplied : they wouhi not sul^ 

/ in ^ ^^Mpty and unrecmitable colonels of twenly men 

r .li05|.»--a^^"'P*"*y» *® quaff out, or convey into secret 
rej^^^^ » the wages of a delusive list and miserable 
^j^^l^^^t; yet in the meanwhile to be over-mastered 
lef^ ^ score or two of drunkards, the only soldier} 
a.^4^ ^^^ut diem ; or ebe to comply with all rapines 
"Violences. No, certainly, if they knew aughi 

f3 




of that knowledge, that belongs to good, 
good governors, they would uotsutFer thes 
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Pallm quaa candidit anes 

IpsacoUl. ViHO. 

Let Pallas dwell in tovters herself hsa rBjg'd. 
The principal character in Steele's comedy of 
Lying Lover is young Bookwit ; an Oxonian, ■wti 
oDce tiiTows off the habit and manners of an acd 
mic, and assumes the dress, air, and couyersatioil 
a man of the town. He is, like other fine gentleffli 
a coxcomb; but a coscomb of learning end pal 
His erudition he renders subservient ki bis pleasuil 
bis knowledge in poetry qualifies him for a «01 
neteer, his rhetoric to aay fipe things to the la£n 
and his philosophy to regulate bis equipage ; for B 
talks of having ' Peripatetic footmen, a followed J 
Aristippus for a valet de chambre, an epicurian codl 
with an hermetical chemist (who are good only f 
making tires) for a scullion.' Thus he is, in vnt 
particular, a fop of letters, a complete classioi 

By a review 1 have lately made of the people 1 
this great metropolis, as Censor, I lind that the toi4 
swarms with bookwits. The playhouses, park 
taverns, and coffee-houses are thronged with thai 
Their manner, which has something in it very chara 
teristic, and dilt'erent from the town-bred coxcomt) 
discovers them to the slightest observer. It is, inde« 
no easy matter for one, whose chief employment 
to store his mind with new ideas, to throw thathap' 
vacancy, that total absence of thought and reflectic 

o his countenance, so remarkable 
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I. 

■le gentlemen. The same lounging air, too, that 
[pbses for genteel in an university coffee-house, is 
ipoon distinguished from the genuine careless loll, and 
Atsy saunter ; and bring us over to the notion of Sir 
^ Wilful in The Way of the World, ' that a man should 
4e bound ^prentice to a maker of fops^ before ke 
dentures to set up for himself/ 

Yet, in spite of all these disadvantages, the love 
: «f pleasure, and a few supernumerary guineas, draw 
^Ae student from his literary employment, and entice 
to this theatre of noise and hurry, this grand mart 
luxury ; where as long as his purse can supply 
D, he may be as idle and debauched as he pleases. 
I could not help smiling at a dialogue between two 
flf these gentlemen, which I overheard a few nights 
igo at the Bedford Coffee-house. * Ha ! Jack (says 
one accosting the other) is it you ? How long have 
Jon been in town V — *Two hours.' — ' How long do 

Em stay ! — ^Ten guineas. — If you'll come to Vena- 
e's after the play is over, you'll find Tom Latine, 
Bob Classic, and two or three more, who will be 
very glad to see you. What, you're in town upon 
tbe sober plan at your father's ? But harkye, Frank, 
If you'll call in, I'll tell your friend Harris to pre- 
pare for you. So your servant ; for I am going to 
meet the finest girl upon town in the green boxes.' 
I left the coftee-house pretty late ; and as I came 
into the piazza, the fire in the Bedford-Arms kitchen 
blazed so cheerfully and invitingly before me, that I 
was easily persuaded by a friend who was with me, 
to ^nd the evening at that house. Our good fortune 
led us into the next room to this knot of academical 
rakes. Their merriment being pretty boisterous, 
gave us a good pretext to inquire what company 
were in the next room. The waiter told us, with a 
smartness which those fellows frequently contract 
from attending on beaux and wits, * some gentlemen 
from Oxford, with some ladies, sin My ma^t&i \% 
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always very glad to see them; for while they stay 11 
town, tbey never dine or sup out of his house,<| 
eat and drink, and pay better than any noblemaB.' 

As it grew later tfaey grew louder : till at leoj ' 
an unhappy dispute arose between two of the co 
pany, coDcerning the present grand contest betve 
the Old and the New Interest, which has laulyi 
flamed Oxfordshire. This accident might hai 
attended with ugly coDsequcDCCs : but as thf 
are great enemies to quarrelling;, unless themwl 
are the occasion, a good-natured female of UiecH 
pany interposed, and quelled their animosity, f 
the mediation of this fair one, the dispute ended n 
fashionably, in a bet of a dozen of claret, to 
drank there by the company then present, wheMm< 
the wager should be decided. There was somethil| 
so extraordinary in their whole evening's convenMl 
tion, such an odd mixture of the town and uoiverMW 
that I am pursuaded, if Sir Richard hud been im 
uess to it, he could have wrought it into a sceqell 
lively and entertainiug as auy he has left us. 

The whole time these lettered beaux remain )l 
London, is spent in a continual round of divexgios 
Their sphere, indeed, is somewhat confined ; for thu 
generally eat, drink, and sleep within the peacinfiH 
of Covent-Garden. 1 rcmemher I once saw, ui 
public inn on the road to Oxford, a Journal of tlu 
town transactions of oue of these sparks ; who bad 
recorded them on a window-pane tor the esamph 
audimitationof hisfellaw-stuileuts, I shall preseni 
uiy reader with an exact copy of this cutioua joumaL 
~s nearly as I can remember. 

Monday, code to town in six hours — saw the twu 
last acts of Hamlet—atnight with Polly Brown. 

Tuesday, saw Harlequin Sorcerer — -at night, Pull) 
again. 

Wednesday, saw Macbeth— at uight, witb 
Parker, Polly engaged. 
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orsday^ daw the Suspicious Husband — atnight, 
' again. 

iday^ set out at twelve o'clock for Oxford — a 
'd muzzy place. 

ere are no set of mortals more joyous than these 
Honal rakes, whose pride it is to gallop up to 
once or twice in the year with their quarterage 
ill pockets, and in a few days to squander it 
' in the highest scenes of luxury and debauchery » 
taYern, the theatre, and the bagnio, engross the 
part of their attention ; and it is constantly 
f again with them, till their finances are quite 
asted, and they are obliged to return (as Book- 
has it) 'to small beer and three-halfpenny 
sons.' 

ihall enlarge no further on this subject at pre- 
but conclude these reflections with an Ode, 
h I haye received from an unknown corres- 
ent. He tells me, it was lately sent from an 
emical friend to one of these gentlemen, who 
resigned himself wholly to these polite enjoy- 
8, and seemed to have forgot his connexions 
the University. All, who peruse this elegant 
piece, will I doubt not, thank me for inserting 
nd the learned reader will have the additional 
rare of admiring it as an humorous imitation of 
ace, 

Jed, beaiis nunc Arabum invidea 

Ckab, Sfc. L. I. Ode xxix. 

So you, my friend, at last are caught 

Where could you get so strange a thought. 

In mind and body sound ? 
AU meaner studies you resign, 
Your whole ambition now to shine 

The beau of the beau-monde. 

Say, gallant youth, what well-known name 
Shall spread the triumphs of your fame 
Through all the realms of Drurj I 
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How wiljiouslnke ths^gRpiBKciti 
Wh&t tavern shall leuurd your wit? 

What watchmen mourn your fnry ? 
What sprightly imp of Gallic breed 
JjhFiIl have the rultare oryuurhead, 

(I mesn the outward part) 
Form'd hy his parent's early care 
To raoge in nicrsCoujla the hair. 

And wield the puff with art 7 
No more let uioTtilB toil io vaiu. 
By wise conjecture to explain 

What rolling time will bring : 
Thames to his iource may upwards flow, 
Or Ganick sit ieet high may grow, 

Orwitches Ihrivc at Tring; 
Since you eaoli better proaase brdBJi, 
Once fain'd for slov'nliuess end Greek, 

Now lum'd a very Paris, 
For lace and velvet quit yoar govra, 
The Stagyiite for Mr. Town, 

Fur Dniry-lase g(. Marj's. 
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Nee verd hoc »iiif lerte data, ninejvdUe stdei. VthB 
Nor ahull the four-legg'd culprit "scape the law. 
But at the bar hold up the guilty paw. 
Turning over the last yolunie of Lord Bolinbro 
Works a few days ago, I could not help smjliii' 
his lordship's extra oriu nary niBnner of comnten 
t>n some parts of the Scriptures. Amoog the 
lie represeota Mosea, as making beasts acconoti 
to the commuoity for crimes, as well aa men : wht 
his lordship infers, that the Jewish legislator f 
posed tliem capable of distinguishing between r 
and wrong, and acting as mural agents. The od< 
of this remark led me to reflect, if such an opii 
should prevail in my country, what whimsical 1 
would be enacted, and how ridiculous they W( 
appear, when put in e^^ecution. As if the ho 
that carried the highwayman, should be arrBig 
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V tftkwg m pane, or a dog indicted for feloniously 
taiiieg ft Moakkff of mntton. Sach a country 
ROoU seem to go- npon die same principles, and to 
Itortaio the same notions of justice, as the purtani- 
■I old woBMtny that hanged her cat for killing mice 
B liie sabbath-day. 

These^ leAections were continued afiterwards in my 
Imp ; when* metihou^t sudi proceedings were com- 
Ma in our own courts of judicature. I imagined 
Ifielf ifta spacious hall like tiie Old Bailey, where 
my were preparing to try several animals, who had 
laea guilty ot offences against the laws of the land. 
Ik walls, I observed, where hung all round with 
nll's-hidea^ sheep-skins, foxes-tails, and the spoils 
if olher brute-mela£u^rs ; and over the justice- 
IMit, where the King's Arms are commonly placed, 
was fixed' a large stag's head, which over- 
ed the magistrate with its branching horns, 
particular notice, that the g^leries were very 
k crowded with kdies ; which I could not tell 
to account ibr^ till I found it was expected 
a€roat would that day be tried for a rape. 
The sessions soon opened ; and the first prisoner 
tat was brought to the bar, was a Hog, who was pro- 
[iMiited at the suit of the Jews on an indictment for 
ivglary, in breaking into their synagogue. As it was 
iHnhaided, that religion might be affected by this 
ttme, and as the prosecution appeared to be malici- 
m, the Hog, thou^. the fact was plainly proved 
Iflinst him, to the great joy of all true Christians, 
its allowed Benefit of Clergy. 

An indictment was next brought against a Cat for 
dlmg a £avonrite canary-bird. This offender be- 
oaged to an old woman, who was believed by the 
i^l^Uboniliood to be a witch. The jury, therefore, 
mm unanimous in their opinion, that she was the 
flfjl in that 8hape,and brought her in guilty. ^ Upon 
iaekt the judge formally pronounced sentence u^n 
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her, which I remember concluded with these w 
'You miiat be carried to the plac 
where you are to be hanged by the neck nine tint ' 
till you are dead, dead, dead, dead, dead, dei 
dead, dead, dead : and the fiddlers have merof 
your guts,' 

A Parrot was next tried for teandalum magnat 
He was accused by the chief magistrate of theo 
and the whole court of alderman, for defamiDgtil 
as they passed along the street, on a public festi' 
by singing ' Room for cuckolds, here comes a n 
company, room for cuckolds, here comes my i 
mayor.' This Parrot was a very old offender; n 
addicted to scurrility ; and had been several & 
convicted of profane cursing and swearing. Hs' 
even the impudence to abuse the whole court' 
calling the jury rogues and rascals; and frequS 
interrupted my lord judge insumminguptheevidel 
by crying out ' old bitch.' The court, however,! 

E leased to show mercy to him, upon the petitiCA^ 
is mistress, a strict Methodist ; who gave bail' 
his good behaviour, and delivered him over to I 
AVhitelield, who undertook to make a thorough c^ 
vert of him. 

After this a Fos was indicted for robbing an l« 
roost. Many farmers appeared against him, « 
deposed, that he was a very notorious thief, anfl 
lung been the terror of ducks, geese, turkeys; I 
all other poultry. He had infested the countr 
long time, and had often been pursued, but IB 
could never take him before. As the evidence 9 
very full against hiiu, the jury readily brou^tl 
in guilty; and the judge was proceeding to condej 
him, when the sly villain, watering his brush, fiirl 
it in the face of the jailer, and made off. Upon dw 
country squire, who was present, hallooed out, S^ 
away ! and a Ijue nnd cry was immediately smtiifl 
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When the uproar, which this occasioned, was 

f a Milch-Ass was brought to the bar, and tried 

contumeliously braying, as she stood at the door 

a sick lady of quality. It appeared that this lady 

terribly afflicted with the vapours, and could not 

the least noise ; had the knocker always tied 

I, and straw laid in the street. Notwithstanding 

' h, this audacious creature used every morning to 

e her foul language, which broke her rest, and 

her into hysterics. For this repeated abuse 

criminal was sentenced to the pillory, and ordered 

lose her ears. 

An information was next laid against a shepherd's 

gag upon the Game Act for poaching. Ue was 

|ecniea of killing a hare, without being properly 

""ed. But the plaintiff thought it advisable to 

the indictment, as the owner of the dog had a 

, to sell at the next election. . 

1^. There now came on a very important cause, in 

mich six of the most eminent council learned in the 

Bnr were retained on each side. A Monkey belong- 

)lg to a lady of the first rank and fashion, was in- 

^jEeted for that he with malice prepense did commit 

wiifal murder on the body of a lap-dog. The coun- 

^ for the prosecutor set forth, that the unfortunate 

came on a visit with another lady ; when 

prisoner at the bar, without the least provoca- 

, and contrary to the laws of hospitality, perpe- 

P-^ this inhuman fact. The council for the pri- 

Mer, being called upon to make the Monkey's de- 

jnce, pleaded his privilege, and insisted on his being 

l^ied by his peers. This plea was admitted ; and a 

pry of beaux was immediately impannelled, who 

liaiout going out of court honourably acquitted 

.The proceedings were here interrupted by an 
ftonnd who came jumping into the hall, and running 
the justice-seat, lifted up his leg against thejudge'^ 

vol.. I. G 
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robe. For this coiitein{ituous behaviour, he « 
directly ordered into custody ; wheu to our gH 
surprise he cast his skin and became an Ostrich ; M 
presently after slied his feathers, aud terrified ui 
the shag^ figure of a Bear. Then he was a Lid 
then a Horse, then again a Baboon ; and afltf 
many other amazing transformations, leaped oat; 
Harlequin, and before they could take hold of U 
skipped away to Covent-Garden theatre. 

It would be tedious to recount the particulars 
several other trials. A sportsman brought an acti 
against a Race-Horse, for running on the ivroagsi 
o( the post, by which he lost the plate and me 
considerable bets. For this the criminal was f 
tenced to be burnt ia the fore-hand, and to be wt 
at the cart's tail. A Marc would have undergone 
same punishment, for throwing her rider in a st 
hunt, but escaped by pleading her belly ; upon wB 
ajury of grooms was impannelW, who brought 
in quick. The company of Dogs and itfonkt 
togellier with the daucing Bears, who were takei 
on the Licence Act, and indicted for strollers, V 
transported for life. 

The last trial was for high treason. A Lion,' 
had been long confined as a state-prisoner' in 
Tower, having broken jail, had appeared in opei 
hellion, aud committed several acts of violenc 
his majesty's liege subjects. As this was an 
animal, and a prince of the blood in his own ni 
country, be was condemned to be beheaded, 
came into my thonghte, that this lion's head n 
viewith that famous oneformerly erected at But 
for the service of the Guardian : I was accord 
going to petition for leave to put it up in Mac! 
new coflee-house ; when methought the Lion, s< 
up a most horrible roar, broke his chains, and pi 
whole court to flight : and I awaked in the ui 
cooGtemation, just as I imagined he had got i 
bis gripe. 
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Hr 13. THURSDAY, APRIL ^5, 1T04. 

CommotAfervet plehecula bUe, Peesids. 

InspirM by freedom, and election ale. 

The patriot-mob at conrts and placemen rail. 

SHALL this day present my readers with a letter, 
Uch I have received from my cousin Village; who, 
i I informed them in my first paper, has under- 
ken to send me an account of every thing remark- 
!de, that passes in the country. 

Dear Cousin, 

I have not been unmindful of the province which 
m waa pleased to allot me ; but the whole coun- 
f has been lately so much taken up with the busi- 
m% of elections, that nothing has fallen under my 
>tice, but debates, squabbles, and drunken ren- 
mnters. The spirit of party prevails so univer- 
lly^ that the very children are instructed to lisp 
6 names of the favourite chiefs of each faction ; 
id I have more than once been in danger of being 
locked off my horse, as I rode peaceably on, be- 
Lttse I did not declare with which party I sided, 
oug^ I knew nothing at all of either. Every petty 
Uage abounds mth the most profound statesmen : 
is conunon to see our rustic politicians assembling 
!ier sermon, and settling the good of their country 
:ross a tomb-stone, like so many dictators from 
le plough ; and almost every cottage can boast its 
atnot, who, like the old Roman, would not ex- 
bange his turnip for a bribe. 

I am at present in ****, where the election is just 
Dming on, and the whole town consequently in an 
pfoar. They have for several parliaments returned 
ro members, who recommended themselves by con- 
tantly opposing the court: but there came down a 
m days ago a banker from London, who has offer- 
i himself a candidate, and is backed with the most 
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powerful of all iDteieste, money. Muthing bw 
eioce thauglit of but feuatiDg; and revelling ijj 
both parties strive to outdo each other i] '* ' 
quency and exjicnai; of their entertainments. . 1 
indeed, is the geueral method made use of tq:^! 
the favour of electors, and manifest a 
constitution. I have known a candidate c 
more upon the strength of his liquor that 
meuts ; and the merits of a treat has often r 
mended a. member, who has had no merits of lil 
own. For it is certain, that people, hoi 
may differ in other points, are unanimous 
hi^ the grand business of eating and drinking. ' 

It is impossible to give a particular account of A§ 
various disorders occasioned by the contest in lllife 
town. The streets ring with the different cty W 
each party; and every hour produces a ballad;' fj 
set of queries, or a serious address to the woilbti 
ulectors. 1 have seen the mayor, with half the COH 
poration, roaring:, hallooing, and reeling along ttA 
streets, and yet threatening to clap a poor feJM 
into the stocks for making the same noise, only lw> 
cause he would not vote as they do. It is no hot- 
der that the strongest connesions should be brokeoi 
and the most intimate friends set at variance, throDgh 
their difference of opiuious. Not only the men, bat 
their wives were also engaged in the same quaiTBl. 
Mr. i^taunch the haberdasher used to smoke his pipB 
constantly, in the same kitchen corner every evening) 
at the same alehouse, with his neighbour, Mr. VeA 
the chandler, while their ladies chatted togethertl 
the street-door : but now the husbands never spe^ 
to each other; and consequently Mrs. Veer goes» 
quarter of a mile for her inkle and tape, rather thai 
deal at Mr, Staunch's shop ; and Mrs. Staunch de- 
clares, she would go without her tea, though shehaf 
always been used to it twice a day, rather tB an^HBl 
tier half quartern from that turn- coat Veer's.vHH 
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jf Wherever politics are introduced, religion is al- 
iways drawn into the quarrel. The town I have 
been speaking of, is divided into two parties, who 
are distinguished by the appellation of Christians 
imd Jews. The Jews, it seems, are those who are 
IB the interest of a nobleman, who gave his vote for 
passing the Jew-bill, and are held in abomination by 
the Cluistians. The zeal of the latter is still further 
inflamed by the vicar, who every Sunday thunders 
out his anathemas, and preaches up the pious doc- 
trines of persecution. In this he is seconded by 
the clerk, who is careful to enforce the arguments 
from the pulpit, by selecting staves proper for the 
occasion. 

This truly Christian spirit is no where more ma- 
nifest than at their public feasts. I was at one of 
their dinners, where I found great variety of pig- 
aieat was provided. The table was covered from 
one end to the other with hams, legs of pork, spare- 
ribs, griskins, haslets, feet and ears, brawn, and the 
Uke. In the middle there smoked a large barbecued 
hog, which was soon devoured to the bone, so de- 
sirous was every one to prove his Christianity by 
the quantity he could swallow of that Anti-Judaic 
food. After dinner there was brought in, by way of 
desert, a dish of hog's puddings ; but as 1 have a 
dislike to that kind of diet, (though not from any 
scruple of conscience) I was regarded as little bet- 
ter tnan a Jew for declining to eat of them. 

The great support of this party is an old neigh- 
bouring knight, who, ever since the late naturaliza- 
tion act, has conceived a violent antipathy to the 
Jews, and takes every opportunity of railing at the 
above-mentioned nobleman. Sir Kowland swears, 
that his lordship is worse than Judas, that he is ac- 
tually circumcised, and that the chapel in his house 
is turned into a synagogue. The knight had never 
been seen in a church till the late clamour about the 
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Jew-bill; but he now attends it regulariy < 
''' inday, where he devoutly takes bis nap all tktf 4 
ce ; ftud he littely bestowed the best living 'ptM 
gift, which he had before promised to his ch^' 
on one whom he had never seen, but had ran 
name in a title-pa^ to a sermon against ^e Jrij 
If e turned off his butler, who had lived with himW 
years, (and whose only crime was a swarthy & 
plexion) because the dug looked like a Jew. ' 
feeds hogs in his park and the court-yard, and 
guinea-pigs in his parlour. Every Saturday he'Id 
a bunt, because it is the Jewish sabbath ; 
evening he is sure to get drunk with the \ 
fence of religion. As he is in the conn 
ordered a poor Jew pedlar, who came to hawk goods 
at his house, to Bridewell ; and be was once going 
to send a little parisb-boy to the same place, for 
presuming to play in his worship's hearing on that 
unchristian- like instruinent the Jew's-harp. 

The fair sex here are no less ambitious of display- 
ing their affection for the same cause; and they ma- 
nifest their sentiments by the colour and fashion of 
their dress. Their zeal more particularly shews ilr 
self in a variety of posies for rings, buclues, knots, 
and garters. 1 observed the other night at the 
assembly, that the ladies seemed to vie with each 
other in hanging out the ensigns of the faith in or- 
thodox ribbands, bearing the inscription of No Jews. 
Christianity for ever. They likewise wore little 
crosses attheir breasts ; their pompons were formed 
into crucifixes, their knots disposed in the same 
angles, and so many parts of their habits moulded 
into that shape, that the whole assembly looked like 
the court on St. Andrew's day. It was remarkable 
that the vicar's lady, who is a thorough-paced High- 
Cburch-woman, was more religious in the decom- 
tions of her dress thaii any of the company ; and, 
indeed, she was sy stuck over from head to fool 
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ith crosses, that a wag justly compared her to au 
id Popish monument in a Gothic cathedral. 
I shall conclude my letter with the relation of an 
[venture, that happened to myself at my first com- 
g into this town. I intended to put up at the Ca- 
yenne- Wheel, as I had often used the house be- 
te, and knew the landlord to be a good civil kind 
'-fellow. I accordingly turned my horse into the 
urd; when, to my great surprise^ the Is^ndlord, as 
ML as he saw me, gave me au hearty curse, and 
Id me I might go about my business, ' for indeed 
I would not entertain any such, rascals.* Upon 
is he said something to two or 'three strapping 
Witry-fellows, who immediately came towards me: 
d if I had not rode away directly, I should have 
Bt with a very rough salutation from their horse- 
lips. I could not imagine what offence I had 
mmitted, that could give occasion for such ill 
age, till I heard the master of the inn hallooing 
ter me, ' that's the scoundrel that came here some 
ne ago with Tom T'otherside ;* who, I have since 
amed, is an agent for the other party. 
T. I am, dear Cousin, your's &c^ 
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Turn in lecto quoque videre9 



Stridere aecreti divUos aure su8urro9, 
NuUos his malem ludos speetasae^ Sed iUa 
Redde age, qute deinceps riaiaii. Hor. 

Imparted to each laughter-loying fair, 
The whizzing whisper ^ides from chair to chair : 
And e'er the conscious ear receives it half, 
With titterings they betray the stifled laugh. 
Such giggling glee !->what farce so full of mirth ! 
But tell the tickling cause which gave it biith. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
» the ladies are naturally become the immediate 
iects of your care, will you permit a compVavul Ao 
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be inserted Id your paper, which is founded iiM 
matter of fact f They will pardon me, if by ft 
before you a particulav iasl&uce I was lately wtf 
to of their improper hehaTioui*. I endeavour to eZ| 
a reigning evil, which subjects them to many shi 
ful imputations. 

I received last week a diuner-card from a ii^ 
with au intimation that I should meet, some ' 
agreeable ladies. At my arrival, 1 found HiAl 
com[iany consisted chieHy of females, who int 
did me the honour to rise, but quite discooM 
me in paying my respect?, by then whispering .1 
other, and appearing to stifle a laugh. Wbeul 
seated, the ladies grouped themselves up iq a 
ner, and entered into a private cabal, seeminf 
discourse upon poiots of great secrecy and In 
tance, but of equal merriment and diversion. 

The same conduct of keeping close to their t 
was observed at table, where the ladies sealed t 
selves together. Their conversation was here 
confined wholly to themselves, and seemed Uic 
mysteries of the Bona Dea, in which men wer 
bidden to have any share. It was a continued 1 
and whisper from the beginning to the end of di 
A whole sentence was scarce ever spoken a 
Single words, indeed, now and then broke f 
such as odious, horrible, detestable, shocking, 
bug. This last new-coined expression, wii 
only to be found in the nonsensical vocabi 
sounds absurd and disagreeable, whenever it ii 
nounced ; but from the mouth of a lady it is ' s 
ing, detestable, horrible, and odious.' 

My friend seemed to be in an uneasy ai^iK( 
his own table ; but I was far more miaetabi 
was mute, and seldom dared to lift up my eyef 
my plate, or turn my bead to call for small bee 
by some awkward gesture I might draw up< 
a whisper or a laugh. Saucbo, when he was 
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b eat a delicious banquet set before him, could 
Rairce appear more melancholy. The rueful length 
vf my face might possibly increase the mirth of my 
%nrmentors : at least, their joy seemed to rise in ex- 
let proportion with my misery. At length, how- 
e?er, the time of my delivery approached. Dinner 
'Oided, the ladies made their exit in pairs, and went 
Dff, hand in hand, whispering, like the two kings of 
wentford. 

"*" Modest men, Mr. Town, are deeply wounded, 
,%hen they imagine themselves the objects of ridi- 
Wle or contempt : and the pain is the greater, when 
i is given by those whom they admire, and from 
whom they are ambitious of receiving any marks of 
countenance and favour. Yet we must allow, that 
affronts are pardonable from ladies, as they are often 
prognostics of future kindness. If a lady strikes our 
eheek, we can very willingly follow the precept of 
the Gospel, and turn the other cheek to be smitten. 
Even a blow from a fair hand conveys pleasure. But 
this battery of whispers is against all legal rights of 

war : ^poisoned arrows, and stabs in the dark, 

are not more repugnant to the general laws of hu- 
manity. 

If the misconduct which I have described, had 
been only to be found, Mr. Town, at my friend's 
table, I should not have troubled you with this let- 
ter ; but the same kind of ill breeding prevails too 
often, and in too many places. The gigglers and 
the whisperers are innumerable : they beset us where- 
ever we go ; and it is observable, that, after a short 
murmur of whispers out comes the burst of laughter; 
like a gunpowder serpent, which, after hissing about 
for some time, goes off in a bounce. 

Modem vniters of comedy often introduce a pert 
witling into their pieces, who is very severe upon 
the rest of the company ; but all his waggery is spo- 
ken aside. These gigglers and whisperers seem to 
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be acting the same part in company, that this a 
rogue iJoes in the play. Every word or inotion 
duces a train of wliispera ; the dropping of a s 
box, or spilling the tea, is sure to be aucoo^usi 
.with a. titter : and upon the entrance of any «■ 
with Boniething particular in his person or maunei, J 
have Been a whole room in a buz lilce a bee-.h|ve. M 

This practice of whispering, if it is any where w 
lowuble, may, perhaps, be indulged the fair aex rt 
church, where the conversation can only be cairiei' 
on by the secret symbola of a courtesy, an ogle, fg 
a nod. A whisper in this place is very oftea qF 
great use, as it serves to convey the most secret !«». 
telligence, which a lady would be ready to bnnl 
with, if she could not find vent for it by Has kindo^ 
auricular confession. A piece of scandal traiupini 
in this manner from one pew to another, then fW' 
sently whiziies along the chancel, from whence % 
crawls up to the galleries, till at last the wbol* 
church hums with it. 

It were also to be wished, that the ladies wonU 
be pleased to conliiie themselves to whispering, 11 
their tcte-a-tete conferences at the opera or the pla^ 
house; which would be a proper deference to itje 
rest of the audience. In France, we are told, it I'a 
common for the parterre ia ^oiu wilb the performen 
in any favourite air ; but we seem to have carried 
this custom sUil furtjier, as the company iu our bau« 
without concerning themselves in Uie least witli the 
plav, are even louder than the players. The wA 
and humour of a Vanbrugh or a Congreve is fi*- 
quently interrupted by a brilliant dialogue betwfiea 
two persons of fashion ; and a love-scene iu the Mde- 
b(ix, lias often been more attended to, thau that op 
the stage. As to their loud bursts of laughter at the 
theatre, they may very well be excused, when they 
are excited by any lively strokes io a comedy : but 
I I have seen our ladies titter at the most distressful 
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in Romeo and Juliet^ gria over the angniish 
I « Mooimia or Belvidera, and fairly laugh King 
Lear off the stage. 

Thus the whole behaviour of these ladies is in idi- 
•ct CKNBtradiction to good manners. They laugh 
then they ahoold cry^ are loud when they should be 
dent, and are silent when their conversation is de- 
nakle. If a man, in a select company, was thus 
D Umgli or whisper me out of countenance, I should 
le npt to construe it as an affront, and demand an 
npHUMtion. . As to the ladies, I would desire them 
o reflect how much they would suffier, if their own 
fMipoBs were turned against them, and the gentle- 
■ev shoidd attack them with the same arts of laugh- 
■g and whispering. But, however free they may 
M from our resentment, they are still open to ill- 
Mtued suspicions. They do not consider, what 
itrange constructions may be put on these laughs and 
iHuspers. It were, indeed, of little consequence, 
f we only imagined that they were taking the repu- 
ations of their acquaintance to pieces, or abusing the 
x>mpany round ; but when they indulge themselves 
B this behaviour, some, perhaps, may be led to 
xmolude, that they are discoursing upon topics, 
irlnofa they are ashamed to speak of in a less private 



Some excuse may perhaps be framed for this ill- 
timed merriment in the fair sex. Venus, the god- 
dess of beauty, is frequently called the laughtcr- 
kmng dame; and by laughing our modern ladies 
nay possibly imagine, that they render themselves 
like Venus. I have indeed remarked, that the la- 
dies commonly adjust their laugh to tbeir persons, 
ind are merry in proportion as it sets off their par- 
ticnlar charms. One lady is never farther move4 
than to a smile or a simper, because nothing else 
ihows her dimples to so much advantage ; another, 
who has a very tine set of teeth, runs into the broad 
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grin ; while a lliird, who ia admired for a well tun 
neck and graceful chest, calls up all her beauties 
view, by breaking into violent and repeated peatl' 
laughter. ' 

I would not be understood to impose gravity'J 
too great a reserve on the fair ses. Let them lauj 
at a feather ; but let them declare openly, that h, 
a fvattiCT which occasions Iheir mirth. I must dA 
fess, that laughter becomes the young, gay, and fl 
handsome : but a whisper is unbecoming at all age 
and in both geses ; nor ought it ever to be practifeM 
except in the round gallery at St. Paul's, or in If 
famous whispering place in Gloucester Cathedi* 
where two whisperers hear each other at the disttUU 
of five and twenty yards. I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, . 
K.1 

IVlS. THURSDAY, MAY 0, 1754. 

r* lilt, WEi-um i/iw pignore ccriet. Vmu. 

Name your But, 
A FRIEND of miue, who belongs to the Stan^Of 
lice, acquaints me, that the revenue arising fron 
the duty on cards and dice continues to increasi 
every year, and that it now brings in near six time 
more than it did at first. This will not appear ver 
wonderful, when we consider, that gaming is noi 
become rather the business than amusement of oo 
persons of quality: and that they are more concern 
ed about the transaetions of the two clubs at White* 
than the proceedings of both houses of parliamenl 
Thus it happens, that estates are now almost as frC 
quently made over by whist and ha;<ard, as by deed 
and settlemants ; and the chariots of many of dd 
nobility may be said (like Count Basset's in the p|ax 
|I1 upon the four actu!.' ^^M 
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This loTe of gaming has taken such entire posses- 
!t|iQfB of their ideas, that it infects their common con- 

renation. The management of a dispute was for- 
■erly attempted by reason and argument ; but the . 
inr way of adjusting alt difference in opinion is by 
tit sword or a wager : so that the only genteel me- 
Aod of dissenting is to risk a thousand pounds, or 
tike your chance of bemg run through the body. 
Tkesfraage eostom of deciding every thing by a 
Mg^ is so oniyersal, that if (in imitation of Swift) 
«iy body was to publish a specimen of Polite Con- 
tsrsation, instead of old sayings and trite repartees, 
he would in all probability fill his dialogues with lit- 
is more fhaii bet after bet, and now or then a calcu- 
btkm of the odds. 

White's, the present grand scene of these trans- 
ictions, was formerly distinguished by gallantry 
ad intrigue. During the publication of the Tatler, 
Kr Richard Steele thought proper to date all his 
\ne news from that quarter: but it would now be as 
hsurd to pretend to gather any such intelligence 
vm White's, as to send to Batson's for a lawyer, 
r to the Roll's coffee-house for a man-midwife. 
The gentlemen who now frequent this place, pro- 
!ss a lund of universal scepticism : and as they look 
pon oven[ thing as dubious, put the issue upon a 
iger. There is nothing however trivial or ridicu- 
>iis, which is not capable of producing abet. Many 
iMmds have been lost upon the colour of a coach- 
irse, an article in the news, or the change of the 
'eather. The birth of a child has brought great ad- 
intages to persons not in the least related to the fa- 
dyit wasbom in; and the breaking off a match 
is affected many in their fortunes, besides the par- 
in immediately concerned. 

Alt the most extraordinary part of this fashionable 
■ictice is, what in' the gaming dialect is called pit* 
■g one man against another; that is, in plain £n- 
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giieb, wagering which of the two will hve>l 
III this manner, people of the most opposited 
ttsrs make up the subject of a bet. A pla;^ 
haps, is pitted ugainst a duke, an aldermaa-a 
a bishop, or a pimp with a privy-counsellor, 
is scarce one remarkable person, upon 'whose I; 
thero are not many thousand pounds depending': 
one person of quality, -whose death will not lean 
sereral of these kind of mortgages upon his estalflf 
The Tarioua changes in the health of one, who it M 
suhject of many bets, occasion very serious redcci 
tions in those, who have ventured large sums oo VH 
life or death. Those who would be gainers byi^ 
decease, upon every slight indisposition, watch iH 
the stages of his illness, and are as impatient foritt 
death, as the undertaker who expects to have lU 
care of his funeral ; while the other sides are T«J 
solicitous about his recovery, send every hou( • 
know how. he does, and take as much care of hi* 
as a clergyman's wife does of her husband, who bi 
no o^er fortune than his living. I remember a tB^ 
with the constitution of a porter, upon whose " 
very great odds were laid ; but when the person ' 
was pitted against, was expected to die every w^^ 
this man shot himself through the head, and '' 
knowing ones were taken in. 

Though most of our follies are imported ir*> 
France, this has had its rise and progress entirely 
England. In the last illness of Lewis the FourteeV 
Lord Stair laid a wager on his death ; and we nW 
guess what the French thought of it, from the dB 
ner in which Voltaire mentions it in his iSuflv 
Louis XJV. ' Le Jioi/ut attaque vert te miUat 
moia £Aout. Le Comte de Stair, amlatnadem iA 
glelerre,paria, srlon le genie de xa nation, qnfleM 
■ne paaserait piu le moU dc Seytemlfre.' ' The KM 
(says he) ' was taken ill about the middle of Ann 
'tQrd St^r, th^ ambasaador £coi " 
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ited according to the genius of his nation, that the 
ag would not live beyond September.' 
I am in some pain, lest this custom should get 
Kmg the ladies. They are at present very deep in 
ids and dice; and while my lord is gaming abroiad 
ir ladyship has her rout at home. I am inclined 
• suspect, that our women of fashion will also learn 
I diyert themselves with this polite practice of laying 
igers. A birth-day suit, the age of a beauty, who 
Kfented a particular fashion, or who were supposed to 
letogedier at the last masquerade, would frequently 
IJtfe ooeasion for bets. This would also afford them 
iiew method for the ready propagation of scandal; 
•I the truth of several stones, which are continually 
Mig about the town, would naturally be brought to 
m lame test. Should they proceed further to stake 
is fires of tiieir acquaintance against each other, 
^ would doubtless bet with the same fearless spi- 
ll^ tt they are known to do at brag : the husband 
^oie would perhaps be pitted against the gallant of 
MW, or a woman of the town against a maid of 
■Boor* Andy pertiaps, if this practice should once 
kooDe &shionable among the ladies, we may soon 
tee the time, when an allowance for bet-money will 
kitipBlated in the marriage articles. 

As the vices and follies of persons of distinction 
vpTeiy mt to spread, I am also much afraid, lest 
^ bnscn of gaming should descend to the common 
fMpJb. Indeed, it seems already to have got among 
wu We have frequent accounts in the daily pa- 
pM of tradesmen riding, walking, eating, and drink- 
■gfor a wager. The contested election in the city 
htt occasioned several extraordinary bets : I know 
aboteher.in Leadenhall market, who laid an ox to 
■AiUb of beef, on the success of Sir John Barnard 
fliOMt the field ; and have been told of a publican 
aThimes-street, who ventured an hogshead of en- 
tin bttt, on the candidate who serves him with beer. 
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yVemaj observe, that the spirit of garaia^ 
plays itself with as much variety among: the lowi 
as the highest order of piiople. It ia the same tb 
whether the dice rattle is ao orange barrow, or 
th* hazard-table. A couple of chairmen io a iii| 
cellar are as eager at put or all-fours, as a party 
St. James's at a rubber of whist ; and the £ tt 
is but an higher sort of Merry-go-round, where j 
may get six halfpence for one, six pence for one, i 
six twopences for one. If the practice of pjttj 
should he also propagated among the vulgar, it « 
be common lor prize-fighters ,ta stake their In 
against each olher; and two pickpockets may I 
which of them shall first go the gallows. 

To gire the reader a full idea of a persoa of failu 
wholly employed in this manner, I shall conctu 
tny paper with the character of Montano Monia 
was bom heir to a nobleman, remarkable for de 
play, from whom he very early imbibed the pnncipl 
of gaming. When he first went to school, he boi 
became the most eitpert of any of his play-fellon 
he was sure to win all their marbles at taw, ai 
would often strip them of their whole week's alloi 
ance at chuck. He was afterwards at the head 
every match of football or cricket ; and when he w. 
captain, he took io all the big boys by making 
lottery, but went away without drawing the prize 
He is still talked of at the school, for a famous di 
pute he hadwith another of his own cast about tlu 
superiority in learning; which they decided by toi 
ing np heads or tails who was the best scholt 
Being too great a geniusfor our universities at hooi 
he was sent abroad on his travels, but never g 
further than Paris : where having lost a cuasider 
ble bet of four to one coDcerning the taking n towl^ 
Flanders, he was obliged to come back with a ft 
guineas he borrowed to bring fajm over. JJmuJ 
soon became universally known by frequentii 
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fetmiilg-tabley and attending every horse-race in the 
(hcdom. He first reduced betting into an art, and 
teade White's the grand market for wagers. He is 
at lengtii sach an adept in this art, that whatever 
tun things take> he can never lose. This he has 
•fleeted, by what he has taught the world to call hedg- 
bg a bet. There is scarce a contested election in 
the kingdom, which will not end to his advantage ; 
tad he has lately sent over commissions to Paris to 
lake up bets on the recall of the parliament. He 
wms the first that struck out the above-mentioned 
practice of pitting ; in which he is so thoroughly 
rersedy that the death of every person of quality 
nay be said to bring him a legacy : and he has so 
Mmtrived the bets on his own life, that (live or die) 
he odds are in his favour. O. 
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ExpetUam primA repetens ab origine famam, Virg. 

Ill trace the current upwards, as it flows. 

And mark the secret spring, whence first it rose. 

. TO MR. TOWN. 
Sir, Oxford, May 12, 1764. 

''oor last week's paper, on the subject of bets, put 
le in mind of an extract I lately met with in some 
3ws-piq»ers, from the * Life of Pope Sixtus V. 
sBslated fix>m the Italian of Gregorio Leti by the 
ererend Mr. Famworth.' The passage is as 
[lows: 

It .was reported in Rome, that Drake had taken 
d plundered St. Domingo in Hispaniola, and 
rried off an immense booty. This account came 
a private letter to Paul Secchi, a very considera- 
merchant in the city, who had large concerns in^ 
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those parts, which he had insured. Upon f _ 

this news, he seat for the. insurer Samson Ceneda, a 
Jew, and acquainted him with it. The Jew, whoM 
interest it was to have such a report though false, 
gave many reasons why it could not possibly be tmei 
and at last worked himself up into such a pusion, 
that he said, I'll lay you a pound of my flesh it is a 
lie. Secchi, who was of a liery hot temper, replied, 
I'll lay you a thousand crowns against a pound of 
your flesh, that it is true, The Jew accepted tba 
wager, and articles were immediately executed be- 
twixt them. That if Secchi won, he should himself 
cut the flesh with a sharp knife from whatever part 
of the Jew's body he pleased. The truth of the ac- 
count was soon confirmed; and the Jew was almost 
distracted, when he was informed, that Secclu had 
solemnly sworn he would compel him to the exact 
literal performance of his contract. A report of 
this transaction was brought to the Pope, who aenl 
for the parties, and being informed of the whole af- 
fair, said ' When contracts are made, it is just thej 
should be fulfilled, as this shall. Take a knife 
therefore, Secchi, and cut a pound of flesh from an] 
part yo« please of the Jews's body. We advise you 
however, to be very careful : for if you cut but i 
scruple more or less tiiao your due, you shall certain 
ly be hanged.' 

What induced me to trouble you with this, is are 
mark made by the editor, that the scene betweei 
Shy lock and Antonio in the Merchant of Venice i 
borrowed from this Story.' I should perhaps hav 
acr|uiesed in this notion, if I had not seen a note i 
the ' Observations on Spenser's Faerie Quoene, b 
Mc.T. Wartou of Trinity College', where he seemst 
have discovered the real source from whiob Shakes 
peare drew his fable, which (he informs us) is found 
' upon an ancient ballad. The admirers of Shaki 

are are obliged to him for this CMrJoj '* 
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but as Mr. Warton has only giyen some extracts^ 
they woald undoubtedly be glad to see the whole. 
This ballad is most probably no where to be met with 
but in the Ashmolean Musaeum in this University, 
where it "was deposited by that famous antiquary 
Anthony k Wood : I have therefore sent you a faith- 
fiil transcript of it ; and yon must agree with me, 
that it would do you more credit, as a Connoisseur 
to draw this hidden treasure into light, than if you 
had discovered an Otho or a Niger, 

A SONG. 

Shewing the crueltie of Gernutus a Jew, who lend- 
ing to a marchant an hundred crownes, would have 
a pound of his fleshe because he could not pay 
falm at the time appointed. 

Id Venice town not long agoe, 

A cmel Jew did dwell. 
Which lived all on usnrie, 

Ab Italian waters telL 

GemutuB called was the Jew, 

Which never thought to die, 
Not never yet did any good 

To them in streets that lye. 

His life was like a barrow hogge. 

That liveth many a day, 
Yet never once doth any good, 

Until men will him slay. 

Or like a filthy heap of dung, 

That lyeth in a hoord ; 
Which never can do any good. 

Till it be spread abroad. 

So fares it with this usurer. 

He cannot sleep in rest, 
For feare the theefe doth him pursue 

To pluck him from his nest. 

His heart doth think on many a wile, 

How to deceive the poore ; 
His mouth is almost full of mucke, 

Yet still he gapes for more. 
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Ifis wife mmat lead a riiiHing, 

For ewerj mAe a peuty. 
Yet bring a pledge that's dooble worthy 

If that yoa will have any. 

And see (likewise) yon keep your day, 

Or else yon loose it all : 
This was the living of his wife. 

Her cow she dotii it call. 

Within that citie dwelt that time 

A merchant of great fiime, 
Which being distressed, in his need 

Unto Oemntns came. 

Desiring him to stand his friend. 
For twelve moneth and a day. 

To lend to him a hundred crownes. 
And he for it would pay. 

Whatsoever he woold demand of him 
And pledges he should have : 

No, (qd. the Jew with fleering lookes) 
Sir, aske what yoo will have. 

No penny for the loane of it 
For one yeere yon shall pay; 

Yon may do me as good a tome, 
Before my dying day. 

Bat we vrill have a merry jeast 

For to be talked long : 
Yoa shall make me a bond (qaoth he) 

That shall be large and strong. 

And this shall be the forfeiture, 
Of your owne fleshe a pound. 

If you agree, make you the bond. 
And here's a hundred crownes. 



The second part of the Jew's crueltie ; setting forth 
the mercifulnesse of the Judge towards the Merchant. 

With right good vrill the merchant said. 

And so the bond was made. 
When twelve months and a day drew on 

That back it should be payd. 

The merchants ships were all at sea, 

And money came not in ; 
Which way to take, or what to doe, 

To thinke he doth begin. 
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And to Oenratus straight he oomef 

With cap and bended knee. 
And sayd to him of cartesie 

I pray you bear with me. 

My day if come, and I haTe not 

The money ibr to pay : 
And little good the forfeiture 

Will doe you I dare say. 

With ail my lieart, Gemutns said ' 

Command it to your minde : 
In things of bigger weight than this 

Tou shall me readie flnde. 

He goes his way ; the day once past 

Gemutus doth not slaoke 
To get a Serjeant presentUe. 

And clapt liim on the backe. 

And layd him into prison strong^ 

And sued ids bond withidl ; 
And when the judgment day was ccmie, 

For judgment lie doth call. 

The merciiant's friends came tliither fast. 

With many a weeping eye, 
For other means they could not ind, 

But he that day must dye. 

Some offered for his hundred crownes 

Five hundred for to pay ; 
And some a thousand, two or three, 

Yet still he did denay. 

And at the last, ten thousand crownes 

They offered him to save, 
Gemutus said, I will no gold. 

My forfeit I will have. 

A pound of flesh is my demand, 

And that shall be my hyre, 
Then said the judge^ yet my good friend 

Let me of you desire. 

To take the fleshe from such a i^ace 

As yet you let him live ; 
Doe so, and lo a hundred crownes, 

To thee here will I give. 

No, no, quoth he, no judgment here 

For thia it shall be tryde, 
For I will have my pound of fleshe 

From under his right side. 
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It grieved all the compiuiiE!, 

His cruel lie lo Bee ; 
For neither iriend dot foe could help 

But he muBt spoiled bee. 
The bloudie Jew dow ready is 

With wheted blade in blind 
Ti) Bpa;le the blood oC innocent, 

Bj fnrfeitof hisbond. 
And aa he ivaa about to strike 

la him the deadly blon : 
Stay (quoth the Judge) (hy cruelUe 

I charge thee to do ao. 
Sith needs tbou wilt thy forfeit have 

Which is of fleahe a pound : 
See that thoa «hed no drop of bloud. 

Nor yet the man confound. 
For if thou doe, like murtherer. 

Thou here shalt hanged be : 
Likewise of Seshe see (hat thou cut 

No more than 'lungs lo thee. 
For if thou lake either more or lease, 

To the valaeofamite, 
Thou ahalt be hanged presently 

As ia both law and right. 
GernutuB now nait frantic mad, 

And wotea not what to say : 
; Qooth he at last, ten thousand cruwnei 

I will ibat be shall pay. 
And »o I grant to aet him free : 

The Judge dolh answer make, 
, Yoa shall not have a penny given. 

Your forfeitote now lake. 
At the last he doth demand, J 

But for to hare his own : 
No, quolh tlie Judge, da as you list. 

Thy judgment shall be showne. 
Either lake your pound offleshe (qd. hej 

Or i:aDcell me your bond, 

cruel Jadge, then quoth the Jew, 

1 That doth ugainsl me stand ! 
And so with griped grieved minde 

He biddeth them farewell : 

All the people praya'd the Iiord 

That ever this heard tell. 



18. THE COM NOISSEUR. 83 

Qood people that do hear this song, 

For truth I dare well say, 
That many a wretch as ill as he 

Doth live now at this day. 

That seeketh nothing bnt the spoyle 

Of many a wealtlue man, 
And for to trap the innocent, 

Deviseth what they can. 

From whom the Lord d^ver me, 

And every christian too. 
And send to them like sentence eke, 

That meaneth so to doo. 

Printed at London by E. P. for J. Wright, dwelUng in 

GUt-spur-street, 

It will be proper to subjoin what the ingenious 
Mr. Warton has observed upon this subject : — * It 
may be objected/ says he, .* that this ballad might 
haye been written after, and copied from Shakspeare's 
play. But if that had been the case, it is most like- 
ly, that the author would have preserved Shakspeare's 
naiDe of Shylock for the Jew ; and nothing is more 
likely, than that Shakspeare, in copying from this 
ballaid should alter the name from Gemutus to one 
Qore Jewish. Another argument is, that our ballad 
hast he air of a narrative written before Shakspeare's 
play ; I mean, that if it had been written after the 
play, it would have been much more full and circum- 
stantial. At present, it has too much the nakedness 
of an original.' 

It would, indeed, be absurd to think, that this bal- 
lad was taken from Shakspeare's play, as they differ 
in the most essential circumstances. The sum bor- 
rowed is in the former a hundred crowns, in the 
latter three thousand ducats: the time limited for 
payment in the one is only three months, in the other 
a year and a day : in the play the merchant's motive 
for borrowing (which is finely imagined by Shaks- 
peare, and is conducive to the general plot), is not 
on account of his own necessities, but for the «erT\fie 
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of his friend. To these we muy add, that the clone 
of the story is finely heightened by Shakspeare. A 
mere copyist, such us we may suppose a ballad- 
maker, would Dot have given hiinself the trouble to 
alter circumstances : at least he would not have 
changed them so much far the worse. Bot tliis 
matter seems to be placed out of all doubt by the 
first stanza of the ballad, which informs us, that the 
stoty was taken from some ItaliaD novel. 'ThiD 
much therefore is certain (as Mr. WartoH observes),) 
that Shakspeare either copied from that ItdisD' 
novel, or from this ballad. Nowwe havenotiansla* 
tion, I presume, of siich a novel into English. If 
theu it be granted, Uiat Shakspeare generally took' 
his Icaliau stories trotn their English translatiom, 
and that the arguments above, concerning the ynot 
antiquity in this ballad, are true, it will follow, thai 
Shakspeare copied from this ballad.' 

Upon the whole, it is very likely, that the Italian 
novel, upon which this ballad seeras founded, took 
its rise (with an inversion of the circumstances) from 
the above-mentioned story iu the 'Life of Popp 
Sixtus V.' the memory of which must have been 
then recent. I should be glad if any of your readers 
can give any further light into this anair, and if possi' 
ble, acquaint the public from whence Shakspeara 
borrowed the other part of this fable concerning 
Portia and tlie caskets; which, it is more than pro- 
bable, is drawn from some other novel well known 
in liis time. 

I cannot conclude without remarking, with what 
art and judgment Shakspeare has wove together 
these difi'erent stories of the Jew and the caskets ; 
from both which he han formed one genera) feble, 
without having recourse to the stale artitice of ekeiog 
out a barren subject with impertinent uuderplots.- 
I am. Sir, 

T. Your humble Servant, &c. 
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N^ 17. THURSDAY, MAY 23, 17M. 

PaMh plu8 artis Athente. Hor. 



I Scarce more with Athens Science chose to dwell, 
Or Grecian poets Grub-street bards excel. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
Though many historians haye described the city of 
LoadoB (in which we may include Westminster) with 
. ficat accuracy, yet they have not set it out in the 
\ fall light, which at present it deserres. They have 
lot dtttingttished it as an University, Paris is an 
University, Dublin is an University, even Moscow 
is an UniiEersity. But London has not yet been 
honoured with that title. I will allow our metropo- 
lis to have, been intended, originally, only as a city 
of trade; and I will further own, that scarce any 
Bcieiices, except such as were purely mercantile, 
were cultivated in it, till within these last thirty 
years. Bat from that period of time, I may say a 
whole army, as it were, of arts and sciences have 
aiaicably marched in upon us, and have fixed them- 
selves as auxiliaries to our capital. 

The four greater faculties, 1 mean Theology, Law, 
Medicine, and Philosophy, which are taught in other 
Hoiversities, are in their highest perfection here. 
The prosperity of the first may be seen by the 
CKHrotBd churches every Sunday, and the discipline 
of the second by the numberless young students, 
who constantly dine in theur respective halls at the 
several inns of court. These two faculties have of 
late received considerable improvements, but par- 
tifiolaily that of Theology; as is manifest from 
several new and astonishing opinions, which have 
been started among us. There have risen, within 
these few years, very numerous tribes of Method- 
ists, Moravians, Middletonians, Muggletonians, 
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Hutcbinfionians, Sic, In a word, our eeol 
multiplied to such an infloite degree, that (as V' 
has before observed) ' every man may now 
heaven his own way.' Can the divinity-schooli 
Buch sound doctrine as the Foundery in Moorl 
Or were ever Fellows of Colleges such ad* 
matrimony, as the reverend Doctors of the FI 
tho Trimatc of May- Fair ? 

The theory of Medicine may uDdoubtei 
taught at Oxford and Cambridge io a tolerabi 
ner ; but the art it«elf can only be learned, w 
flouriahen, at London. Do not our daily papc 
us a longer list of medicines, than are conta 
any of the dispeDsatories 1 And are we nc 
stantly told of surprising antidotes, certain 
and never-failing remedies for every com] 
And are not each of these specilics equally e 
ous in one distemper as another, from the 
Restorative Elixir of Life down to the In 
Corn-Salve, as thousands have experienced' 
what pleasure and admiration have I behi 
Machaon of our times, Dr. Richard Roc 
pensing from bis one-horse chaise his Cf 
Antivenereal Electuary, his Itch-powder, i 
Quintessence of Vipers ! It may be asked, 
Graduate ? la he a Regular Physician ? Ni 
superior to Regularity. He despises the fo 
of Academical Degrees. He styles himseU 
He is a London Physician, or as Moliere wo 
press it. Cat un Mediein de Londriet. 

After Medicine let us consider Logic. I 
that most useful art taught in the two Unive 
Is it not closed with such barbarous terms, 
to puzzle and confound rather than enligl 
direct the understanding ? Is it not taught in 
I had almost said, in a Popish tongue? 1 
over-run with dry distinctions and iiseless bbI: 
Where then is it to be learned in all thei 
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, and the dignity of languages ? Neither at 
i nor at Cambridge, but at the Robia Hood 

1 Butcher row near Temple- Bar. 
a Logic let us proceed to Eloquence : and let 
SBUOusly confess, that neither of our Univer- 
I boast au orator equal to the renowned 
Has be not all the qualifications required 
in a complete orator 7 Has be not been 
I by the greatest men of the nation 1 Yet 
\ modest divine never derived any title to 
I from his own rhetoric, except such a one as 
Ktraordinary elocution naturally bestowed upon 
Might he not have called himself Presltleut 
of the Butchers? Dean of Marrow-bones and 
Cleavers? or Warden of Clare-Market? Certainly 
be might. Therefore, if it were for his sake only, 
n my humble opinion, London ought immediately to 
IBSume the title of an University ; and the butchers 
of Clare-Market, who have so constantly attended 
I Ur. Henley's Lectureg, ought to be presented with 
I honorary degrees. 

I know not what pretensions the Universities may 

. have had originally to adopt Music among the rest 

' of their sciences: perhaps they have assumed a right 

' of bestowing degrees in Music, from their being 

called the seats of the Muses ; as it is well known, 

' that Apollo was a fiddler, as well as a poet and a 

idiysiciaD : and the Muses are said to have delighted 

U liddling and piping. The young students, I am 

told, of either University are more ambitious to excel 

1 ID this science than any other and spend most a(^ 

Uku time in the study of the gamut: but their 

*"' ' ' harmunicsisseldom catriedfurther than 

or Ally Croker. ta this point London 

ibtedly a better title to be called an Uni- 

Did Oxford or Cambridge ever produce an 

mgh they have the advantage of languages 

little known, as the Greek and even IIehrew» 



1 

I 

I 




THE CONNOISSEUR. K 

to compose in ? Had ever any of their profeaMj 
the least idea of a burlettaT Or are any of tM 
most sublime anthems half so ravishing as PooUl 
Minuet from the hand organ of the little SaToyul 
Ducheaa 7 Are those classical instruments the Dad 
lute, the syrinx, or the fistula, to be compared ta lU 
melody of the wooden spoons, the Jew's-harp, n 
salt-box, at Mr. Midnight's ? 

But there are no doctrines more forcibly tncnlcaH 
among ua than those of Ethics, or Moral Fhilott 
phy. What are the precepts of Plato, EpicteMl 
orTully, in comparison to the moral lessons delSrV 
ed by our periodical writers ? And are not you, M 
Town, a wiser man than Socrates 7 But the age 
more particularly indebted, for its present unirerai 
purity of manners, to those oxcellent rules fot H 
conduct of life contained in our modem norell 
I-'rom these moral works might be compiled an entii 
Dew system of Ethics, far superior to the explode 
notions of musty academies, and adapted to tt 
practice of the present times. Cato, we are tott 
commended a young man whom he saw coming oi 
of the public stews, because he imagined it migt 
preserve him from the crime of adultery ; and til 
Spartans used to make their slaves drunk in the prC 
sence of their youth, that they might be deterred jrot 
the like debaucheries. Fur the same reasons, w 
may suppose, thai our taverns and bagoios are «i 
much frequented by our young people ; and in thi 
light we may fairly consider them as so many School 
of Moral Philosophy. 

If we are willing to turn our thoughts towards ES' 
perimental Philosophy, can the several (Jnivenitiei 
of the whole world produce such a variety of instni' 
ments, su judiciously collected, for astronomicri 
eographical, and alt other scientific observattcm 
s are to be seen in the two amazing reposita ' 
Mr. Professor Deard in the Strand, and of V' 
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Rusaell at Cbaring-Cross ? It vrere endless to 

irate particulars ; but I cannot help taking no- 

of those elegant little portable telescopes, that 

made use of in all public places ; by which it is 

' snt that even our fine ladies and gentlemen are 

me proficients in optics. 

The Universities seem to pride themselves greatly 

VMi their choice collections of curious and invaluable 

hich are there preserved, only because they 

'^^ere not thought worth preserving any where else. 

ttut is the Ashmolean Collection of rarities compa- 

.^able to the Nicknackatory of Mr. Pinchbeck ? Or 

~ ajiy of their museums stored with such precious 

, as are frequently seen in Mr. Langford's 

lom? Strangers, who think it worth while 

go OS far as Oxford or Cambridge to see sights, 

surely meet with as much satisfaction at London. 

tJie two little pigmies, striking a clock at Carfax 

Oxford, with any degree of comparison with the 

noble giants at St. Dunstan's church in Fleet- 

)t ; to say nothing of their enormous brethren at 

Idhall? Are any of the college halls in either of 

Universities, so magnificent as those belonging 

our worshipful companies? Or can the Theatre at 

Osford, or the Senate-house at Cambridge, vie with 

that stupendous piece of architecture the Mansion- 

Ilouae, setapartibr our Chancellor the Lord Mayor? 

It may be alleged, perhaps, that these are trifling 

examples of superiority, which the younger sister 

bears over her two elder : but at the same time, it 

cannot be denied, that she excels them both even in 

the minutiie of learning and antiquity. 

W,e must confess, that Hydraulics, or the motion 
of fluids, seem to be taught exactly in the same 
manner, and with the same degree of knowledge, in 
I^tndon as in Oxford or Cambridge. The glass tubes, 
and the syphons, arc formed very much in the same 
shape and fashion. The great hydrostatical law, 
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' That all fluids gravitate in ■propria loeo,' i»|| 
by the same kind of experinieiita. The seven 
dents, of whatever age or station, vie with 
other in an unwearied application, and a coi 
attendance to this branch of mixed matheai 
The Professors, in each of the three Gaiver 
are coufessedly very greB,t men ; but I hope I 
be forgiven, if 1 wish to see my friend Sir. ] 
President of the King's Arms in Pall-Mall, i 
mously declared Vice- Chan eel lor of the Univ 
of London. 1 am, Sir, 

Your humble Servi 
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An information was the other day laid before i 
gislrate by a Fellow of the Society of Antiqua 
against one of his brethren for a robbery. Thi 
secutor deposed upon oath, that the other had < 
upon him to see his collection of medals, and 
an opportunity of stealing a leathern purse, for 
belonging to the celebrated Tom Hearne, in ' 
were contained, (besides an antique piece of co 
money, place, date, name, figure, and valu 
known) a pair of breeches of Oliver Cromw 
datariug of Trajan worth fifty shillings, and a t 
Anne's farthing value five pounds. He was 
much ado dissuaded from carrying oo his suit; i 
ma{(istrate convinced him, that however higl 
might rate his own treasnres. a jury, who n 
VirtKoiot, would consider a faitfaing 
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ingt and look upon a copper coin of a Roman 
faperor as no better than a King George's halfpenny. 
<* I cannoty indeed, without great concern, as a Con- 
MMtBear, reflect on the known dishonesty of my 
kmed bret&ren. Their scandalous practices, wher- 
J arer their darling passion is interested, are too no- 
j fbribus to be denied. The moment they conceive a 
lore for rarities, and antiques, their strict notions of 
knooT disappear ; and Taste, the moie it establishes 
Iheir Feneration foir Ftrfu, the more certainly destroys 
' Ibeir integrity : as rust enhances the yalue of an old 
coin, by eating np the figure and inscription. 

Most people are masters of a kind of logic, by 
wiiich they argue their consciences to sleep, and 
Kcqnit themselves of doing what is wrong. The 
donntlry squire of confirmed honesty in all other re- 
ipects, thmks it very fair to over-reach you in the 
nle of an horse; and the man of pleasure, who would 
scorn to pick your pocket, or stop you on the road, 
regards it rather as gallantry than baseness, to in- 
trigue with your wife or daughter. In the same 
manner the Virtuoso does not look on his thefts as 
real acts of felony ; but while he owns that he would 
take any pains to steal an old rusty piece of brass, 
boasts that you may safely trust him with untold 
gold : though he would break open your cabinet for 
a shell or butterfly, he would not attempt to force 
your escritoire or your strong box : nor would he offer 
the least violence to your wife or daughter, though 
perhaps he would run away with the little finger of 
the Femct de Medicis. Upon these principles he pro- 
ceeds, and lays hold of all opportunities to increase 
his eoUection of rarities : and as Mahomet esta- 
blished his religion by the sword, the Connoisseur 
enlarges his museum, and adds to his store of know- 
ledge, by fraud and petty larceny. 

If the libraries and cabinets of the curious were, 
like the daw in the fable, to be stripped of their bor- 
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rowed omamentH, we Hfaoulil in many 
but bare shelves and empty drawers. I 
dalist, who at first set up with little i 
paltry series of English coins since th 
tion, which he had the good luck to pick apli 
intrinsic ralue. By a pliant use of his fin^ 
became soon possessed of most of the Trodeil 
by the same slight of hand, he, in a short time^ 
made himself master of a great part of the Cm 
He was once taken up for coining ; a forge, a c 
cible, and several dies being found in his cellar ; fc _ 
he was acquitted, as there was no law which madal' 
it high treason to counterfeit the image of a Tiberiuii 
or a Nero: and the coin which he imitated, wu 
current only among Virtvosos. < 

1 remember another, who piqued himself on lui> 
collection of scarce editions and original raanuscripti, 
most of which he had purloined from the libraries o(< 
others. He was continually borrowing books of hili 
acquaintance, with a resolution never to return then.: 
He would send in a great hurry for a particular edi^ 
tion which he wanted to consult only for a moment;! 
but when it was asked fur again, he was not at honsit 
or he had lent it to another, or be had lost it, or kei 
could not find it : and sometimes he would not acnt-l 
pie to swear, that he had himself delivered it intol 
the owner's hands. He would frequently spoil a get 
by stealing a volume, and then purchase the mi foe' 
a trifle. After his death his library was sold hyl 
auction ; and many of his friends were obliged to buy 
up their own books again at an esborbitant price. 

A thorough-bred Virtuoso will surmount all scni- 

ples of copscience, or encounter any danger to serra 

purpose. Most of them are chiefly attachedto 

le particular branch of knowledge ; but I remem* 

one, who was passionately fond of every partoC 

I'lrfti. At one time, when he could find m "'"" 

way of carrying ofi' a medal, he ran the risk a 
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swallowing it; and at another, broke hia 
in scaling a garden-wall for a tulip root. But 
Ung gave him so much trouble anii difficulty as 
taking away [lictures and ancient marbles ; which 
heavy and unwieldy, he often endangered his 
.. . to gratify his curiosity. He was once locked up 
^ nigbt in the Duke of Tuscany'a gallery, where he 
look out an original painting of Raphael, and dex- 
' lerously placed a copy of it in the frame. At Venice 
le turned Roman Catholic, and became a Jesuit, in 
Older to get admittance into a convent, from whence 
be stole a tine head of Ignatius Loyola; and at 
Constaatiuople he had almost formed the resolution 
afi|oaltfying himself for the Seraglio, that he might 
find meanH to carry off a picture of the Grand 
Signior's chief mistress. 

The general dishonesty of Connoisseurs is indeed 
)d well known, that the strictest precaution h taken 
to guard against it. Medals are secured under lock 
ud key, pictures screwed to the walls, and books 
chiined to the shelves ; yet cabinets, galleries, and 
libnuies are continually plundered. Many of thu 
ttaimed statues at Rome perhaps owe their present 
nrinmis condition to the depredations made on them 
by Virtuosos : the head of Henry the Pifth, in 
Westminster- Abbey was in all probability stolen by 
aConnoisseur; and I know one who has at diSerent 
times pilfered a great part of Queen Catherine's 
hones, and hopes in a little while to be master of the 
whole skeleton. This gentleman has been detected 
in so many little thefts, that he has for several years 
past bepn refused admittance into the museums of 
tbe curious ; and he is lately gone abroad with a de- 
DJgn upon the ancient Greek manuscripts discovered 
■t H«rcnlaneum. 

It may seem surprising, that these gentlemen 
should Lave been hitherto auffered to escape unpu- 
i for their repeated thefts ; and that a Virtuoso, 
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wb» pkb ja«r pwket of lixpeaoe. afasU be bnp 
bril. m^ » EkociJig diipMie wottU be femd 
tbedfugmed 

oaamssear, idM 

of maUmebon by tbe OidiaHfjl 
Kewgate ! SmA u accideal wmdd donbdew MJ^ 
the •bMljr of Virtu nito MiU more contempt 
&e igBonat, wbeD tbey foiu)d that it only ' 
BUI (o tbe gallows : as the cooittiy fellow, 
■aw an attomej stand in the piUoiy, for Eotjeiy,'! 
shook his head and cried, ' Ay, this comes of foorj 
WTttiDg and reading.' It were peibaps woit^ AeJ 
coDtideration of the legislature to devise some pM 
nishment for these offenders which should bear »OBi^ 
analogy with their crimes : and as common maiefao* 
tors are delivered to the surgeons to be anatomizedt 
I would propose, that a Connoisseur should be mtda 
into a mummy, and preserved in the hall of the Ro^ 
(Society, for the terror and admiration of hi^brethnb 
I shall conclude this paper with the relation of k. 
circumstance, which fell within my own koowledgei 
when I was abroad, and in which I declined a gloriea^ 
opportunity of signalizing myself as a Connoisseur. 
while I was at Rome, a young physician of our 
parly, who was eatea up with Virtil, made a serions. 
proposal to usof breaking into one of the churches I7 
night, and taking away a famous piece of painting 
over the altar. As I bad not quite taste enough to 
come at once into his scheme, 1 could not help ob- 
jecting to him, that it was a robbery. Poh, says 
he, it is a most exquisite picture.— Ay, but it i* 
not only a robbery, but sacrilege,— Oh it is a most 
charming piece I — Zounds, doctor, but if we should 
bii taken, wc shall all be broke upon the wheeL — 
Then, said he, we shall die martyrs. 
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KP 10. THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 1764. 

p99eemie$ waio mkUkm dherta palato, Hor. 

How rery ill our different tastes agree^ 
Tbifl tfill liaye beef, and that a fricassee. 

HATE selected the following letters from a great 
nber, which I haye lately been fayoured with from 
■known correspondents : and as they both relate 
Mily to the same subject, I shall without further 
idace submit them to the public. 

Sir, 

When you was got into White's, I was in hopes 
Mtyon would not haye confined yourself merely 'to 
M^^aming-table, but haye giyen us an account of 
6 enteitaimnent at their ordinaries. A bill of fare 
Ml thence would haye been full as diverting to your 
iden as the laws of the game, or a list of their 
to. These gentlemen, we are told, are no less 
Into in the science of eating than of gaming ; and 
Hoyle has reduced the latter into a new and com- 
ele system, I could wish that their cook, (who to 
I smre is a Frenchman) would also oblige the world 
' a treatise on the art and mystery of sauces. 
Indeed, Mr. Town, it surprises me, that you haye 
long neglected to make some reflections on the 
3t of this gpreat city. Dr. Martin Lister, who was 
i?ersBlly allowed to be a great Connoisseur, and 
blished several learned treatises upon cockle shells, 
1 not think it beneath him to comment on the works 
Apicius Caelius, who had collected together many 
tnable receipts in cookery, as practised by the Ro- 
ins. If you would preserye your papers from the 
tignity of coyering breasts of yeal, or wrapping up 
lets a ia Maintenon, I would advise you to lard 
m now and then with the ragouts of Heliogabalus, 
a parallel between our modern soups and the La- 
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cedaemonian black broth. Your works n 
be universally read, from the mistresB it 
down to the cookmaid and scullion. 

It ia absolutely necessary for people of • 
pers, complexions, persuasions, habits, and si 
of life, however they may diflfer in other porUcufaa 
to concur in the grand article of eating. And aa i . 
humours of the body ariae from the food we take il 
the dispositions of the mind seem to bear an eqirif 
resemblance to our places of refreshment. You lurtl 
already taken a revievr of our several coffee-houMt 
aud I wish you would proceed to delineate Ihedd 
ferent characters, that are to be found in our tavern 
and chop-houses- A friend of mine always judgri 
of a man of taste and fashion, by asking, who is H 
peruke-maker or his tailor? Upon the sasie pnn 
ciples, when I would form a just opinion of u^ 
man's temper and inclinations, I always inquiH 
where does he dine ? 

The difference between the taverns near 9l 
James's, and those about the 'Change, consist notti 
much in the costliness as the substance of thetril 
anUs. The round- bellied alderman, vho brealfal 
the foggy air of the city, requires a more solid ik 
than the light kickshaws of our meagre persotM f 
quality. My lord, or i^ir John, after having whUft 
away an hour or two in the parliament-house, dri« 
to the Star and Garter to regale on macatoHt, a 
piddle with an ortolan ; while the merchant, who hi 
plodded all the morning in the Alley, sits down t 
a turtle-least at the Crown or the King's Arms, am 
crams himself with calipash and calipee. As A 
city taverns are appropriated to men of bu&inMi 
who drive bargains for thousands over their morning 
gill, the taverus about the court are generally Sim 
with an insipid race of mortals, who have nothiiig t 
do. Among these you may see most of out yontt 
men of fashion, and young officers of the guanti 
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pvbo meet at these places to shew the eleg^ance of 
ft^ taste by the expensiyeBess of their dinner : and 
lany an ensign , with scarce any income but his 
(ommission, prides himself on keeping the best com- 
^ fany, and often throws down more than a week's 
[ (ay for his reckoning ; though at other times it 
[•mges him, with several of lus brethren upon half 
[fay, to dine with Duke Humphry in St. James's park. 
' ihe tayems about the purlieu's of Covent-Garden 
lie dedicated to Venus, as well as Ceres and Liber; 
lid you may frequently see the jolly messmates of 
both sexes go in and come out in couples, like the 
dean and unclean beasts in Noah's ark. These 
kpmes are equally indebted, for their support, to the 
cook, and that worthy personage, whom they have 
digniJfied with the title of Pimp. These gentlemen 
contrive to play into each other's hands. The first 
Ij his high solips and rich sauces prepares the way 
for the occupation of the other ; who having reduced 
ihe patient by a proper exercise of his art, returns 
lum back again to go through the same regimen as 
before. We may therefore suppose, that the culinary 
irts are no less studied here than at White's or 
Pontac's. True geniuses in eating will continually 
itrike out new improvements : but I dare say, neither 
Braund nor Lebeck ever made up a more extraordi- 
Bury dish, than I once remember at the Castle. 
Some bloods being in company with a celebrated 
fiUe de joie, one of them pulled off her shoe, and in 
excess of gallantry filled it with Champagne, and 
drank it off to our health. In this delicious draught 
he was inogaiediately pledged by the rest, and then, 
U> cany the compliment still farther, he ordered the 
ihoe itself to be dressed and served up for supper. 
rhe coojk set himself seriously to work upon it : he 
)i|lled tbe upper part (which was of damask) into 
ine shreds, and tossed it up in a ragout ; minced the 

▼OI.. I. . K 
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sole ; cut the wooden liecl into very thin 
them in batter, and placed them round the di 
garnish. The company, you may be sure, te 
tiieir affection for the lady by eating very hear 
this exquisite impromptu: and aa this traoB 
happened just aiter the French king had ta 
cobbler's daughter for his mistress, Tom Pierci 
has the style as well as art of a French Co 
his bill politely called it, in honour of her 
Dc lou/ier a la Murphy. 

Taverns, Mr. Town, seem contrived forth 
raoting of luxury ; while the humbler chop-1 
are designed only to satisfy the ordinary cravi 
nature. Yet at these you may meet with a i 
of characters. At Dolly's and Horseman' 
commonly see the hearty lovers of a beaf-stet 
gill ale; and at Betty's, and the chop~houses 
the inns of court, a pretty maid is as inviting 
provisions. Jn these common refectories yo 
always find the jemmy attorney's clerk, the pr 
rate, the walking physician, the captain upo 
pay, the shabby valet dechambre upon boards 
and the foreign count or marquiss in dishabilli 
has refused to dine with a duke or an amboi 
A\ a little eating-house in a dark alley behi 
'Change, 1 once saw a grave citizen, worth a 
order a twopenny mess of broth with a boile' 
in it: and when it was brought him, he bcoo[ 
crumb out of an halfpenny roll, and soaked tt 
porridge for his present meal ; then carefully [ 
the chop between the upper and under err 
wrapped it up in a checked handkerchief, and i 
it off for the morrow's repast. 

I shall leave it to you, Sir, to make further 
tions on this subject, and should he glad to dii 
you at any tavern, dive with you into any cells 
a beaf-steak in Ivy-lano, a mutton chop bEdi 
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ISmeiifsy pr (if you choose it) an extempore sausage 
rblack-puddmgoyer the farthing fries at Moorfields. 

Your humbly Servant, 
fj/e-Conier. T. Savoury. 

Mr. Town, 

By Joye it is a shame, a burning shame, to see 
ie honour of England, the glory of our nation, the 
reatest pillar of life. Roast Beef, utterly banished 
om our tables. This evil, like many others, has 
een growing upon us by degrees. It was begun by 
ickedly placing the beef upon a side-table, and 
Teening it by a parcel of queue-tailed fellows in 
£ed waistcoats. Howeyer, the odorous effluyia 
aeraDy affected the smell of eyery true Briton in 
te room. The butler/was fatigued with carying : 
e master of the house grew pale, and sickened at 
B sight of those juicy collops of fat and lean, that 
me swimmmg in grayy, and smoking most delici- 
idy under our nostrils. Other methods, therefore, 
ere to be pursued. The beef was still seryed up. 
It it was brought up cold. It was put upon a 
Ue in die darkest part of the room, and immured 
itveen four walls formed artificially by the ser- 
i&ts widi the hats of the company. When the jel- 
is and slip-slops were conung in, the beef was 
irried off in as secret a manner, as if it had gone 
rough the ceremonies of concoction. But still, 
r, under all these disadvantages, we had a chance 
getting a slice as it passed by. Now, alas ! it is 
)t suffered to come up stairs. I dare say it is ge- 
rally banished from the steward's table ; nor do I 
ppose that the powdered footmen will touch it, for 
ir of daubing their ruffles. So that the dish that 
is seryed up to the royal tables, the dish that was 
3 breakfast of Queen Elizabeth and her maids of 
DOor, the dish that received the dignity of knight- 
od from King James the First, is now become the 

K 3 
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food only of scullions and stable-boys. H'm 
words can I vent my res eatment upon this occssil 
especially when 1 reflect, that innovatians n 
dom come alone ! Toasted cheese is already but 
in rammekius : plum- porridge has been long banii 
ed : I tremble for plum- pudding. May we D 
lire to see a leg of pork detested as carrion ! aiu! 
shoulder of mutton avoided as if it were borse-fles 
ir only hopes are in the Clergy and the Be«f-ste 
Club. The former still preserve, and probably « 
preserve the rectitude of their appetites; and will 
justice to beef wherever they find it. The latt 
who are composed of the most ingenious aitista 
the kingdom, meet every Saturday in a noble m 
at the top of Covent Oarden Theatre, and sever a 
fer any dish except beef-steaks to appear. The 
indeed ate most gluriuns examples ; but what, aii 
are the weak endeavours of a few tu oppose I 
daily inroads of fricassees and soup maigres I Tt 
Mr. Town, is a national concern, as it may pre 
more destructive to beef than the distemper amc 
the horned cattle : and should the modish avers: 
against rumps and sirloins continue, it will be &b 
lutely necessary to enforce the love of beef by 
act of parliament. 

Yours, 

GoLIAH EttGliSS. 
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Nan ambric aUarun venu/rum, non miillia po»iii\t 

Praia mnvere aitinaiia. Vmo. 

Nn ruiHl charms hei jojlKsg mioil uan mme, 
Tlie verdant mcaduiT rir the lofty grove. 

The ladies of tlie present age are strangely &lt« 
from the unpolished females, who flourisfa^JH 
days of romance. What modern PartheaeH 



1 



W: 



THB COSn^'OI3S£UR« 101 



)t prefer a tall young felloy/ to, the most beautiful 
'surf in the unirerse, or a coaoh .|m<l six to a white 
I The fair damsels of old ^v.erQ- chiefly to be 
land in woods and forests ; but our present heroines 
distinguished by an utter aversion to tlie coun- 
r^^y and would as soon be confined by a gian!riu.an 
^^chanted castle, as immured with old inaideii 
kponts in the family mansion-house. Nothing" la 
^'more dreadful to our ladies of quality than the apr 
^roach of summer ; for what woman of spirit would 
^choose to leave the ^wn to wander in solitudes and 
^'deserts; or what pleasure can the long days give to 
^ dor fine ladies, when the pretty creatures are con- 
^ icious, that they look best by candle-light? The 
^ genersd complaint against the country is want of 
^' amusement, or want of company : but these common 
^ inconveniences are trifles in comparison to the suf- 
' ferings of the poor lady who wrote the following 
"^^ letter, which was communicated to me with leave to 
' make it public. 

q. Dear Lady Charlotte, 

< I have been plagued, pestered, teased to death, 
and hurried out of my wits, ever since I have been 
in this odious country. O my dear, how I long to 
be in town again ! Pope and the poets may talk 
what they will of their purling streams, shady groves, 
and flowery meads : but I had rather live all my 
days among the ^cheesemongers' shops in Thames- 
street,- than pass such anoUier spring in this filthy 
country. Would you believe it? I have scarce 
touched a card since I have been here : and then 
there has been such ado with us about election mat- 
ters, that I am ready to die with the vapours ; such 
a rout with their hissing and hallooing, my head is 
ready to split into a thousand pieces ! If my Sir 
John must be in parliament, why cannot he do as 
your lord does, and be content with a borough, 
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where he might cjiiae in without all this trouble 
lake his seat intfie house, though he has nevef 
wiftin a hujKlrei.C miles of the place. 

Our-bousB, ilay dear, has been a perfect inn, 
siocQ wtcame down; and I have been oblige 
trtidge about as much as a fat landlady. Our < 
atejipen to everj dirty fellow iu the county tl 
Vorth forty shillinga a-year; all my best floor 
spoiled by the hobuails of farmers stumping t 
tliem ; every room is a pig-stye, and the Ch 
paper in t^e drawing-room stinks so abominah 
punch and tobacco, that it would strike yoa i 
to come ijito it. If you knew what I have suff 
you would think I Lad the constitution of a wa 
womau to go through it. We never sit down t 
ble without a dozen or more of boisterous two-le 
creatures as rude as bears ; and T have iiothlE 
do but to heap up their plates, and drink to ea 
their healths. What is worse than all, one oi 
beasts got tipsy, and nothing would serve bin: 
he must kiss me, which I was forced to submi 
for fear of losing his vote and interest. Would 
think it, dear Charlotte ? — do not laugh at m 
stood godmother in person to a huge lubberly bi 
a country farmer's, and they almost poisonec 
with their hodge-podge they called caudle, raai 
sour ale and browu sugar. All this, and mo 
have been obliged to comply with, that the coi 
fellows might not say, my lady is proud and a 

Besides, there is not a woman creature w 
twenty miles of the place, that is fit compan; 
my house-keeper; and yet 1 must be intimate 

them all. Lady B indeed is veiy near us; 

though we are very well acquainted in town, 
mnst not be seen to apeak to each other here, 
cause her lord is in the opposition. PoorThoma 
a sad drubbing at her house, when I innocently 
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iiim, at my first cominffinto the country, with a how 
i*y® to her ladyship. The greatest female acquaint- 
emces I h&vehere, are Mrs. Mayoress, a tailor's wife, 
uid Mrs. Alderman Gascoigne, who sells pins and 
deedles on one side of the shop, while her hushand 
works at his pestle and mortar on the other. These 
drdinaiy wretches are constant attendants on my 
tea-table: I am obliged to take them and their brats 
out an airing in my coach every evening ; and am 
afterwards often doomed to sit down to whist and 
swabbers, or one-and-thirty bone-ace for farthings. 
Mri.Mayoress is a veryviolent party woman ; and sho 
has two pug-dogs ; one of which she calls Sir John, 
ttd the other Colonel, in compliment, you must 
biow» to my husband and his brother cancUdate. 

We had a ball the other day ; and I opened it 
%iUi Sir Humphrey Chace, who danced in his boots, 
lod hobbled along for all the world like the dancing- 
I bears, which I have seen in the streets of London. 
I A terrible mistake happened about precedence, 
I irhich, I fear, will lose S5ir John a good many votes. 
: An attorney's wife was very angry that her daugh- 
ter, a little pert chit just come from the boarding- 
Khool, was not called out to dance before Miss 
KortODy the brewer's daughter, when every body 
bew (she said) that her girl was a gentlewoman 
bred and born. 

I wish, my dear, you were to see my dressing* 
room ; you would think it was a ribbon-snop. Let- 
tice and I have been busy all this week in making 
np knots and favours ; and yesterdsiy no milliner's 
'prentice could work harder than I did, in tying 
mem on to the sweaty hats of country bumpkins. 
And is it not very hard upon me ? I must not even 
Iress as I please ; but am obliged to wear blue, 
lK>ug^ you know it does not suit my complexion, 
md makes' me look as horrid as the witches in 
klacbeth. 



I 
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But wh&t is worse than all, Sir John tellijj 
election expenses have run hd high, that II 
shorten my allowance of pin-money. He 4 
turniDg; off naif his servants; nay, he haeevo^ 
to me, that I shall not come to town all ttw^ 
BarbarouH creature! — But if he dare ; 
he shall positively lose his election next K 
will raise such a spirit of opposition in all 1S 
and daughters of the county against him. 

I am your affectionate friend, & 

This lady's case is, indeed, very much to be| 
pitied : but as Sir John has bad the good lock toj 
gain his point after a strong opposition, he will,' 
doubtless, be sensible of the great share his lady, 
had in his success. For my own part, when I con-i 
sider the vast influence which the fair sex must Dfr-' 
turally have over my fellow-countrymen, I cannot' 
help looking on their interesting themselves in thet^ 
matters as a very serious affair. What succen 
must a fine lady meet with on her canvas I "No par 
tieman to be sure could be so rude, or so cruel, al 
to refuse such a pretty beggar any thing she covU 
ask; and an honest country fa rmer, who could wilb' 
aland any other arguments, might be coaxed ani 
wheedled, or bribed with a smile, into voting againsi 
his conscience. Many instances have been founii 
during the late elections, of husbands who h&M 
been forced to pole as their wives would )iavedieil>i 
and I know a young fellow that was brought OVH 
to give a vote against his inctfnation by hia sweet 
heart, who refused to receive his addresses if he d>( 
not change his party. 

It may not, perhaps, be too bold an assertioa 
that half the members in the present parliament owi 
their seats to the direct or indirect influence of tb 
other sex. It would, therefore, be 
e legislature to provide agfainst (1 
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Btore ; and I hope, before the next general election, 
see among the votes the following resolution : 

That it is a high infringement of the liberties and 
mvileges of the Commons of Great Britain, for any 
peeress, or any other lady to concern themselves in 
the elections of members to serve for the Commons 
in Parliament. T. 
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— Stvdeo, bullatis ut mihi nugis 

iurgeacat, dare pondua idoneafumb, Persids. 

A tale in sonnding phrase I strive to tell, 
With poibpoas triles that my page may swell ; 
lliat wordy trappings the thin sense may cloke 
And add imaginary weight to smoke. 

Tquassouw, the son of Kqvussomo.was Konquer, 
or Chief Captain over the Sixteen Nations of Caf- 
fraiia. He was descended from N'oh and Hingn'oh, 
who dropt from the moon ; and his power extended 
o?er all the Ejrkals of the Hottentots. 

This prince was remarkable for his prowess and 
acti?ity ; his speed was like the torrent, that rushes 
down the precipice; and he would overtake the 
wild ass in her night : his arrows brought down the 
eagle from the clouds ; the lion fell before him, and 
his iance drank the blood of the rhinoceros. He 
fathomed the waters of the deep, and buffetted the 
billows in the tempest: he drew tlic rock-fish from 
their lurking holes, and rifled the beds of coral. 
Trained from his infancy in the exercise of war, to 
wield the hassagaye with dexterity, and break the 
wild bulls to battle, he was a stranger to the short 
dalliance of love ; and beheld with indifference the 
thick-lipped damsels of Gongeman, and the flat- 
nosed beauties of Hauteniqua. 
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As TquasBouw was one day giving iostructioiia 
for spreading toils for the elk, and digging pitftlb 
for the elephant, he received informatioD, Ihat a tf' 
ger prowling for prey was committing ravages on 
the Kraala of the Chamtouers. He snatched up hi* 
bow of olive-wood, and bounded, like the roebuck 
on the mountaias, to their assistance. He anivel 
just at the instant when the enraged animal ms 
about to fasten on a virgin, and aiming a poisoned 
arrow at bis heart, l^d him dead at her feet. Tlie 
virgin threw herself on the ground, and covered her 
bead with dust, to thank her deliverer; but when 
she rose, the prince was dazzled with her charms. 
He was struck with the glossy hue of her com- 
plexion, which ehone like the jetty down on Iha 
black hogs of Hessaqua : he was ravished with lbs 
prest gristle of her nose : and bis eyes dwelt with 
admiration on the flaccid beauties of her breatti, 
which descended to her navel. 

Knonmquaiha(for that was the virgin's name)wU i 
dangbter to the Kouquequa or Leader of the Kraal, 
who bred her up with all the delicacy of her ees. 
She was fed with the entrails of goats, she sucked , 
the eggs of the ostrich, and her drink was the milk 
of ewes. After gazing for some lime upon her 
charms, the prince, in great transport, embraced the 
Botes of her feet : then ripping the beast he had jutt 
killed, took out the caul, and hung it about her neck, 
in token of his affection. He afterwards stripped 
the tiger of bis skin, and sending it to the Kouque- 
qua her father, demanded the damsel in marTiage. ; 
The eve of the full moon was appointed for tbe i 
celebration of thenuptials of TquassouwaudKnonm- 
quaiha. When the day arrived, the magniHcence ia , 
which the bridegroom was arrayed, amazed all Caf- 
fraria. Over his shoulder waj cast a Krocse, or 
mantle of wild cat-skins ; be cut sandals for his feet 
from the raw hide of an elephant ; be bad hunted 



THB CONNOISS£UR. 107 

i^m a leopard, and of the spotted fur formed a su- 
fb cap for his head ; he girded his loins with the 
lestines, and the bladder of the beast he blew up 
d fastened to his hair. 

Nor was Knonmquaiha less employed in adom- 
l her person. She made a varnish of the fat of 
ats witli mixed soot, with which she anointed her 
lole body, as she stood beneath the rays of the 
1 : her locks were clotted with melted grease, and 
Hrdered with the yellow dust of buchu : her face, 
ich shone like the polished ebony, was beautifully 
led with spots of red earth, and appeared like the 
lie curtain of the night bespangled with stars; 
) sprinkled her limbs with wood ashes, and per- 
lea them with the dung of the stinkbingsem. Her 
18 and legs were entwined with the shining en- 
ils of an heifer: from her neck there hung a 
ich composed of the stomach of a kid : the wings 
an ostrich overshadowed the fleshy promontories 
lind ; and before she wore an apron formed of the 
ggy ears of a lion. 

rhe chiefs of the several Kraals, who were sum- 
Ded to assist at their nuptials, formed a circle on 

ground, sitting upon their heels, and bowing 
ir heads between their knees in token of revei- 
«. In the centre the illustrious prince with his 
le bride, reposed upon soft cushions of cow- dung, 
sn the Sorri or chief priest approached them, and 
I deep voice chanted the nuptial rites to the melo- 
us grumbling of the gom-gom ; and at the same 
e, according to the manner of Cafiraria, bedewed 
n plentifully with the urinary benediction. The 
le and bridegroom rubbed in the precious stream 
li ecstasy ; while the briny drops trickled from their 
ies like the oozy surge from the rocks ofChirigriqua. 
"he Hottentots had seen the increase and wane of 

moons since the happy union of Tquassouw and 
inmquaiha, when the Kraals were surprised with 



108 



THE CONNOISSEUR. 



ai 



the appearance of a most extraordinary penooM 
that came from ihe savage people who rose from ■ 
sea, and had lately (ixed tliemselves on the bordt 
of Cafiraria. His body was enwrapped with strad 
coverings, which concealed every part from atg 
except his face and hands. Upon his skin the I 
darted his scorching rays in vain, and the colouf 
it was pale and wan as the watery beams of i 
moon. His hair, which he could put od and take 
with pleasure, was white as tlie blossoms of tbe 
mond-tree, and bushy as the dcece of the ram. J 
lips and cheeks resembled the red ochre, and 
nose was shatpeaed like the beak of an eagle. 1 
language, which was rough and inarticulate, wad 
the language of beasts ; nor could Tquassouw ( 
cover his meaniog, till an Hottentot (who at thef 
coming of these people had been taken prisoneri < 
afterwards made his escape) interpreted betrr 
diem. This interpreter informed the prince, I 
the stranger was sent from his fu'Iluw-countrymei 
treat about the enlargement of their territories, i 
that he was called, among them, Mynheer ^ 
Snickersnee. 

Tquassouw, who was remarkable for his bu 
nity, treated the savage with extraordinary beoE 
lence. He spread a mantle of sheep-skins, anoii 
with fat, for his bed; and for his food he boUei 
their own blood the ^ipes of the fattest herds ' 
grazed in the rich pastures of the Heykoms. ' 
stranger in return instructed the prince in the a 
ners of the savages, and often amused him 1 
sending fire from an hollow engine, which rent 
air with thunder. Nor was he less studious to uL 
the gentle Knunmquaiha. He bound bracelet 
polished metal about her arms, and encircled 
neck with beads of glass : he filled the cocoa-l 
with a delicious liquor, and gave it 
which exhilarated her heart, and n 
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le with joy : he also taught her to kindle fire 
;h a tube of clay with the dried leaves of 
I, and to send forth rolls of odorous smoke 
her mouth. After having sojourned in the 
3 for the space of- half a moon, the stranger 
ismissed with magnificent presents of the teeth 
phants ; and a grant was made to his countiy- 
f the fertile meadows of Kochequa, and the 
i of Stinkwood bounded by the Palamite river, 
lassouw and Rnonmquaiha continued to live 
er in the most cordial affection; and the Surris 
night invoked the great Gounja Tiequoa, who 
lates the moon, that he would give an heir to 
ce of N'oh and Hingn'oh. The princess at 

manifested the happy tokens of pregnancy : 
ber waist increased daUy in circumference, and 
d like the ffourd. When the time of her deli- 
pproached, she was committed to the care of 
se women, who placed her on a couch of the 
g entrails of a cow newly slain, and to facili^ 
e birth, gave her a portion of the milk of wild 

and fomented her loins with the warm dung 
ihants. When the throes of child-birth came 
terrible hurricane howled along the coast, the 
lowed with thunder, and the face of the moon 
)scured as with a veil. The Kraal echoed with 
s and lamentations, and the wise women cried 
lat the princess was delivered of a monster. 

offspring of her womb was white. — ^They took 
lild and washed him with the juice of aloes : 
xposed his limbs to the sun, anointed them 
be fat, and rubbed them with Uie excrement of 
bulls : — ^but his skin still retained its detested 
md the child was still white. The venerable 
were assembled to deliberate on the cause of 
rodigy; and they unanimously pronounced, 
; was owing to the evil machinations of the 
a Cham-ouna, who had practised on the vie- 

. I. L 
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tue of the piincesa under the appearance of . 
Van Snickersnee. 

The inceatuous purcat and her unnatural 
werejudgeil unworthy to lift. They bowed 9.I 
of an olive tree in the forest of lions, on wT 
white monster was suspended by the heels 
venous beasts feasted on tbe issue of Knoi 
The princess herself was sentenced to tlw- 
punishment allotted to the heinous crime of 
The Kouquequas, who scarce twelve mooDl 
had met to celebrate lier nuptials, were 
moned to assist at her unhappy death. They 
collected In a circle, each of them wielding an biig|$ 
club of cripple-wood. The beauteous criminal stood 
weeping; in the midst of them, prepared to receipt 
the first blow from the hand of her injured husband. 
Tquussouw in vain essayed to perform the sad office! 
thrice he uplifted his ponderous mace of iron, aai 
Ithrice dropt it ineffectual on tbe ground. Al 
length from his reluctant arm descended the fdG 
stroke, which lighted on that nose, whose flatnetf 
and expansion had first captivated hia heart. Tlu 
Kouquequas then rushing in with their clubsi N 
doubled their blows on her body, till the poiiII<b( 
Knonmquaiha lay as an heap of mud, which the (•" 
tiring flood leaves on the strand. 

Her battered limbs, now without form and ia- 
tinction, were inclosed in the paunch of a rtunoceroii 
which was fastened to tbe point of a bearded arrowi 
and shot into the ocean. Tuuossouw remained i» 
consolable for her loss : he frequently climbed du 
lofty cliffs of Chirigriqiie, and cast his eyes on tb^ 
watery expanse. One night, as he stood howUD| 
with the wolves to the moon, he descried the pauDcf 
that contained the precious relics of Knoumquaihft 
dancing on a wave and lloatiug towards him. Thrio 
he cried out with a lamentable voice. Bo, Bo, Bo 
then springing from the cliff, he darted like the eagl 
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sousing on his prey. The paunch burst asunder 
beneath his weignt; the green wave was discoloured 
with the gore, and Tquassouw was inveloped in the 
mass, he was heard of no more : and it was believed 
by the people who remained ignorant of this catas- 
trophe, that he was snatched up into the moon. 

The fate of this unhappy pair is recorded among 
the nations of the Hottentots to this day ; and their 
marrislge rites have ever since concluded with a wish, 
'That the husband maybe happier than Tquassouw, 
and the wife more chaste than Knonmquaiha.' 

W. 
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SeiUcet expectesy ut tradet mater htmestos 
Atque alios mores, qvdm quos habet ? Jov. 

The same their breeding, and so like each other, 
Bliss is the very model of her mother. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
I REMEMBER, in a piatch between two persons of 
different religions, it was stipulated in the marriage 
articles, that the boys should be bred up in the per- 
suasion of the father, and the girls in that of the mo- 
ther. The consequence of this case, that one part 
of the family was taught to look upon the other with 
a most pious contempt ; and in the end it produced a 
separation. The sons followed the example of their 
father, and in order to avoid the least appearance of 
superstition and bigotry, turned out freethinkers : the 
lady of the house retired with her daughters to 
France, and to preserve them Trom a communication 
with heretics, confined them in a nunnery. 

The like method seems to be observed in the ge- 
neral education of children, who, as soon as they 
leave the nursery, are resigned over to the care and 

l2 
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direction of their respective parents, accora 
their sex : whence it often bappeas, that ftunflB 
Bs much distinguished by their peculiur 
by a certain cast of features or complenioa. ' 
young suuire is put upun a little horse before he ciil ' 
well walk, and becomes (as his father was belbre 
him) tlie pupil aJid conipanion of the groom and the 
gamekeeper; and if miss's mamma should chance td 
be the daugliter of a poor man of quality, though the 
wife of a substantial tradesman, the little luly is 
early instructed to value herself on her blood, and 
to despise her father's dirty connexions with busioesg. 
To this method of education it is owing, that tilt 
same vices and follies are delivered down from one 
generation lo another. The modish excesses of these 
times are in their nature the same witb tliose nbicb 
were formerly in vogue, though they differ somewhat 
in their shiipe and appearance. The preseutrece of 
bucks, bloods, and freethinkers, are but the spawn 
of the Mohocks ami the Hell- Fire Club : and if our 
modern fine ladies have had their masquerades, their 
Vauxhalls, their Sunday tea-drinking at Ranelagh, 
and their morning chocolate in the Hay-market, they 
have only improved upon the Ring, the Spring Gar- 
dens, the Xen Exchange assignations, and the morn- 
ing puppet-show, which employed the attention of 
their grandmothers. And as it is not apparent that 
our people of fashion are more wicked, so neither 
are they wiser than their predecessors. 

When 1 contemplate the manner in which the 
younger part of the polite world is brought up, 1 am 
apt to carry my reflections further than what merely 
coucerus their own persons. Let our young men of 
fashion expose their ignorance abroad, rather than 
itnproTe at our universities at home; — let them trifle 
Rway their time in insipid amusements, aud run loose 
about the town in one continued round of extrav^g 
and debauchery; let our young ladi 
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ught nothing but gallantry and whist, and be seen 
ly at routs and assemblies ; — if the consequence 
Ltend not beyond themselves. But as these are to 
\ the fathers and mothers, the guardians and tutors, 
1 whom the morals of our next race must depend ; 
becomes a public concern, lest the reign of vice 
d ignorance should be supported, as it were, by 
reditary succession, and propagated to distant 
nerations. 

The modern method of education is, indeed, so 
tie calculated to promote virtue and learning, that 
is almost impossible the children should be wiser 
better than their parents. The country squire 
Idom fails of seeing his son as dull and awkward 
ooby as himself; while the debauched or foppish 
in of quality breeds up a rake or an empty cox- 
mb, who brings new diseases into the family, and 
sh mortgages on the estate. If you would there- 
•e &your us, Mr. Town, with a few remarks on 
8 subject, you would do service to posterity : for 
i present, give me leave to illustrate what I have 
id, by the example of a very fashionable family. 
Lady Belle Modely was one of the finest women 
ike fastreign, as the Colonel, her husband, was one 
the smartest fellows. After they had astonished 
i world singly with the eclat of their actions, they 
me together; as her ladyship was proud of fixing 
oian, who was thought to have intrigued with half 
e women of fashion ; while the Colonel fell a 
crifice to her beauty, only because she was ad- 
red by every body else. They lived together for 
me time in great splendour; but as matrimony was 
constraint upon their freedom, they at length parted 
' a private agreement. Lady BeUe keeps the best 
mpany, is at the head of every party of pleasure, 
Ter misses a masquerade, and has card-tables 
Dstantly at her own ^house on Sundays. The 
>lonel is one of the oldest members of the club at 

l3 
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White's, runs horsie? at Newmarket, lias an actKW ' 
in kcepiD^, and is protected from the impertineitce 
of duns, by having purchased a seat in parliament 
at almost as great an expense as would have satit- 
fit'd the demands of his creditors. 

They have two children : theonc has been educate! 
by the direction of his father, the other has been bred 
up under the eye of ber niaiunia. The boy was, in- 
deed, put to a. grammar-Gchool tor a while ; but lAlil 
and Greek, or indeed any language except French, 
are of uo service to a gentleman ; and as the lad 
had discovered early marks of spirit (such as kidi- 
ing down wheeUbarrows, and setting old women iin 
their heads), the Colonel swore Jack should be i 
Koldier, and accordingly begged a pair of colours Sot 
him before he was lifteen. The Colonel, who W 
served only in the peacefid campaigns' of Cuvenl- 
Garden, took great iiaina to instil into Jai^k all tliU 

■ prowess so remarkable in the modem heroes of tb« 
army. He enumerated his victories over bulliESi 
his encounters with sharpers, his midnight skirjnulMt 
with coDstables, his storming of bagnios, his impii- 
sonmeutin round-houses, and his honourable wouadl 
in the service of prostitutes. The Captain could 
not fail of improving under so excellent a tutor, uid 
' soon became as eminent as his fattjer. lie is a 
hiood of the first rate ; Sherlock has Instructed hliB 
in tlie use of the broad-sword, and Broughton hu 
taught him to box. Ueis aline genileman atasseni- 

Iblies, a sharper at the gaming-table, and a bully b1 
the bagnios. He has not yet killed his man in ihl 
htmourabk w ay ; but be has gallantly crippled severa 
watchmen, and most courageously run a wailei 
through the body. His scanty pay will not alien 
him to keep a mistress ; but it is said, that he Ii 
privately married to a woman of the town. 
Such is the consequence of Uie sons educatiiiD 
and by this our people of distinction may leai n, how 
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much better it is to let a lad see the world, as the 
phrase is, than to lash him tlirough a grammar-school, 
like a parish-boy, and confine him with dull pedants 
in a coUege cloister. Lady Belle has not been less 
careful of her daughter. Miss Harriot. Those who 
undertake the business of educating polite females, 
have laid it down as a rule to consider women merely 
as dolls; and therefore never attempt the cultivation 
of their principles, but employ their whole attention 
on adorning their persons, llie romantic notions of 
honour and virtue are only fit for poor awkward crea- 
Ikures vdio are to marry a shopkeeper or a parson ; but 
they are of no use to a fine girl, who is designed to 
make a figure. Accordingly Miss Harriot was com- 
mitted to the care of Madame Governante, who 
never suffered her to speak a word of English, and 
a French dancing-master, who taught her to hold up 
her head, and come into the room like a little lady. 
As she grew up, her mamma instructed her in the 
nicest points 6i ceremony and good breeding : she 
explained to her the laws and regulations of dress, 
dirocted her in the choice of her brocades, told her 
what fashions best became her^ and what colours 
best suited her complexion. Tnese excellent rules 
were constantly enforced by examples drawn from 
her ladyship's own practice : above all, she unravell- 
ed the various arts of gallantry and intrigue, re- 
counted the stratagems she had herself employed in 
gaining new conquests, taught her when to advance 
and when to retreat, and how far she might venture 
to indulge herself in certain freedoms without en- 
dangering her reputation. 

Miss Harriot soon became the public admiration 
of all the pretty fellows, and was allowed to be a 
ladv of the most elegant accomplihsments. | She was 
reckoned to play a better game at whist than Mrs. 
Sharply, and to bet with more spirit at brag than the 
bold Lady Atall. She was carried about to T\av- 
brid^^ Bath, Cheltenham, and every othet i^\ai&^ o1 
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diyersioiiy by the mother ; where she was exposed "*' 
as at a public mart for beauty, and put up to the best ^ 
bidder. But as Miss had some fortune in her owi ^ 
disposal, she had not the patience to wait the formal 
delays of marriage articles, jointures, settlements, ' 
and pin-money ; and just before the late act took 
place, eloped with a gentleman, who had long been 
yery intimate with her mamma, and recommended 
himself to Miss Harriot by a stature of six-foot and ! 
a shoulder-knot. ** 

I am. Sir, ' ' 

O. Your humble Servant, &c. * 
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Qui modd scurra 



Aui si quid hac re irUius videbahWy 

Idem inficeto est inficetwr rure, Catvll. 

The Fool of Pantomime, who ne'er spake word, 
Or worse than Fool, the Senator, or Lord, 
In the dull country his dull trade pursuing, 
The blockhead underdoes his underdoing. 

I HAVE lately received several letters from my cousin 
Village^ concerniDg^ the entertainments of the coun- 
try. He tells me, that they have concerts eveiy 
evening in that part of the month in which the al- 
manack promises it will be moon-light. In one little 
town in particular, all the polite company of the 
place assemble every Sunday evening (after church) 
at the Three Compasses, which is kept by the clerk, 
to regale themselves with cakes and fine home- 
brewed in an arbour at the end of his cabbage gar- 
den ; to which they have given the genteel denomi- 
nation pf Little Ranelagh. I shall this day present 
my reader with his last letter ; and only take notice 
of the grand difference between the summer amuse- 
ments in town and country. In London, while we 
are almost smothered in smoke and dust, gardens 
are open every evening to tefresb us with the pure air 
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die country; while those, who haye the finest 
Iks and most beautiful prospects eternally before 
un, shut themselyes up in theatres and ball-rooms, 
>ck fair day-light out, and make themselyes an 
ificial London.' 

Dear Cousin, 

Wheneyer the town goes, those who liye by the 
wn naturally follow. The facetious and entertain- 
; gentry, who, during the winter, amused the world 
mm the bills of mortality, are now dispersed into 
Ferent parts of the country. We haye had most of 
an here already. The Colossus, the Dwarf, the 
male Samson, made some stay with us. We 
nt fcMT a week together to see Mr. Powell eat red- 
t tobacco-pipes, and swallow fire and brimstone, 
e Hermaphrodite was obliged to leaye the town 
a scandalous report, that a lady used frequently 
nsit him in priyate. Mr. Church for some time 
urmed us with concertos and sonatas on the Jew's- 
"p ; and at our last ball we footed it to our usual 
lody of the tabor and pipe, accompanied with the 
nbal and wooden spoons. 

[ will not tire you with a particular detail of all 
' entertainments, but confine myself at present to 
se of the stage. About the middle of last month 
re came among us one of those gentlemen, who 
\ famous for the cure of eyery distemper, and 
)eeially tiiose pronounced incurable by the faculty, 
e yulgar call him a mountebank; — ^but when I 
isidered his impassioned speeches, and the ex- 
apore stage from which he uttered them, I was 
t to compare him to Thespis and his cart. Again, 
ten I beheld the Doctor dealing out his drugs, and 
the same time saw his Merry- Andrew play oyer 
I tricks, it put me in mind of a tragi-comedy ; 
ere the pathetic and the ludicrous are so intimately 
miscled, and the whole piece is so merry and so 
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' compauy, in order (according to the players' pbru 
to take the town ; but the Mayor being a str 
Presbyterian, absolutely refused to license their e] 
bibitions. The players, you must know, lindiag tM 
a good town, had taken a lease last summer of aad 
synagogue deserted by the Jews; and were thereK^ 
much alarmed atthis disappointment : but when & 
were in the utmost despair, the ladies of the placejoOK 
edinapetitiontoMra. Mayoress, who previuled on tct^ 
husband to wink at their performances. The cost' 
pany immediately opened their syiiagogue-therii^ 
with the Merchant of Venice : and liading the Doo^ 
tor's Zany a droll fellow, they decoyed him intoi 
their serf ice; and he has since performed the paitK 
the Mock Doctor with universal applause. I^p^ 
bis revolt, the Doctor himself found it absoluteffi 
necessary to enter of the company; and having;)^ 
talent for tragedy, has performed wilii great sucOH^ 
the Apothecary in ILomeo and JuUet. 

The performers at ourrustic theatre are far beyoBJ 
those paltry strollers, who run about the counbTj 
and exhibit in a barn or cow-house : for (as dtN 
bills declare) they are a company of comedians fioi 
the Theatres Royal : and 1 assure you, theyarsi 
much applauded by our country critics, as any! 
your capital actors. The shops of our tradesOV 
have be«i almost deserted, and a crowd of weafW 
and hard-ware-men have elbowed each other W 
hours before the opening of the doors, when the Ml 
have informed us, in enormous red letters, that 4 
part of George Barnwell was to be performed^ 

Mr. , at the particular desire of several l*£> 

of distinction. It is true, indeed, that our piij ' 
actors have most of them had their educal' 
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rent-Garden, or Drury-Lane ; but they have been 
Employed in the business of the drama in a degree 
but just above a scene-shifter. An heroine, to whom 
your managers in town (in envy to her rising merit) 
fecarce allotted the humble part of a confidante, now 
blubbers out Andromache or Belvidera : the attend- 
ttitson a monarch strut monarchs themselves, mutes 
tnd their voices, and message-bearers rise into he- 
feoes. The humour of our best comedian consists in 
•hrogs and grimaces ; he jokes in a wry mouth, and 
I6partees in a grin : in short, he practises on Con- 
greve and Vanbrugh all those distortions that gained 
mm 80 much applause from the galleries, in the drubs 
which he was condemned to undergo in pantomimes. 
1 was vastly diverted at seeing a fellow in the cha- 
racter of Sir Harry Wildair, whose chief action was 
A continual pressing together of the thumb and fore- 
finger; which, had he lifted them to his nose, I 
Bhould have thought he designed as an imitation of 
taking snuff: but 1 could easily account for the cause 
of this singular gesture, when I discovered that Sir 
Harry was no less a person than the dexterous Mr. 
Clippit the candle- snuffer. 

You would laugh to see how strangely the parts 
of a play are cast. They played Cato ; and their 
Marcia was such an old, woman, that when Juba 
came on with his — * Hail ! charming maid !' — the 
fellow could not help laughing. Anothei* night, I 
was surprised to hear an eager lover talk of rushing 
into his mistress's arms, rioting on the nectar of her 
lips, and desiring (in the tragedy rapture) to * hug 
her thus, and thus for ever;' though he always took 
care to stand at a most ceremonious distance ; but I 
was afterwards very much diverted at the cause of 
this extraordinary respect, when 1 was told, that the 
lady laboured under the misfortune of an ulcer in her 
leg, which occasioned such a disagreeable stench, 
tbut the performers were obliged to keep her at arm's 
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leu^^th. Tlie entertainment was LeUia : and the part 
of the Freochman was performed by a South BtitOD; 
who, as lie cuuM not pronounce a word of the French 
language, supplied its place by gabbling in his na- 
tive Welch. 

The decorations, or (in the theatrical diaJect) the 
property of our company, are as extraordinary u 
the performers. Otnello raves about a checked 
handkerchief: the Ghost in Hamlet atalka in a pot 
tilion's leathern j acket for a coat of mail ; and, in 
new pantomime of their own, Cupid enters with | 
fiddle-case slung over bis shoulders for a quiveij 
The apothecary of the town is free ^f the housej fpf^ 
lending them a pestle and mortar to serve as the hell lit. 
Venice Preserved; and a barber-surgeon has the aaiofk. 
privilege, for furnishing them wiUi basons of blaod< 
to besmear the daggers in Macbeth, Macbeth hinin 
self carries a rolling-pin in his hand for a truncheoDii 
and, as the breaking of glasses would be very esi 
pensive, he dashes down a pewter pint at the ai^ 
of Banquo's Ghost. 

A fray happened here the other night, wliich trai 
no smalE diversion to the audience. It seems thetft 
had been a great contest between two of these mimio; 
heroes, who was the fittest to play Richard tki' 
Third. One of them was reckoned to have the bet^ 
ter person, as he was very round-shouldered, GJl4< 
one of his legs was shorter than the other ; but bit' 
antagonist carried the part, because he started beit 
in the Tent-Scene. However, when tbe curtui 
drew up, they both rushed in upon the stage atoucei 
and bawling out together, ' Now are our browi boupd 
with victorious wreaths,' they botli went through tlw 
whole speech without atopping. 

I am, dear Cousin, your's, &c. 
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N^«4. THURSDAY, JULY 11, 1754. 

BU iMi ptpidoy pahUnuque^ equUique Ugendwn. Mart. 

Books that the knowledge of the world can show, 
Soch aa mic^t please a Udy, or a beau. 

'^HBN I consider the absurd taste for literature, 
fttoncepre^led among our persons of distinction, 
cannot but applaud &e reformation, which has 
eo since brought about in this article by the po- 
d worid*, A Duke of Newcastle made himself re- 
urkable by a Treatise on Horsemanship ; a Ro- 
aster snpplied the place of Ovid in the closets of 
Ml of pleasure; and even the ladies of former ages 
aificed to love in novels and romances. I will 
t mention a Shaftesbury, as our present age has 
Minced a Bolingbroke. We of this generation are 
ler than to suffer our youth of quality to lose their 
icioas time in studying the Belies Lettres, while 
r only care is to introduce them into the heau monde, 
mo<fem poet, instead of laying down the theory 
bofsemanship, is perfect in Uie practice, and com- 
nces jockey himself; and our rakes of fashion are 
itent with acting the scenes which Rochester de- 
ibed. Our ladies are, indeed, very well quaii- 
1 to publish a recital of amours ; and one in par- 
ular has already entertained the world with me- 
lirs of her own intrigues, cuckoldoms, and elope- 
ats. 

I am yery glad to find the present age so entirely 
eirom pedantry. Some part of the polite world 
id; indeed, but they are so wise as to read only 
r amusement ; or at least only to improve them- 
Ives in the more modem and fashionable sciences. 
Treatise on Whist has more admirers than a Sys - 
m of Logic, and a new Atalantis would be more 
uversally read than a Practice of piety. A fine 
VOL. I. U 
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geDtleman or lady would no more choose tl 
of a pedant, than the person of a cook-m 
porter. I cannot, thcreture, but approve of d 
laiil down by the writer of the following lettq 
would recommeud it to all persons of faahioatj 
scribe to his proposals. 

Sir, 

I have long observed with infinite regret 
care that is taken to supply persona of dii 
with propes books for their instruction and _ 
ment. It is no wonder, that they should 
averse to Rtudy, when learning is rendered so dii-- 
agreeable. Common creatures, indited, as soon tfi 
they can spell, may be made to read a dull chaptfp 
in the Testament, after which the ^Vhole Duty i^ 
Man, or some other useless good book, may be pd; 
into their bauds ; but these can never instruct a mMS 
of the world to say line thiuga to a lady, or to sww 
with a good grace. Among a few dirty pedants tbej 
knowledge of Greek and Latin may be cultivated| 
but among fine gentlemen these are justly discatd«A 
for French and Italian, Why should persons ofl 
quality trouble themselves about Mathematics and. 
Philosophy, or throw away their time in scratchinfi 
circles and triangles on a. slate, and then rubbtK 
them out again ? All tiie Algebra requisite for then 
to know, is the combination of figures on the dicel^ 
nor could Euclid be of any use to them, exc^ bt 
had represented the most graceful attitudes in leae- 
ing, or drawn out the lines of a minuet. 

in order to remedy these inconveniences, and tbtt 
the erudition of persons of fashion may be as diflvt- 
ent from the vulgar knowledge of the rest of mUh 
kind as their dress, I have formed a project for it- 
gulating their studies. An old crabbed philos<^>blt 
once told a monarch, that there was no royal' " 
of learning the mathematics : — First then, 
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iiisty Tolumes which contain Greek, Latin, and the 
Sciences, (since there is no genteel method of com- 
ig at the knowledge of them) I would banish theni 
Dtirely from the polite world, and have them 
hained down in university libraries, the only places 
rhere they can be useful or entertaining. Having 
has cleared the shelves of this learned lumber, we 
hall have room to fill them more elegantly. To this 
lid, I have collected all such books as are proper 
D be perused by people of quality ; and shall shortly 
lake my scheme public by opening an, handsome 
M)m under the title of the Polite Circulating Li- 

H« Many of my books are entirely new and ori- 
: all the modem novels, and most of the peri- 
dical papers fall so directly in with my plan, that 
my wm be sure to find a place in my library ; and 
' Mr. Town shows himself an encourager of my 
shame, I shall expect to see peers and peeresses 
ike up the pen, and shine in the Connoisseur. 
I intend in the beginning of the winter to publish 
ly proposals at large, and in the mean time beg you 
;> submit the following Specimen of my Books to the 
nblic. 

CATALOGUE OF BOOKS, ETC. 

IsvBLATioN, a Romance. 
^ Complete Cook, by Solomon Gundy. 
lie Gentleman's Religion. By a Free-Thinker. 
)i8aertation on Parties. Or an Essay on Breaking 
of Eggs. Addressed to the Big and Little En- 
dians. 
d Defence of Alexander the Coppersmith against 

St. Paul. By the late Lord Bolingbroke. 
The Practice of Bagnios : or the Modern Method of 

Sweating. 
Tho Ladies' Dispensatory : containing the most ap- 
proved Recipes for Tooth-Powders, Lip-Salves, 
Beautifying Lotions, Almond Pastes, Ointments 

M 2 
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for Freckles, Pomatums, and Hysteric Wat 

accDTding to the present Practice. 
A Description of the World ; with the Laliti 

of Vauxhall, Kanelagh, the Theatres, the Op 

House, &c. calculated for the Meridian of 

James's. 
A Map of the Roads leading to Tyburn. By Ja 

Maclean, Esq. late Surveyor of the High-Wi 
Essay on Delicacy. By an Ensign of the Guari 
The Art of Dissembling. From the French. 
A New Way to pay Old Debts. From an Orig 

published at Berlin. 
The Spirit of Laws. With Notes on the Game-i 

the Jew-Bill, and the Bill for preventing K 

Jargon cernw Common Sense, By a Benches 

Lincoln's Inn. 
Universal Arithmetic. Containing Calculations 

layingtheOddsat Horse- Racing, Cocking, Ci 

playiug, Sic. 
Optics, or the Use of Opera-Glasses: wilt 

Importance and Benefit ot Near-Sightedness c 

sidered. To which is added, a Dissertation on 

portable Pocket Looking- Glass. 
The Modern Gymnasium. By Broughton. 
Geometry made easy, and adapted to the meai 

Capacity. By Nath. Hart, Dancing-Afsstei 

Grown Gentlemen. 
De Oratore, or the Art of speakiiig on all Subje 

By Andrew Mac Broad, F. R. H. S. Fallov 

the Robin Hood Society, 
A Dissertation on the Miracle of the Five Loaves 

By the Baker, President of the same Society 
Garrick upon Death ; with an account of the sev 

Distortions of the Face, and Writhings of 

Body; and particular Directions concerning Si 

Groans, Ohs, Ahs, &c. Ac. For the use ofYfl 

Actors. «■ 
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The Court Register; Containing an exact List of all 
Public Daysy Routs, Assemblies, &c. where and 
when kept. 

The Englishman in Paris. 

The Englishman returned from Paris. 

The Whole Duty of Woman, disposed under the 
Articles of Visiting, Cards, Masquerades, Plays, 
Dress, &c. 

A Dissertation on the waters of Tunbridge, Chel- 
tenham, Scarborough, and the Bath : showing 
their wonderful Efficacy in removing the Vapours; 
— with Directions how to assist their Operations 
by using the Exercise of Country-Dancing. 

llie Traveller's Guide, or Young Nobleman's Vade 
Mecum.. Containiqg an exact List of the most 
eminent Peruke Makers, Taylors, and Dancing- 
Masters, &c. Being the Sum of a Gentleman's 
Experience during his tour through France and 
Italy. 

Honour, or the Fashionable Combat. — Hounslow 
Heath, or the Dernier Resort. — The Suicide, or 
the Coup de Chrace, Tragedies. 

The Virgin Unmasked. — Miss in her Teens. — The 
Debauchees. — She would, if she could. — The 
Careless Husband. — The Wanton Wife. — The 

Innocent Adultery. Comedies; as they are 

now acting with universal applause. 

The True Patriot, a Farce. 

Handeli, Geminiani, Degiardini, Chabrani, Pasquali 
Pasqualini, Passerini, Baumgarteni, Guadagni. 
Frasi, Gaili, item aliorum harmoniosissimorum 
Signororum et Signorarum Opera. 

Your's, &c. 
T. Jacob Elzevir. 
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N°a5. THURSDAY, JULV 18, 1 

FirifRui ambitieii 

Paupertalt, 

A lac'd, embroidcr'd, pawder'd, beg^r-cnn> 
Haughty, yet even poorei Iban they're proud 

A LITTLE Frenchman, commonly known in 
the name of Count, and whose figure has bi 
Htuck up in tlie windows of print-shops, waf 
remarkable for the meanness, and at the sa 
the foppery of his appearance. Mis shoes, 
perhaps capped at the toe, had red heels t 
and his stockings, though often full of liol< 
constantly rolled iip over his knees. By gi 
he was once master of half a guinea ; and I 
great longing for a feather to bis hat, aO' 
pressing necessity for a pair of breeches, he 
with himself about the disposal of his money 
ever, bis vanity got the better of his neoessi 
the next time the Count appeared in the Ji 
the ornaments of bis head, you would hareij 
him a beau, and by the nether part of hie di 
would have taken him for a heathen phlloso 
The conduct of this Frenchman, howeva 
lous, is copied by a multitude of people in th 
To the same little pride of desiring to appe 
than they can afford, are owing the many rui 
of black, the tyes that seem taken from thi 
of a shoeboy, and the smart waistcoats edf 
a narrow cord, which serves as an apology I 
I know a man of this cast, who has but oi 
but by now and tbeu turning the culFs, and c 
the cape, it passes for two. He uses the i 
tilice with his peruke, which is naturally a 
l^owing bob ; but by the oceusional additloi 
tails, it somctinieB appears as a major. Of 
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of men are composed the numerous fraternity of the 
shabby-genteely who are the chief support of the 
clothiers in Monmouth-Street^ and the barbers in 
Middle-Row. 

Women are naturally so fond of omameut, that it 
is no wonder we should meet with so many second- 
hmd gentry in that sex. Hence arise the red-armed 
belles that appear in the park every Sunday : hence 
it is, that sacks and petenlairs may be seen at Mooi^ 
fields and White-chapel ; and that those who are 
BffllMtioas to shine in diamonds, glitter in paste and 
Scotch pebbles. When I see the wives and daughters 
ef tradesmen and mechanics make such attempts at 
finery, I cannot help pitying their poor fathers and 
Insbands ; and at the same time am apt to consider 
thdar dress as a robbery on the shop. Thus, wfaeu 
I observe the tawdry gentility of a tallow chandler's 
daa^ter, I look upon her as hung round with long 
liiM, short eights, and rushlights ; and when I con- 
tenplate the awkward pride of dress in a butcher's 
wife, I suppose her carrying about her sirloins of 
beef, fillets of veal, and shoulders of mutton. I was 
vastly diverted with a discovery I made a few days 
Since. Going upon some business to a tradesman's 
house, I surprised in a very extraordinary dishabille 
two females, whom I had been frequently used to see 
strangely dizened out in the Mall. These fine ladies, 
it seems, were no other than my honest friend's 
daughters; and one, who always dresses the fa- 
mily dinner, was genteelly employed in winding up 
the jack, while the other was up to the elbows in 

T«ads. 
desire of grandeur and magnificence is often 
ibrard in those who can support it ; but when it takes 
lold of those who can scarce furnish themselves with 
lecessaries, their poverty, instead of demanding our 
4ty, becomes an object of ridicule. Many families 
fflong those who are called middling people, arc not 
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content without living elegantly as well as 
fortably, and often involve themselvos in veryi 
cal distresees. When they aim at appearing | 
in the eye of the world, they grow proportioi 
mean and sordid in private. 1 went tlie otbei 
to dine with an old friend : and as he used to k< 
remarkable good table, I was surpriaed that It 
iicarce moke a meal with him. Alter dinner he 
the bell, and ordered the chariot to be got re* 
six ; and then turning to mc with an air of superit 
asked if he shuutd set me down. Here UtB ri 
was out; aud I found that his equipage had ei 
his table, and that he was obligiid to starvt 
family to feed his horses. 

1 am acquainted at another house, where the 
ter keeps an account against himself. Tliis ac< 
is exactly stated in a large ledger book. Wh 
saves &om his ordinary eicpeuses he places unde 
title of Debtor, and what he runs out ia ranged ti 
Creditor. I had lately an opportunity of tui 
over this curious accouut, and could not help sn 
at many of the articles. Among the rest, I reme 
the following, with which I aliall present the rei 

Debtor. 
Dined abroad all this week — My wife ill— Sa 

company — Saved seven dinners, etc. 
Kept Lent, and saved in table charges the eX} 

of four weeks. 
Bated from the baker's bill half a crown. 
Saved in apparel, by my family continuing to 

mourning three months longer than was reqi 

for the death of an aunt. 
Received ll. lOs. of the undertaker, in lieu 

hatband and gloves. 

Credito 
Went to the play with my wife and dai 
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le boxes, instead of the gallery; as usual. 

». To go no more to. plays this year. 

d Sir Charles Courtly and Major Standard to 

ler. ^Treated with claret, and two courses, 

rder to appear handsome. Mem. To be denied 
svery body before dinner-time for these next 
e weeks, 
y-^— ray wife had a rout — Lost at whist thirty 

leas — Card-money received, fifty shillings. 

9. My wife must be ill again. 

it^urch to a brief for a terrible fire, six-pence. 

harity begins at home. 

ould be sorry to have this method of balancing 
Its become general. True economy does not 
'. consist in not exceeding our income, but in 
i judicious management of it, as renders our 
appearance equal and consistent. We should 
at a nobleman, who, to support the expense of 
g horses, should abridge his set to a pair : and, 
s jockies might come in first for the plate, be 
t ^to have his family dragged to his country- 
ike servant maids, in the caravan. There are 
ivell-meaning people, who have the pride of 
in a polite part of the town, though they are 
sed even to pay the taxes; and nothing is 
common than to see one particular room in a 
furnished like a palace, while the rest have 
ly the necessary accommodations of an inn. 
. conduct appears to me equally ridiculous with 
' the Frenchman, who (according to the jest) 
i sake of wearing ruffles, is contented to go 
it a shirt. 

I endeavour to appear grander than our circum- 
8 will allow, is no -where so contemptible as 
those men of pleasure about town, who have 
tunes in any proportion to their spirit Men of 
^ have wisely contrived, that their sins should 
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be expensive : for which reason those, who 

equal taste have less money, are obliged to be 

nomists in their sins, and are put to many 

shifts to appear tolerably profligate and de 

They get a knowledge of the names and faces of 

most noted women upon town, and pretend as 

mate acquaintance with them ; though they ~ 

none of that order of ladies above the draggi 

prostitutes who walk the Strand. They talk 

familiarly of the King's Arms, and are in ra{ 

with Mrs. Allan's claret, though they always 

snugly at a chop-house, and spend their eTenisf 

an alehouse or cyder cellar. The most ridici ~ 

character I know of this sort is a young fellow» ^. 

son of a rich tobacconist in the city, who (becsM 

it is the fashion) has taken a girl into keeping. Hi 

knows the world better than to set her up a chaiib^ 

or let her have money at her own disposal. He rs^ 

gulates her expenses with the nicest economy, ea^ 

ploys every morning in setting down what is laidoMj 

upon her, and very seriously takes an account of loBl 

and butter, two-pence — ^for ribband, one shilling aid 

four-pence — pins, an halfpenny, etc. etc. Thus doei 

he reconcile his extravagance and frugality to ead 

other ; and is as penurious and exact as an usnnr 

that he may be as genteel and wicked as a lord. 

O. 
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Hie dies verd mihifestus atras 

Eximet euros, HoR. 

Of all the days are in the week, 

I dearly love bat one day ; 
And that's the day that conies between 

A Saturday and Monday. Old Ballad. 

A GENTLEMAN of my acquaintance lately laidbi 
fore me an estimate of the consumption of bread as 
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)»e, cakes, ale, etc. in all the little towns near 
don every Sunday. It is incredible how many 
isand buns are devoured in that one day at 
Isea and Paddington, and how much beer is 
Uowed at Islington and Mile End. Upon the 
»le I was vastly entertained with a review of this 
inate ; and could not help approving the obser- 
on of Tom Brown, ' that the sabbath is a very 
institution, since the very breaking it is the sup- 
; of half the villages about our metropolis.' 
^ur conmion people are very observant of that 
of the commandment, which enjoins tiiem to do 
Banner of work on that day : and which they also 
n to understand as a licence to devote it to plea- 
u They take this opportunity of thrusting their 
is into the pillory at Georgia, being sworn at 
;fagate, and rolling down Flamstead-hill, in the 
k at Greenwich. As they all aim at going into 
country, nothing can be a greater misfortune to 
meaner part of the inhabitants of London and 
Btminster, than a rainy Sunday : and how many 
est people would be balked of a ride once a week, 
le legislature was to limit the hired one-horse 
ses Working on that day to a certain number, as 
1 as the hackney coaches ? 
he substantial tradesman is wheeled down to his 
^ box ; which has nothing rural about it except 
ivy that over-runs the front, and is placed as 
' to the road side as possible, where the pleasure 
eeing carriages pass under his window, amply 
pensates for his being almost smothered with 
, The few smart 'prentices, who are able to sit 
ui horse, may be seen spurring their broken- 
led hacks up the hills : and the good-natured 
land, together with his mate, is dragged along 
"oad to the envy and admiration of the foot pas- 
er, who (to complete the Sunday picture) trudges 
ifidy with a child in one arm, while his beloved 
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doxy leans on the other, and waddles at hitil 
swelteriu^ beneath the unusual weight of an hi 
petticoat. 

It is not to be supposed, that the country ht 
itself any peculiar attractive charms to those 
think themselves out of the world, if they bti 
within the sound of Botv bell. To most of 
cockneys it serves only as an excuse for eating 
drinking; and they get out of town merely bee 
they have nothing to do at home. A brick 
smells as sweet to them as a farm-yard ; they n 
pass by a barn or an hay-stack without notice ; 
they rejoice at the aight of every hedge ale-fa 
that promises good home-brewed. As the rest 
cit's life is regular and uniform, his Sunday d 
sioDs have as little variety ; and if he was to U 
jouraal of them, we might suppose that itwoulc 
much iu the following manner. 

Sunday— Overslept myself — Did not rise 
nine — Was a full hour in pulling on my new doi 
channelt'd puraps^Could get no breakfast, my 
being busy in dressing herself for church. 

At ten — Family at church — Self walkei} to 
ther Red Cap's — Smoked half a pipe, and dra 
pint of the Alderman's. N. B. The beer was tn 
good as at the Adam and Eve at Pancras. 

Dined at one — Pudding not boiled enough, 
musty — Wife was to drive me in a one-horse i 
to see Mother Wells at £ngeld Wash, but it lo 
likely to rain — Took a nap, and posted seven p 
from my day-book till five. Mem. Colonel Pro 
has lost his election, and is turned out of Ids plat 
To arrest him to-morrow. 

At six — Mrs. Deputy to drink tea with my 
— ^1 hate their slip-slops — Called ou my iieigl 
the Common-council man, and took a wallow ' 
to Islington. 
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* From se^en to eight — Smoked a pipe at the Castle, 
Hi an heart cake, and drank two pints of cyder. 

K B. To drink cyder often, because neighbour tells 
Ine it is good for the stone and gravel. 

At nine — Got to town again, very much fatigued 
irith-the journey — Pulled off my claret coloured coat 
ted bine satin waistcoat — Went to club, smoked 
weejpqies, came home at twelve, and slept very 
•oaHUy, tUl the 'prentice called me to go and take 
tvt a writ against Colonel Promise. 

'' As to persons of quality, like Lady Loverule in 
"Ihe fiuce, they cannot see why one day should be 
HMie holy than another; therefore Sunday wears the 

Mae iBLce with them as the rest of the week. Ac- 
'eordin^y, for some part of this summer, Ranelagh 
%as opened on Sunday evening ; and I cannot help 

wondering, that the custom did not continue. It 

■ast have been very convenient to pass away the 
Mime there, till the hour of meeting at the card-table : 
'ttd it was certainly more decent to fix assignations 
^Aere, than at church. 

Going to church may, indeed, be reckoned among 

our Sunday amusements, as it is made a mere matter 
^of diversion among many well-meaning people, who 
' sre induced to appear in a place of worship from the 

same motives that they frequent other public places. 
^0 some it answers all the purposes of a rout or as- 
>*iembly, to see and be seen by their acquaintance ; 
-'•nd from their bows, nods, courtesies, and loud con- 
'Vmation, one might conclude, that they imagined 
'Aflmselves in a drawing-room. To others it affords 

the cheap opportunity of showing their taste for dress. 

Not a few, I believe, are drawn together in our 
cathedrals and larger churches by the influence of the 
aosic rather than the prayers ; and are kept awake 
i?" & jig from the organ-loft, though they are lulled 
to sleep by the harangue from the pulpit • A well- 
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disposed Christian will go ft mile fvom his owwl 
to the Temple Church, not because a Sherlock 
preach, but to hear a nolo from Stauley. 

But though going to church may be deemed t 
of amusement, yet upon modern principles it op 
such a very odd one, that 1 am at a loss to fto 
for the reasons which induced our ancestors tc 
into that method of passing their Sunday. At 
it is so wholly incompatible with the polite si 
of life, that a. person of fashion (as affturs an 
managed) liada it absolutely impossible to cc 
with this practice. Then, again, the serviced 
begins at such unfashionable hours, that in a i 
JDg a man muet huddle on his clothes, like a b 
run to school, and in an afternoon must insT] 
go without his dinner. In order to remove all 
objections, and that some ritual may be estaU 
in this kingdom, agreeable to our inclination 
consistent with our practice, the following 8C 
has been lately sent me, in order to submit it I 
serious consideration of the public. 

Imprimis, It is humbly proposed, that Cbrbt 
be entirely abolished by Act of Parliament, am 
no other religion be imposed on us in its stead 
as the age grows daily more and more eolig^t 
we may at last be quite delivered from the infli 
of superstition and bigotry. 

Secondly, That in order to prevent our ev< 
lapsing into pious errors, and that the commOD 
pie may not lose their holiday, every Sunday I 
apart to commemorate our victory over all reli 
that the churches be turned into free-thinking i 
ing bouses, and discourses read in them to co 
the doctrine of a future state, the immortality i 
soul, und other absurd notions, which some p 
now regard as objects of belief. 

Thirdly, That a ritual be compiled exactly^ 
site to our present Liturgy; and that, i 
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leading portions of Scripture, the first and second 
hssons shall consist of a section of the Posthumous 
Works of Lord Bolingbroke, or a few pages from 
the writings of Spinoza, Chubb, Mandeville, Hobbes, 
CoUinSy Tindal, &c. from which writers the preachers 
iiiall also take their text. 

Fonrthlyy That the usual feasts and fasts, viz. 
Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, Trinity Sunday, 
ftc. be still preserved ; but that on those days dis- 
courses be delivered suitable to the occasion, con- 
tlining a refutation of the Nativity, the Kesurrection, 
the Trinity, &c. 

Fifthly, That instead of the vile melody of a clerk 
htwling out two staves of Sternhold and Hopkins, 
or a cathedral choir singing anthems from the Psalter, 
mie of the most fashionable cantatas, opera airs, 
lOBgs, or catches, be performed by the best voices 
lor the entertainment of the company. 

Lastly, That the whole service be conducted with 
aach taste and elegance, as may render these free- 
flunking meeting-houses as agreeable as the theatres ; 
ttd that they may be even more judiciously calcu- 
lated for the propagation of atheism and infidelity, 
than the Robin Hood Society, or the Oratory in 
Clare-Market. 

T. 
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Barbara^ Celarent, Darii^ Feno, Baraliptofi' 
' WordB full of sound, but quite devoid of sense. 

It is a heavy tax upon authors, that they should al- 
ways be expected to write sense. Some few, in- 
deed, who are rich in sentiment, pay this tax very 
cfaeerfttUy ; but the generality endeavour, one way 
or another, to elude it. For this purpose some have 
moulded their pieces into the form of wings, axes> 
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egg», and altars, while others have laced 
Bide of a copy of verses with the letters of : 
tress's name, and called it an acroatjc: nc 
tioQ the curious jnTentinna of rebueses and b 
For the same reasona, the modem soag-'vi 
our public gardens, who are our principal li 
at present, eotertain ux with sonnets a nd I 
in Crambo. Authors who promise n "^" 
with puDH and tjuibbles; and witl: 
comedy, long swords, short Jerkins, 
carpets over them, pass for incident a 

But no artifice of this sort has been so*- 
so successfully practised, as the immoden 
uncouth terms and expressions. Words t 
nothing provided they sound big, and fill thi 
the best succedaneum for sense. Nothing 
tually answers Mr. Bayes's endeavour tod 
SHvprue ; and the reader, though he sees no 
straws floating on the surface, candidly 
that there are pearls and diamonds at thf 
Several dull authors, by availing tliemselvi 
secret, have passed for very deep write 
arrant nonseuse has as often laid snugly 
hard words, as a shallow pate beneath th 
appearance of a full bottomed peniwig. 

Those who are employed in what they 
stract speculations, most commonly have re 
this method. Their dissertations are natu 
pected to illustrate and explain ; but this 
times a task above their abiUties ; and w 
have led the reader into a maze, from wli 
cannot deliver him, they very wisely bewild 
tlie more. This is the case with thoaj 
writers, who have treated concerning the ei 
matter, who talk very gravely of cuppeitg, 
talioie-candieili/, and twenty other things 
much sound and little si gnili cation. Of. 
may very well say v'ith the poet. 
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Such labonr'd nothings, in so strange a style, 
Amaze th' unlearnt, and make the learned smile. 

Pope, 

No mode of expression throws such an impene- 
rable mist oyer a work, as an unnecessary profu- 
»on of technical terms. This will appear yery plainly 
x> those, who will turn oyer a few pages of any mo- 
iem collection of yoyages. Descriptions of a storm 
make some of the finest and most striking passages 
in the best poets ; and it is for these in particular, 
that Longinus admires the Odyssey. The real cir- 
cumstances of a storm are in themselyes, without 
the aid of poetical ornaments, yery affecting ; yet 
whoever reads an account of them in any of our 
writers of voyages, will be so puzzled and perplex- 
ed with starboard, larboard, the main-mast and 
mizen-mast, and a multitude of sea-terms, that he 
will not be the least moved at the distress of the 
ship's crew. The absurdity of this did not escape 
Swift, who had ridiculed it by a mock description of 
the same kind in his Gulliver. Those who treat 
military subjects, are equally ridiculous : they over- 
whelm you with counterscarps, palisades, bastions, 
etc., and so fortify their no-meaning with hard 
words, that it is absolutely impossible to beat them 
out of their intrenchments. Such writers, who 
abound in technical terms, always put me in mind of 
Ignoramus in the play, who courts his mistress out 
of the law-dictionary, runs over a long catalogue of 
the messuages, lands, tenements, bams, out-houses, 
etc. of which he will put her in possession, if she 
will join issue with him, and manifest his passion in 
the same manner that he would draw up a lease. 

This affectation was never more offensive, than 
when it gets into the pulpit. The greater part of 
almost every audience that sits under our preachers, 
are ignorant and illiterate, and should therefore have 
every thing delivered to them in as plain, simple, 
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and intelligent a manner as poaaible. Hard wordi,| 
if Ihey have any meanings, can only serve to m^ 
them stare ; and they can never be edified by whit 
they do not nnilerstand. Young clei^ymen jut 
come iirnm the University, are proud of showing flfi 
world, that they liave been reading the Fathen, at 
are fond of entering on the most abstruse pointsn 
divinity. But they would employ their time man 
to their own credit, as well as the improvemoit of 
their hearertt, if they would rather endeavour to t%- 

Slain and enforce the precepts of the Apostles and 
Ivaogelisls, than retail the confused hypotheses of 
crabbed metaphysicians. 

As to essays, and all other pieces that come US' 
der the denomination of familiar writings, onewouU 
imagine that they must necessarity be written in the 
easy language of nature and common sense. No 
writer can flatter himself, that his productions will 
be an agreeable part of the equipage of the tea-table, 
who writes almost too abstrusely for the study, and 
involves his thoughts in hard words and affected la- 
tiniams. Yet this has been reckoned by many the 
standard style for these loose detached pieces. 
Addison was proud that he could boast of having 
drawn learning out of schools and colleges intoclubi 
and coffee-houses, as Socrates was said to draw mo- 
rality from the clouds to dwell among men ; but 
these people (as Lord Bolingbroke pretends to tay 
of the same Socrates) mouut the clouds themselves. 
This new-fangled manner of delivering our senti' 
me nts is called writing sound sense: and if I ^nd 
this mode seems likely to prevail, I shall certainly 
think it expedient to give into it, and very suddenly 
oblige the world with a Counoisseur so tensible, that 
will be impossible to understand it. 
But hard words and uucoiith ways of expressinf 
rselves never appear with so ill a grace, as is 
common conversation. In writing 
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- aome degree of exactoess and precision : but if even 
there they seem harsh and disagreeable, when they 
'Obstruct the freedom of our familiar chat, they either 
ludLe us laoghy or put ifs out of patience. It was 
imagined by the ancients, that things were called by 
one name among mortals, and by another among the 
gods : In like manner some gentlemen, who would 
be accoonted fine spoken persons, disdain to men- 
tion the most trivial matters in the same terms with 
the rest of the world ; and scarce inquire how you 
do, or bid you good morrow, in any phrase that is 
iiitelligible. It aiways puts me in pain to find a lady 
pre into this practice : if she makes no blunder, it 
sits very ung^cefuUy upon her ; but it is ten to one 
tiiat the rough uncouth syllables that form these 
words, are too harsh and big for the pretty creature's 
iBoath : and then she maims them and breaks them 
to her use so whimsically, that one can scarce tell 
whether she is talking French or English. I shall 
nake no more reflections on this subject at present, 
but conclude my paper with a short story. 

A merry fellow, who was formerly of the univer- 
sity, going through Cambridge on a journey, took it 
into his head to call on his old tutor. As it is no 
great wonder that pedantry should be found in a col- 
lege, the tutor used to lard his conversation with 
numberless hard words and forced derivations from 
tbe Latin. His pupil, who had a mind to banter the 
old gentleman on his darling foible, when he visited 
him, entered his chambers with a huge dictionory 
under his arm. The first compliments were scarce 
)?er, before the tutor bolted out a word big enough 
or the mouth of Garagantua. Here the pupil begged 
hat he would stop a little ; and after turning over 
is dictionary desired him to proceed. The learned 
entleman went on, and the pupil seemed to listen 
ith great attention, till another word came out as 
ird as the former, at which he again interrupted 
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him, and agaia had recourse to his dictionBij|«^ 
appears to me the only way of conversing witli 
sons of so pompous an elocution ; unless we co 
the orators themselves into lexicons to interpret 
own phrases, by troubling them to reduce toe n 
ing of their tine speeches into plain JBngtish. 
O. 
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Sequar alrU ig^aibui abieni, 

OmnihiU umbra lacta adern, dabia unprolic p( 

Tbod to thy crimo shall feel the vengeance 
Wilh hell's black fireB for ever I'll pu. 
In every place my injured shade shall 
' ' * I Btill present me to thy eyes. 
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Tom Dare-Devi], who was so much superior i 
rest of our Sucks that lie gained the appellat 
Stag, tiuished a course of continual debaucb 
and was carried off last week by a phrenetic 
I happened to be present at his last moments 
the remembrance of him still dwells so stranf 
my mind, that I see him, I hear him, in all the b) 
of despair, starting, trembling, and uttering tfat 
horrid execrations. His conscieuce at the app 
uf death had conjured up before him ' ten tho 
devils wilh their red-hot spits,' who aasumt 
shapes of all those whom he injured, and ' 
hissing on him,' to retaliate their wrongs. ' 
me, save me,' he would cry, * from that bit 
form— He was my friend— but I ruu him t!i 
the heart in a quarrel about a whore — Take 
that old feliow—He would have carried us 
round-bouse^I knocked him down with hi) 
KtalT- but 1 did not think the poor dog would 
died by it.' When the nurse offered him a di 
lo lake, 'Why,' said lis, 'will yoji i' "* 
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?bampagne ?— ^'tis a damnable liquor, and 111 drink 
10 more of it.' In one of his lucid intervals he 
irasped my hand vehemently, and bursting into 
ears, ' Would to God/ said he, * 1 had died twenty 
fears ago.' At length his unwilling soul parted from 
he bodk; and the last words we heara from him 
Mrere a faint ejaculation to his Maker, whom he had 
blasphemed all his life. His shocking exit made 
me reflect on that fine passage in the Scriptures, 
' Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
latter end be like hb.' 

The behaviour of this unhappy wretch afforded a 
dreadful instance of the truth of that maxim, Z^ere 
it no hell like a troubled comdence. * There needs, 
mdeed, no ghost to tell us this.' But it were to be 
wished, that the conscience of every living reprobate 
could work on his imagination in the same manner, 
ud raise up such horrid apparitfons to torment him. 
Where is the wretch so hardened, who would not be 
dismayed at these terrors ? Or who could persevere 
ia a course of wickedness, when every fresh offence 
would create a new fury to haunt him for his crimes? 

Let us, for instance, take a view of the most glar- 
ing ciicomstances in the life of that arch-infidel, Tom 
-Dare-Devil ; and let us at the same time conceive 
(if possible) what pangs he must have felt, had every 
nagitious act been attended with the same phantoms 
thai distracted him on his death-bed. First then, 
let us contemplate him as a parricide ; for so he may 
he called, who by repeated disobedience broke the 
heart of a most affectionate father. Could filial in- 
gratitude receive a sharper punishment, than in the 
midst of his debaucheries to have his - father con- 
tinually before his eyes, expostulating him on his un- 
natarai behaviour ? ' O my son,' might he have 
heard him say, * was it for this that thy mother, who 
died in giving thee life, begged me with her last 
breath to be land to the boy ? Was it for this that 
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the country rung with joy for my being bleUedW 
an heir? — O my child, whom can I now call tayii 
That estate which I was so solicitous to tmproW 
thy sake, is dissipated among jocktys, gamUl 

pimps, and prostitutes. ^If you should ever hsif ' 

a son, may his ingratitude never make you tbink 
on me,' 

Tom, indeed, took care never to have any TesstiW' 
from children : he had too great a spirit to beartiie 
shackles of matrimony, and lired in a state of cdi- 
bacy among bagnios. Sometimes he made inroadi 
on private life, and disturbed the peace of fomilie* 
by debauching the wives and daughters of his ao> 
quaintance. Among other gallant exploits, he d^. 
coyed up to town the daughter of a country gentle- 
man, where he ruined her, and then left her to linger 
under an infamous, disease. At length the fruits of. 
his amour appeared in a child, which soon perished 
with its unhappy parent in a public hospital. By tie' 
same magic of the fancy let us raise up this pocr 
girl with the infant in her arms, while he is wanton- 
ing among his doxies, and lording it like a baahair 
over the vassals of his lust. What remorse must 
this villain have felt, could he have imagined her to 
have addressed him in the following terms ! — ' Be- 
hold in the loathsome carcase of this babe the ima^ 
of thyself ; foul, rotten, and corrupt.— How could I 
suffer so contemptible a creature to draw me from 
the comfortable protection of my parents 1 — It was 
just, indeed, that I should fall a victim to tny folly: 
but was tJiis diseased infant quickened only to pro- 
claim my dishonour and tby infamy?— —Why Mdst 
thou yet the power left to propagate misery evea to 
the innocent?* 

Tom had often signalized himself as a duellist: 
his conscience, as we have already mentioned, op- 
braided him at his dying moments with the murder 
of a particular friend. He had once ill luck at cards; 
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luid being irritated with his losses, and suspecting 
Ebul play on the part of his antagonist, he took him 
by the nose, which consequently produced a chal- 
lenge. He is hastening to the iield of battle, — but 
he &ncies himself followed by the manes of his friend, 
iriiom, on the same unhallowed ground he had lately 
sacrificed to that idol Honour. He hears him call 

* Turn, madman, turn, and look on me. 

Vou may remember with what reluctance I met you 

^You forced me to the combat — and I was even 

pleased that the victory was your's. You deprived 
■te. of life in an idle quarrel about a creature, whom 
at your return from the murder of your friend, you 

detected in the arms of another. It was honour 

Ibat induced you to wound the bosom of one you 

loved : ^The same honour now calls you to give 

a fellow, whom you despise, an opportunity to reta- 
liate the injury done to me. What folly is it to 

put your life into the hands of a scoundrel, who, you 
inspect, has already robbed you of your fortune? 

But go on, and let your death rid the world of 

I monster, who is desperate enough to put his own 
life on the hazard, and wicked enough to attempt 

that of another.' It happened, however, that Tom 

liad no occasion for such a monitor, as the person 
whom he went to meet proved as great a coward as 
le was a cheat ; and our hero, after waiting a full 
ibur in his pumps, and parrying with the air, had no 
stber reveuj^e for the loss of his money, than the sa- 
isfaction of posting him for a scoundrel. 

Though the hero of our story was cut off in the 
[Nrime of his life, yet he may be said, like Nestor, to 
lave outlived three generations. All the young fel- 
ows of spirit were proud to be enrolled in the list 
)i his companions ; but as their constitutions were 
Dore puny than his, three sets of them had dropt 
Bto the grave, and left him at the head of the fourth. 
Se would often boast of the many promising geniuse 
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who had fallen in tlie vain attempt of keemj 
with him in the various scenes uf ilebaucbe 
title light we may consider him as an accessa 
many wanton murders. By the operation of 
science, at every tavern door he might have n 
an acquaintance to bar his passnge ; and in t1 
of his jollity, like Macbeth, he might have 
down his glass, and imagined that he saw a ij 
friend tilling the vacant uhuir. 

From the nature of the facts, which have 
been recorded of Tom Dare- Devil, the res 
easily conclude, that he must have been an 
No creature, who believed in a Supreme BeiK 
have acted so vilely towards his fellow-ci 
Tom was a president of an abominable cl 
met together every Sunday uight to utter i 
horrid blasphemies. The members of this mt 
dalous society must have beard of the manne 

great tutor's death : Let us imagine, tl 

that they could figure to themselves his g 
pearing to them, wamiug them of their err 
eihorting them to repent. They might cone 
setting forth, in the most pathetic manner, 
sequences of their folly, and declaring to th 
convinced he now was of the certainty ofth 
trines, which they daily ridiculed. Snch 
rition would, indeed, have an effect upon 
sinners ; but in all probability a thorough-] 
fidel would not be reclaimed, even ' though 
from the dead.' 

What I have here supposed might have 
case of one particular reprobate, is in the 
every person to put in practice for himself, 
is a surer instance of the goodness of the 
than that delicate inward feeling, so stro 
pressed on every reasonable creature. Thi 
sense, if duly attended to, and diligently i 
and kept alive, would check the sinner U " 
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nd make him look back with horror on his crimes. 
Ln ancient is commended for wishing, * that he had 
. window in his breast, that every one might see into 
t :' but it is certainly of more consequence to keep 
»m«eWes firee from die reproach of our own hearts, 
ban from the evil opinions of others. We should 
herefore consider conscience as a mirror^ in which 
syery one may see himself reflected, and in which 
ivery action is represented in its proper colours. 
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Gtmdent »eribentesy et se venerantur, Hot. , 

Fioiii self each scribbler adoratioii draws, 
And gathers incense from his own applause. 

Fhat there is a vanity inherent in every author must 
be confessed, whatever pains they may take to con- 
ceal it from the rest of mankind. For my own part, 
[ readily acknowledge, that I am always wonder- 
Uly delighted with my own productions. I snatch 
up the favourite sheets wet from the press, and 
levour every syllable; not the least particle escapes 
By notice : and I dwell with admiration on the 
yeanties of an expressive and or emphatical the. If 
s?ery reader was to pay the same attention to my 
forks, or peruse them with half the satisfaction, Mr. 
Town might be fairly pronounced the greatest author 
if the age. But I am afraid I shall scarce find 
mother who will so heartily join in the good opinion 
'. have conceived of myself; and many a choice 
rattment, many a culled expression, which I have 
epeated to myself over and over again with ecstasy, 
fts by others perhaps been as hastily hurried over, 
I any common article in a news-paper. 

An author, who is ever big with the idea of his 
WBr importance, will gather matter for self-flattery 
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from the moft trivial c ire um stances. Ob Ihtnefr 
ings of publication I bave sometiines made it nj 
busipes.s to go round the coffee-houses, In order U 
Teceire whatever incense of praise I could collcti 
from the approbation of my readera. My hpart joi 
may imagine has bonaded with joy, when I ImW 
beard therooni echo with callingfor the CoDnoisteoR 
but how has it sank again, when 1 have found lb 
same tokeus of esteem shown to a brother writerl I 
could have hugged any honest fellow, thai hu 
chuckled over my performances, and pointed out m; 
good things ; but 1 have been no less chagrined, when 
I have seen a coxcomb coolly take up my paper, 
squint over the first poge, and throw it down again 
with all the ladifiereace imaginable : though, indeed, 
I have never failed within myself to pronounce of such 
a person, thai he is dull, ignorant, and illiterate. I 
once happened to be seated in the next box to tini 
noted critics, who were looking; over the tile of ray 
papers, and seemed particularly pleased with several 
parts of them. I immediately conceived a very 
high opinion of their taste and judgement: 1 re- 
marked vrith singular satisfaction the effect which 
my wit and humour had on their countenances ; and 
as they turned over the pages, I imagined I could 
point out the very passages, which provoked them 
frequently to smile, and sometimes to burst into B 
loud laugh. As soon as they were gone, I seized 
the file ; whenio! to my great mortification, I found 
they had been reading, not my own admirable works, 
but the luL:ubrations of a brother essayist. 

My vanity has often prompted me to wish, that I 
could accompany my papers, wheresoever tbey sra 
circulated. I flatter myself I should then be intro- 
duced to the politest men of quality, and admitted 
into the closets of our finest ladies. This coit- 
sideration would doubtless make me vain of myseU: 
but my pride would be soon checked by reflectiag 
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forther,. that were I obliged to follow my papers 
ft&Brwards through ail their travels and mutations, 
I ftfaouid certainly undergo the shame of seeing 
many of them prostituted to the vilest purposes. If 
in one place I might be pleased to iiii J tbeai Uie en- 
tertainment of the tea-table, in another I should be 
no less vexed to see them degraded to the base oiiice 
of sticking up candles. Such is the fatality atteiicU 
iog. these loose sheets, that though at their tirsi publi- 
cation they may be thought as precious as the Sybil's 
IcflBiveSy the next moment they may be thrown aside 
as no better than a last year's almanack. 

JBver since my first appearance in a sheet and iialf, 
I b^ve felt great uneasiness on account of the rude 
treatment which my works have been subject to in 
"^ir presen^.lbrm. I turned off my. printer for a very 
hmnons ajBBront offered to my delicacy, having detect- 
ed some foul proofs of my first numbers lodged in a 
very unseemly place ; and I almost came to an open 
rapture with my publisher, because his wife had con- 
verted asupemumerary half-sheet into a thread-paper. 
A lady whose sense and beauty I had always ad- 
miredy forfeited my esteem at once, by cutting out a 
pattern for a cap from one of my papers ; and a 
young fellow, who had spoken very handsomely of 
one of my essays, entirely lost the good opinion 1 
had conceived of him, by defiling the blank margin 
with a filthy list of foul shirts and dirty stockings. 
The repeated abuses of illiterate bakers, pastry- 
cooksy and chandlers, 1 know I am condemned to 
suffer in common with other mortal writers. It was 
ever their privilege to prey indiscriminately on all 
authors good or bad ; and as politicians, wits, free- 
thinkersy and divines, may have their dust mingled 
in the same piece of ground, so may their works be 
jumbled together in the lining of the same trunk or 
imndbox. 

One instance may indeed be brought, in which I 

o2 



148 THE CONNOISSEUR. 

am used to hail as a lucky omea the damagei)^ 
my papers appear to have austaiDed in their outw' 
form and cooiplexioQ. With what raptures fau 
traced the progress of my fame, while I hare a 
templated my numbers in the public coffee-houHt ' 
strung upon a file, and swelling gradually into a lit^ 
volume ! By the appearance which they make, wbei 
thus collected, I have often Judged of the reception 
they have singly met with from their readers : I have 
considered every speck of dirt as a mark of tepala- 
tion, and have assumed to myself applause fromtbe 
spilling of coffee, or the print of a greasy thumb. 
In a word, I look upon each paper, when torn, and 
sullied by frequent handling, as an old soldier batter- 
ed in the service, and covered with honourable scars. 
I was led into this train of thought by an accident 
which happened to me the other evening, as I waa 
walking in some fields near the town. As I went 
along, my curiosity temptedmeto examine the mate- 
rials of which several paper kites were made up; 
irom whence I had sufficient room to moralize on 
the ill fate of authors. On one 1 discovered severtl 
pages of a sermon expanded over the surface ; on 
another the wings fluttered with love songs ; and ■ 
satire on the ministry furnished another with bis 
ballast for the tail. I at length happened to cast my 
eye on one taller than the rest, and beheld several 
of my own darling productions pasted over it. My 
indignation waa presently raised, that I should 
become the plaything of children ; and I was even 
' amed, that the great name of Town, which stared 
full in the front, should be exposed, like the com- 
positions of Dr. Rock on the waif, to every idle 
gazer. However, by a curious turn of thought, I 
converted what at first seemed a disgrace into a. enat' 

Sliment to my vanity. As the kite rose into the air, 
drew a datlertng parallel between the height o£,' 
. flight, iLod the soaring of my own repul 
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lagined m^rself lifted op on the wings of Fame, 
d like Horace's swan towering above mortality ; I 
Qcied myself borne like a blazing star among the 
3uds» to the admiration of the gazing multitude. 

Via est, qua me quoque passim 



Tollere humoy victorique riri2m volitare per ora. 

And up he rises like a vapour ; 

Supported high on wings of paper^ 

He singiBg flies and flying sings, 

While from below all Grub-street rings. Swift. 

Wlii!e I was indulging this fantastic, contempla- 
ii of my own excellence, I never considered by 
w slight a thread my chimerical importance was 
pported. The twine broke : and the kite, together 
to my airy dreams of immortality^ dropt to the 
>iind. T. 
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tfiiUa tnrinequicquam inter se tmtnerajaciant, 
Ifitta cavo lateri ingenUnanty et pectore vasios 
IkMt «o«if tu ; erratque aures et tompora circum 
Or^ramumus: dure crepitant sub vulneremalce, Viro. 

Ituimps following thumps, and blows succeeding blows, 
Swdl the black eye, and crush the bleeding nose : 
Beneath the pond'rous fist the jaw bone cracks, 
And the cheeks ring with their redoubled thwacks. 

T a time when Peace spreads her downy wings 
er contending nations, and when armies (like the 
unless militia) are drawn into the field only to be 
riewed, all £urope must undoubtedly be alarmed 
hear, of the bloody battle, which has been lately 
uf^ in England. It is a justice due to posterity 
preserve a faithful account of this memorable 
vnt: I shall therefore set it down, as I find it re- 
ided in those authentic registers of heroic actions 
B newspftpers^ without deviating a tittle from thd 

o3 
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e terms, in which this eztraord 



' Harlston in Norfolk, July 30. Yei , 
afternoon Slack and Petitt met and foun 
first tiet-to Pettit seized Slack by the ij 
held him up against the rails, and grd 
much as to make him extremely black ; i 
nued for half a minute, before Slack cou 
Pettit's hold; after which for near ten minui 
kept li^''^i'? ^"<' driving hard at Slack, 
length Slack closed with his antagonist, t 
him a very severe fall, after that a second a 
but between these falls Pettit threw Slack 
the stage, and indeed Pettit eo much dreads 
falls that he ran directly at his hams b 
him down, and by that means gave Slu 
tunJty of making the falls very easy, 
had been lighting eighteen minutes, ti 
against Slack a guinea to a shilling; wli 
first setting out, it was three or four to oi 
head ; but after this time Slack shortened 
as to disable him from running and throi 
down ill the manner he had done before, h^ 
him to stand to doss lighting. Slack tfa< 
one of his eyes, and boat him Tcry much t 
face. At twenty minutes Pettit grew weal 
stronger; this was occasioned by Slack's i 
of fighting. At twenty-two minutes the b< 
allowed Slack to have the advantage ot 
very considerably, as he was then recoi 
wind, which was owing to game; when 
boxed twenty-four minutes, Pettit threw SI 
over the rails. This indeed Slack sufierf 
do, as by tliat means he fixed a blow und< 
ribs, that hurt him much. Whilst Slack \ 
getting upon the stage, (it was not haU 
before he was rt'mounted) Pettit had^ 
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fear of his antagonist before his eyes, that he walked 
off without so much as civilly taking leave of the 
spectators, or saying any thing to any person. This 
^e cockers call roguing of it; for it is generally 
dionght that Pettit ran away full strong. The whole 
tBue of their fighting was twenty-five minutes ; and 
this Dioming the battle was given to Slack, who 
drew the first ten guineas out of the box. Thus 
ended this dreadful combat.' 

£yery man, who has the honour of the British fist 
at heart, must look with admiration on the bottom, 
the wind, the game, of this invincible champion 
Slack. How must they applaud his address in 
figfatiDg strait : and with what detestation must they 
look upon his dastardly antagonist, who could so 
dtamefuUy rogue it 1 Captain Godfrey, the sublime 
historian of these hardy heroes, would have ex- 
claimed on this occasion : — ' Hail, mighty Slack, 
thou pride of the butchers ; Let the shambles echo 
with thy praise, and let marrow-bones and cleavers 
poclaim thy glorious triumph. What was that 
half-bred bruiser Milo, who is celebrated by the 
.ancients for knocking down an ox, to cut out the hide 
into thongs for his cestus ? Every petty slaughter- 
man of Clare -market can perform greater feats : but 
thou with resistless arm hast not only knocked down 
oxen but made the sturdy race of barbers, cobblers, 
and watermen fall before thee.' 

I cannot but lament the cruelty of that law, which 
has shut up our amphitheatres : and I look upon the 
.professors of the noble art of boxing, as a kind of 
disbanded army, for whom we have made no pro- 
vision. The mechanics, who at- the call of glory 
lefk their mean occupations, are now obliged to have 
Teconrse to them again ; and coachmen and barbers 
resume the whip and the razor, instead of giving 
black eyes and cross-buttocks. I know a veteran 
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that has often won the whole house, who isreSt 




I .._. 

^^H an hulf'-)>enny. Some have been forced to exercui> 

^^H their art in knocking down passengers in dark all^ 

^^B mud corners; while others have tenrned to open Ib^' 

^^H tists and ply their lingers in picking pockets. Buefc-i 

^^f borse, whose knuckles had been usedtoiadentmanii 

tt bruise, now clenches them only to [frasp a liak; 

and Bronghton employs the niusctea of his bntwny 

arm in sijueeziiig a. lemon or drawing a cork. Hu 

amphitheatre itself is converted into a Melodist 

Ijneeting-house ; aud perhaps (as laymen there are 
admitted into the pupjt) those very fists, which so 
lately dealt such beaity bangs upon the stage, are' 
now with et^ual veheoience thumping the chiubioD' 
The dexterous use of the list is a truly British ei- 
ercise : and the sturdy English have been as mach 
renowned for their boxing aa their beef ; bath wtucb 
are by do means suited to the watery stomacbs 
and weak sinews of their enemies the French. To 
this nutriment and this art is owing that long; estah-. 
tished maxim, that one Englishman can beat three 

• i'renchmen. A Frenchman, who piddles on a fri- 
casee of frogs, can no more encounter with an En- 
glishman, who feeds upon beef, than the frog in the 
Cable could swell her little belly to the size of an oi; 
and from hence we may conclude, on the princutles 
of philosophy, that the elastic spring which darls 
from the knuckles of an Englishman, falls ioto the 
heels of a Prenchman. One of my correspondents 
has already remonstrated against the degeneracy of 
the present times in our shameful neglect of that sup- 
port of our national strength, old English roast beef. 
Indeed, we can never hope, that any of our moderti 
heroes would attempt to fts a blow under the ribs, 
when they are afraid of plunging a knife into a sii^ 
loin; and I will venture to prophesy, that whsU 
the times come, that sirloins are no more brought 
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ivpon the table, we shall not be able to produce 
^glishmuD who can knock down an ox. 

Our present race of spindle'shankcd beaux had 
nthet close with an orange wench at the play-house 
than engage in a bye-battle at Tottenham- Court. It 
is therefore no wonder that they should object to 
this manly practice, for which they are so ill fitted. 
How can we Imagine, that they could stand against 
the buffets of a bruiser, when they might almost be 
patted down with the fan of a lady ? An attempt 
. was once made by Broughton to bring this study in 
Togue, by establishing a school for boxing, in which 
he was luiDself to be the lecturer. He invited the 
young gentlemen of the army, and all other uien of 
spirit, to engage under his directions ; and promised 
to arm their feeble wrists with mufflers, so that no- 
thing might be apprehcFided by the softest head or 
tenderest skin. A few, indeed, were hardy enough 
to try a fall with him ; but most of our young fellows 
gave up the gauntlet for scented gloves ; and loath- 
ing the mutton lists of vulgar carmen and portera, 
tbev rather chose to hang their hands in a sljng, to 
make them white and delicate as a lady's. I cannot 
but regret, that this design was not generally encou- 
raged, as it might perhaps have abolished almost the 
only use that is at present made of the sword ; and 
men of honour, instead of tilting at each other, might 
have had satisfaction in a tight set-to behind Mon- 
taeue-house. 

The amusement of boxing, I muEit confess, is more 
immediately calculated for the vulgar who can have 
no relish for the more relined pleasures of whist and 
the hazard table. Men of fashion have found out a 
more genteel employment for their hands, in sfauflling 
a pack of cards and shaking the dice : and, indeed, 
it will appear, upon a strict review, that most of our 
fashionable diversions are nothing else but different 
branches of gaming. What lady would be able to 
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boast a. rout at her house, coosistiog of U 
hundred persoas, if they were not to be c 
gether by the charms of playing u rubber? I 
jirohibition of our jubUee masquerades in i 
be regretted, as [key wanted tbe moat eaaei 
of their entertainments, tbe E O table. Ta 
Ute spirit of gaming, which has diffusod ttsdm^ 
all the fashionable world, is owing the raatit 
rag ement that is giren to the turf ; and horse-; 
are esteemed only as they afford occasion for maldil{ 
a bet. The same spirit likewise draws the knowiic 
ones together in a cock-pit ; and cocks are teaCUM 
from the dunghill, and armed with gnftles, to funislt 
a new species of gaming. For this reason, among 
otiiera, 1 cannot but regret the loss of our elegwt 
amusemeuts in Oxford Uoad and Tottenham Court. 
A great port of the spectators used to be deeply ii»- 
lereated in what was doing on the stage, and were »i 
earnest to make an advantage of the issue of the bat 
tie, as the champious themselves to draw the \aip4 
sum from the box. The am|ihitheatre was at oDOCt 
school for buKing; uud gaming. Many thousands hate 
depended upon a mutch; the odds have often iiM| 
at a black eye; a large bet has been occasionwlll 
a croas-bnttock ; and while the house has resouoM 
with the lusty b^ngs of the combatants, it hae atlM 
same time echoed with tbe cries of five to one, ^ 
to oqe, ten to one. < 

The toss of this branch of gaming is a public colt- 
mity : and I doubt not but the gentlemen at Wbto'l 
and all others whom it concerns, will use tlieir ntrl 
most endeavours to restore it. The many plsltl! 
given all over tlie kingdom have undoubtedly iV. 
proved our breed of liorses ; and if the diversion ft- 
boxing was to meet with equal encouragement, nf 
should certainly have a more stout and hardy rani 
of bruisers. It might perhaps become a fashion fi ' 
geiitle^nen, .trhQ wmp fund of ^.iie BBort*-' 
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ipioAB in training, pot theiii id sweatts, diet them 

! ^^Md breed op the knman species with the same care 

* 2^ ^^ ^^ cocks and horses. In course of time this 

^vanch of gaming, like all others, woald doubtless 

^^. reduced to a science ; and Broughton, in imita- 

^Hm of that great genius Hoyle, might oblige the 

l^liblic with a Treatise on the Fist, and calculations 

M)r laying the odds at any match of boxing. 

T. 



N^31. THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 1754. 

NeUf pueri, neu ianta animis asauescile bella, Virg. 

No more ye bloods, encounter with each other, 
But each fine gentleman embrace his brother. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
You must have observed a paragraph in the news- 
papers dated from Dublin, which informs us, * the 
spirit of duelling is now become so common, that 
scarce a day passes without one or more being fought 
in or near that metropolis.* I am very much alarmed 
lest this madness should cross the seas : to say the 
truth, I almost begin to think it necessary, that the 
frequent importation of Irishmen into this kingdom 
should, for some time, be prohibited ; and an em- 
'bargo laid on those ships, that are freighted with 
contraband duellists. It is your duty, Mr. Town, 
at least to do all in your power to prevent the influ- 
ence, which the conduct of these heroic gentleman, 
who cannot suffer their swords to sleep quietly in 
their scabbards, may have on our young fellows : I 
must therefore beg of you to put together a few 
thoaghts on this occasion, and though the subject has 
been often treated before, I cannot but imagine that 
there is sufficient room left for you to expatiate on it. 
It is usual among the bishops, when they find any 



I 
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particular vice prevail, to send orders to the-oh 
of their respective dioceses to preach agaiastit- •} 
like manner it is your duty, as Censor Cenenrf,: tl 
attack the reigniug follies : and it is surely as -e 
for you to throw them into a new light, aa it ii 
the clergy to preach different s 



You will undoubtedly agree with me, that g^ataiq 
is oneof the principal causes of duels, and that mi ' 
a young fellow has owed his death to cards and d 
As the gaming-houses are often filled wit 
lace, and sharpers in embroidery, an honest butra 
adventurer often loses hia temper with his r 
and begins to suspect that the cards are packed, erf 
the dice loaded : and then very wisely risks his lifM 
because he finds it impossible to recover his cMkA 
Upon this account I am never witaesa to deep jdayj 
butit raises very serious reflections in me. Wheail 
have seen a young nobleman offer a large stake, m 
have considered him as setting his life upon a euU 
or (like King Kichard) ' laying it upon a cast, UM 
standing the hazard of the die.' I have even iinH 
gined, that I heard bullets rattle in the dice-hoiX 
and that I saw challenges written upon every caril 
on the table. ' 

The ladies also are frequently the cause of dueU;' 
though it must be owned, in justice to the belttr 
part of the sex, that where one is fought on accousif 
of a modest woman, ten are occasioned by prostH 
tutes. The stout knight-errants, who entertain i 
passion for the faithless Dulcineas of Drury-ian« 
and Co vent-Garden, find frequent opportunities ii 
manifesting their prowess. They not only encouole] 
with bullies and bravoes, but sometimes Toeet witk 
other enamoratos as fond and as mad as themselveft 
I am personally acquainted with two gentlemen dl 
this turn, who held out pistols at each other acroi! 
I bed at one of these ladies' lodgings, and tossed U[ 
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should fire first. The pistol however luckily 
fire, and gave them time to think better of it; 

very amicably shook hands, laid down their 

and went to bed to the lady together. These 
I are not content, it seems, with the conquests 
nly made by the fair, but often pass a more 
sntence on their captives. Their lovers not 
ffer those metaphoncal deaths, which all their 
list endure, but are often really killed in serious 
nd sober sadness. They are not only shot 
1 the heart by an accidental glance of the eyes, 
m have a brace of balls lodged in their heads : 
i not only * stabbed through the liver (as Mer- 
aa it) by the blind bow-boy*s butt-shaft,' but 
ay perhaps be engaged in a duel with a rival 
;h they are run through the body. 
»ieign Count was once challenged by one of 
lot-headed gentlemen ; and I shall conclude 
er by recommending his method to our modem 
ts. Hie place of battle appointed was the 
B house; and when the furious challenger 
D, breathing nothing but revenge, he was sur- 
to find the Count sitting very composedly 
candle and a barrel at his side. * This, sir,' 
e Count, ' is a barrel of gunpowder ; and if 
Huse, we will take our chance, who shall set 
It, you or I.' The gentleman, amazed at so 
"dinary a proposal, made no answer; upon 
the Count lifted a match, and waving it over 
iilfa of the barrel, cried out, * Get out of the 
sir, or I will set fire to the powder this in- 

This abated our challenger's wrath so con- 
iy, that the Count was rid of him in a mo- 
uld he was glad to leave the room without 

laiaction. 1 shall expect something from 

this subject, and am, 

Sir, your humble Servant, 
Ephraim Makepeace. 

1. p 
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t shall not refuse, in compliance with the 
of my correspondeot, to give my animadversion) 
this subject; hut as I am not inclined to meui 
swords on this aaca.aion with any of my predea 
sors or contemporaries, I shall lake a different cdB 
and appear in the cause as an advocate for dueffi 
The vices and follies of the fashionable world ' 
connected with each other, that they almost l-_^ 
regular system ; and the practice of them all !■ 
soTutely necessary to complete the character < 
fine gentleman. A tine gentleman (in the taoi 
sense of the word) is one that whore»i, games, 
wears a sword. Running after loose women it,^, 
deed, in some measure common to this exalted 
of mankind with the vulgar : but to live in bo^ 
to be kept in repair by Rock or Ward by the (| 
ter, to be in a continual course of pill and electui 
and to make abusiness of fornication, is the pecr^ 
privilege of a fine gentleman. Gaming is al^f 
essential requisite to this character, and Is ifll 
capable of itself to create a person a gentleman, 
has no other pretensions to that title. The grH 
scoundrels, provided they were gamesters, nml ' 
ways beeu permitted to associate with pe(^ ' 
fashion ; and perhaps they hold their title to the ' 
company by the same tenure, that the knaves I 
their rank among the Honours in a pack of a 
But the grand distinguishing mark of a tine U 
man is the wearing a sword. Gentility di^pUj >i 
self in a well fancied sword knot, and lionOiB ^ 
sheathed in the scabbard. All who bear f 
a claim to this character ; even our coiumot 
(like the kiiiglits of old) are dubbed GentieM ? 
the shoulder ; with this only difference, thai, Jsi ^ 
of the Bword, tlie ceremony is performed by aB ^ 
musket. 

Upon these and many other weighty coailL 
lions, 1 have resolved not to disturb the tranqoi 



THB CQNNQI88BDR. 169 

lite world, by railing ^ thi^ir darling yices. 
r may endeavour to new cock a hat, to 
stays, or write down tbe short petticoat, at 
lire. Persons of quality will yary fashions 
elves, but will always adhere steadily to 
s. I have besides received several letters 
;eons and younger brothers, desiring me to 
is br as lies in my power the modern way 
id especifdly the practice of duelling. The 
^n their case in the most pathetic terms^ 
re me that if it was not for duels, and the 
rencounters of fine gentlemen with the other 
piTiofession would scarce support them. As 
ang gentlemen, they inveigh bitterly against 
uaf distribution of property by the laws of 
attd.offi^r me very considerable bribes, if 
lOHsetfie cause of duels and debauchery ; 
irbioh jthey scarce have any tolerable chance 
; in for the family estate. 
oiii#where observes, that these differences 
ly happen among men of sense, and he does 
ty great harm, if two worthless fellows send 
r.Qist of the world. I shall therefore hum- 
>se, the more effectually to keep up this 
^ duels may be included in the Licence- 
i^ our other public diversions, with a re- 
dause, taking away all power f^om the jus- 
rohibit these entertainments. I would also 
for the better accommodation of the public, 
bids he erected behind Montague-house, or 
bier convenient place, as there are now at 
and that whenever any two gentleman quar- 
shall insert their challenges in the daily pa- 
r the following manner, in imitation of the 
ipions at Broughton's Amphitheatre. 

in Mac-Duel, having been affronted by 
Flash, hereby challenge him to meet me 

p2 * 
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behind Montague-bouse on the day of I 

lo go through all the exercise of the small Eword] 
to advance, retire, parry, and thrust in carte, tieraM 
and segoon, and to take my life, or lose U| 

John Mac-DiteiI 



I, Richard Flash, who have spitted many 
dastardly fellows on my sword like larks, proli 

to meet John Mac-Duel, and doubt not, by =■ 

him throuf^h the body, to give him gentien 
satiafaction. 

RicHAHD Flash. 

By this scheme the public would have an eff 
tunity of being present at these faahionable UBI 
ments, and might revive that lost species of gaa 
(so much lamented in our last paper) by laying i 
on the issue of the combat. 

It should also be provided, that if either orb 
are killed, the body or bodies be delivered U' 
surgeons to be anatomized, and placed in theB b 
unless the younger brother or nest beir shall g 
them an equivalent, 

It should also be provided by the above-mention 
act, that no person be qualified to tight a duel, in 
is not worth £S00 p«r snn. For as it is unspsd 
man-like to admit dunghill cocks into the pit, ■( 
would render this iuestimable privilege less valtub 
if every mean wretch had a right of being run thnxi 
the body, who could do the public no service by) 
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HURSDAY, SEPTFMPER 6, 1764. 

e nari$ HoR. 

blunt fellow, who, like scented beaux, 
le pulvilio ne'er begrim'd his nose. 

TO MR, TOWN. 

ot whether you yourself are addicted to 
ictice, wbicfa is frequent among all ranks 
thoi||^ detestable even among Sie lowest, 
ce J.mean is that of snuff^taJking : which 
lelp regarding as a national plague, that< 
BP epidemical distemper, has taken hold of 
, jTou. authors may perhaps claim it as 
I, since snuff is supposed' by you to whet 
ton, and evecy one is not -possessed of 
dminable receipt, the ' spirit of brains :* 
ire. me leaye to tell you,= that #nufF should 
e administered in pubiicy than Major's me-> 
mposition at four-pence a pinch, or any 
I of physic, tl know not why people should 
1 to annoy their friends and acquaintance 
ag their noses with a dirty powder, any 
I in using an eye- water, or rubbing their 
a dentritice. 

smgerto this nasty custom was to obsenre 
iry one * drawing out his pouncet box, and 
inon giving it to. his nose,' he would be led 
te, that we were no better than a nation of 
B ; and that every one was obliged to cram 
s-with a quantity of scented dirt to fence 
the disagreeable elfluvia of the rest of the 

Indieed, it might not be absurd in such a 
» imagine, that the person he conversed 

snuft*, for the same reason that another 
IS bis nostrils together between his finger 
», . to exclude an Ul smell, 
istomary- among those polite people, the 

P 3 
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Duteb, to carry with them every where their I 
dingy pipes, and smoke and spit about a room i 
in the presence of ladies. This piece of |i;Dod br 
ing, however ridiculous it may seem, is surely 
more offensive to good manners thau the practM 
SDuff-taking. A very Dutclimau would think it i 
that a people who pretend to politeness, sbonl 
continually snuffing up a parcel of tobacco d 
uor can 1 help laughing, when I see a man e' 
minute stealing uut a dirty muck en dcr, then snea 
it in again, as much ashamed of his pocket compa 
as he would be to carry a dishclout about him. 

It is, indeed, impossible to go into any target 
pany without being disturbed by this abonun 
practice. The church and the playhouse contim 
echo with this music of the nose, and in eveiycc 
you may hear them in concert snuffling, snee; 
hawking, and grunting, like a drove of hogs, 
most pathetic speech in a tragedy has been inten 
ed by the blowing of noses in the front and 
boxes ; and 1 have known a whole congregatim 
denly raised from their knees in the middle 
prayer by the violent coughing of an old lady, 
has been almost choked by a pinch of snuff in 
ing vent to an ejaculation. A celebrated actoi 
spoiled his voice by this absurd treatment ol 
nose, which has made his articulation as dull 
drowsy as the hum of a bagpipe ; and the paisi 
our parish is often forced to break off in the nii 
of a period, to snort behind his white handkerf 

Is it not a wonder, Mr. Town, that snuff, wbi 
certainly an enemy to dress, should yet gain at 
tance among those who have no other merit 
their clothes 1 I am not to be told, that yoiu 
of fashion take snulf only to display a white 1 
perhaps, or the brilliancy of a diamond ring : I 
am confident,that numbers would never have A 
themselves with the use of snuff', had they not 
seduced by the charms of a fashionable box. 
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mn of taste takes his Straabwrg veritable iabae from 
■ right Paris paper box ; and the pretty fellow uses 
n enamelled box lined in the inside with polished 
letal, that by often opening it» he may have the op- 
loitiiiiity of stealing a glance at his own sweet per- 
on, reflected in the lid of it. 

Though I abhor snuff-taking myself, and would 
« soon be smothered in a cloud raised by smoking 
sbacco, as I would willingly suffer the least atom 
C it to tickle my nose, yet I am exposed to many 
lisgutiiig inconveniencies from the use of it by 
Aim*. Dometimes 1 am choked by drawing in with 
ly breath some of the finest particles together with 
hie air; and I am frequently set a sneezing by the 
dorons effluyia arising from the boxes that surround 
KB. But it is not only my sense of smelling that is 
^fended : you will stare when I tell you, that I am 
Breed to taste, and eyen to eat and drink this abo- 
Binable snuff. If I drink tea with a certain lady, I 
{merally perceiye what escapes from her fingers 
vrimming at the top of my cup ; but it is always at- 
ribated to the foulness of the milk or dross of the 
■gar. I neyer dine at a particular friend's house, 
iot I am sure to haye as much rappee as pepper with 
%j tnniips ; nor can I drink my table-beer out of 
■e same mug with him, for fear of coughing from 
ds snuff, if not the liquor going the wrong way. 
(nch eternal snuff-takers as my friend, should, I 
Unk, at meal times, have a screen flapping down 
ryer the nose and mouth, under which £hey might 

E their food, as you may haye seen at the mas- 
s : or at least they should be separated from 
t of the company, and placed by themselyes 
ithe side- table, like the children, 
t This practice of snuff-taking, howeyer inexcusable 
|i .the men, is still more abominable in the other sex. 
Rcataess and cleanliness ought to be always culti- 
(Ued among the women ; but how can any female 
llpear tolerably clean, who so industriously bedaubs 
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herself with snufF? I have with pain observed tht 
snow-white surface of a handkerchief or apron sul- 
lied with the scatterings from the snuff-box; and 
whenever I see a lady thus besmeared with Bcotch 
or Havannah, 1 consider her as no cleanlier Aaa 
the kitchen wench scouring her brasses, and beamed 
with brick-dust and fuller's earth. Housewifely ac- 
compli shments are at present seldom required in a 
well-bred woman : or else I should little expect t< 
lind a wife in the least notable, who keeps np sucb 
a constant correspondence between her fingers and 
nose : nor, indeed, would any one think her han<li 
at all fit to be employed in making a pudding. 

It should be remembered by the younger part of 
your fair readers, Mr. Town, that snuff is an im- 
placable enemy to the complexion, which in time ii 
sure to take a tinge from it : they should therefore 
be as cautious of acquiring a sallow hue from thii 
bane of a fair skin, as of being tanned or freckled 
by exposing their delicate faces lo the scorching 
rays of the sun. Besides, as the nose has been al- 
ways reckoned a principal ornament of the face, 
they should be as careful to preserve the beauty uf 
it OS of any other feature, and not sulTer it to be un- 
dermined or bloated by so pernicious an application 
as snuff-taking. For my own pait, I should as soon 
admire a celebrated toast with no nose at afl, as U 
see it prostituted to so vile a purpose. They shonW 
also consider, that the nose is situated very Beta 
the lips : and what relish can a lover find in tbe 
hoDRy of the latter, if at the same time he is obliged 
to come into close contact with the dirt and rubbiih 
of the former? Rather than snuff-taking should 
prevail among the ladies, T could wish it were the 
fashion for them to wear rings in their noses, like the 
savage nations ; nay, I wonld even carry it still iaf- 
ther, and oblige those pretty females, who covti b« 
still slaves to snuff, to have their nostrils bor^ 
through AS weU as t\t«ii «3.t%, anA. mstead of jewels. 
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bear rolls of pigtail bobbing oyer their upper 

>• 

We. eamiot otherwise account for this fashion 

ong the women, so unnatural to their sex, than 

t they want employment for their hands. It was 

merly no disgrace for a young lady to be seen in 

best company busied with her work : but a girl 
ir-a>days would as soon be surprised in twirling 
ipinning-wheely as in handling a thread paper, 
e fiun. or the snuff-box are now the only imple- 
nts they dare to use in public : yet surely it would 

Vkuch more becoming to haye the n>re-finger 
eked and scarified, with the point of a needle, 
a to see it embrowned with squeezing together a 
by pinch of snuff. 
[C I am. Sir, your humble seryant, &c« 
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At Itc nib wrbe pa$8ide$ foimen mundmm, 

Ei turre ab aUa prwficia menu laurus; 

Piet0mque portas oHosus ad ViUam. 

OluifOvay puUos. poma, caseum, mughtm 

siu hoe vocari debet, an domuslonge 7 Mart. 

A little comitry box you boast, 
So neat, *ti8 coyer'd all with dust ; 
And nought about it to be seen, 
Except a nettle-bed, that's green : 
Yonr Villa ! rural but the name in, 
So desert, it would breed a famine. 
Hither, on Sundays, you repair. 
While heaps of viands load the chair, 
With poultry bought from Leadenhall, 
And cabbage from the hunter's stall. 
Tis not the country, you must own ; 
Tis only London out of town. 

TO. MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
UUiEMBER to haye seen a little French noyel, 
Vgu account of a citizen of Paris making an 
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excursion into the oountry. He imagine tM 
about to undertake a long voyage to some stn 
r^^n, where ihe natires were as different tron 
inhabitants of his own city, aa the most distant 
Cions. Ue accordingiy takes boat, and is lande 
a village about a league from the capital. Wh« 
is set [in shore, he is amazed to find the people 
the same language, wear the same dress, and 
the same customs with himself. He, who had i| 
all Lis life within the sight of PouUNeuf, 1m 
upoD every one who lived out of Paris as aforeigi 
and though the utmost extent of his travels wu 
three miles, he was as much surprised, as he w 
have been to meet with a colony of Frenchntel 
the Terra Incognita. 

Most of our late novds are, with some little vi 
tioii of circumstances, boiTOwed from the Prei 
but if we should endeavour to adapt the nov 
have been speaking of to a citizen of London, 
humour of the whole piece would evaporate, an( 
fiction become unnatural and improbable, A I 
don tradesman is as well acquainted with Turnl 
Green or Kentish-Town, as Fleet-stieet or Ch 
side, and talks as familiarly of Kichmond or Ui 
ton-Court, as of the 'Change or the Custom-he 
In your late paper, on the amusements of Sun 
you have set forth in what maauer our citizeDS 
that day, which most of them devote to the ooai 
but I wish you had been more particular in youi 
Bcriptions of those elegant rural mansions, whii 
once show the opulence and the taste of our pi 
pal merchants, mechanics, and artiticers. 

In these dusty retreats, where the want of Loi 
smoke is supplied by the smoke of Virginia tobo 
our cliief citizens are accustomed to pass the 
and the beginning of every week. Their bwtdi 
Ihey are modestly called) are generally built 
row, to resemble as much as possible the stte< 
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LcmdoB. Those edifices which stand single, «nd at 
a distance from ^ road, haye always a summer- 
house at the end of a small garden ; which being 
erected upon a wall adjoining to the highway, com- 
nuuids a view of eyery carriage, and giyes the owner 
an omortunity of displaying his best wig to eyery 
one that passes by. A little artificial fountain, spoui- 
mg water sometimes to the amazing height of four 
feet, and in which fro^s supply the want of fishes, is 
one of the most exquisite ornaments in these gardens. 
Hieie are besides (if the spot of ground allows suffi- 
cient space for them) yery curious statues of Uarle- 
qnhi» Scaramouch, Pierrot, and Columbine, which 
aerye to remind their wiyes and daughters of what 
they haye seen at th^ play-house. 

1 went last Sunday, in compliance with a most 
pressing inyitation from a friend, to spend the whole 
oay with him at one of these little seats, which he 
had fitted up for his retirement once a week from 
business. It is pleasantly situated about three miles 
from London, on the side of a public road, from 
which it is separated by a dry ditch, oyer which is a 
little bridge, consisting of two narrow planks, leading 
to the. bouse. The hedge on the other side the road 
<nits off all prospect whatsoeyer, except from the 
gairets, from whence indeed you haye a beautiful 
yiata of two men hanging in chains on Kennington 
common, with a distant yiew of St. Paul's cupola 
^nyeloped in a cloud of smoke. I set out on my 
yisit betimiBs in the morning, accompanied by my 
firiend's book-keeper, who was my guide, and carried 
oyer with him the London Eyening Post, his mistress's 
hoop, and a dozen of pipes, which they are afraid to 
|r«st in the chair. When I came to the end of my 
walk, I found, my friend sitting at the door, in a 
black yelyet cap, nnoking his morning pipe. He 
welcomed me into the country; and after haying 
made me obserye t\ke turnpike on my left and the 
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Golden Wheatsheaf on my right, he condtU 
ioto his house, where I was receired by hi 
who made a thousand apologies for being o 
in such a dishabille. 

The hall (for so I was taught to call it) 1 
white wall almost hid by a curious collection df 
and paintinga. On one side was a large j 
Loudon, a plan and elevation of the Mh 
with several lesser views of the public buildl 
balls ; on the other was the Death of the B 
the happy pencil of Mr. Henry Overton, i 
loured : close by the parlour-door, there huiU 
of stag's horns, over which there was laidfl 
red roccelo and an amber-headed cane, 
had declared all this to be mighty pretty,'" 
shown into the parlour, and was presently asH 
who that was over the chimney-piece. 1 pronouBcfl 
it to be a very striking likeness of my friend, wW 
was ilrawn bolt upright in a full-bottomed perriivi|i| 
a laced cravat, with the jringed ends appearM 
through a button-hole, a black livery-gown, a sonff 
coloured velvet coat with gold buttons, a red vdrlt 
waistcoat trimmed with gold, one hand stuck iD llw 
bosom of his shirt, and the other holding out a letter) 

with the superscription— To Mr. ■, CommoB' 

Councilman of Farringdon Ward Without. Myey* 
were then directed to another figure in a scarlet goWB 
who, I was informed, was my friend's wife's gfCfl 
great uncle, and had been sheriff, and knighted '9 
the reign of King James the First. Madam bend 
filled up a pannel on the opposite side, in the bati 
of a shepherdess, smelling to a nosegay, and strbkin 
a ram with gilt horns. i 

I was then invited by my friend to see what U) 
was pleased to call his garden, which was DOllurf 
more than a yard about thirty feet in length, tw 
contained about a dozen little pots, ranged C '' 
side, with lilies and coxcombs, supported'! 
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old laths painted green, with bowls of tobacco-pipes 
OB tkeir tops. At the end of this garden, he made 
me take notice of a little square building surrounded 
with fiUeroy, which, he told me, an alderman of great 
taste had turned into a temple, by erecting some 
batllenients and spires of painted wood on the front 
of it; but concluded with an hint, that I might re- 
tire to it upon occasion. 

After dmner, when my friend had finished his pipe, 
he proposed taking a walk, that we might enjoy a 
little of the country: so I was obliged to trudge along 
the foot-path by the road-side, while my friend went 
piiffing and blowing, with his hat in his hand, and 
ais wig half off his head. At last, I told him it was 
time for me to return home, when he insisted on go- 
ing with me as far as the half-way house to drink a 
■decanter of stingo before we parted. We here fell 
into company with a brother liyeryman of the same 
ward, and I left them both together in a high dispute 
about Canning ; but not before my friend had made 
ne promise to repeat my visit to his country house 
the next Sunday. 

As the riches of a country are visible in the number 
of its inhabitants and the elegance of their dwellings, 
we may venture to say, that the present state of 
England is very flourishing and prosperous ; and if 
the taste for building increases with our opulence, 
for the next century, we shall be able to boast of 
finer country seats belonging to our shopkeepers, 
iurtificers, and other plebeians, than the most pom- 
pous descriptions of Italy or Greece have ever re- 
Jarded. We read, it is Le, of country seats be- 
longing to Pliny, Hortensius, Lucullus, and other 
Romans. They were patricians of great rank and 
fortune ; there can, therefore, be no doubt of the ex- 
^llence of their villas. But who has ever read of 
ja Chinese bridge belonging to an Attic tallow- 
ehandler or a Roman pastry-cook ? or could any -of 
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their shoemakerB or tailors boast a villa with iU til 
cascades, paper statues, and Gothic ruof-Uousefti 
Upon tbe above principles, we may expect tiMt 
posterity will pei'haps see a cheesemonger's ApiaiioM. 
at Brcntt'oril, a poulterer's Tberiotrupliiuui at Clufr: 
wick, and an Ornithon in a fishmonger'^ garden tf 
Putney, 

As a patriot and an Englishman, I cannot but <ri4' 
that each aiiccessive century should increase the vpv 
lence of Great Britain : but I should be sorry that 
this abundance of wealth should induce hut gotd^ 
citizens to turn their thoughts too much upoa itN 
country. At present, we are deprived of ourasili 
eminent tradesmen two days out ol' six. It is truft 
the shopkeeper and the travelling part of Uis fsmilfi 
consisting generally of himsoir, his wile, and histvt 
eldest daughterg, are seldom sufficiently equipped M 
take leave of London, till about three o'clogk V) 
Saturday in the afternoon ; but the whole murningtf ' 
that day is consumed in papering up cold cliickiMhi 
bottling brandy punch, sorting clean shifts, anduighb' 
caps for the children, pinning baskets, and cortUBgl 
trunks ; as again is tbe whole afternoon of tlie Uoft' . 
day following, in unpinning, uncording, lockiarnp 
foul linen, and replacing empty bottles in tbe cellsh 
I am afraid, (Jierefore, if the villas of our fatiUI 
tradesmen should become so very elegant, that IIm 
shopkeepers will scarce ever be visible behind 
counters above once in a month. Yours, & 

^^:== G. K< 

No. 34. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER H>,V}S^. 

Repntiendcre cvner, 

Quagrnvia jEiopii3,qHa iloctiu Rosciia egU, III 

Whene'er fce bellowa, who but snillesat Quin, 
And litughs nhea Gurrick skips like Harkqilia ! 
1h EC Freiicb have distiBgaished the artiiice» 0» 
Use of on the stage to deceive the aitdieuce, by I 
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m of jeu de theatre^ which we may tnwslate 
gle of the theatre.' When these little arts 
dsed merely to assist nature, and set her off 
st adTantage, none can be so critically nice 
ject to them ; but when tragedy by these 
lifted into rant, and comedy distorted into 
y, though the deceit may succeed with the 
i, men of sense will always be offended at it. 
duct, whether of the poet or the player, re^ 
n some sort the poor contriTance of the an* 
^ho mounted their heroes upon stilts, and 
1 the manners of their charaeters by the gro* 
pires of their masks. 

playhouses are now opened, I cannot better 
I the remarks which I may sometimes take 
to make on the theatrical world, than by 
together a few reflections on this ' juggU 
aatre ;' which, at present, I shall consider 
I it relates to the actors* And I hope to 
thanks of those gentlemen who, while they 
tons to acquire new beauties, should at the 
e endearour to unlearn their faults and im-> 

DS. 

3 indebted to the present times for a judicious 
6n of the stage in point of acting ; and (by- 
I could wish, that the same good conse* 
lad been produced with respect to our poets. 
eot tragedy may be considered as the most 
prodaction of human wit, the same thing 
1 in proportion with respect to an exact re- 
ion of it : for if it is necessary for the writer 
p his imagination to such a pitch as to fancy 
n the circumstances of the character he 
rhat less must the actor do, who must look 
rson represented would look, speak as he 
eak, and be in every point the very man ? 
fation of players that immediately preceded 
mt, prided themselyes on what they called 

Q*2 
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fine spealtiDg : the emotions of the soul 
regiarded I'oi a distinct delivery ; and with 
Mr. Johnson bas observed of some tragi) 

DeclamntioDS roai^d, nbile passion slept. 

And, indeed, to this uninteresting taste for 
may partly attribute that enervate way of i 
fbuch in Togue among the Frenchified play-1 
of those times; since nothing could besowdlr 
to the mouths of those actors, as golden lineal 
periods, florid descriptions, and t " 
plification of sentiment. 

The false majesty, with which 
the stage had been used to express themseli 
for a long time as disdnguished a mark of 
as the plumed hat and full-bottomed perrii 
we may remember, for example, when evei 
Othello (a character remarkable for variety 
sioRs) was drawn out in the same pompous 
But as I mean to promote the art, radier 
prove the artists, I shall dwell on thisnoi 
for methinks I hear a veteran performer 
to me in the voice of honest Jack Falstaff, 
of that, if thou Invest me, Hal." 

It is sutiicient to remark that, as the digni 
buskin would be degraded by talking ' 
low and familiar, the manner of elocution 
gedy should not, on the other hand, be moi 
from our natural way of einpressing ourseh __, 
blank verse (which is the only proper measure fol 
tragedy) is from prose. Our present set of acUi* 
have, in general, discarded the dead insipid ponp 
applauded in their predecessors, and have wi>^ 
endeavoured to join with the poet iu exciting p^ 
and terror. But as many writers have mistakes rult 
fur passion, and fustian for sublime, so our playOT 
have perhaps too much given into unnatural slartngl) 
roariDgs, and whinings. For this reason our oH 



I 

9l4. the connoisseur. 173 

^niters (to accommodate their piecae to the. present 
taste) liaviDg placed their chief pathos in esclama~ 
tions and broken sentences, have endeavoured to 
alarm us with Ahs and Ohs, and pierce our suula 
with interjections. Upon the whole, it must be ac- 
knowledged, that the stage is considerably improved 
in the art of speaking. Every passion is now dis- 
tinguished by its proper tone of voice : I shall there- 
Core only add, that when 1 hear a player laboriously 
jtlacing an unnatural stress upon particular words, 
and panting with emphasis, I cannot help comparing 
him to the paviour, who at every thump of his ram- 
mer cries hem. 

I have observed, that the tragedians of the last age 
studied line speaking; in consequence of which, all 
tbeir action consisted in little more than strutting 
with one leg before the other, and waving one or both 
anus in a continual see-saw. Our present actors 
have perhaps run into a contrary extreme : their ges- 
tures sometimes resemble those afflicted with St, 
Vitus's Dance; their whole frame appears to be 
convulsed : and I have seen a player in the last act 
so miserably distressed, that a deaf spectator would 
be apt to imagine be was complaining of the cholic 
or the tooth-ach. This has also given rise to that 
unnatural custom of tlirowing the body into various 
strange attitudes. There is not a passion necessary 
to be expressed, but has produced dispositions of 
the limbs not to be found in any of the paintings or 
flcuiptures of the best masters. A graceful gesture 
and easy deportment is, indeed, worthy the care of 
every performer : but when I observe him writhing 
his body into more unnatural contortions than a tum- 
bler at Sadler's Wells, I cannot help being disgusted 
to see him 'imitate humanity so abomiuably.' Our 
pantomime authors have already begun to reduce our 
uomedies into grotesijue scenes ; and if this taste for 
attitude should continue to be popular, 1 would rC' 
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commend it to those iugenious geottemeii, to adsftw' 
our best tragedies to tbe same use, and entertBin ml' 
with the like jealousy of Othello in dumb show, otl 
the tricks of Harlequin Hamlet. 1 

Before 1 dismiss this article, it may be espcctedj 
i that 1 should say something concerning the behaTionr 
proper for our ladies. We must allow them on lU , 
occasions to roll the eye, stretch up the neck, heave - 
the chest, and with a thousand little tricks set off 
their person, if not their part, to the most advantm. 
The pomp of the old stage has not yet been altogeUiet 
reformed, either with respect to our heroines or oat 
heroes. A weeping princess (though, perhaps, she it 
hurried on the stage with grief and despair) canoot 
decently make the entrance without being led it 
between two mourning damsels in black ; and U 
heroine must always be accompanied by one or more . 
pages, to smooth her train when ruffled by passioDi 
The hero now seldom sweats beneath the weight of ' 
a nodding plume of swan feathers, or has his faM . 
half hid with an enormous bush of white horse-bur: I 
juld also wish (if possible) that the manager WM 1 



; velvet for the trains of bis Amazons ; and that 
I chambermaids (as well as the militia of the theatreg) 
were dismissed, and the pages, together wiA tin 
dirty lords in waiting, blotted out of the mute Dra- 
matis Persona;. 

The mention of these particulars naturally rembdi 
me, how far the juggle of the theatre is concerned 
in the affair of diese. Many will agree with mt, 
that almost the only distress of the last act in the Fair 
Penitent arises from the pitiful appearance of CaUsta 
in weeds, with every thing hung in black buM 
about her; and the players are afraid we should loM 
sight of Hamlet's pretended madness, if the hlulc 
stocking, discovering a white one underneath, «m 
not foiled half way down the leg. A propnety '* 
L dress is absolutely necessary to keep up the general de- 
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leption ; and a performer properly habited,, who by 
lis whole deportment enters deeply into the circum- 
itancea of the character he represents, makes us for 
I while fancy every thing before us real ; but when 
If some ill-judged piece of art, he departs from the 
BBplicity of imitation, and ' oversteps the modesty 
»f nature,' he calls us back to the theatre, andex- 
atespassicHis very different from those he aims at. 

I cannot better illustrate what has been said on 
Us last subject, than by giving instances of two ar- 
ifices of this kind; one of which is employed (as I 
onceive) to raise pity, and the other terror. 

When the Romeo of Drury-Lane comes to die at 
liliet's monument, we are surprised to see him enter 
I a suit of black. This, I suppose, is intended as 

stroke of the pathetic ; but, not to dwell on the 
Dverty of the artifice, it is in this place a manifest 
iolation of the poet's meaning. Romeo is supposed 
» come post from Mantua — ' Get me post horses, I 
ill hence to-night* — so that if our Roscius must be 
} very exact in dressing the character, he should 
>pear at the tomb in a riding frock and boots. But 
mourning coat will excite pity, ' and let the devil 
ear black,' (says our Hamlet-Romeo,) ' for I'll 
ive a suit of sable's.' — ^The same player, after 
kving acted that noble scene in the second act of 
'acbeth, in so fine a manner, that one would al- 
ost imagine both the poet and the player must have 
>6n murderers to represent one so well, goes out 
execute the supposed murder. After a short space 

returns as from the fact ; but though the expres- 
m in his face is still remarki^bly excellent, one 
nnot but smile to observe, that he has been em- 
)ying himself behind the scenes in putting his wig 
Ty, .and untying one of the ties to it. This doubt- 
'8 is designed to raise terror ; but to every di;s- 
*niQg spectator it must appear most absurdly ridi- 
loQs : for who can forbear laughing, when he finds 
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tliiit the pUyer would have us imagine, that tbe« 
deed, which has thrown all that horror and coiifw 

D his countenance, has also untwisted one etA 
tails of bis peiriwig ? 

N" 35. THURSDAY, SEPTKMBER 20, list l 



Faoindi calicea qaem mmfecere dhcrtumS 
The rool gucks wisdom, as he porter snps. 
And Gublers groiv line speakers in their Eups, 

As I am willing to do every thing in my power l(> 
celebrate so illustrious a body as the Robin Hoo^ 
Society, 1 have taken the first opportunity of IayiD| 
the following letter before the public. 



Sir, 



TO MR. TOWN, 



That part of your last paper, in which you «ofl- 
sidered the art of speaking as far as it regards tbet- 
triual performances, gives ms reason to hope, thU 
you will not overlook the merits of the Robin HotII 
Society, where that art is practised in it^ greoUll 
perfection. You wilt do well to recommend H ID 
the (gentlemen of the theatre to attend those weeldf 
meetings for their improvement as soon as poB«ilt4s% 
and I dare say you will join with me in giving tte 
same advice to the younger part of our elergyMll 
our lawyers, a^ well as our members of parliaaKoi 
The stage, the pulpit, the bar,'^and the seitate-'boult 
cannot furnish us with such glorious exam ptes «f ttfe 
power of oratory, as are to be met with in thiS'W' 
ciety: where the most important quest) oBs inflMlf 
branch of knowledge are discussed, and where W 
dispatauts are all of them equally versed in religiai 
law, politics, and the drama. 

The institution of this school of eloqjiencc far ex- 
ceeds any thing thatthe ancients could boast. Ev«n[ 
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ict, that was "known among the Grecians iand Ro- 
KDSy has its Yotaries here also. I haye seen a 
lilor a Stoic, a shoemaker a Platonist, and a cook 
n Epicurean. They affect to entertain a profound 
veneration for Socrates, often preferring him to any 
4 the . apostles : though instead of declaring with 
iius wise philosopher, that they know nothing, the 
ttemhers of the Rohin Hood Society profess to know 
c?ery thing. 

For my owa part, I confess myself so charmed 
with their proceedings, that I constantly attend 
4hem : .and when I see all their members assembled 
.vith each his pewter mug before him, I cannot help 
fiseferring this social meeting to any ancient sympo- 
num whatever : and when 1 further obsenre them 
first take a swig, and then speak with such amazing 
force of argument, I am apt to conclude that truth, 
instead of being hid in a well, as was said by an old 
philos9pher, must lie at the bottom of a tankard of 
porter. 

There is no grace or excellence in oratory, but is 
lisplayed in the Robin Hood Society to the greatest 
idvantage. Demosthenes being asked what was the 
Erst quality in an orator, replied — action ; what the 
•ecoDd, — action ; what the third-— action. Upon 
Ids principle one of the members, for whom I have 
i yast respect, is the greatest orator that ever lived. 
Be mever troubles himself about the order or sub- 
itaneeof. what he delivers, but waves his hand, tosses 
Ills head, abounds in several new and beautiful ges- 
nres, and from the beginning of his speech to the 
Hid of it, takes no care but to set it off with action. 
Fully tells us, that it is the business of an orator ' to 
Mrove, delight, and convince.* Proof and conviction 
nir Society is always sure to give us : for else how 
^ould it ever come to pass, that so many young men 
ihould have learned from these disquisitions, that 
here is no God^ that the soul is mortal, that religion 
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is ft jeat, and many other truths, which thflj/'t 
otherwise never have discovered. Thenatureol 
questions is also for the mnst part ao entertai 
that the disputes about them caonot fail of gim 
light : and there is a peculiarity in the orator]' 
place, which greatly condoceB to that etti, 
speakers do not always think themselveB oblig< 
drive in the dull direct road to the point, but ind 
themselves in a larger scope, that allows rWn 
novelty and entertainment. When the questJoB 
been concerning the veracity of the Bible, I I 
known a gentleman get up, and beginning with 1 
liam the Con<|uer07, give the audience an sbtl 
of as many reigns, as his five minutes would il 
him to dispatch. I lately remember the queslid 
hare been, ' Whether a bridge from Black Fiiu 
S on thwnrk would be of public benefit;' when! 
cetious gentleman employed himself in deroonstn 
the great utility of the bridge of the nose tutd 
bridge of a fiddle. In a word, our orators art 
once serious ond comical ; and they make gn 
and mirth almost constantly attend each other, 
their own Robin Hood and Little John. The mU 
and at the same time the smartness of their speed 
are equally remarkable. They pun with a gravel 
and make quibbles and conundrumG with theur 
philosopher. The writings of different authors I 
been compared to wines; but the orations defin 
here can be resembled to nothing so properly as 
liquors of the Society ; for while they are at osc 
weighty and so sharp, they seem to be an n 
mixture of porter and lemonade. 

It would be endless to enumerate the advantt 
resulting from this society : the wonderful impn 
ment it has already made in our mechanics is i 
evident: it calls off our tradesman from the prad 
of honesty in their common dealings, and aeu^ 
upon inquiries concerning right and wrong-^^"^ 
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1 fitness of things. The Spectator haa told us 
of the rhetoric of a toyman: but you, Mr. Town, 
■sight acquaint posterity of the eloqueuce of bakers, 
barbers, carpenters, andbUckBraiths; you may every 
day hear discourses on religion from the shopboard, 
amd researches into philosophy from behind the coun- 
ter. When you took notice of the want of iearning 
U ourpeople of quality, you ought injustice to have 
acknowledged the amazing erudition of our trades- 
- nen. The plebians of Rome were mere brutes to 
CHIT common people ; and I am of opinion, that the 
|HAlic roon) under that in which this weekly meeting 
IS held, instead of being furnished with the busts oc | 
our English poets, should be adorned with the heads 
of Ui£ learned shoemakers, tallow-chandlers, baker 
^c. ^at constitute this excellent society. 

We may venture to say, that the Royal Society I 
Ud the Robin Hood are the two greatest ornameuti 
of this nation : and as the former now and then gtvas J 
us an account of their transactions, it were to 
wished, that the fellows of the latter would also troia 
time to time oblige us with an history of their pror | 
ceedings. We should then see by what means so ' 
many proselytes hare been made from bigotry and 
superstition ; by what degrees a young disputant from 
a raw Christian ripens into a Deist, from a Deist into 
a Freethinker, and from a Freethinker, (by a veiy 
short step) into an Atheist. We should also know 
the effect, that t^ disputations at this weekly meet- 
ing have upon our lives and conversations : and froan 
th«Bce judge how much a design of this nature de- 
serves public encouragement. I have here flung 
together a short account of some of the former mem- 
bers, and upon a review of it cannot but lament, that 
it aeems to be the peculiar fate of great orators, such ; 
as JJemosthcnes and Tully for example, to come to 
-wii. yphappy end, I 



hichia I 



180 THE CONNOISSEUR. 

from Christianity by the arguments which 
brought against Revelation. 

Aaron Ben Saddai was conyerted from the Jewii 
Taith by the arguments brought against Moses ul 
the Patriarchs. 

Will Positive was a strong Fatalist, and at 
same time a vehement advocate for man's free-«^ 
At last he gave a proof of bis free agency bysboMiif ■ 
himself through the head. ^ 

Jack Wildfire was convinced of the innocennn 
fornication, usedtodeclaim against the absurd instiOK 
tion of matrimony, and at twenty-six died a bachekV 
in the Lock Hospital. 

Solomon Square stood up for the religion of o 
ture, and the immutable rule of right and wrong, 
preference to the laws of tlie community. Hawevtfi 
he was unfortunately detected in an attempt to caOf 
off a silver tankard from the bar of the house, aM 
was aent to propagate morality in foreign parts. 

Bob Booty was a strict Hobbian, and maintWBi 
that men were in a natural state of war with el 
other. He at last died a martyr to these princi^ 
and now hangs on a gibbet on Hounslow Uealh. 
John Dismal, after having argued one night a^UI 
the being of a God, and the immortality of the 
went home, and was found the nest morning ' 

Thomas Bioadcloth, Citizen and Mercer 
very much admired for his speeches upon 
After he had been in business tor two years, 
came bankrupt, and was indicted for felony to tj 
creting Lis effects. 

Richard Goosequill, attorney at law, was remadl 
able for his patriotism and the love of hia counlfl 
He was convicted of bribery and corruption in a lu 
election, in which he was employed as an agent. 

Jeremy Crispin, Cnrdwainer, used constantlf-l 
nttend ^e club for edification, though he was font 
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k 

'ftom time to time to pawn his own and his wife's. 
. Rothes to raise the weekly sixpence for his admit- 
^kiice. In the space of three years he had been a 
^^^EHtpist, a Quaker, an Anabaptist, a Jew, an Arian, 

^Socinian, a Mahometan, a Methodist, a Deist,^and 
.^ Atheist. His wife and four children have been 
"nnt to the work-house. He is at present confined 

Ji Bedlam, and calls himself the President of the 

£obiii Hood Society. 1 am, Sir, 

'• O* Your humble Servant, &c. 



N°36. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1754. 

Non He incerto mutanturflamine Syrtes, 

Nee folia Hybemojam tremefacta Noto, Propert.. 

Our dress, still yarying, nor to fonns confin'd, 
Shifts like the sands, the sport of ev'ry wind. 

I HAVE somewhere seen a print, representing a man 
iind woman of every nation of the world, drest ac* 
:€ordiQg to the mode of their respective countries. I 
leovld not help reflecting at the time that the fashions, 
; which prevail in England for the space of a century,, 
would enable any of our painters to fill a picture with 
it great a variety of habits ; and that an Englishman 
iHf Englishwoman, in one part of the piece, would 
k no more like an Englishman or Englishwoman 
tt the other, than a Frenchman resembles a Chinese. 
Very extraordinary revolutions have already hap- 
pened in the habits of this kingdom ; and as dress 
K subject to unaccountable changes, posterity may 
perhaps see without surprise our ladies strut about in 
oreeches, while our men waddle in hoop petticoats. 

In the days of Queen Elizabeth, it was the fashion 
for the ladies to conceal and wrap up as much of 
their bodies as they could : Their necks were en- 
eompassed with a broad rufi^, which likewise, spread 
iilelf fjver their bosoms : and their sleeves were con- 
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tinned down and fastened close to their wrista^iri 
only their feet were allowed just to peep dna 
iieath the modest foidingale; bo that noUiingi 
exposed to the impertinent eye of man but ill 
faces. Our modern ladies have run into the c 
trary extreme, and appear like bo many Bo 
dancers : They have discarded as much of tt 
clothes as with any tolerable decency can be Ibra 
off, and may be said (like tbe Indian) to be all hi 
the neck and bosom are laid bare, and diseatang 
from the invidious vail of an handkerchief; Uie >li 
are sunk half way down their waist, and the ft 
coat has risen in the same proportion from the uu 
Nor is the lover only captivated by the naked cinii 
which meet his sight before; but our ladieB> like 
Parthians, have also learned the art of wound 
from behind, and attract our attention no lets 
laying their shoulders open to the view ; «1 
(as a young physician of my acijuaiutance once 
served) makes them look, as if tliey were piepi 
to receive a blister. A naked lady is no looget 
admiration only of a masquerade : every pablic 
sembly will furnish us with Iphigentss undiest 
the sacrifice ; and if the next summer should hi] 
to be a hot one, our ladies will perhaps improT 
the thin vesture of the Spartan virgins, and 
pear abroad in nothing but a gause shade and I 
petticoat. If the men should take the hint iroa 
other sex, and begin to strip in their turn, 1 tidi 
to think what may be the consequence; for, if 
go on ill proportion with the women, we may 
expect to see our line gentlemen, like Ibe E 
landers, without breeches. 

It would be endless to trace the strange re' 
tions, that have happened in every part of tt 
male dress, within these few years. Tbe hoo] 
been known to expand and contract itself -Am 
si;!e of a butter churn to the circumfereagMfi 
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sheads: at one time it was sloped from the waist 
I pyramidical form; at another it was bent up- 
rds tike an inyerted bow, by which the two angles » 
on squeezed up on each sides» came in contact 
h the ears. At preisent it is nearly of an o?al 
n, and scarce measures from end to end above 
oe the length of the wearer. The hoop has, in- 
id, lost mnch of its credit in the female world, 
I has suffered much from the innoyation of short 
iks and negligees; which, it must be confessed, 

a laUy 'becoming of the lady of pleasure and 
y ot quality : for as the men will agree, that 
ctto'no clothes at all nothing is more ravishing 
n an easy dishabille, our ladies for that reason 
bips come into public places, asif they were just 
^'out of bed, or as if they were ready to go into 
This, while it is the fashion, must be agreeablo: 
i I must own, tlnit I could sooner approve of their 
birclittg themselves in so many ells of whalebone^ 
la to see them affect to appear with their clothes 
ddled-icm so loosely and indecently. This manner 
dressing, or rather not dressing, was brought from 
iris ; but I would have my fair readers consider. 
It as this loose method of dress is calculated to 
b any defects in the body, it is very impolitic to 
tet all that symmetry and elegant turn of shape 
ijare mistresses of, to be smothered under it; 
htte these habits can be of no more service to their 
ISotts, than paint (that other Paris commodity) 
k add to the natural red and white of their com- 
ttiOB, though perhaps it may heighten the sallow 
liges of the French. 

But of all the branches of female dress, no one 
I undergone more alterations than that of the 
uL The long lappets, the horse-shoe-cap,, the 
assels head, and the prudish mob pinned under 
chin, have all of them had their day. The 
sent mode has rooted out all these superfluous 
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excreBcences, and in die room of a s! , 
iir liice, has (ilanted a whimsical sprig of Bpugl 
or artificial flowerets. We may remember w* 
for a white, the hair was tortured into ringleUb 
hind; at present, it is braided into a queiie (iil 
those formerly worn by the men, and still retaial 
the original name of Hamilles), which, if itwereil 
reverted upwards, would make ua imagine, thUM 
fine ladies were afflicted with the plica poloniu. 

If the caps have passed through many metuM 
phoses, no less a change has been brought aboull 
the other coverings contrived for the head, ll" 
diminutive high-crowned hat, the bonnet, the liin 
and the milkmaid's chip hat, were rescued for a IH 
from old women and servant girls, to adorn headi^ 
the first fashion. Nor was the method of coctt 
haU less fluctuating, till they were at length utth 
to the present mode ; by which it is ordered, S 
every hat, whether of straw or silk, whether Ott| 
chambermaid or mistress, must have their fli 
turned up perpendicularly both before and brail 
If the end of a lady's dress was not rather DrnBdi 
tal than useful, we shonid think it a little odd, ikl 
hats, which seem naturally intended to screen I' 
faces from the heat or severity of the veiw 
should be moulded into a shape that preveaUlM 
answering either of these purposes: but wen* 
indeed, allow it to be highly ornamental, as tbejl 
sent hats worn by the women are more bold M 
impudent than the broad brimmed staring Ken) 
hullera worn a few years ago by the men. t" 
hats are also decorated with two waving pcdM 
of ribbon, banging down from the brim on t]»l 
side. I am not so much oftended at the flaming' 
which these streamers carry witli thorn, as tl 
afraid lest it should spoil the charming eyes o( I 
pretty countrywomen, which are constantly f 
voked to cast a. glance at tbeiu ; and I have niyM 
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I observed an obliging ogle or ravishing leer in- 
pied by these mediums ; so that, when a lady 
intended to charm her lover, she has shocked 
9irith an hideous squint. 

le ladies have long been severely rallied on their 
Teat attention to finery : but, to own the truth, 
( seems at present to be as much the study of 
lale part of the world as the female. We have 
emen, who ' will lie a whole night (as Benedick 
I carving the fashion of a new doublet.' They 
their toilettes, too, as well as the ladies, set 
^th washes, perfumes, and cosmetics ; and will 
1 the whole morning in scenting their linen, 
ing their hair, and arching their eyebrows. 
- heads (as well as the ladies) have undergone 
us mutations, and have worn as many different 

of wigs, as the block at their barber^s. About 
j^ears ago, they buried their heads in a bush of 
and the beaux (as Swift says) * lay hid beneath 
snthouse of a full bottomed perriwig.' But as 
then showed nothing but the nose, mouth, and 
the fine gentlemen of our time not only oblige 
th their full faces, but have drawn back the 
iurls quite to the tip of the ear. 

France appears to be the wardrobe of the 
, I shall conclude my paper with a piece of 
: history, which gives us some insight into the 

of deriving all our fashions from thence. — 
elebrated Lord Foppington, among his other 
rs, had once an intrigue with a milliner of Co- 
jrarden, who, after some time, brought a lovely 
ito the world, and called her after his Lord- 
surname, Fashion. The milliner brought up the 
in her own house to the age of fifteen, at which 
he grew very pressing with Lord Foppirigton 
ke some provision for his daughter. My lord, 
ras never much pleased with this consequence 
amours, that he might be rid of the girl for 
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ever, put her into the hands of a frieud, 
guing abroad, to place her Id a nunnery : but tbA 
girl, who had very little of the vestal in bet di^W- 
sitioii, contrived to escape from ber conductor, aid 
flew to Paris. There her beauty and spri^^itlintU 
soon procured her many friends; and she opened) 
genteel shop in her mother s business. Hae seoi 
made beraelf remarkable for contriving the moat 
elegant head-dresses, and cutting out ruffles wiA 
the most ravishing slope : ber iaucy was, beaidMi 
so inexhaustible, that she almost every day pM^ 
duced a great variety of new and beautiful pattuiiii 
She had many adorers, and at last married his M06I 
Christian Majesty's tailor. This alliance brongtl 
the dress of all Paris under their jurisdiction; att 
the yuung lady, out of a natural love to her natni 
country, proposed the extending their care to tb 
fine genttemen and ladies of London, In pal 
suauce of this. Monsieur, her husband, two ortlM 
times in the year, transmits a suit of clotliea entirtlj 
a la Pariit, as a pattern to Messieurs Hegnier am 
Lynch, of Leicester fields and Pall Mail, while bi 
wife sends over little a wooden Mademoiaelle to Iw 
relations in Tavistock Street. T. 
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^ NDKNT writes to me, that after hariij 

consii^ered the art of speaking in tlie theatre, aa iW 
celebrated the practice of it in the Itubin HmJ 
Society, my remarks will not be complete, 1 
take notice uf tlie extraordinary ulocjueiu 
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e Market Orator. He desires me to remember, 
this universal genius has, from time to time, de^ 
id from his rostrum with a thundering elocution, 
Jiat there is but one orator in the world, and He 
le the man — that Sir Robert Walpole, and all 
;reat men in the kingdom, haye been his scholars 
id that bishops have come to his oratory to learn 
reach.' 

haye,^ indeed, observed with a good deal of con- 
, that the orator has of late discontinued to 
^e the public with his Sunday evening lectures 
sualr Instead of seeing .his Oratory Chapel 
up, I was in hcfpes that every parish-church 
e kingdom would be opened on the same pnn- 
is,- How much more salutary were his tenets, 
og forth the sufficiency of reason, than the cold 
rine of our clergy preaching up the necessity of 
? how superior was his form of prayer to our 
le liturgy, and how much better adapted to par- 
ar occasions ! — ' A Prayer for a sinking bridge ! 
rayer for the White Hose ! — Prayer for Jack- 
s Journal I — Prayer for the heads on Temple 
!'— -In these pious addresses he would first 
ke the Supreme Being in the most solemn man- 
; then suddenly slide into the familiar, and pray, 
that we might not hear the croaking of Dutch 
itingales in the king's chambers ;' — or on another 
ision, ' that our clergy might not study Shak- 
ire more than the gospel, and that they might be 
er employed on the evangelists, than As you 
3 it, oir Much ado about nothing.' 
cannot but likewise lament the loss of the enter- 
ment which his advertisements used to give us 
ry Saturday in the newspapers. The terms in 
ch they were commonly expressed were clear 
elegant, and furnished the reader with an admir- 
i idea of the Doctor's manner from the pulpit, 
instance, when he told you his text was from 
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Isaiah, and quoted these words — ' Strt? 1 

iHnrr! Down with the Srap I' — we might fci^ 
a tolerable Judgment ol' the great feyerence be hr 
the Bible; and when he called his Assembly— 'm 
Oratory — P. CharleH's Chapel'— we miglit peHS 
Ms loyalty and patriotisni. These were the ftdnM 
tages which we derived from his Chapel ; and if m 
Oratory remains shut, I shall beg'm to fear, AH 
things will continue in their present ahockiag stetW 
and that the scheme lately proposed in one of m 
papers for abolishing Christianity will not take efib^ 
at which I am more particularly concerned, m It 
will- hinder the advancement of this great nuutlj 
For, if such a reTolution should happen in itM!' 
church, the orator's principles would be found M 
entirely fundamental, that he would probably tba,' 
hold some honourable station equal to our preseDtj 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The public, for these reasons, will doubtless jril 
with me in a petition, that this illustrioas dirld 
would again resume his Ktation in the pulpit: i 
it T could wish, that some able theologist, «fll 
has been long practised in deciding on the moat itt 
struse points of religion in tlie Robin Hood SodelJ 
may be ileputed, in the absence of the orator, t 
ufliciate as his curate: I would also recommendi 
to the members of the above-mentioned SocieQt 
to attend these lectures regularly ; from whelS 
they may gather stronger argumenls-for IheSr diij* 
tations, than from reading Collins, Chubb, TindaM 
Bohngbroke, or any other orthodox Free-lhioM 
whatever. Upon the whole, I cannot conduib 
without observiug, that such is the ingratitude of* 
age, that the aiti^ular merits of our orator ue rf 
sufficiently regarded. He is, indee<l, desem^ 
caressed by the butchers of Clare Market: bull) 
our orator been bom at Athens or Kome, be wo^ 
certainly have been deified as the God of batcben 
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MMre been worshipped like Osiris under the figure of 

SiCftlf) or have had a statue erected to him in the 
brum or Market-place, among the shambles. 
*%. Xhus much I thought myself bound to say in 
Vjpraise of the orator and oratory, as he has some time 
done me the honour of a letter, which I am very 
lad of this opportunity to communicate to my rea- 
iers. The private epistles of TuUy are very une- 

2ual to his orations : but the following letter is in 
le very style and spirit of our orator's animated 
discourses n-om the pulpit. I shall therefore pre- 
sent it to the public exactly as I received it, without 
presuming to alter or suppress the least syllyable. 

TO MR. BALDWIN AND TO MR. TOWN. 

1754, July 26. 
The liberty of the press, as you practise it, and 
your author, Mr. Town (i. e., Mr. Nobody, for he 
dares not publish his name and abode, nor confront 
one he abuses) is the greatest of grievances; it is 
the liberty of lying and slandering, and destroying 
reputations to make your paper sell ; reputation is 
dearer than life, and your scribbler's blood shall 

answer your scandal : You have published the 

Scoundrel's Dictionary, put his name and your 
own into it ; he and you have often bespattered the 

orator and oratory in Clare Market the oratory 

is not in Clare Market, which is in a difierent pa- 
rish; so that you and he lye:* and butchers are 

[seidqm blotted out] never there ; You both lye, 

too, in saying that it is calculated (intended) for 

• This reminds me of a similar defence made by Ward the 
doggrel- writer, whose genius for poetry was exactly of apiece 
with that of our orator for prose compositions. Jacob, in his 
account of Ward, happened 'to say, that ^ of late years he had 
kept a public-house in the city.' This Mr. Ward highly re- 
sented ; and in a book called Apollo's Maggot, declared it to 
be a Lye, protesting < that his public-house was not in the city, 
bmt m Moor-Fields.' 



]M THE CONNOIBSEUR. 

atheism and inliilelity. Its religion ii 

' obligation of man to resemble the attribute 
God to his power, by tbe practice of universal ' 
reasDD ; believing Christianity of Christ called re 
the wisdom of Uud. — This is tbe reverse of 

and infidelity and blasphemy.' 

The writer of the following, who signa bints 
Member of the Robin Hood Society, threstem 
that in case I do not print his letter immedis 
the question, * whether Mr. Town be a greater 
or a scoundrel,' shall be debated at their 
meeting. 

TO MB. TOWN. 

Sir, 

I would have you to know, that the persi 
sent you the account of our Club did not do 
He represents us all as a pack of tradesmen ant 
chaniga, and would have you think as how ther 
no gentlemen among us. But that is not the i 
I am a gentleman, and we have a great many 
ping people besides. Though Mr. President i 
a baker, and we have a shoemaker, and some 
handicraftsmen, that come to talk : yet I can ai 
you they know as much of religion and the goc 
their country (and other such matters) as any o 
gentlemen. But, as I said, we have a good I 
topping folks beside myself: for there is not a I 
but we have several young lawyers, and counsel 
and doctors, and surgeons, and captains, and p 
and players, and a great many Irishmen and 8ci 
men (very fine speakers) who follow no busit 
besides several foreigners, who are all of them { 
men in their own country. And we have one sq 
who lives at t'other end of the town, and ali 
comes in his chariot. 

And so, as 1 sgid, we have a good many lij 
people, as can talk as well as auy of your p^y. 
or parsons : and as for my part every bi 
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^t I am a lord's ^ntleman, and never was the man 
Bit wore a livery in my life. I have been of the 
Bub more or less, off and on, for these six years, 

K never let a question pass me, Mr. President 
ws it : and though I say it that should not say 
Itt, X can talk (and so can any of our Club) as well 
iH the best of you poets can write. And so as I 
^■id, I expect you will put it in your paper, that we 
lave a great many gentlemen in our club besides 
Vyself. X our humble servant, 

T. James Wait. 



N^ 38. THtTRSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1754. 



Equos tU qui mercantur, Hor« 

To have and hold for better and for worse, 
We buy a wife, just as we bpy a horse. 

At a certain coffee-house, near the Temple, the bar 
is kept by a pretty coquet ; a piece of furniture al- 
most as necessary for a coffee-room in that situation 
as the newspapers. This lady, you may be sure, has 
many admirers, who are now and then glad of an 
opportunity to relieve themselves from the severe 
study of the law by a soft conversation with this fair 
one, and repeating on the occasion all the tender 
things they can remember from plays, or whatever 
else Orgeate or Capillaire can inspire. Among the 
many pretenders to her favour there is one faithful 
{(wain> who has long entertained a serious passion 
for her. This tender hearted gentleman, who is 
gnywn so lean with living upon love, that one would 
imagine ' the blasts of January would blow him 
through and through,' comes every evening, and sits 
whole hours by the bar, gazing at his mistress, and 
taking in large draughts of love and hyson tea. 
l^ever-.was swain in such cruel circumstances. He 
is foTC^ to bear with patience all the haughty inso- 
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lence of the goddess of bread and butter; wh 
ehe knows him in her power, keeps him at a disb 
though she behaves with the pertest tamiliarii 
liie other coxcombs, who are continually bnj 
about her. At eleven he sneaks off pale and dis 
tented; but cannot forbear coming again the 
evening, though he knows how vilely be shal 
used by his mistress, and that he is laughed ati 
by the waiters. 

If all true lovers were obliged, like this unhs 
gentleman, to carry on their courtships in public 
should be witness to many scenes equally ridicul 
Their awkward desire of pleasing influences e 
trivial gesture ; and when once love has got poB 
sion of a man's heart, it shows itself down to the 
of his fingers. The conversation of a languid 
iuamorato is made up chiefly of dumb signs, sue 
sighs, ogles, or glances ; but if he oflfers to hieal 
passion to his mistress, there is such a stamme 
faultering, and half-wording the matter, that the 
guage of love, so much talked of by poets, t» in ' 
no language at all. Whoever should break in i 
a gentleman and lady, while so critical a cobti 
tioD is going forward, would not forliear laughii 
AUch an extraordinary tete-a-lefe, and would pet 
cry out with Ranger, that ■ nothing looks so 
as a pair of your true lovers.' 

Since true and sincere love is sure to make ib 
taricB thus ridiculous, we cannot sufEciently 
mend our present people of quality, who have i 
such laudable attempts to deliver themselves 
posterity from its bondage. In a fashionable 
ding the man or woman are neither of them coas 
ed as reasonable creatures, who come togeth 
order to ■ comfort, love, cherish, honour, or o 
according to their respective duties, but arerege 
merely as instruments of joining one estate to ano 
Acre marries acre ; and to incrcvise and mul 
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rtuhes, is in genteel matches the chief consi- 
1 of man and wife. The courtship is carried- 
be council of each party ; and they pay their 
es by billet-doux upon parchment. The great 
ence of expelling love from matrimony is 
ident : Married persons of quality are never 
i with each other's company abroad, or fa- 
with dull matrimonial discourses at home: 
. keeps his girl, my lady has her gallant ; and 
th enjoy all the fashionable privileges of wed- 
thout the inconveniences. This would never 
ase, if there was the least spark of love sub- 
)etween them ; but they must be reduced ta 
e situation with those wretches, who (as they 
»thing to settle on each other but themselves) 
;ed to make up the deficiencies of fortune by 
1. But while tiiese miserable, fond, doating, 
mable couples are obliged to content them- 
rith^love and a cottage, people of quality en- 
comforts of indifference and a coach and six. 
ate Marriage Act is excellently adapted to 
! this prudential proceeding with respect to 
k. It will in time inevitably abolish the old 

of founding matrimony on affection; and 
g for love will be given up for the sake of . 
g according to act of Parliament. There is 
danger of a handsome worthy yoiing fellow 
1 fortune running away with an heiress ; for 

sufficient to insinuate himself into the lady's 
>y a voluble tongue and a good person, un- 
can also subdue the considerate parents or 
as by the merits of his rent-roll. As this act 
!s the method of disposing of children by way 
lin and sale, it consequently puts an end to 
culous courtship, arising from simple love, 
r therefore to confirm (as far as possible) the 
onsequences of this act, I have been long 
•uring to hit on some expedient, by which all 
I. s 
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the circiimataaces preparatory to wedlock may 1 
c&rrieil on in a. proper manner. A Smitbfield bi 
gain being so common in metaphor, I had oncewi 
thaughta of proposing to rfialize it, and bad aim 
completed a plan, by which all the young pertoi 
(like servant girla at a statute fair ia the cointt] 
were to be brought to market, and disposed of inM 
part of Sraithfield, while the sheep and horses va 
on sale in another. 

In the midst of these serions consi derations, II 
ceived a scheme of this nature from my good tan 
Mr. Keith, whose chapel the late marriage aetii 
rendered useless on its original principles. H 
reverend gentleman, seeing that all husbands M 
wives are henceforward to be put to sale, propM 
shortly to open his chapel on a more new and fasM 
able plan. As the ingenious Messieurs HensoflU 
Bever have lately opened in different quarters oli 
town repositories for all horses to be sold by Kutit 
Mr. Keith intends setting up n repository tat 
young males and Females to be disposed of in B 
riage. From these studs (as the Doctor himseVl ' 
presses it) a lady of beauty aiay be coupled U 
man of fortune, and an old gentleman, who ba 
colt's tooth remaining, may match himself iritb 
tight young filly. i 

The doctor makes no doubt but his chapd'^ 
turn out even more to his advantage on this newfl , 
than on its first institution, provided he can sM | 
his scheme to himself, and reap the benefits ol 
without interlopers from the fleet. To preveWl ' 
design being pirated, he intends petitioning tbcp 
liament, that as he has been so great a suffertf 
the marriage act, the sole right of opening a i9fi 
tory of this sort may be vested in him, and tbit | 
place of residence in May-Fair may still conttnU; 
grand mart for marriages. Of the liist day aff 
proper notice will be given in the public papenfl 
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the tiie meantime 'I am desired to commmiicate 
I following specimen to my readers. 

■ 

lTALOGUE of Males and Females, to be disposed 
of in Marriage to the best Bidder, at Mr. Keith's 
ftepoBitory in May-Fair. 

A. Lady of quality, very high blood ; related by 

i mother's side to a peer of France; her dam came 

m one of the oldest families in Wales, and her 

ot-great-great-grandsire was brought over with 

iHiun the Conqueror. Fit to go in a coach and 

p and proper for any rich tradesman, who is de- 

nis to mend the breed. Her lowest price to pre- 

It trouble, is £500 per ann. pin-money, and a pro- 

iionable jointure. 

A. Young Lady of £100,000 fortune— to be bid 

by none under the degree of peers, or a commoner 

It least treble the income. 

1 homely thing that can read, write, cast accounts, 

L make an excellent pudding. — ^This lot to be bid 

by none but shop-keepers or country parsons. 

rnree Maiden Ladies — Aged^ — to be bid for by 

le but stout young fellows of six foot, sound wind 

1 limb, and without blemish. 

?oar Widows, young and rich — to be bid for by 

le but things of mettle and high blood. 

rhe Daughter of a country Squire — the father of 

I Lady came to town to sell a yoke of oxen at 

ithfield, and a load of hay in the Hay-Market. 

loever buys them shall have the lady into the 

gain. 

i. Methodist Lady, relict of a Knight deceased 

bin this twelvemonth — ^would be a good bargain 

uay handsome young gentleman, who would com- 

: n^ in the spirit. 

L very pretty Young Woman, but a good deal in 

t — ^would be glad to marry a Member of Parlia- 

it, or « Jew. 

s 2 
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A handsome House 
country —would do for 



A handsome Housekeeper, just come oMi/l 

untry— would do for any private gentlemaiif ij 

has been used to go in a one-horse~ chair, ttai 



ir a citizen's service on a Sunday. 

A toll Irishman, warranted sound, lately in 
possession of a lady dowager. The reason ofi 
being sold is, that the owiier (who in married)^ 
no further use for him. 

A Blood of the first rate, very wild, and bau 
loose all his life, but is now broke, and will )iB 
very tractable. 

A Hackney Writer, troubled with the &l 

broken -winded, and very poor would be ^ti 

be released from his present master, a bookHl 
and bear the less grievous yoke of matrimony, ff^ 
ever will take him into feeding shall have his 
^asus into the bargain. 

A Young Ward, now in training at Eton Sob 

The guardian is willing to part with Mm ta 

lady for a round sura of money. If not sold, 

will be sent into the country, and matched with.' 
guardian's daughter. 

Five Templars— all Irish — No one to bid fotlh 
lots of less than £10,000 fortune. 

Wanted— fonr dozen of young fellows, 
dozen of young womeu willing to marry I 
tage — to go to Nova Scotia. 
W. 

N° 39. THURSDAY, OCTOBER S 

Sfptdthri 

Mittf su/ierrdTMog ftonori^s. 

These but llie trappings and the signs of w 
Sm 
As I was passing the other night through a{_ 
little lane in the skirts of the city, I was aUipf 
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l^nuid procession of a hearse and three mourning 
iches drawn by six horses, accompanied with a 
eat number of flambeaus and attendapts in black, 
laturally concluded,' that all this parade was em- 
»yed to pay the last honours to some eminent per- 
D, whose consequence in life required, that his 
hes should receive all the respect, which his friends 
A relations could pay them : but I could not help 
lilmg, when upon inquiry I was told, that the 
rpse (<m whom all this expense had been lavished) 
IS BO other than Tom Taster the cheese-monger, 
be bad lain in state all the week at his house in 
iunes-street, and was going to be deposited with 
taneestors in White-Chapel burying-ground. — 
vis illustrious personage was the son of a butcher 
Wfaite-Chapel, and died, indeed, but in indifferent 
*cuiii8taiices ; his widow, however, for the honour 
her family, was resolved at all events to bury him 
ndsomely. 

I have already taken notice of that ridiculous af- 
itation among the middling sort of people, which 
hices them to make a figure beyond their circum- 
tnces : nor is this vanity less absurd, which ex- 
ids to the dust, and by which the dead are made 
cessary in robbing the living. I have frequently 
own a greater sum expended at the funeral of a 
desman, than would have kept his whole family 
' a twelvemontli ; and it has more than once hap- 
aed, thai the next heir has been flung into gaol for 
t being able to pay the undertaker's bill. 
Fhis absurd notion of being handsomely buried has 
en rise to the most contradictory customs, that 
Hd possibly be contrived for the advantage of 
ith hunters. As funerals are at present conduct- 
all distinction is lost among us ; and there is no 
re difference between the duke and the dancing- 
ster in the manner of their burial, than is to be 
nd between their dust in the grave. It is easy to 
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account for the introductjon of the hearse and m 
ing-cuach in our funeral ceremouiea; tbou^l 
propriety is entirely destroyed by the proitiii<i) 
use of them. Our ancient and noble familiwJ 
be supposed to have particular family- vaults J 
their raansion-houaea in the. country, and iund 
their progenitors have been deposited for ag^ 
is therefore very natural, that persons of distipd 
vrho had been used to be conveyed to their <;( " 
seats by a set of horses, should be also trant, 
to their graves by the same number; and beijl 
ed with the same magnificeDce at their deathsjl 
they had been accustomed to in their livea^ ^ 
spirit of afiecting the manners of the great, hua 
others vie with people of quality in the pomp iRl 
burials : A tradesman, who ha« trudged oufM 
his life, shall be carried after death, scarce a lug 
yards from his house, with the equipage and n 
of a lord; and the plodding cit, whose aqifl 
never soared beyond tiie occasional one hoise 4 
must be dragged to his long home by six boi 
Such an ill-timed ostentation of grandeur ap 
me no less ridiculous than tlie vanity of the oi^ 
man, who sold his body to the surgeons, tifti, 
might hire a mourning- coach, and go to the ff " 
like a gentleman. 

There is another custom, which was doubtJeul 
introduced by the great, but has been since adtwM 
by others, who have not the least title to it. 1 
herald's office was originally' instituted for lie 
tinction and preservation ol gentility ; and nobo 
is allowed to bear a coat of arms, but what belot 
to the family, and who is entitled to that honoui 
badge. From this consideration we may ace 
for the practice of hanging the hearse round 
escutcheons, on which the arms of the deceased^ 
blazoned, and which served to denote whose un 
it conveyed. For the same purpose an achievene 

a afterwards fixed over the door of the late hsMT 
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ttion of the deceased. This ensign of death may 
tirly be indulged, where the persons are ennobled 
jr their birth or station, and wnere it serves to re- 
^d the passer-by of any great or good actions per- 
Rmed by the deceased, or to inspire the living with 
U emulation of their virtues. But why, forsooth, 
pnnot an obscure or insignificant creature go out of 
Mjirorid, without advertising it by the achievement ? 
Snr my part, I generally consider it as a bill on an 
Iqity house, which serves the widow to acquaint us, 
pit the former tenant is gone, and that another 
Seiipier is wanted in his room. Many families have, 
need, been very much perplexed in making out 
pb right to this mark of gentility, and great profit 
|ftt arisen to the herald*s office by the purchase of 
fiBs for this purpose. Many a worthy tradesman 
t i^ebeian extraction has been made a gentleman 
mhb decease by the courtesy of his undertaker; 
M I once knew a keeper of a^tavem, who not being 
hife to give an account of his wife's genealogy, put 
p his sign, the King's Arms, for an achievement at 
Bfr death. 

-It was the custom, in the time of the plague, to 
K^ a mark on those houses, in which any one had 
icd. This probably may have given rise to the 
Bneral fashion of hanging up an achievement. 
l<owever this be, it is now designed as a polite 
fcen, that a death has happened in the family; and 
ight reasonably be understood as a warning to 
^ people from intruding on their grief. No such 
ng is, indeed, intended by it ; I am therefore of 
A&n, that it ought every where to be taken down 
ms the first week. Whatever outward signs of 
^vming may be preserved, no regard is ever paid 
^ them within : the same visitings, the same card- 
i^yings, are carried on as before, and so little res- 
Hk is shown to the achievement, that if it happens 
•"h often does) to intersect one of the windows in 
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the grand apartment, it is occasionally mntf 
whenever the laHy dowager has a rout or dnim-nu 

This naturally leads me to consider how B 
'the customary suits of solemn black,' and the i> 
' trappings and signs of woe,' are become a n 
farce and matter of form only. When a pertn 
distinction goes out of the world, not only then 
dons, but the whole household, must be cIoUim 
sable. The kitchen-wencb scours her dishes in en 
and the helper in the stables rubs down his horae 
black leather breeches. Every thing must pnta 
dismal appearance : even the coach must be cove 
and lined with black. This last particular, it is i 
sonable to imagine, is intended (like adeath's bed 
fhe toilet) to put the owner constantly in miDi), t 
the pomp of the world and all pursuits are bad 
and perishable. Yet what is more comroonthan 
thesp vehiclea to wait at the doors of the theatres, 
opera-house, and other public places of diverai 
Those who are carried in them, are as little eSei 
by their dismal appearance, as the horses that d 
them : and I once saw with great surprise a hi 
cguin, a scaramouch, a shepherdess, and a black t 
devil, get into a mourning- coach to go to ajal 
masquerade. 

If I should not be thought to lay too much bi 
on the lesser formalities observed in mournin 
might mention the admirable method of qualii 
the melancholy hue of the mourning-ring, by end 
ingifwith the brilliancy of a diamond. I kat 
young lady, who wore on the same finger 
round with death's heads and cross man* 
for the loss of a father, and another prettily «i 
lished with burning hearts pierced through with d 
in respect to her lover. But what [ most of al 
mire is the ingenious contrivance, by which pei 
spread the tidings of the death of their relalioi 
the most distant part;;, by means of blacb-e 
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qper and black sealing wax. If it were possible 
inspect the several letters that bear about them 
ibse external tokens of grief, I believe we should 
trdly ever find the contents of the same gloomy 

ajexion : a'merry tale, or an amorous bittet-doux, 
d be much oftener found to be conveyed under 
iMe dismal passports, than doleful lamentations or 
riUctions on mortality: and indeed these mock 
gDB of woe are so little attended to, that a person 
Itens one of these letters with no more concern. 
Ml. is felt by the postman who brings it. 
*We cannot suppose, that black edged paper was 
Mr intended to be defiled by vulgar hands, but was 
Mrived, like gilt paper, for tho use of the polite 
nrid only. But alas ! we must always be aping 
k- manners of our betters. My agent sends me 
ikn about business upon gilt paper ; and a stationer 
|kr the 'Change tells me, that he not only sells a 
PMt quantiW of mourning paper to the citizens, but 
Mt he has lately blacked the edges of the shop- 
ioks for several tradesmen. My readers must have 
hn an elegant kind of paper, imported from France 
V the use of our fine ladies and gentlemen. An 
N|aaintance of mine has contrived a new sort of 
onming paper on the same plan : and as the margin 
^ the other is prettily adorned with flowers, true 
Vjers' knots, little Cupids, and ^amorous posies in 
d ink : he intends that the margin of his paper 
lall be dismally stamped in black ink with the 
pDes of tomb-stones, hour-glasses, bones, skulls, 
id other emblems of death, to be used by persona 
\1qiiality9 when in mourning, - 
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y° 40. THURSDAY. OCTOBER 31, M 

PcrimAiiE plenum a;iiu alta. 
I wretth, englav' 
;s lil'e and eouI 

TO MR. TOWN. 
Sir, 

VoDR frequent ridicule of the several brancbai 
gaming has given me ^eat pleasure : I could 
wish tliat you had completed the design by " ^^ 
at large the portrait of a gamester. This, sincetl 
omitted it, I have ventured to undertake : and m! 
your papers on this subject serve as a counter-tm 
to that of Hoyle on Whist, Hazard, &c. my ro ^^ 
draught of the professors of those arts may tend 
illustrate the work, and stand as properly i> I 
frontispiece as the Knave of Clubs at the door d( 
cardmaker. 

The whole tribe of gamesters may be rani 
der two divisions : Every man, who makes c 
dicing, and betting hia daily practice, is eiths 
dupe or a sharper, two characters equally the in 
jects of envy and admiration. .The dupe U 
a person of great fortmie and weak intellects. 

" Who will as tendeil; be led by tbe noee, 

" As asses are." SUACSPEllb 

He plays, not that he has any delight ii 

dice but because it is the fashion ; and if wbiiti , 

hazard are proposed, he will no more refuse to n ' 

one at the table, than among a set of bard driokd 

he could object drinking his g' ' 

he is not dry. 

There are some few instances of men of seiiM,.! , 
well as family and fortune, who have been duiN^ 
and bubbles, Suuh an unaccountable itch of p 
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s seized them^ that they have sacrificed every 
mg to it, and have seemed wedded to seven's the 
■By and the odd trick. There is not a more melan- 
oly object than a gentleman of sense thos infatua- 
1. He makes himself and family a prey to a gang 
villains more infamons than highwaymen ; andper- 
Lps, when his ruin is completed, he is glad to join 
i&the very scoundrels that destroyed him, and 
re upon the spoils of others, whom he can draw 
to the same follies that proved so fatal to himself. 
Here we may take a survey of the character of a 
Ittper ; and that he may have no room to complain 
imA play, let us begin with his excellencies. X ou 
II pemaps be startled, Mr. Town, when I mention 
b okoellencies of a sharper : but a gamester, who 
ikfli a decent figure in the world, must be endued 
Ilk many amiable qualities, which would undoubt^ 
By tppeav with great histre, were they not eclipsed 
c the odious character affixed to his trade. In 
der to carry on the common business of his profes- 
m, he must be a man of quick and lively parts, at- 
ided with a stoical calmness of temper, and a con- 
mt presence of mind. He must smile at the loss of 
Msands; and is not to be discomposed, though 
Bl stnre him in the face. 'As he is to live among 
» great, he must not want politeness and affability ; 
must- be submissive but not servile; he must be 
ister of an ingenuous liberal air, and have a seem- 
ropoiness of behaviour. 

These must be the chief accomplishments of our 
hr: but lest I should be accused of giving too 
iNEuraLble a likeness of him, now we have seen his 
tside; let us take a view of his heart. There we 
ill find avarice the main spring, that moves the 
Rrfe macfahde^ Every gamester is eaten op with 
nice ; and when this passion is in full force, it is 
»re strongly predominant than any other. It con- 
evea lust; and conquers it more effectually 
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than &ge. At sixty, we look at a fine woraui « 
pleasure; but when cards aail dice have eDgrott 
our attention, women and all their eharius are sli^fcl 
at five and twenty. A thorough gamester renouK 
Venus and Cupid for Plutus and Ames-ace, li 
owns no mistress of his heart except the Queefl' 
Trumps. His insatiable avarice can only be gtli 
tied by hypocrisy ; so that all those specious virtw 
already mentioned, and which, if rual, might I 
turned to the benefit of mankind, must be direct 
in a gamester towards the destruction of his felb 
creatures. His quick and lively parts are mItI 
instruct and assist him in the most dexterous men 
of packing the cards and cogging the dice ; his ftd 
tude, which enables him to lose thousands witf 
emotion, must often be practised against the si 
and reproaches of his own conscience ; and '. 
libera) deportment and affected openness is oolfl 
recommend and conceal the blackest villainy. 

It is now necessary to take a second surrey I 
his heart ; and as we have seen its vices, let us cor 
sitter its miseries. The covetous man, who has H 
sufiBcient courage or inclination to increase his fo 
by bets, cards, or dice, but is contented to boaid^ 
his thousands by thefts less public, or by cheatslei 
liable to uncertainty, lives in a state of perpeM 
suspicion and terror ; but the avaricious fears of A 
gamester are iufinitely greater. He is constanlMi 
wear a mask ; and like Monsieur St. Crois, cM^ 
tor to that famous empoUoiuwua, Madam BriuviIBe 
if his mask falls off, he runs the hazard of bi 
autFocated by the stench of his own poison. II 
seen some examples of this sort not many yeanil 
at 'White's. 1 am uncertaip, whether thewretchel^ 
still alive; but if they are, they breatde like In 
under ground, crawling amidst old walls, and pi 
long since unlreijuented. 

But supposing that the sharper's hypocrisy mx 
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icted, in what state of mind must that man be 
e fortune depends upon the insincerity of his 
^the disingenuousnesa of his behavour, audthe 
^ bias of bia dice ? What sensations must he 
), when he is obliged to smile, although he is 
K>ked; when he must look serene in the hei^t 
Jdespair ; and when he must act the Stoic, 
EQOut the consoktioii of one virtuous sentiment, 
Tox one moral principle ? How unhappy must he be 
^eren in that situation, from which he hopes to reap 
fnoat benefit ; — I mean amidst stara, garters, and the 
Tarious herds of nohUity ? Their lordships are not 
' Always in a humour for play : they choose to laugh ; 
they choose to Joke ; m tne mean while our hero must 
patiently await the good hour, and must not only 
i.'foiii in the laugh, and applaud the joke, but must 
(tumour every turn and caprice, to which that set of 
spoiled children, called bucks of quality, are liable. 
Surely, his brother Thicket's employment, of saun- 
tering on horseback in the wind and rain till the 
I Reading coach passes through Smallberry Green, is 
the more eligible, and no less honest occupation. 

The sharper has also frequently the mortificatioa 
of being thwarted in his designs. Opportunities of 
I fraud will uot for ever present themselves. The 
false die cannot be constantly produced, nor the 
packed cards perpetually be placed upon the table. 
It is then our gamester is in the greatest danger. 
But even then, when he la in the power of fortune, 
and has nothing but mere luck and fair play on his 
aide, be must stand the brunt, and perhaps give away 
his last guinea, as coolly as he would lend a noble- 
man a shilling. 

Our hero is now going off the stage, and his catas- 
trophe is very tragical. The next news we hear of 
him is bis death, achieved by his own hand, and with 
his own pistol. An inquest is bribed, he is buried 
at midnight, and forgotten before sun-rise. 
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Tbese two portraits of a sharper, whereiB It|| 
endeaTOured to sbow dilTereot likeaesses in thaa 
man, put9, me in mind of an old print, whicb m 
member at Oxford, of Count Guiscard. At 
sight he was exhibited in a fiill-bottoiD whig,-s| 
and feather, embroidered clothes, diamond hnli 
and the full court-dress of those days : hut, bg^a 
ing a string, the folds of the paper were shiiwiH, 
face only remained, a new body came forwarded 
Count G-utBcard appeared to he a devil. 

Your most bumble Sarr 
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ijui jtuifff eptaiam curim contingfre melam, 

Malta tulil /ecUijae puer. Ho*i 

GownanieB wiUi jockeya hold an equal place, 

Leatn'd ia (he turf, and studeota of the race. 

MR. VILLAGE TO MK. TOWN. 

Dear Cousin, 
The following letter, occasioned by the late races 
Newmarket, and written by a fellow- commoner 
King's College, Cambridge, to a friend in LoniM 
fell into my bands by accident. The writer, if 
may judge by his style and manner, ia really, (A 
cording to the modern phrase, a genius. As I ImI 
upon his epistle to be a very curious original, 1 C 
not help demanding for it a place in your paper, 
well as for the remarks which I have taken theft 
berty to subjoin to it. 
To John Wilofibe, Esq. to be left at M^ 
Douglas's, Covent-Garden, London, 
Dear Jack ! Oclolwr 10, 17ii., 

was in hopes T »hniild have met you at NM 
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market Races ; but to say the truths if your luck had 
kmmed out so bad as mine, you did better to stay 
away. Dick Riot, Tom Lowngeit, and I, went to- 

rtther to Newmarket the first day of the meeting. 
was mounted on my little bay mare, that cost me 
Chirty g^neas in the North. I never crossed a better 
^t in my life ; and if her eyes stand, as I dare say 
-tliey will, she will turn out as tight a little thing as 
«ny in England. Then she is as fleet as the wind. 
Why, I raced ¥rith Dick and Tom all the way from 
Cambridge to Newmarket : Dick rode his roan geld- 
ing, and Tom his Chesnut Mare (which, you know, 
liave both speed), but I beat them hollow. I cannot 
help telling you, that I was dressed in my blue riding- 
liroek with plate suttons, with a leather belt round 
my waist, my jemmy turn-down boots made by Tull, 
my brown scratcli bob, and my hat with the narrow 
sihrer-lace cocked in the true sporting taste : so that 
altogether I don't believe there was a more knowing 
figure upon the course. I was very flush too. Jack ; 
for Michaelmas-day happening damn'd luckily just 
about the time of the races, I had received fifty 
guineas for my quarterage. As soon as I came upon 
the course, I met with some jolly bucks from Lon- 
don. I never saw them before ; however, we were 
soon acquainted, and I took up the odds : but I was 
damnably let in,, for I lost thirty pieces slap the first 
day. The day or two after 1 had no remarkable 
luek one way or the other ; but at last I laid all the 
cash I had left upon Lord March's Smart, who lost, 
you know ; but between you and me, I have a great 
notion Tom Marshal rode booty. However, I had 
a mind to push my luck as far as I could ; so I §old 
my poor little mare for twelve pieces, went to the 
coffee-house, and left them all behind me at the 
gaming table ; and I should not have been able to 
have got back to Cambridge that night, if Bob Whip 
of Trinity had not taken me up into his phaeton. 

T 2 
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We have had a roun^l of diDDers at out rooms 
lod I have been drunk every day to drive awaycW 
However, I hope to vecmit agau soon : Fi 
Classic of Pembroke has promised tu make m 
a long catalogue of Greek books; so I wiU« 
directly to old Square-toes, send him the liri, 
him I have taken them up, aud draw od him far 
f to pay the bookseller's bill. Then I shall be 
„ liii. Jack ; and perhaps you may see me at te 
Shakspeare by the middle of next week ; till wliHf 



I have often lamented the narrow plan of Mf 
University Education, and always observe ntUipui- 
aure any attempts to enlarge and improve it. In iB 
light, I cannot help looking on Newmarket as i }* 
dicious supplement to the University of CambiiJf^ 
and would recommend it to the young students toi* 
pair duly thither twice a year. By these "" 
tliey may connect the knowledge of polite I— 
study, and come from college as deeply Tersea< 
the genteel mysteries of Gaming, as in Greek, IM 
and the Mathematics. Attending these solenUuBI 
must, indeed, be of great service to every raoM 
students. Those who are intended for the cbow 
hare an opportunity of tempering the seveiitf 
their character, by a happy mixture of the jooki 
and clergyman. I have known several ffbdr ' 
uniting these opposite qualifications, and inei''^ 
with a patron ot their own disposition, have 
themBelreu into a living in a good sporting COiuDI 
and I doubt not, if the excursions of gownsm^^ 
Newmarket meet with the encouragement Uiefd 
serve, but we shall shortly see the Beacon CoVI 
crowded with ordained sportsmen in short casaoT^ 
As to the fellow-commoners, I do see how thefi 
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lass their time more profitably. The sole intention 
»f their residence at the University is, with most of 
henny to while away a couple of years, which they 
taanot conveniently dispose of otherwise. Their' 
lank exempts them from the common drudgery of 
ectures and exercises; and the Golden Tuft that 
idoms their velvet caps, is at once a badge of honour 
md aH ap<4ogy for ignorance. B,ut as some of these 
^ntleimen, though they never will be scholars, may 
tnm out excellent jockeys, it is but justice to let them 
carry some kind of knowledge away with them ; and 
AS they can never shine as adepts in Sir Isaac New- 
ton's philosophy, or critics on Homer and Virgil, 
we should suffer them to make a figure as arbiters 
of the course, and followers of Aaron and Driver. 

I ain the more earnest on this occasion, because I 
look upon Races as a diversion peculiarly adapted to 
a University, and founded upon classical principles. 
Every author, who has mentioned the Ancient Games, 
includes the Race, and describes itwith great dignity. 
This game was always celebrated with great pomp, 
and all the people of fashion of those days were pre- 
sent at it. In the twenty-third Iliad in particular, 
there is not only a dispute at the Race, but a bet 
proposed in as express terms as at Newmarket. The 
wager offered, indeed, is a goblet, which is not en- 
tirely m the manner of our modern sportsmen, who 
r^kther choose to melt down their plate into the cur- 
rent specie, and bring their sideboards to the course 
in their purses. I am aware also, that the Races 
oelebra^ by Uie ancients, were Chariot Races ; but 
even in these, our young students of the University 
haTe great emulation to excel : there are among them 
many very good coachmen, who often make excur- 
sions in those noble vehicles, with great propriety 
called Phaetons, and drive with as much fury along 
the road, as the charioteers in the Ancient Games 
fle^ towards the gaol. In a word, if we have not 
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such aoble Odes on this occusiun as were produMd 
of old, it is not for want of a Theron, but a. Findu. 

The advices which 1 have at aeveral times recHved 
of the influence of the Uaces at Newmarket on tba 
University, gise me great pleasure. It ha-* not onh 
improved the behaviour of the students, but enlugw 
their plaii of study. They are now very deeply read 
in Bracken's Farriery and the Complete Jockey, 
know exactly how many stone they weigh, and are 
pretty competent judges of the odds. I went soma 
time ago to visit a fellow-commoner, and when 1 
arrived at his chambers, found the door open, but 
my friedd was not at home. The room was adorned 
with Seymour's prints of tiorses, neatly framed and 
glazed; a hat and wip hung on one hook, a pair of 
boots on another, and on the table lay a formidable 
Quarto, with the Sportsman's Calendar, by Reginald 
Heber, Esq. I had the curiosity to examine the 
book; and, as the college is remarkable for the 
study of philosophy, I expected to see Newton's 
Priucipia, or perhaps Sanderson's Algebra : but, on 
opening it, this huge volume proved to be a pompous 
edition of Gibson's Treatise on the Diseases of 
Horses. 

These .indeed, are noble studies, will preserve our 
youth from pedantry, and make them men of the 
world. Men of genius, who are pleased with the 
theory of any art, will uot be contented till tfaejr 
arrive at the practice. I am told, that the young 
gentlemen often try the speed of the Cambridge naga 
on the Beacon Course, and that several hacks are at 
present in training. - 1 have often wondered, that the 
gentlemen who form the club at Newmarket, never 
reflected on their neighbourhood to Cambridge, nor 
established (in honour of it) an University Plate, to 
be run for by Cambridge hacks, rode by young 
gentlemen of the University. A hint of this kind 
will certainly be sullicieut to have this laudable de- 
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ijgn put in practice the very next meeting : and I 
SjEUtinot help reflecting, on this occasion, what an 
nispeakable satisfaction it must be to those persons 
if quality, who are constantly at Newmarket, to see 
iieir sons cherish the same noble principle^ with 
hemselyes, and act in imitation of their example. 

' Go on, brave youths ! till in some future age 
Whips shall bec6me the senatorial badge ; 
. Till EUigland see her jockey senators 
Meet aU at Westminster in boots and spurs ? 
See the whole house, with mutual frenzy mad ; ' 
Her patriots all in leathern breeches clad, 
Of bets, not taxes, learnedly debate, 
And guide with equal reins a steed and state/ 

Warton's Newmarket 



tq. 42. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1764. 

Sermonum stet hones, et gratia vivax, 

HoBj 



I What energy and grace adorn our tongue ! 
Sweet as the Roman, as the Grecian strong ! 

L FRIEND of mine lately gave me an account of a 
)t of gentlemen, who meet together once a week 
■der the name of the English Club. The title, with 
iiich they dignify their Society, arises from the 
luef end of their meeting, which is to cultivate their 
lother tongue. They employ half the time of their 
Membli^g in hearing some of our best Classics read 
I thc^m, which generally furnishes them with con- 
ersation for the rest of the evening. They have 
urtituted annual festivals in honour of Spenser, 
kikspeare, Milton, <&c. on each of which an oration, 
iterspersed with encomiums on the English lan- 
lUge, b spoken in praise of the author, who (in the 
farue of the almanack) gives the red letter^ to the 
lay. They have- established a fund, from which 
tAodsome rewards are allotted to those, who shall 
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■upply the place of a.ny esotic terras that haveben I 
smu&g'led into our lane:uage, by homespun Britiab 
Words equally signilic-diit and espressive. An order I 
is aUo made against importing any contraband 
phrases into the Club, by which heavy fines are laid 
on those, who shall have any modish barbarisrat 
found upon theni : whether they be foreign words, 
ancient or modem, or any cant tenns coined by The 
Town for the service of the current year. 

The whole account, which I received from my 
friend, gave me great satisfaction : and I never re- 
member any society, that met together on such com- 
mendable principles. Their proceedings, it moati 
however, be confessed, are somewhat unfashionable: 
for the English Tongue is become as little the general 
care as English beef, or English honesty. Yonng 
g;entlemen are obliged to drudge at school for nine 
or ten years, in order to scrape together as much 
Greek and Latin as they can forget during- their toor 
abroad ; and have commonly at the same lime a pri- 
vate master to give them French enough to land thea 
with some reputation at Calais. This is to be sura 
very prudent as well as genteel. Yet some people 
are perverse enough to imagine, that to teach boys 
a foreign language, living or dead, without at the 
same time grounding them in their Mother tongue is 
avery preposterous plan of education. The Romans, 
though they studied at Athens, directed their studies 
to the benefit of their own country, and though thej 
read Greek, wrote in Latin. There are at this dnr 
in France, Academies established for the suppoil 
and preservation of the French language ; and per- 
haps, if to the present professorships of Hebre» 
and Greek, there should be added a Professorship 
of the English language, it would be no disgrace lo 
our learned Universities. 

When we consider, that our language is preferable 
to most, if not all others now in being, it seeini 
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■omeihing extraordinary, that any attention should 
he paid to a foreign tongue that is refused to our own^ 
when we are likely to get so little by the change. 
But when we reflect further on the remarkable purity, 
to which some late authors have brought it, we are 
still more concerned at the present neglect of it 
This shameful neglect I take to be owing chiefly to 
these two reasons ; the false pride of those who are 
esteemed men of learning, and the ridiculous affec- 
tation of our fine gentlemen, and pretenders to wit. 

In complaisance to our fine gentlemen^ who are 
themselves the allowed standards of politeness, X 
shall. begin with them first. Their conversation ex- 
actly answers the description, which Benedick gives 
pf Claudio's : ' their words are a very fantastical 
banquet, just so many strange dishes.' These dishes 
too are all French; and I do not know, whether 
their conversation does not a good deal depend on 
their bill of fare; and. whether the thin meagre diet 
on which our fine gentlemen subsist, does not in some 
measure take away the power of that bold articu- 
lation, necessary to. give utterance to manly British- 
accents : whence their conversation becomes so 'fan- 
tastical a banquet,' and every sentence they deliver 
is almost as heterogeneous a mixture as a salma- 
gundy. A fashionable coxcomb now never complains 
of the vapours, but tells you that he is very much 
eunt^ee: — ^he does not affect to be genteel, but de* 
gagee: — ^nor is he taken with an elegant simplicity in 
a. beautiful countenance, but breaks out in raptures 
on a je ue, scay quoi, and a certain naivete. In a 
word, his head as well as his heels is entirely French; 
and he is a thorough petit maitre in his language as 
well as behaviour. But notwithstanding all this, 
I do not know, whether the conversation of our pre- 
tenders to wit is not still more barbarous. When 
they talk of Humbug, &c. they seem to be jabbering 
in the uncouth dialect of the Huns, or the rude 
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gabble of the Hottentots : or if their ij 
all allied to the language of this coun ' 
comes nearest to the strange cant e: 
among housebreakers and highwaymen a 
jargon will bear any explanation, the 
most likely to meet with it in a polib 
lately published under the title of tht 
Dictionary. 

Many, who are accounted men of lean 
do not Join with fops and coxcomhs to i 
language, at least do very little to proa 
are sometimes very indifferently acquaini 
There are many persons of both our unJve 
can decipher an old Greek manuscript, 
strue Lycophron extempore, who scarci 
idiom of their own language, and are at 
to dispatch a familiar letter with toleral 
These gentlemen seem to think, that lei 
sists merely in being versed in lan^age 
rally understood. But it should be cuusi 
the same genius which' animates the an 
dispensed at least some portion of its he 
ages, and particularly to the English. 1 
are really charmed with Homer and Sopl 
hardly read Shakspeare and Milton witfao 
and if I was inclined to carry on the parol 
perhaps mention as many great namefr>| 
ever produced. The knowledge of O^ 
&c. is certainly very valuable ; but ttag| 
tained without the loss of their mother t 
these reverend gentlemen should know, 
guages are not like preferments in the c 
many of wbich cannot be held together. 

This great neglect of our own tongue is 
principal reasons, that we are so Keldoi 
witti auy publications from either of ourU 
which we might expect very often, cons 
great number of learned men who reside |i 
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press being tLas deserted by those who might natu- 
nUy be expected to support it, falls to the care of a 
let of illiterate hirelings , in whose hands it is no 
ronder if the language is eyery day mangled, and 
lioiild at last be utterly destroyed. Writing is well 
EBOwn to be at present as much a trade as any 
landicraft whaterer ; and every man who can vamp 
ip any ^ng for present sale, though void of sense 
r syntax, is listed by die bookseller as an author. 
lot allowing all our present writers to be men of 
arts and learning, (as there are doubtless some who 
lay be reckoned so, is it probable that they should 
zert their abilities to the utmost, when they do not 
irite for fame, like the ancients, but as a means of 
nbsistence? If Herodotus and Livy had sold their 
istories at so much a sheet, and all the other Greek 
nd Latin Classics had written in the same circum 
tances with many modern authors, they would 
ardly haye merited all that applause they so justly 
sceiye at present. The plays of Sophocles and 
Euripides might perhaps not have been much better 
lan modem Tragedies ; Virgil might have got a 
inner by half a dozen Town Eclogues ; and Horace 
ave wrote.Birth-day Odes, or now aud then a 1am- 
oon on the company of the Baiae. 
A false modesty is another great cause of the few 
sbHcations by men of eminence and learning. 
Foweyer equal to the task, they have not sufficient 
3nfid^ce to yenture to the press, but are rather 
Eiilty of wilful injustice to themselves and to the pub- 
c. They are also ashamed of appearing among 
le common herd of authors. But the press, though 
is often abused, should by no means be accounted 
»,ndalous or dishonourable. Though a learned and 
igenious writer might not choose to be mustered in 

it same roll with or Mr. Town, 

et we have a Hooke, a Brown, an Akenside, and 
any others, in whose company it will be an honour 
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to appear. I would not willingly auppOHe, thuftl 
tre ufraid to hazard the characters they novnui 
tein, of being men of learning und abilities; forw^ 
ire only take these things fur granted, ^eirre^ 
ioDs are but weekly established. To rescue «j 
l^faUve Lauguage from the hunds of ignoranb H 
mercenaries, is a task worthy those, who tn ti 
counted oinameDta of our Seats of Learning; 
is' surely more than common ingratitude i 
Tvho eat the bread of literature, to refuse theb ntiWllTIi 
^ndeaTOurs to support it. 

N°43. THDllSDAY, NOVEMBEU 21. l7SiU 



A FEW years ago an ingenious player gave notice ii I 
the bills for his benefit night, that the T*rologiK 
should be spoken by the Pit, which he contrived to I 
have represented im the stage. Another lime he dre* 
in the whole house to act as Chorus to a new faiee ; 
and I remember, that in the last rebelliou the loyaf 
acclamatioLs of ' God save the King* might hare 
been heard from Drury-Lane to Charing- Cross. Up- 
on these and many other occasions the audience ha> 
been known to enter into the immediate business ot 
the Drama; and, to say the truth, I never go into 
the theatre, without looking on the spectators u 
playing a part almost as much as the actors them- 
selves. All the company from the stage-box to tlw 
upper gallery know their cues very well, and per- 
form their parts with great spirit. I begun the sea- 
son with a few animadversions on the chief faults to 
whidi onr performers are liable. To-day I shall bei! 
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Lye Id say a word or two to the audience, as my 
ions o& the theatre would otherwise be incom- 
On this occasion I expect the thanks of the 
lagers ; and would recommend it to them to put 
Iqr ilurty-fourth number into a frame and glass, and 
Stag it up in the Green-Room for the benefit of the 
|0ayers ; and to dispose three or four thousand of the 

r»ent number into the several parts of the house, 
Bayes dispersed papers to insinuate the plot of 
Urpiece into the boxes. 

' llie first part of the audience, that demands our 
attention, is so nearly allied to the actors, that they 
always appear on the same level with them : but 
vhile the performer endeavours to carry on the busi- 
ness of the play, these gentlemen behind the scenes 
serve only to hinder and disturb it. There is no part 
of the house, from which a play can be seen to so 
little advantage as from the stage ; yet this situation 
is very convenient on many other considerations, of 
more consequence to a nne gentleman. It looks 
particular : it is the best place to show a handsome 
person or an 'elegant suit of clothes : a bow from the 
itage to a beauty in the box is most likely to attract 
>ur notice ; and a pretty ^Uow may perhaps with 
iolerable management get the credit of an intrigue 
irith some of the actresses. But notwithstanding all 
liese advantages accruing to our fine gentlemen, I 
scald heartily wish they would leave a clear stage to 
lie .performers ; or at least that none should be ad- 
nitted behind the scenes, but such as would submit 
x> be of some use there. As these gentlemen are 
ready dressed, they might help to swell the retinue 
of a monarch, join the engagement in a tragedy-bat- 
de, or do any other little omce that might occur in 
die play, which requires but little sense and no me- 
aory. But if they have not any genius for acting, 
and are still desirous of retaining their posts by the 
ride-scenes, they should be obliged to take ia mus- 
VOL. I. u 
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ket, bnyooet, pouch, and the rest of thf 
ments, aod atand on guard ([uietly r" 
ffitli the soldiers. 

The boxes ore often filled with perscM 
not come to Uie theatre out of aDj^regar 
apeaxe or Garrick, but like the line lady in 
' because every body is there.' As these 
cannot be expected to mind the play themseli 
can only desire them not to call off the attei 
others : nor interrupt the dialogue on the sta{ 
louder conversation of their own. The silen 
ship of the eyes, ogles, nods, glances, and 
sies from one box to another, may be allovf 
the same as at church ; but nothing more, ei 
coronations, funeral processions, and panU 
Here I cannot help recommending it to the 
men, who draw the pen from under their n| 
about seven o'clock, c^ap on a bag-wi); and 
and drop into the boxes at the end of the tl 
to take their half-crown's worlJi with as m 
ceucy as possible : as well as the bloods, i 
from the taverns about Covent-Garden w 
time, and tumble drunk into the boxes, 
quit this part of the house, I must take i 
that division of the upper boxes, properl] 
guished by the name of the flesh market, 
frequently as much art used to make the ft* 
bited here look wholesome, and (as Tim sa 
farce) ' all over red and white, Qke the in 
shoulder of mutton,' as there is by the but 
make their veal look white ; and it is as ol 
carrion and fly-blown. If these ladies woul 
iu any other quarter of the house, I would 
of them, and those who come to market, 
their bargains with as little noise as possibt 
have lately observed witli some concern, tl 
women begin to appear in the lower boxes |i 
D of all order, and great confusion o 
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It ladies. It is to be hoped, that some of their 
Nids will advise them not to pretend to appear 
ne any more than at court : for it is as absurd to 
deayour the removal of their market into the front 
id Bide boxes, as it would be in the butchers of St. 
xaes's Market to attempt fixing the shambles in St. 
mes's Square. 

I must now desire the reader to descend with me, 
iioog laced hats and capuchins, into the pit. The 
t b the grand court of criticism : and in me centre 
f it* is collected that awful body, distinguished by 
le title of The Town. Hence are issued the irre- 
oiteble decrees; and here final sentence is pro- 
OKoiDed on plays and players. This court has often 
tQi very severe in its decisions, and has been known 
^ declare many old plays barbarously murdered, 
tod most of our modem ones felo de se : but it must 
jiot be dissembled, that many a cause of great con- 

aaence has been denied a fair hearing. Parties 
1 private cabals have often been formed to thwart 
Ibe progpress of merit, or to espouse ignorance and 
iolness ; for it is not wonderful, that the parliament 
if criticism, like all others, should be liable to cor- 
iiption. In this assembly Mr. Town was first no- 
mnated Critic and Censor General ; but, consider- 
Dg the notorious bribery now prevailing, I think 
HTOper to declare, (in imitation of Tom in the Con- 
bious Lovers) that I never took a single order for 
ay vote in all my life. 

Those, who pay their two shillings -at tiie door of 
he middle gallery, seem to frequent the theatre 
mrely for the sake of seeing the play : though these 
peaceful regions are sometimes aisturbed by the in- 
iorsions of rattling ladies of pleasure ; sometimes 
contain persons of fashion in disguise, and some- 
imes critics in ambush. The greatest fault I have 
o object to those who fill this quarter of the theatre, 
B their frequent and injudicious interruption of the 

u a 
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business of the play, bytheir applause. 1 have sen] 
a bad actor clapped two minutes together for raoting 
or perhaps shrugging his shoulders, and making wry 
faces ; and I have seen the natural course of the pas- 
sions checked in a good one, by these ill-judged tei- 
timonies of their approbation. It is recorded d 
Betterton to his honour, that be thought a deep li- 
lence through the whole house, and a strict atteotitil 
to his playing, the strongest and surest signs of'kii 
being well received. 

The inhabitants of the upper gallery demand did 
notice as well as the rest of the theatre. The trunk- 
maker of immortal memory was the most celebrated 
hero of these regions ; but, since he is departed, aod 
no able-bodied critic appointed in his room, I cannot 
help giving the same caution to the upper- gallery, as 
to the gentry a pair of stairs lower. Some of the 
under comedians will perhaps be displeased at thb 
order, who are proud of these applauses, and rejcHCe 
to hear the lusty bangs from the oaken towels of their 
friends against the wainscot of the upper gallery: 
but I think they should not be allowed to shatter the 
pannels without amending our taste ; since their 
thwacks, however vehement, are seldom laid on 
with sufficient judgment to ratily our applause. It 
were better, therefore, if uU the present twelve- penny 
critics of this town, who preside over our diveraiooi 
in the upper gallery, would content themselves with 
the inferior duties of their office^ viz. to take care 
that the play begins at the proper time, that thi 



between the acts 

candles are snuffed in tune, 

After these brief admonitions concerning 
viour at the play, which ai ' ' ' ' 
Vade Mecum for the freqi 
cannot conclude my paper 
, an extract from the Tale of a Tub, shewing the jo- 
dicious distribution of our play-houses int^ boxea, 
pit, and ^Ileries. 



^ngth, and that the 



hehs- 

intended as a kind et 
of the theatre, I 
properly than vilb 
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I confess^ that there is something very refined in 
M contrivance and structure of our modem theatres. 
hiT, firsty the pit is sunk below (he stage, that whatr 
V'er weighty matter shall be delivered thence, (whe- 
km it be lead or gold) may fall plump into the jaws 
ff certain critics, (as I think they are called) which 
ta»d ready open to devour them. Then, the boxes 
vm built round, and raised to a level with the scene, 
it deference to the ladies; because that large portion 
>f wit, laid out in raising pruriences and protube- 
tnces, is observed to run much upon a line, and 
ifer in a circle. The whining passions, and little 
teved conceits; are gently wafted up by their own 
KKtreme levity, to the middle region, and there fix 
Md are frozen by the frigid understandings of the in- 
luibitants. Bombastery and buffoonery, by nature 
oAy and light, soar highest of all, and would bo 
Mtm the roof, if the prudent architect had not with 
mch foresight contrived for them a fourth place, 
■Hed the twelve-penny gallery, and there planted 

suitable colony, who greedily intercept lliem in 
leir |>assage/ O. 
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'Des noifttnw h^ua henorem. Hor*. 



Let ev*ry Wwpping Wife to Lady swell, 
And each St. Giles's Miss be Ma' emoiselle. 

LATELY took a survey of the female world, as 
ensor-General ; and upon a strict review, was very 
uch surprised to find, that there is scarce one wo- 
an to be met with, except among the lowest of the 
ilgar. The sex consists almost entirely of ladies. 
v&cy Joan is listed into a lady ; and the maid and 
e mistress are equally dignified with this polite 
la. The stage-coaches are constantly filled with 

D 3 
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ladies. At Bartholomew fair there is ftnog 

hop for the ladies - ■And if the ladies in the dn 

ing-rnom are employed at whist, their last nig 

cards are made use of in a rubber by the Iftdie 

^L the steward's rooni 1 while the other liidles of tUe 

H mily are staking their. halfpence at put or all-f 

^P in the kitchen. — ^In a word, whenever there is 

' casion to speak of the female world, honour 

mention is always made of them by the lespet 

appellation of the Ladies; as the young; and tlie 

the black and the brown, the homely and the bi 

some, are all complaisantly included under the 

Herat title of the Fair. 

Since, therefore, the ladies of Great Britain n 
up BO numerous a body, I should be loth to disol 
so considerable a sisterhood, and shall devote 
paper entJiely to their service. I propose at 
sent to marshal them into their respective rK 
and upon a review, 1 find that they may be ji 
distributed under these live divisions; viz. mai 
ladies, maiden or young ladies, ladies of quality, 
ladies, aud lastly (without affront to the gooat 
pany) ladies of pleasure. 

I shall begin with the married ladies, as this c 
will be found to be far the most numerous, ant 
eludes all the married womeu in town or coii 
above the degree of a char-woman, or the trui 
of a wheelbarrow. The plain old Huglish i 
wife has long been discarded in our conversatioi 
being only fit for the broad mouths of the vulgar 
well-bred ear is startled at the very sound of 1 
as at a coarse and indelicate espression; and 1 
peal to any fashionable couple, whether they w 
not be as much ashamed to be mentioned togt 
as man and wife, as they would be to appear togi 
at court in a fardingale and trunk-breeches, ] 
Hyde-Park-Corner to Temple- Bar this monst^ 
wife has not been heard of since the andqiu 



J 
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.«f dame and your worship ; and in the city every 
good housewife is at least a lady of the other end of 
die town. In the country you might as well dispute 
Ihe pretensions of every rox- hunter to the title of 
eBquire> as of his helpmate to that of lady ; and in 
every corporation town, whoever matches with a 
•burgess, becomes a lady by right of charter. My 
cousin Village (from whom I have all my rural in- 
telligence) informs me, that upon the strictest in- 
quiry ,. there is but one wife in the town where he 
now . lives, and that is the parson's wife, who is 
jiever mentioned by the country ladies but as a 
dowdy, and an old-fashioned creature. Such is the 
.^reat privilege of matrimony, that every female is 
.ennobled by changing her surname : for as every 
( unmarried woman is a miss, every married one by 
the same courtesy is a lady. 

The next order of dignified females is composed 
of maiden or young ladies ; which terms are synony- 
mous, and are indifferently applied to females of the 
age of fourteen or threescore. We must not, there- 
fore, be surprised to hear of maiden ladies, who are 
known to have had several children, or to meet with 
young ladies, that look like old dowagers. At the 
house of an acquaintance where I lately visited, £ 
was told that we were to expect Mrs. Jackson and 
the two Miss Wrinkles. But what was my sur- 
prise, when I saw on their arrival a blooming female 
of twenty-five accosted under the first denomination, 
. and the two nymphs, as I expected, come tottering 
into the room, the youngest of them, to all appear- 
ance, on the verge of threescore ! I could not help 
wishing, on this occasion, that some middle term 
was invented between Miss and Mrs. to be adopted, 
;at a certain age, by all females not inclined to ma- 
trimony. For surely nothing can be more ridicu- 
lous, than to hear a grey-haired lady, past her grand 
climacteric, mentioned in terms that convey the idea 
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P of youth and beauty, or perhaps of a 

ng-ateeres. This indiscriminate appellal 
avoidably creates much confusion: I know 
nent tradesman who lost a very good casu 

innocently writing Mrs.- at the head of 

bill : and I was lately at a ball, where, trusting! 
friend for a partner, I was obliged to do penuc 
with an old withered beldam, who hobbled dm 
several country dances with me, though she 
ancient enough to have been ray grandmother, 
eluding these young ladies of lifty and sixtjr, 
order of females is very numerous ; for then k\ 
scarce a girl in town or country, superior to a i 
maid or cinder-wench, but is comprehended 
The daughters are indisputably young ladies, thoi^ 1I> 
there papas may be tradesmen or mechanics. Foi 1^' 
the present race of shopkeepers, <fec. bave wiselj 
provided, that their gentility shall be preserved ii 
the female part of the family. Thus, although tb 
son is called plain Jack, and perhaps bound af- 
prentice to his bther, the daughter is taught U 
hold up her bead, make tea in the little paxlont 
behind the shop, and inherits the title of lady fron 
her mamma. To make these claims to dignity nunt 
sure, those excellent seminaries of genteel ednOB- 
tioD, called boarding-schools, have been contrived; 
where, instead of teasing a sampler, or conning > 
chapter of the Bible, the young ladies are Jnstmoied 
to hold up their heads, make a courtesy, aud to be- 
have themselves in every respect like pretty little 
ladies. Hence it happens, that wa may often olh 
serve several of these polite damsels in the skirts of 
, White-Chapel, aud in every petty country town 
I May, it is common to meet with young ladies bom 
Had bred, who have submitLed to keep a chandler^ 
shop, or had humility enough even to go to service. 
I proceed next to take iutu consid(!ration what it 
generally understood by ladies of ijuality. These, 
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:Otfaer words, may be more properly called ladies 
fietshion : for, in the modish acceptation of the 
le, not so much regard is had to their birth or 
ioDy or even to their coronet, as to their way of 
. The duchess, who has not taste enough to 
up to the character of a person of quality, is 
more respected in the polite world than a city 
Vtoight's lady ; nor does she derive any greater ho- 
nour firom her title, than the hump-backed woman 
deceives from the vulgar. But what is more inmie- 
^iiately expected from a lady of quality, will be seen 
'Wider the next article; for, to their praise be it 
spoken, most of our modem ladies of quality affect 
to be fine ladies. 

To describe the life of a fine lady would be only 
to set down a perpetual round of visiting, gaming, 
dressing, and intriguing. She has been bred up in 
the notion of making a figure, and of recommending 
herself as a woman of spirit ; for which end she is 
always foremost in the fashion, and never fails grac- 
ing with her appearance every public assembly, and 
every party of pleasure. Though single, she may 
coquet with every single gentleman ; or if married, 
she may admit of gallantries without reproach, and 
even receive visits from the men in her bed-chamber. 
To complete the character, and to make her a very 
fine lady, she should be celebrated for her wit and 
beauty, and be parted from her husband : for as ma- 
trimony itself is not meant as a restraint upon plea- 
sure, a separate maintenance is understood as a li- 
cence to throw off even the appearance of virtue. 

From the fine ladies it is a very natural transition 
to the ladies of pleasure ; and, indeed, from what 
has already been said concerning fine ladies, one 
might imagine that, as they make pleasure their sole 
pursuit, they might properly be entitled ladies of 
pleasure. But this gay appellation is reserved for 
the higher, rank of prostitutes, whose principal dif- 
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fereace from Uie fine Udioa consists in tl 
professing a tmde, which the others ca 
smuggling. A ludy of fashion, who reft 
TOUTS but the last, or even grants that w'iti 
paid for it, is not to be accounted a. ladi 
sure, but ranks in an order formerly uetel 
der the title of demi-reps. It is whimsii: 
to see the different complexions assun; 
same vice, according to the difference c 
The married lady of quality may intrigi 
many as ehe pleases, and still remain rig^ 
able : the draggle-tailed street-walker is I 
woman, and liable to be sent to Bridewell 
whore of high life is a lady of pleasuri 
' a gilt chariot, 

N°4b. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 

Quicfud agiatl buminM, VBlam, timor, ir 
Gaudia, diiairwla, mstri Jarrago libtlU. 
Whate'er tlie busy bustling world emplojrs, , 
Our wants and wUhea, pleaflurafl, «rei,aB("^ 
These the historians of our times ditplay, 
And call it news, the hod (|;e- podge of a day, 

When I first resolved on appearing in 
character, 1 had some thoughts of makin 
lie entry in the front of one or other of : 
papers; as 1 considered that the dom< 
fences, which compose a part of tbet^ 
would make no bad figure in my ow 
Some reflections on the modish mcUiodB 
would receive an additional confirmatioa 
ragraph in the News, that ' last Tuesday 
Whist was played at White's for 10001, 
or that ' the match between his Grace tl 
' " " • and Lord • • • • was decided at Na 
and a diflsertatiou on the lusury of the 
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idid be very apdy illustrated by an exact ae- 
■nt of the -weight of the turtle, dressed a few 
j^s before for the gentlemen of the above-men- 
i»d Chocolate-house. 

Indeed, I have always k)oked upon the works of 
V. Jenour in the Daily Advertiser as a kind of sup- 
sment to the intelligence of Mr. Town ; contain- 
^ a more minute account of the important trans- 
lions of that class of n^ankind, which has been 
:iirativ^y styled The World. From these daily re- 
rterSy we may not only learn when any body is mar- 
id or hanged, but you have immediate notice when- 
«r ins Grace goes to Newmarket, or her Lady- 
ip sets out for Bath : and but last week, at the 
me time that the gentlemen of the law were told, 
at the Lord Chancellor could not sit in the Court 
' Chancery, people of fashion had the melancholy 
iWB, that Signer Ricciarelli was not able to sing. 
Nor is that part of Mr. Jenour's lucubrations, 
hich is allotted to advertisements, less amusing and 
itiertaining : and many of these articles might very 
X)perly come under my cognizance. It is here de- 
ited, whether the prize of eloquence should be given 
I Orator Macklin or Orator Henley; and whether 
[r. Stephen Pitts is not the best qualified to furnish 
Httlemen and ladies' libraries with tea-cBests in 
etavo, and close-stools in Folio. And besides the 
tblic notices to persons of taste, of very rare old 
ipan, and most curious and inimitable Epargnes 
r desserts, as also the most rich and elegant fancied 
ks to be sold by auction ; many other advices no 
w interesting to the Town, are here given. We 
e daily put in mind, that Mrs. Philips at the Green 
mister still hopes for the favours of her former 
od customers. as usual: that next door to Had- 
ck's is sold an antidote against the poison imbibed 
Hiat bagnio : that Dr. Rock infallibly cures a cer- 
n epidemical distemper by virtue of the King's^* 
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patent: that a learned physician and 
privately accominodate any gentleman I 
tor modestly espressea it in his own 
Morina Venerea curandm: and that Y. 8 
bred surgeon and man-inidwife, togetiii 
others, will accommudate gentlewomen ^ 
der the necessity of lying-in privately. 

But not only the public transactions of i 
brokers, and horse-dealers, but the moati 
cems of pleasure and gallantry may be 
on by nieatis of this paper. Assignatioj 
made, and the most secret intrigues tot 
expense of two shillings. If a g«nteel] 
who can do all kinds of work, wants % 
will be sure to hear of a master by advei 
gentleman and lady of unexceptionab* 
may meet with lodgings to be let, and 
asked : how often has Romeo declared i 
unspeakable passion for the charming Pb 
many gentleman have made open nrofei 
Btrictesthonour and secrecy I And how I 
drest in such a manner, and seen at SB 
have been desired to leave a line for A. 
the late Marriage Act it was very uaua 
gentlemen and ladies (possessed of evei 
tion requisite to make the marriage stM 
offer themselves as a good bargain to 
and men took the same measures of ad 
get an agreeable companion fur life, a» 
an agreeable companion for a post-chaJs 
traffic in matrimony is now prohibited, 
occasion to the opening a new branch o 
since husbands and wives are hardly 
love or money, several good-natured ft 
set themselves up to sale to the best bj 
Daily Advertiser is therefore become tl 
register for new faces ; and every da' ' 
meats have been lately crowded with oi 
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ould be glad c 
erly gentleman, to pass liis leisure houi's 
Bern, and play at cards. 

I look upon the common intelligence in our pab 
c papeTE, with the long train of advertisements an 
e^ed to it, as the best account of the present do 
^poeatic state of England, that can possibly be com 
^^'iled : nor do I know any thing, which would givi 
<^sterity so clear an idea of the taste and morals o 
.^-^c present age, as a bundle of our daily papers 
*j,*T»ey would here see what books are most read 
I ■■ Z^ ^oat ate our chief amusements and diversions : am 
« ^Jr* Jjoen they should observe the daily inquiries afte 
■«^i ■^ped wives and apprentices, and the frequent ac 
* ■*' M*"**" °^ ^"^^ '" "estn»'n^'s'^-HalI for perjury 
"^j ^ll^^'ery, &c. they might form a tolerable notioi 
» ©n, of our private life. Among many other reason: 
^lemetiting that the art of printing was not mon 
■y" discovered, I cannot but regret that we havi 
_i_ ^^p3 lost many accounts of this nature, whici 
^^^** t otherwise have been handed down to us. WitI 
-4^^^* pleasure should we have perused an Atheniai 
'^t- ^^ ^niaer, or a Roman Gazetteer ! A curious critii 
t*»^'*-^ti^,„ary would place them on the same shelf witI 
^i^ ^^-'Ibssics, and would be highly pleased at dis 
.ii^^^'^ng what days Tully went to his Tusculum, o 
'•» j^_ ^ to his magnificent villa; who was the capita 
^t:^^^^^*" at the Grecian opera, and in what character 
^ »^^**** appeared with most success. These piece; 
<i ^-^^ *.^lligence would undoubtedly give great satis 
*«.^_,^*^*i; and 1 am myself acquainted with aver 
*^^^^*-^d gentleman, who has assured me, that he ha: 
^^, %s much delighted at discovering that the Sosi 

«*^ .^^^ Horace's booksellers, that the Hecyra of Te 
-^fc_-^ ^^ was damned, and other little particulars o 
^--,^ *~iature, as with an account of the destructioi 
l^,^^— ^rthftge, or the death of Cssar. We shouh 
■^^ be glad to collect from their advertisement 
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Rome. Even our papers (which perhaps are cilM 
Daily from their lasting but a day) are, 1 fear, irfM 
fugitire a nature to fall under the inspectjon of pa- 
terity. To remedy, in some measure, this Ibw 
venieace, I shall now conclude my paper with B fil 
advertisements, which, if they have uot all actult 
beep inserted in our papers, are at least of (he urn 
nature with those that daily have a place there. '< 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

To be spoke with every day at his house in theOi| 

BEYAN RAP4WAY, 

Who swears oaths of all Itinds and prices, U 
will procure positive evidence at a day's warning 
all sorts of causes. He will contract with any i 
torney or quack-doctor, to swear by the quarti 
and will supply affidavits, &c. on the most 
able terms. 

*,* He will attend, during the business of el 
tions and double returns, in the lobby of the Hoi 
of Commons, and will ply next term at WestmmM 
Hall. 



A genteel hiack or negro Girl, very haudsta 
with a soft akin, good teeth, aweet breath, at le 
five feet three inches high, and not above eigbte 
Whoever has such a girl to dispose of, may hea 
a gentleman who will give lifty guineas for her, 
applying at the bar of the Shakspeare's Head Tavi 
Covent-Garden. 

Note, At the same place any genteel white i 
may hear of something to her advantage. 

A person, that lives near Guildhall, is 
gentle rider, rides about ten stone, chieHy for hea 
and never on a Sunday hut on an extraordinary 
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{, would be glad of a partner much under the 
circumstances, in a very genteel mare, and 
rood in her kind. 

Several sums, from £10 to £10,000. 

mted immediately, by a person in a large and 
ible business — Wanted directly, by a. person 
B character will bear the strictest inquiry — 
Led for a week only, or as long as the lender 
;es — upon undeniable security — ^The borrower 
ive his bond and judgment, make oyer his stock 
de, insure his life, &c. — ^A handsome gratuity 
!)e giyen — Interest paid punctually — Strictest 
' and secrecy may be depended on. None but 
pals will be treated with, 
rect for A. B. L. M. S. T. X. Y. &c. &c. &c. 

This day are published, 

iLdrentttres of Dick Hazard, 
listory of Mr. Joshua Trueman. 
Sistory of Will Ramble, 
listoiy of James Ramble, Esq. 
Prayels of Drake Morris. 
Blistory of Jasper Banks, 
oirs of the ShaKspeare's Head. 
BListory of Frank Hammond. 
Marriage- Act, a Noyel. 

And speedily will be published, 
Surtory of Sir Humphry Herald and Sir £d- 
rd Haunch. — Memoirs of Lady Vainlove. — 
8 Card. 

intures of Tom Doughty, Jack Careless, Frank 
sf, Dick Damnable, Molly Peirson, &c. &c. 
I a complete collection of Noyels for the amuse- 
Dt of the present winter. 

r. 
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S° 40. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 17SI 



Nee dicei 
Where b< 



TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 

It is whimsical to observe the mistakes Ihitt M 
country gentlemen are led into at our first comingkl 
town. We are induced to think, and indeed trij, 
that your fine ladies are composed of different mtta- 
rials from our rural ones; since, though they bIwp 
all day and rake all night, they still remain aa ftea 
and ruddy as a parson's daughter or a farmer's wife 
At other times we are apt to wonder, that sucb lifr 
licate creatures as they appear, should yet b« « 
much proof against cold, as to look as rosy in Ji- 
nuary as in June, and even in the sharpest weatlw 
to be very unwilling to approach the fire. I wU >> 
a loss to account for this unalterable hne of ifacif 
complexions : but I soon found, that beauty was nd 
more peculiar to the air of St. James's than d 
York ; and that this perpetual bloom was nol u- 
tive, but imported from abroad. Not content will 
that red and white which nature gave, your belle' 
are reduced (as they pretend) to the necessity d< 
supplying the flush of health with the rouge of Ter 
milion, and giving us Spanish wool for Engli^l 
beauty. 

The very reason alleged for this fashionable prM 
tice is such, as (if they seriously considered it) lb" 
ladies would be ashamed to mention. ■ The iift 
hours they are obliged to keep, render them sucl 
perfect frights, that they would be as lotb to Bp- 
pear abroad without paint as without clof— ' *"" 
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^ must be acknowledged, is too true: but would 
^ey suffer their fathers or their husbands to wheel 
I4iem down for one month to the old mansion-house, 
Miey would soon be sensible of the change, and soon 
^reeive how much the early walk exceeds the late 
Assembly. The yigils of the card-table have spoiled 
^lumy a good face; and I have known a beauty 
stick to the midnight rubbers, tiU she has grown as 
liomely as the queen of spades. There is nothing 
more certain in all Hoyle's cases, than that whist 
mnd late hours will ruin the finest set of features : 
but if the ladies would give up their routs for the 
Itealthy amusements of the country, I will venture 
to say their carmine would be then as useless as 
tifeur artificial nosegays. 

' A moralist might talk to them of the heinousness 
«pf the practice; since all deceit is criminal, and 
paittting is no better than looking a lie. And should 
they urge that nobody b deceived by it, he might 
add, tiiat the plea for admitting it is then at an end : 
dinee few are yet arrived at that height of French 
polit€»iess, as to dress their cheeks in public, and to 

fofess wearing vermilion as openly as powder. But 
siiall content myself with using an argument mcHre 
likely to prevail ; and such. I trust, will be the as- 
ewrance, that this practice is highly disagreeable to 
Hie men. What must be the mortification, and what 
tiie disgust of the lover, who goes to bed to a bride 
am . blooming as an angel, and finds her in the morn- 
ing as wan and yellow as a corpse ? For iparriag^ 
•ooii takes off the mask ; and all the resources of 
art, all the mysteries of the toilet, are then at an 
end. He that is thus wedded to a cloud instead of 
a Juno, may well be flowed to complain, but with- 
out relief; for this is a custom, which once admitted, 
so tarnishes the skin, that it is next to .impossible 
ever to retrieve it. Let me, therefore, caution these 
young beginners, whd are not yet discoloured past 

x3 
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redemption, to leave it off in time, and endeavomtwc^ 
procure and preserve by early hours that unaSetMW 
btuuin, vrbich art cannot give, aiid which only in!"* 
or sickness can talce away. ■ P 

Our beauties were formerly above making DSS iw, 
so poor an artifice : they trusted to the lively coloV f* 
ing of nature, which was heightened by tempersMJi j,"'' 
and exercise; but our modern belles are obCgedtaiR* 
retouch their cheeks every day, to keep them in re- 1^ 
pair. We were then as superior to the French ii V* 
the assembly, as in the tield : but since a trip t0 I"' 
France has been thought a requisite in the educatiM l*^ 
of our ladies as well as gentlemen, our polite femslei \'~ 
have thought lit to dress their faces as well as theH W. 
heads a la mode de Pari*. I am told, that when an 'c 
English lady is at Paris, she is so surrounded witb ^ 
false faces, that she is herself obliged (if she would li 
not appear singular) to put on the mask. But who <« 
would exchange the brilliancy of the diamond (of • 
the faint lustre of French paste? And for my part, < 

V I would as soon expect that an English beauty U '• 

[ Morocco would Japan her face with lamp black, in ' 
complaisance to the sable beauties of that country. ' 
Let the French ladies whitewash and plaster their ' 
fronts, and lay on their colours with a trowel : but i 
these daubings of art are no more to be compared to 
the genuine glow of a British cheek, than tiaa coarse 
strokes of the painter's brush can resemble the oop 
live veins of the marble. This contrast is placed 
in a proper light in Mr Addison's fine epigram oa 
Lady Manchester : which will serve to convince U 

f of the force of uudlssemblcd beauty : 




When haughty Gallk's dames, that spread 
O'er their pale cheeks a lifeless red, 
Beheld this beauleoua alranger there, 
la natire Dbarnia divioel; fair, 
Confusion in their looks ihej Bbaw'd, 
And with unbormw'd btoehes glow'tl 
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i<ii think, Mr. Town, you might easily prevail on 

rBT fair readers to leave otT this unnatural practice 
you could once thoroughly convince them, that it 
npairs their beauty instead of improving it. / 
bdy'a face, like the coats in the Tail of a Tub, i 
Mt to itself, will wear well ; but if you offer to load 
^IviUi foreigin ornameuts, you destroy the original 

I Among other matter of wonder on my lirst com- 
:!■§; to town, 1 was much surprised at the general 
'U^arance of youth among the ladies. At present 
ttne is no distinction in their complexions between 
• beauty in her teens and a lady in her grand cli- 
ttacteric : yet at the same time I could not but take 
ItDtlce of the wonderful variety in the face of the 
nme lady. I have known an olive beauty on Mon- 
ibty grow very ruddy and blooming on Tuesday ; 
lum pale on Wednesday ; come round to the olive 
kw again on Thursday; and in a word, change her 
;oniplexion as oft^n as her gown. J was amazed to 
ud no old aunts in this town, except a few un- 
iuhionable people, whom nobody knows; the rest 
itiU continuing in the zenith of their youth and 
Kalth, and falhng off, like timely fruit, without any 
nvious decay. All this wasamystery that I could 
At unriddle, till on being introduced to some ladies, 

unluckily improved the hue of my lips at the ex- 
leuoe of a fair one, who unthinkingly had turned her 
heek ; aud found that my kisses were given (as 
bserved in the epigram), like those of Pyram 
Itroagh the wall. I then discovered, that this s 
nsiog youth and beauty was all counterfeit; and 
lat (as Hamlet says) ' God had given them c 
ICC, and they had themselves another.' 

I have mentioned the accideut of my carrying off 
alf a lady's face by a salute, that your courtly 
ames may learu to put on their faces a little tighter ; 
nt aH for my owu daughters, while such fashions 
revail, they shall atUl remain in Yorkshire, There I 
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thiuk thev are nrctty safe : for this unnatura!. . 
will hurilly make its way into liie country, 
Tam|te<l complexion would not stand b^ids 
rays of the sun, and would ineritably melt aw) 
3 country dance. The ladies have, indeed 
always the greatest enemies to theirowu beaoly 
aeem to have a design against their own faces, 
one tinie the whole countenance was eclipsed 
black velvet mask ; at another it was blotted 
patches ; and at present it is crusted overwidi ( 
ter of Paris. In those battered belles, who still 
at conquest, this practice is in some sort excoss 
but it is surely as ridiculous in a young lady to 
up beauty for paint, as it would be to draw a | 
set of teeth merely to fill their places with a tm 

Indeed, so common is this fashion among theyo 
as well as the old, that when 1 am in a grouf 
beauties, I coDAider them as so many pretty pictai 
looking about me with as Uttle emotion, as 1 ii 
Hudson's; and if any thing fills mcwith admiraU 
it is the judicious arrangement of the tints and 
delicate touches of the painter. Art Teiy of 
seems almost to vie with nature: but myattentiot 
too frequently diverted by considering the terti 
and hue of the skin beneath ; and the picture ft 
to charm, while my Noughts are engrossed by 1 
wood and canvas. I am. Sir, 

Vour humble Servant, 

RUSTICUS, 

No. 47. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, i7i 

Hie mecam licit, bic, Jucence, quicgiiid 
h bjucam tibi vtliei-il, hquarit. Mxiir. 

Here, witlings, here with M&ckliD talk four fill. 
On pm;8, or politicfl, or what jou will. 
It has hitherto been imagined, that though we hi 
pipialled, if not surpassed, the ancients in otl 
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fBi&l arts, ve have not yet be^n able to ariire at 
jtt h«ight of eloquence, whicli was possessed ia so 
Uzingamaiinerby the Grecian and Koman orators. 
Wether this has been owing to anypeculiar orgaiii- 
(aon of our tongues, or whether it has proceeded 
Im our natiooal We of taciturnity, 1 shall not take 
ton me to determine : but I will now venture to 
Eiim, that the present times might furnish us with a. 
OK surprising number of line speakers, than have 
tvn set down by TuHy in his treatise De Claris 
ntoribus. foreigners cou uo losger otyect to us. 
At the northern coldness of our climute has (as it 
ere) pursed up our lips, and that we are afraid to 
pea uut mouths : the charm is at length dissolved; 
Bd our people, who before oifected the gravity and 
lence of ^e Spaniards, have adopted and natu- 
klized the volubility of speech, aa well as the gay 
tanners, of the French. 
This change has been brought about by the public- 
pirited attempts of those elevated geuiu^es, who 
are instituted certain schools for the cultivation of 
Inquence ia all its branches. Hence U is, thut 
iut«ad of languid discourses from the pulpit, several 
ibernacles aoii meeting-houses hare been set up, 
'here lay-preachers may display all the powers of 
tatory in sighs and groans, and emulate a Whittield 
r » Wesley in all the tigurea of rhetoric. And not 
nly the enthusiast has his conventicles, but even 
le free-thinker boasts bis societies, where he may 
Did forth against religion in tropes, metaphors, and 
miles. The declamations weekly thuudcred out at 
tare- Market, and the subtle argumentations at the 
xibia Hood, I have formerly celebrated : it now 
imaios to pay my respects to the Martin Luther of 
le age, (as ho frequently calls himself) the great 
'ator Macklin : who, by declaiming himself, and 
lentng a school for the disputations of others, has 
jpadboth the above plans together, and formed the 
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Britiuh Imiuisition. Here, whatever concerns lul 
world of taste and literature, in debuted : out nkl 
and bloods, who had been used to frequent CotmI 
Garden merely for the sake of whoring and driakiif. 
now resort thither for reason and argument ; and ier 

S'azza begins to vie with the ancient portico, when f 
jcrates disputed. jlc: 

But what pleases me most in Mr. Macklin'3 in. W 
stitution is, that he has allowed the to{)g;ues of nj K 
fair countrywomen their full play. Their oatonl F 
talents for oratory are so excellent and numerous, r 
tiiat it seems more owing to the envy than prudence P 
of the other sex, that they should be denied tin f 
opportunity of eserting them. The remarkaUi [ 
tendency in our politest ladies, ' to talk, though tbe^ I 
have nothing to say,' and the torrent of eloquence, I 
that pours (ou the most trivial occasions) from tbe 
lips of those females, called scolds, give abundaol ' 
proofs of that command of words, and How of elo- 
quence, which so few men have been able to attain. 
Again, if action is the life and soul of an oration, 
how many advantages have the ladies in this parti- 
dutar? The waving of a snowy arm, artfully shaded 
with the enchanting slope of a double rulne, would 
have twenty times the force of the stiff see-saw of a 
Biale orator : and when they come to the most ani- 
mated parte of the oration, which demand uaconi- 
mon warmth and agitation, we should be vanquished 
by the heaving breast, and all those other charms, 
which the modern dress is so well calculated to 
display. 

Since the ladies are thus undeniably endued with 
diese and many other accomplishments for oratory, 
that no place should hitherto have been opened for 
their exerting them, is almost unaccountable. The 
lower order of females have, indeed, long ago in- 
Btituted an academy of this kind at the other end of 
.tbe town, where oysters and eloquence are in egnrf 
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lection : but the politer part of the fatnalo world 
shitherlohatl DO further opportunity of exercising 
r abilities, thao the common occasions which a 
r c&p or peteulair, the tea or the card-table, have 
ided them. 1 am therefore heartily glad, that a 
B is at length put in execution, which will eacou- 
e their propensity to talking, and enlarge their 
tes of conyeraalion : but t would more particu- 
y recomniend it to all ladies of a clEiraorous dia- 
^ton, to attend at Macklin's : that the impetuous 
tam of eloquence, which, for wint of another 
it, bas long been poured on their servants or 
innds, may now be carried- oft' by another more 
eeabk channel. 

teould not have thought it possible, that this un- 
teking would have subsisted two nights, without 
ting all the female tongues from St. James's to 
liple-Bar in motion. But the ladies have hitherto 
U dumb ; and female eloquence seems as unlikely 
display itself in public as ever. Whether their 
desty will not permit them to open their mouths in 
timlwllowed air of Co vent-Garden, I know not: 
tl an rather inclined to think, that the questions 
iposed have not been sufficiently calculated for 
) female part of the assembly. They might per- 
ptbe tempted to debate, ' whether fanny Murray 

Lady were the properest to lead the 

ihion;' 'to what lengths a lady might proceed 
Ihout the loss of her reputation ;' — or ' whether 
I beautifying lotion or the royal washball were 
! most excellent cosmetics.' It might also be ex- 
isted, in complaisance to the fair sex, that the In- 
isitor should now and then read a dissertation on 
Ural and artificial beauty ; iu which he might 
itb that softness and delicacy peculiar to himself) 
iJyze a lady's face, and give examples of the ogle, 
! simper, the smUe, the languish, the dimple, &c. 
Lh a word or two on the use and benefit of (laiut. 
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But these points I shall leave to Mr. S 
consider "' ' "' -. - . 



power to oblige the public with a lady's a[ii 
shall fill up the remainder of my paper M 
oration, which my correspoodent is desirous 
appear in print, though he had not sufficieol 
deuce to deliver it at the Inquisition, 

QUESTION. ■ 

Whether the Stage might not be made jj^^ 

cive to virtue and morality ! ' 

Mr. Inquisitor, 

The ancient drama had, wc know, a religi 
well as political view .- and was designed toi 
the audience with a reverence to the gods and 
of their country. Our owti stage, upon pari 
occasions has been made to answer the same 
Thus we may remember during the last reb. 
besides the loyalty of the fiddles in the orchest 
were inspired with the detestation of ^e Po[ 
Pretender by the Nonjuror, the Jesuit Caught 
kiu Warbeck, or the Popish Impostor, and 
other politico -religious dramas. 

But there is a species of the drama, yr\at 
not yet been mentioned by any of the gentlemei 
have spoke to the question, and which is vei 
ficient in pointof moral: I mean pantomimes. 
Law has been very severe on the impiety of i 
senting heathen gods and goddesses before a 
Christian audience : and to this we may add, 
Harlequia is but a wicked sort of a fellow. ■ 
always running after the girls. For my part I 
often blushed to see this impudent rake endeavo 
to creep up Columbine's petticoats, and at i 
times patting her neck, and laying his legs upa 
lap. Nobody will say, indeed, that there is i 
virtue and morality in these entertainments : ihi 



THE CONNOISSEUR. 241 



pkist be coDfesscd to tlie bonour of our neighbour- 
g house here, that the Necromancer and the 
^erer, after having played many unchristian 
'Bilks upon the stage, are at last fairly sent to the 
^p, I would therefore recommend it to our 
iatomime-writers, that instead of the Pantheon, or 
wd comedies, they would take their subjects from 
kine old Garland, moral ballad, or penny history 
>ok. Suppose, for example, they were to give us 
l« story of Patient G rizzle in dumb shew : setting 
iltb, as bow a noble lord fell in love with her, as he 
as huntingi^and there you might have the scene 
r the spinning wheel, and the song of the early 
pan ; — and as bow, after many trials of her patience, 

fB<^ they might represent by machinery, this lord 
last married her;^and then you may have a grand 
^ple and dance. The other house have already 
irnved the good old story of Fortunatna's wishing 
BB ; and as they are fond of introducing little 
nildren in their entertainments, suppose they were 
ft^eshibit a pantoinirae of the Three Children in the 
Wood; — 'twould be vastly pretty to see the paate- 
hxud robin -red; breast let down by wires upon tho 
Ittge to cover the poor innocent babes with paper 
btves. But if they must have fairies and genii, I 
■Quid advise them to take their stories out of that 
Itetty little book, called the Fairy Tales. I am 
jute, instead of ostriches, dogs, horses, lions, mon- 
eys, Ike. we should be full as well pleased to see 
|l> Wolf and little Red Hiding-Hood : and we 
Would laugh vastly at the adventures of Puss in 
Boots. 1 need not point out the excellent moral 
irllicb would be inculcated by representations of 
iis kind; aud 1 am contidentthey would meet with 
jbe deserved applause of all the old women and 
iliildren in both galleries. 0. 
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N« «. THURSDAY, DECBMB 

Agf, liberiate Dtceabri, 

Qaande ila mitjom volaenM, ntert.— 
Come, let U8, like onr jovial sirca of ol 
With ganibolg and mince-pies "■ 

At this season of the year it has always tx 
toraary for the lower pact of the world to 
titeir gratitude to their benefactors ; while i 
a. more elevated genius among them clotl 
thoughts in a Idnd of holiday drtss, and 
the year rise into poets. Thus the belliD 
good night to ull his masters and mistresses 
jilets ; the news-carrier hawks bis own vers 
the very lamp-lighter addresses his worl 
tomera in rhyme. As a servant to the p 
should be wanting in the due respect to my 
if I also did not take this earliest opporl 
paying them the compliments of the sea«Qii, 
the phrase of their barbers, tailors, shoeatak 
other tradesmen) wish them a merry Chiiat 
a l^ppy new year. 

Those old-fashioned mortals, who have I 
customed to look upon this season with ei 
nary devotion, I leace to con over the exf 
of it in Nelson : it shall at present be myba 
show the difieTent methods of celebratiDgit 
kingdoms. With the generality Christmas 1 
upon as a festival in the roost literal sei 
held sacred by good eating and drinking. T 
deed, are the- most distinguishing marks o: 
mas: the revenue from the mall:-tax, and 
upon wines, &c. on account of these twel 
has always been found to increase conHi 
and it is impossible to conceive the slaught 
made among the poidtry and the hogs in 
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f the counlry, to furnish the prodi^oua num- 
bf turkeys and chines, and collars of brawn, that 
'd up, as presents, to the metropolis cin this oo- 
on. The Jolly cit looks upon this joyous time of 
pag, with as much pleasure as on the treat of a 
'-elected alderman, or a lord-mayor's day. Nor 
Ihe country farmer rail more against the game- 
than many worthy citizens, who have ever since 
k debarred of their annual hare ; while their ladies 
'berer enough regret their loss of the opportu- 
■ of displaying dicir skill, in making a most 
tdlcnt pudding in the belly. But these notable 
Bewives have still the cunsolation of hearing 
r guests commend the mince-pies without meat, 
di ve are assured were made at home, and not 
tiie ordinary heavy things from the pastry- 
k's. These good people would, indeed, look 
D the absence of mince-pies as the highest vio- 
an of Christmas ; and have remarked with con- 
1 the disregard that has been shewn of late years 
hat old ^English repast : for this excellent British 
' is as essential to Christmas, as pancake to 
oVe Tuesday, tansy to Easter, furmity to Mid- 
, Sunday, or goose to Michaelmas day. And 
f think it no wonder that our finical gentry should 
BO loose in their principles, as well as weak in 
ir bodies, when the solid, substantial, Protes- 
:miaee-pie has given place among them to the 
hBii Catholic aumlets, and the light, putty, hete- 
axpets de reliyKUiei. 

La this season used formerly to be welcomed in 
i more than nsual jollity in the country, it is pro- 
ta that the Christmas remembrances, with which 
Waggons and stage-coaches are at this time 
fed, first took their rise from the laudable CU8- 
I af distributing provisions at this severe quarter 
ie year to the poor. But these presents are 
' sclduui sent to those who are really in want of 
Y 2 
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them, bgt ore desigoed as comgili meats to the | 
from tbeir iiiferiora, aud come chiefly from the tc 
to his rich landlord, or from the rector of a fat Ir 
as a kind of tythe, to his patron. Nor is thi 
hospitable English custom, of keeping open'!; 
for the poor neighbourhood, any longer regu 
We might as soon expect to see plum-porridg 
a tureen at the ordinary at White's, as that the 
of a manor should assemble his poor tenants to i 
at the great house. The servants now 
Christmas ale by themselves in the ball, ' 
the squire gets drunk with his brother foxbunti 
the smoking-room. 

There is no rank of people so heartily rejoic 
the arrival iif this joyful season, as the oirder ol 
rants. Journeymen, and apprentices, and the 1 
sort of people in general, No master or mistD 
so rigid as to refuse them a holiday ; and by rei 
able good luck the same circumstance, which 
them an opportunity of diverting themselTeg, 
cures them money to support it, by the tax \ 
custom has imposed upon us in the ardcle of Cfart! 
boxes. The butcher and the baker send their 
neymen and apprentices to levy contributioni 
their customers, which are paid back again ii 
usual fees to Mr. John and Mrs. Mary. This st 
the tradesman as a pretence to lengthen out hia 
and the master and mistress to lower the wa^ 
account of the vaita. The Christmas box was 
merly the bounty of weil-disposed people, who 
willing to contribute something towards rew&i 
the industrious, and supplying them with nee* 
ries. But the gift is now almost demanded as a r 
and our Journeymen, apprentices, &c. are groy 
polite, that instead of reserving their Christmas 
for its original use, their ready cash serres 
only for present pocket-money; and instead q 
siting their friends and relations, they commenci 
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phbe gentlemen of the week. The sixpenny hop is 

C^iowded with ladies and gentlemen from the kitchen ; 

l^b syrens of Catherine-street charm many a holiday 

Bt&Ilant into their snares ; and the play-houses are 

iSBed with beaux, wits, and critics, from Cheapside 

^Uid White-Chapel.. The barrows are surrounded 

^>p^thraw tads setting their halfpence against oranges ; 

mhd the greasy cards and dirty cribbage-board em- 

^oy the genteeler gamesters in every ale-house. A 

inerry Christmas has ruined many a promising young 

fellow, who has been flush of money at the beginning 

of the week, but before the end of it has committed 

a robbery on the till for more. 

Biit in the midst of this general festivity there 
are some so far from giving into any extraordinary 
merriment, that they seeioi more gloomy Ihan usual, 
Ithd appear with face's as dismal as the montti in 
which Christmas is celebrated. I have heard a 
plodding citizen most grievously complain of the 
great expense of house-keeping at this season, when 
his own and his wife's relations claim the privilege 
of kindred tb eat him out of house and home ; tlien 
again, considering the present total decay of trade, 
and the great load of taxes, it is a shame, they 
think, that poor shopkeepers should be so fleeced and 
plundered, under the pretence of Christmas-boxes. 
jSut if tradesmen have any reason to murmur at 
Christmas, many of their customers, on the other 
hand, tremble at its reproach; as it is made a sanc- 
tion to every petty mechanic, to break in upon their 
joy, and disturb a gentleman's repose at this time 
by bringing in his bill. 

Others, who used to be very merry at this season, 
haverwithin this year or two been quite disconcerted. 
To put them out of their old way, is to put them out 
of humour ; they have therefore quarrelled with the 
almanack, and refuse to keep their Christme^s ac- 
cording to act of parliament. My cousin Village 
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informs me, that this obatinacy is very 
the country; and that maay still persist 
eleren days for their mirth, and deter their Chri»I- 
mas till the blowiug of tlie Glastonbury thorn. In 
some, indeed, this cavillingwith the calender has been I 
only the result of close economy ; who, by evading 
the e:(pense of keeping Christmas with the rest of 
the world, tiad means to neglect it, wben the gene- 
ral time of celebrating it is over. Many hare 
availed themselves of this expedient: and I am ac- 
quainted with a couple, who are enraged at the 
New Style on another account; because it pnts 
them to double expenses, by robbing them of the 
opportunity of keeping Christmas-day and their wed- 
ding-day at the same time. 

As to persons of fashion, this annual carnival is 
worse to them than Lent, or the empty town in the 
middle of summer. The boisterous merriment, and 
awkward affectation of politeness among the vulgar, 
interrupts the course of their refined pleasures, and 
drives them out of town for the holidays. The few 
who remain are'very much at a loss how to disposeof 
their time; for the theatres at this season are opened 
only for the reception of school-boys and appren- 
tices, and there is no public place where n person of 
&shion can appear, without being surrounded with 
tile dirty inhabitants of St. Giles's, and the brutes 
from the Wappiug side of Westminster. These 
unhappy sufferers are really to be pitied; and since 
Christmas-day has to persons of distinction a. great 
deal of insipidity about it, I cannot enough ap- 
plaud an ingenious lady, who sent cards round to all 
ner acquaintance, inviting them to a rout on that 
day; which they declared was the happiest thought 
in the world, because Christmas-day is so like 
Sunday. 
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Ko. 49. THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 176d. 

Est in CQfuUio matrona, admotaque lanis 
EmeritA qiue cesser acu : sententia prima 
HnQUB erit; post hanc tetate atque arte minores 
Censebunt : tanqmmfamce discrimen agatury 
Aut animtB tanta est quarendi curadecoris, Juv. 

Here ev'ry belle, for taste and beauty known, 

Shall meet to fix the fashion of a gowH ; 

Of caps and ruffles hold the grave debate. 
As of their lives they would decide the fate, 
life, soul, and all, would claim th' attention less. 
For life and soul is centered all — ^in dress. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
^ONTES.TED elections and double returns being at 
ifesent the general topic of discourse, a subject in 
mich the ladies, methinks, are but little concerned, 
/have a scheme to propose to you in their behalf, 
ihich I doubt not but you, as their professed patron, 
riU use your eloquence to recommend, and youi 
athority to enforce. It has long been a matter of 
ial concern to every well-wisher to the fair sex, 
lat the men should be allowed the free choice f 
q^resentatives, to whom they can make every real or 
retended grievance known, while the women are 
eprived of the same privilege ; when in reality they 
Bive many grievances utterly unknown and un- 
lought of by the men, and which cannot be re« 
ressed but by a female parliament. 

I do not, indeed, pretend to the honour of first 
'ejecting this scheme, since an assembly of this na- 
jre has been proposed before : but as it appears to 
e so necessary, I would advise that writs be im- 
ediately issued out for calling a parliament of wo- 
en ; which for the future should assemble every 
inter, and be dissolved every third year. My rea- 
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SOD for shoneDing the time of their sitting pn 
from the reflection, that full as much biiainei 
be done, at (east &a many speeches will be 
by women in tliree years, as by men in seven 
this assembly every county and city in ED^Ianc 
send two members ; but from this privilege I 
utterly exclude every borough, »b we shall pre 
sec that they cftn have no l>usineH3 to trans&ct 
But as I would have Uieir number at least ei] 
thut of the other parliament, the deficiency i 
be supplied by the squares and great streets 
court end of the town, each of which should 
presented by one of their own inhabitants. Ii 
ble imitation of the Houses of Lords and Con 
the ladies of peers (whether spiritual or ten 
should sit here in their own right, the oth 
election only; any woman to be qualified, 
bushaod, or even whose father (for I would 
means exclude the unmarried ladies) is qi 
to be chosen into the other. In the same n 
whatever entitles the husband or father t 
at that election, should entitle his wife or 
t«r to vote at this. 

Having settled this point, it now remains te 
the subjeclsnhich they are to treat of ; and d) 
■hall find to be, indeed, of the last importance 
think you, Sir, of the rise and fall of fashion 
much consequence to them as the rise and 
kingdoms is to us ? of the commencing a u 
quaintance, equivalent to our makiug a new a 
and adjusting the cereroooial of a rout or bali 
teresting as the preliminaries of a treaty or 
gress 7 These subjects, and these alone, w 
ciently employ them every sessions ; aud : 
judgment must be final, bow delightful will 
have bills brought in to determine how mant 
of the leg or neck may lawfully be exposE 
many courtesies at a public place amount F 
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, ind wKat are the precise privileges of 
kfortuDe, that entitle the possessors to give 
¥ drums, on week-daya or on Sundays. Who- 
ild presume to transgress against these laws 
^UDished suitably to their ajffucea ; and be 
rom public placi^s, or be co'J^demned to do 
I linsey-woolsey ; or if any female should 
,_liiTicted of immodesty, she might be outlawed; 
fl then (as these lawa would not bind the nymphs 
1)rury) we should easily distinguish a modest wo- 
^a, as the phrase is, if not by her looks, at least 
f bei dress and appearance; and the victorious 
uny might then be suffered to strike bold strokes 
IhoDt rivalry or imitation. If a man, too, should 
■ found so grossly offending against the laws of 
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pijliioii, as to refuse a member a bow at a play, or ^^H 
^|i^ute at a wedding, how suitably would he be pu- ^^| 
^hcd by being reprimanded on his knees in such ^^H 
ffl assembly, and by so line a woman as we may ^^* 
tlippose the speaker would be ? Then, doubtless, 
Vnuld a grand committee sit on the affair of hoops ; 
Idid were they established in their present form by 
ptoper authority, doors and boxes might be altered 
Ud enlarged accordingly. Then should we talk as 
I^Uiarly of the visit bill as of the marriage bill ; and 
pitli what pleasure should we peruse the regulations 
pr the committee of dress ? Every lover of decorum 
ITould be pleased to hear, that refractory females 
Were taken jutu custody by the usher of the back fan. 
ItTie double return of a visit would occasion as many 
l^ebates as the double return for a certain county ; | 
ud at the eve of an election, how pretty would it be | 
n see the ladies of the shire going about mounted o: 
uifiv white palfreys, and canvassing for votes. 
, "tin this great purpose is attained, I see not hof 
ttie visible enormities in point of dress, and failure 
Uv point of ceremony, can effectually be prevented. 
But then, and not before, I shall hope to see politr 
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ness uiid good breeding distinguished from form 
and aA'ectatiun anddreases invented that will impi 
not diminish the charms of the fair, and ratheTHJ 
come than disguise the wearers. 

■ve I am. Sir, yours, &c. 

Timothy CanvaslI^ 

I am much obliged to my correspondent for bji 
letter, and heartily wish that this scheme was CBsnd 
into execution. The liberties daily taken in pointd 
dress demand proper restrictions. The ancients nt- 
tled their national habit by law : bat the dress of ok 
own country ia so very fluctuating, that if the gnil 
grandmothers of the present generatjon were to axiie 
tiiey would not be able to guess at their postetit] 
from their dress, but would fancy themselves in a 
strange country. As these affairs fall mora imme- 
diately under the cognizance of the ladies, the k- 
male world in general would soon be sensible of the 
advantages accruing from a female parliament; ssi 
tiiough ladies of fashion might probably claim some 
peculiar liberties in dress by their privilege, it might 
naturally be expected that this wise assembly would 
at least keep the rest of the sex in order : nor suffer 
enormous hoops to spread themselves across the 
whole pavement, to the detriment of all honest men 
going upon business along the street ; nor permit Ibe 
chandler's wife to retail half-quarterns from behind 
the counter, in a short stomacher and without si 
handkerchief. 

I am aware that a considerable objection may be 
brought against this scheme ; to wit, that a female ' 
parliament (like those of the men} may be subjecl 
to corruption, and made dependent on a court, Tbe 
enormous Elizabeth ruff, and the awkward Queen 
of Scots mgb, are fatal iustances of the evil iufin- 
ence which courts have upon fashions ; and as no 
can tell the power, which a British qneen might 
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» the councils of a female parliament, futuie 
Ight perhaps seethe stays bo Utc red out into 
'icks, or the petticoats letdown to conceal 
r leg, from tiie same servile complaisance 
'arped the necks of Alexander's coiirliers. 
Bat though a parliament on the foregoing scheme 
H not yet taken place, an institution of the like 
lure has been contrived among the order of fe- 
ales who (as I mentioned iu a former paper) ad- 
"ttiBe for gentlemen to play at cards with them. 
le reader may remember, that some time ago, an 
pertiaement appeared iu the public papers, from 
I Coveot-Garilen Society ; in which it was s^ 
&, that one of their members was voted common, 
litis very society is composed of those agreeable 
tng ladies, whose business it is to play at cards 
h those gentlemen, who have good nature and 
IJbrfune sulGcient to sit down contented with being 
losers. It is divided, like the upper and tower 
■Woiises of Parliament, into Ladies and Commons. , 
^The upper order of card-players take their seats ac- 
cording to the rank of those who game at high stakes 
Ji^ith them ; while the CommouB are made up of the 
lower sort of gamblers within the hundreds of Drury 
«Bd Covent^Garden. Every one is obliged to pay 
A certain tax out of her card-money; and the revenue 
^Msing from it is applied to the levying of hoop-pet- 
tiooftts, sacks, petenlairs, caps, handkerchiefs, 
«prons, &c. to be used out nightly according to the 
exigence and degree of the members. Many revola- 
ttoDs have happened in this society since its inBtitl^' 
tion : a commoner iu the space of a few weeks hu 
been called up to the House of Ladies; and another, 
Vrlib at first sat as peeress, has been suddenly d<~ 
graded, and voted common. 

More particulars of this society have not come ■ 
iny knowledge ; but their design seems to be, ' 
orect a commonwealth of themselves, and to resci 
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their liberties from being ioTadedby those who btnj 
presumed fo tyrannize over them. If this practict] 
of playing their own canis, and shuffling for tbeii- 
selves, should generally prevail among all the apW-l^j 
able young gamesters ofCovent-Garden, I 
, cerned to think what will become of the v 
eisterhood of Douglas, Haddock, and Noble, 
well as the fraternity of Harris, Derry, and the rett L 
of those gentlemen, who have hitherto acted it 
groom -porters, and had the principal direction ofllK 
game. From such a combination it may greatly be 
feared, that the honourable profession of pimp will 
in a short time become as useless as that ot a Fle«l- 
parson. 

No. 50. THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 1765. 



Percipit humonea odium, ludaque videnda^, 
Ut libi consiacanl marenti pectore Uthwn. 

O deaf to nature, and to Heav'n's conuaand ! — 
Against thyself to lift the murd'ring hand ! 
O danin'd deivur ! — to shun the living light. 
And plunge thy guilty bduI iu endless uighl ! 

The last sessions deprived us of the only surviving 
member of a society, which (during its short exist- 
ence) was equal both in principles and practice W 
the Mohocks and Hell- Fire-Club of tremendouB 
memory. This society was composed of a few brokea 
gamesters and desperate young rakes, who tbreif 
the small remains of their bankrupt fortunes into oat 
common stock, and thence assumed the name of the 
Last Guinea Club. A short life and a merry one 
was their favourite ma.\im; and they determined, 
when their finances should be quite exhausted, to 
die as they had lived, like gentlemen. Some of dieir 
members had the luck to get a rejirieve by a good 



~ V^n at cards, and others by snapping up n ricli 
■~ "-lieiress or o, dowager ; while the rest, who were not 
" '^Sut off in the natural way by duels or the gallowa, 
'' -^^ry resolutely made their qmielvs with laudanum or 
" %}ie pistol. The last that remained of this society had 
" "Very calmly prepared fur his own execution; he had 

* '«jocfced bis pistol, deliberately placed the muzzle of 
■* it to his temple, and was just going to pull the trig- 
~ BGr, when he bethought himself that be could employ 
' ft to better purpose upon Hounslow Heath. This 
' trave man, however, had but a very short respite, 
' and was obliged to suffer the igaominy of going out 
- of the world in the vulgar way by an halter. 

The enemies of play will perhaps consider those 
gentlemen, who boUlly stake their whole fortunes at 

• the gaming-table, in the same view with these des- 
peradoes ; and they may even go so far as to regard 
the polite and honourable assembly at White's as 
a kind of Last Guinea Club. Nothing, they will say 
is so fluctuating as the property of a gamester, who 

' (when luclc runs against him) throws away whole 
acres at every cast of the dice, and whose houses 
are as unsure a possession, as if they were built with 
cards. Many, indeed, have been reduced to their 
last guinea at this genteel gaming-house ; but the 
i most inveterate enemies to White's must allow, that 
I it is but now and then, that a gamester of quality, 
r -who looks upon it as a toss-up whether there is ano- 
ther world, takes his chance, and dispatches him- 
i self, when the odds are against him in this. 

But however free the gentlemen of White's may 
be from any imputation of this kind, it must be con- 
fessed, that suicide begins to prevail so generally, 
that it is the most gallant esploit, by which our mo- 
dern heroes choose to signalize themselves ; anj in 
this, indeed, they behave with uncommon prowess. 
From the days of Plato down to these, a suicide 
has always been compared to a soldier on guard dc- 
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serting his post; but I should rather consider a 
of these desperate men, who rush on certain dei 
as a body of troops sent out on the Korlom Hi 
They meet eyery face of death, however horri' 
with the utmost resolution : some blow their bn 
out with a pistol ; some expire, like Socrates, 
poiBon; some fall, like Cato, on tlie point of ^ 
own swords; and others, who have lived like Ni 
aifect to die like Seneca, and bleed to deadi. ' 
most exulted geniuses I ever remember to have tu 
of, were a party of reduced gamesters, who brai 
resolved to pledge each other in a bowl of laudan 
I was also lately iDtormed of a gentleman, who i 
among his UHual companions at the gaming-table 
day before he made away with himself, and co 
questioned them which they thought the easiest 
genteelest method of going out of the woHd; 
tiiere is as much differeuce between a mean pe 
and a man of quality in their manner of destnr 
themselves, as in their manner of living. The { 
sneaking wretch, starving in a garret, tucks him 
up in his list garters ; a secuud, crost iu love, dro' 
himself, like a blind puppy, in Rosamond's Po 
and a third cuts his throat with his own razor, 
the man of fashion almost always dies by a pis 
and even the cobbler of any spirit goes oil' by a d 
or two extraordinary of ^in. 

But this false notion of courage, however n< 
it may appear to the desperate and abandoned 
reality amounts to no more than the resolution of 
highwayman, who shoots himself with his own pis 
when he finds it impossible to avoid being tal 
All practicable means, therefore, should be deri 
to extirpate such absurd bravery, and to mail 
appear every way horrible, odioua, contemptible, 
ridjculous. From reading the public prints a 
reigncr might be naturally led lo imagim 
are the most lunatic people in the whole 
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terery day informs us, that the coroner's inquest 
sat on the boily of some miserable suicide, and 
ight in their verdict lunacy; but it is very well 
•vn, that the inquiry has not been made into the 
B of mind of the deceased, but into his fortune 
family. The law has indeed provided, that the 
berate self-murderer should be treated like a 
je, and denied the rites of burial : but among 
dieds of lunatics by purchase, I never kuew this 
tence executed but on one poor cobbler, who 
ged himself in his own stall. A pennyless poor 
', who has not left enough to defray the funeral 
rges, may perhaps be excluded the church yard: 
self-murdei by a pistol genteelly mounted, or the 
ns-hilled sword, qualifies the polite owner for a 
Iden death, and entitles him to a pompous burial, 
i a monument setting forth his virtues in West- 
leter-Abbey. Every man in his sober senses roust 
A, that the most severe laws that could possibly 
ooatrived were enacted against suicides. This 
tcking bravado never did (and I am confident 
Var will 1) prevaU among the more delicate and 
tda sex in our own nation : though history informs 
that liie Roman ladies were once so infatuated 
to throw off the softness of their nature, and com- 
t violence on themselves, tUI the madness was 
■bed by exposing their naked bodies iu the public 
eets. This, 1 think, would afford an hint for 
Itt^ the like marks of ignominy on our male sni- 
es; and I would have every lower wretch of this 
t dragged at the cart's tail, and afterwards hung 
jbaina at his own door, or have his quarters put 
in terroran in the most public places, as a rebel 
lis Maker. But that the suicide of quality might 
treated with more respect, he should be mdulged 
laving his wounded corpse and shattered brains 
l^a it were) iu state tor some days ; uf which 
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dreadl'ul spectacle we may conceiT« the faomnfK 
the following picture drawn by Dryden : — 

Tbe alayer orhimseirtoo saw I there ; 
The gore congeal' cl was clotted in his hair : 
Witb ejes halfclos'd, and mouth wide ope he Ihj, 
And grim as when he brealh'd his sullen soul awlf 
Dkyden's Pauu 

The common murderer has his skeleton preicrTtI 
at Surgeon's Hall in order to deter others from beiq 
guilty of the same crime ; and 1 think it would Kt 
' be improper to have a charnel-house set apart I 
ceive the bones of these more unnatural self- 
dcrcrs, in which monuiuenta should be erected ginnj 
aa account of their deaths, and adorned with tfi> 
glorious ensigns of their rashness, the rope, tbe 
knife, the sword, or the pistol. 

The cause of these frequent self-murders amoof 
us has been generally imputed to the peculiar tem- 
perature of our climate. Thus a dull day is looked 
upon as a natural order of execution, and EnglishniH 
must necessarily shoot, hang, aud drown themselvu 
in November. That our spirits are in some measme 
inHuenced by the air cannot be denied ; but we «rt 
not such mere barometers, as Lo be driven to despw 
and death by the small degree of gloom, that out 
winter brings with it. If we hare not so much 
shine as some countries in the world, we have ma- 
nitely more than many others ; and I do not hear thai 
men dispatch themselves by dozens in Itussia a 
Sweden, or that they are unable to keep up their 
spirits even in the total darkness of Greenland, Our 
climate exempts us from many diseases, to which 
other more southern nations are naturally subjeci: 
and 1 can never be persuaded, that being born near 
the North-pole is a physical cause for self- murder. 

" Bspair, indi ed, is tbo natural cause of tbew 

)cking actions; but this is commonly despair 
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Inght on by wilful estravagaace aaJ debauchery, 
[lese first involve men in difficulties, and then death 
ODce delivers tbein of their lives and their tares, 
I Box my part, when I see a young profligate wanUinly 

auaudering his fortune in bagnios or at the gaming- 
ile, 1 connot help looking on hira as hastening his 
B death, and in a manner digging his owu grave. 
c is at last induced to kill himself by motives 
|K froo) bis vices, 1 consider him as dying of 
kdisease, which those vices naturally produce. 
R extravagance has been chiefly iu lusurious 
gand drinking, I imagine him poisoned by his 
"^ines, or surfeited by a favourite dish; and if he 
*tias thrown away his estate in bawdy houses, I con- 
tiude him destroyed by rottenness and filthy disease. 
Another principal cause of the frequency of suicide 
is the uoble spirit of free-thinking, which has diffused 
ilfielf among all ranks of people. The libertine of 
feshion has too refined a taste to trouble himself at 
all about a soul or au hereafter : but the vulgar'infi- 
del is at wonderful pains to get rid of bis Bible, and 
labonrs to persuade himself out of his religion. For 
ifais purpose he attends constantly at (be disputing 
Societies, where he hears a great deal about free-will, 
'■five-agency, and predestination, till at length he is 
convinced that man is at liberty to do as he pleases, 
lays his misfortunes to the charge of Providence, 
and. comforts himself that he was inevitably destined 
to be tied up in his own garters. The courage of 
tiiese heroes proceeds from tbe same principles, whe.- 
tiier they fall by their own hands, or those of Jack 
Ketch : the suicide of whatever rank looks death in 
the face without shrinking; as the gallant rogue 
affects an easy unconcern under Tyburn, tlirowa 
away the psalm-book, bids the cart drive ufl' 
an oath, and swings like a gentleman. 

If this madness should continue to grow more and 
more epidemical, it will be expedient lu liavc a bill of 
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suicides distinct from the common bill of mortil 
brought in yearly ; in which should be set down, 
number of suicides, their methods of destroy 
themselves, and the likely causes of their doii^p 
In this, I believe, we should find but few martyn 
the weather ; but their deaths would commonly 
imputed to despair, produced by some causes sisH 
to the following. In the little sketch of a biU 
suicide underneath, I have left blanks for the di 
of the year, as well as for the number of self-n 
derers, their manner of dying, &c. which woi 
naturally be filled up by the proper persons, if ei 
this scheme should be put in execution. 

Bill of Suicide for the year 



Of Newmarket Races 

Of Kept Mistresses 

Of ElectioneeriDg 

Of Lotteries 

Of French Claret, French 
Lace, French Cooks, and 
French Disease 

OfWhite's 

Of Chinese Temples, &c 

Of a Country 8eat 

Of a Town House 

Of Fortone-huntiiig 



Of a Tour through France U 

Italy 

Of Lord BoliDgbroke 

Of the Robin Hood Society 

Of an Equipage 

Of a Dog Kennel 

Of Covent Garden 

Of Plays, Operas, Conceit 

Ma8querades,Routs,Dram! 

&c 

Of keeping the best Con 

pany 



No. 61. THUHSDAY, JANUARY, 16, 175! 

Adde quod absumunt vtres, peruntque labore : 
Adde quod alterius sur mutu degitur tetas, 
Lahitur interea res, et vadinumiafiunt, 
Languent officia, atque agrotatfama vacillans. 

LOGRET. 

When haughty mistresses our souls enthral, 
They waste our strength, our fortune, fame, and all, 
Mortgage on mortgage loads the banlurupt cull, 
Who gives up wealth and honour for a trull. 

Since pleasure is almost the only pursuit of a fii 
gentleman, it is very necessary, for the maintaiiiii 
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nifi consequence and character, that he should hare 
^^ girl in keeping. Intriguing with women of fashion, 
^Wid debauching tradesmens' daughters, naturally 
^aappen in the common course of gallantry ; but this 
^Qonyenient female, to fill up the intervals of business, 
$B liie principal mark of his superior taste and quality. 
JBvery priggish clerk to an attorney, or pert appren- 
tiee, can throw away his occasional ^inea in Covent 
Oarden ; but the shortness of their finances will not 
permit them to persevere in debauchery with the air 
and spirit of a man of quality. The kept mistress 
^which those half-reprobates dare not thmk of ) is a 
constant part of the retinue of a complete fine gen- 
tleman ; and is, indeed, as indispensable a part of 
his equipage, as a French valet de chamhrey or a 
four-wheeled post-chaise. 

It was formerly the fashion apiong the ladies to 
keep a monkey. At that time every woman of qua- 
lity thought herself obliged to follow the mode ; and 
even the merchant's wives in the city had their 
fashionable pugs to play tricks and break china. A 
girl in keeping is as disagreeable to some of our men 
of pleasure, as pug was to some ladies ; but they 
must have one to spend money and do mischief, 
that they may be reckoned young fellows of spirit. 
Hence it happens that many gentlemen maintain 
girls, who, in fact, are little more than their nominal 
mistresses ; for they see them as seldom, and behave 
to them with as much indifference, as if >they wore 
their wives ; however, as the woman in a manner 
bears their name, and is maintained by them, they 
may appear in the world with the genteel character 
of a keeper. I have known several gentlemen take 
great pains to heighten their reputation in thin way ; 
and turn off a first mistress, merely because she was 
not sufficiently known, for the sake of a celifbrati^d 
woman of the tovm, a dancer, or an actress ; and it 
is always the first step of an Eoglis bman of fashion 



after his arrival at Paris, to take one of the Fil 
d'Opera under his protection. It was but the 
day, that Vlorio went abroad, and left his girl 
roll about the town in a chariot, with an nnlinHl 
order on hia banker ; and almost as soon as he gVlKiflt 
France, took a smart girl off the stage, to mu^^ 
genteel a figure at Paris, In short, as a geDtlenU 
keeps running horses, goes to White's, and gets into 

fiarf lament, for the name of the thing ; so must lie 
ikewise have his kept mistress, because it is the 
fashion : and I was mightily pleased with hearing a 
gentleman once boast, that he lived like a. man of 
quality — ' For,' says he, ' I have a post-chaise and 
never ride in it; I have a wife and never see her; 
and I keep a mistress and never lie with her.' 

But, if these sort of keepers who never care a 
farthing for their mistresses, are to be laughed at, 
those who are really fond of their dulcineas are to 
be pitied. The most hen-pecked husband, that ever 
bore the grievous yoke of a shrew, is not half so 
miserable, as a man who is subject to the hu- 
mours aitd unaccountable caprice of a cunning slut, 
who finds him in her power. Her behaviour will 
continually give him new occasion of jealousy ; and, 
perhaps, she will really dispense her favours to every 
rake in town, that will bid up to her price. She 
will smde, when she wants money; be lasoleot, 
when she does uot; and in short leave no artifice 
untried, to plague his heart, and drain his pocket. 
A friend of mine used constantly to rail at the slavish 
condition of married men, and the tyranny of petti- 
coat government : ho therefore prudently resolved 
to live an uncontronled bachelor, and for that reason 
pitched upon a country girl, who should serve him 
as a handmaid. Determining to keep ber in a very 
anug and retired manner, he had even calculated 
how much she would save him in curtailmg his or- 
dinary expenses at taverns and bagnios : but this 
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e of ecuoomy did not last long; for the artiiil 
psoon contrived ' to wind her close into his easy 
,' and inveigled him to maintain her in all the 
ind eclat of ft first-rate lady of pleasure. 
• at first treated her with all the indifierence of a 
hionable husband : but as soon as she found her- 
lelf to be entire mistress of his afiections, it is sur- 
(rising to think what pains she took, to bring bim to 
)fs most abject compliance with all her whimsies, 
|bd to tame him to the patient thing he now is. A 
_.,h>wii on bis part would frequently cost bim a bro~ 
LJfcade, and a tear from her was sure to extort a new 
'(uidkercbief or an apron. Upon any slijtht quarrel 

O she would leave hini that moment : and 

though the baggage had more cunning than to hazard 
sn intrigue with any one else, she would work upon 
biB jealousy by continually twitting him with — She 
'fcnew a gendeman, who would scorn to use her so 
■barbarously,— and she would go to him, — if she 
could be sure she was not with child.— This last cir- 
cumstance was a coup de reserve, which never failed 
to bring about a reconciliation : nay, 1 have known 
ber make great use of breeding qualms upon occa- 
sion ; and things were once come to such an extre- 
■ni^, that she was even forced to have recourse to 
K sham miscairiage to prevent their separation. He 
has often been heard to declare, that if he ever had 
a child by her, it should take its chance at the 
Foundling Hospital. He had lately an opportunity 
of putting this to a trial : but the bare hinting such 
a barbarous design threw the lady into hysterics, 
fi^owever, he was determined that the babe, as sooa 
aa it was born, should be put out to nurse, — ho hated 
the squall of children. Well ! madam was brought 
to bed : she could not bear the dear infant out of her 
riH^t; and it would kill her not to suckle it herself. 

I father was therefore obliged to com[)ty; and an 
aintance caught him the other morning stirring 
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the pap, holding the clouts before the &e, aiid(ikl 
void) dwinilled into a mere nurse. Such is 
ttaDsformation of this kind keeper, whose char 
is still more ridiculous than that of a fondles 
among husbands. The amours, indeed, of tl 
fend souls, commonly end one of these two wa|i'.1 
Aey either liud themselves deserted by their nutr 
ttess, when she has effectually ruined their canslilar ( 
tion and estate ; or, after as many yeav3 
tion as would hare tired them of a wife, they gion I 
BO doatingly fond of their whore, that, by marnagCi I 
tbey make her an honest woman, and perhaps a luy I 
of quality . 

The most unpardonable sort of keepers are 
ried men, and old men. I ivill give tlie readers I 
short sketch of each of these characters, and lean 
bJm to judge for himself. 

Cyuthio, about two years ago, was married ta 
Clarinda, one of the finest women in the world. Hei ' 
temper and disposition were as agreeable as her per- 
son, and her chief endeavour was to please her hus- 
band. But Cynthio's folly and vanity soon got the 
better of his constancy and gratitude ; and it was 
not six months after his marriage, before be took s 
Orl he was formerly acquainted with into keeping. 
Bis dear Polly uses him like a dog ; and he is cruel 
enough to revenge the iil treatment he receives frooi 
ber upon his wife. He seldom visits her, but whea 
bis wench has put him out of humour; and once, 
though indeed unknowingly, communicated to her a 
filthy disease, for which he was obliged to his mis- 
tress. Vet is he still so infatuated as to doat on 
this vile hussy, and wishes it in his power to annul 
his marriage, and legitimate his bastards by Polly. 
Though it is palpable to every one but Cyothio, 
that Pollv has no attraction but the name of mis- 
tress, and Clarinda nu fault but being his wife. 

Sir Thrifty Gripe is arrived at his. grand c" 
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life, and has just taken a girl into keeping. Till 
ry lately, the multiplication table was his niie of 
Ps and ' a penny saved is a penny got,' was his 
rourite maxim. But he has suddenly deserted 
Plicate for Rochester, and the 'Change for Covent- 
IDraen. Here he met with the buxom Charlotte, 
lo at once opened his heart and his purse, and 
tm began to scatter his guineas in paying her 
bta, and supplying her fresh espensss. Her equi- 
ty is as genteel and elegant as that of a duchess; 
A tiie wise men in the alley shake their heads at 
V Thrifty as Ihe greatest spendthrift in town. Sir 
nrifty was formerly married to a merchant's daugh- 
Hi who brought him a fortune of £20,000 ; but, 
her she had two sons by him, he sent her into the 
«Drth of TV ales to live cheap, and prevent the pro- 
Vhle expense of more children. His sons were 
iWged to an uncle for education ; and Sir Thrifty 
ttw scarce allows them enough to support them, 
lis mistress and he almost always appear together 
Ipublic places, where she constantly makes a jest 
rEtim, while the old dotard dangles at her elbow, 
ke January by the side of May. Thus Sir Thrifty 
^, cursed by his own sons, jilted by his mistress, 
id laughed at by the rest of the world. 

It is very divertmg to observe the shifts to which 
irsons in middling or low life are reduced, in order 

bear this new incumbrance with which they some- 
■es choose to load themselves. The extravagance 

a g;irl has put many a clerk on deftauding his mas- 
r, sent many a distressed gentleman's watch lo the 
.Wnbroker's, fend his clothes to Monmouth Street, 

well as the poor gentleman himself lo the gaming' 
ble, or perhaps to Hounslow Heath. I know a 
Bplar, who always keeps a girl for the first montb 
ter he receives his allowance ; at the end of which 
9 poverty obliges him to discard her, and live on 
itton-chops and porter for the rest of the quarter 
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and it was but lately, that my mercer discoyiH 
apprentice to be concerned with two others ii't 
sociation for maintaining one trull common f 
whole three. 

This review of one of the chief sources ofe 
vagance, in the higher and middling walks d 
will help us in accounting for the frequent mortg 
and distresses in families of fashion, and the na 
ous bankruptcies in trade. Here also I cannot 
observing, that, in this case, the misbehaviour ol 
women is in a great measure to be charged te 
men : for how can it be expected that a lady ski 
take any pleasure in discharging the domestic di 
vof a wife, when she sees her husband's affect 
placed abroad. Nothing, indeed, can be advai 
in vindication of loose conduct in the fair sex; i 
considering our modem morals, it is sutely notm 
to be wondered at, when the husband openly afifrc 
his family by keeping a wench, if the wife sJso ta 
care to provide herself a gallant. 
O. 
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Quam si puellarum insereres choro. 
Miri sagaces falleret hospites 

DUcrimen obscurum, solutis 

CrinibuSy ambiguoque vultu. Hor. 

In form so delicate, so soft his skin, 
So fair in feature, and so smooth his chin. 
Quite to unman him nothing wants but this ; 
Put him in coats, and he's a very Miss. 

Non ilia colo calatkisve Minervm 

F€Bmineu8 assueta manus, ViW 

See the she-rake her softer sex disown : 

The breeches more become her than the gown. 

I AM persuaded that my readers will agree with ; 
ill thinking, that the writers of the following letti 



jht to cbange clothes; since, as the case staniin 
present, the one seems to be a pretty miss in 
«ches, and the other a blood in petticoats. 

TO MR, TOWN. 

. Sir, 

Rocks, deaerls, wilda, wastes, savages, and bar- 
nans, make up the sum tolalof the odious country. 
Lin JHBt returned from a. yisit there ; and would not 
sa another three weeks in the same way to be lord 
Uie manor. 

Having: received frequent invitations from Sir 
atpson Five-bars, and liaving heard much of the 
aoty of his three sisters, in an evil hour 1 took a 
Wlntion to sacrifice this Christmas to him at his 
It in Wiltshire. 1 flattered myself with the hopes, 
Itt the novelty and odduess of the scene would 
ne me at least to laugh at ; and that if the rustics 
be not mere stocks and stones, my clothes and 
scourse would have taught them to talk and dress 
(e human creatures. Need I tell you, that I was 
tappointed ? Sir Sampson is what the country 
ople call a hearty man : he has the shape and con- 
dition of a porter, and is sturdy enough to encoun- 
' Broughton without muiilers ; ' when he speaks, 
under breaks;' he hunts almost every morniag, 
d takes a toast and tankard for his breakfast. Vou 
ly easily imagine, that what was pleasure to him 
ist be torture to me ; and, indeed, I would as soon 
iw in a mill, or carry a chair for my diversion, as 
low any of their horrid country amusements. But 

Sampson, out of his abundant good-nature, in- 
ted on lending me a gun, and showing me a day's 
lit of shooting. For this purpose he loaded me 
h a huge gun, threw a bag and pouch across my 
lolders, and made me look for all the world like 
biDSon Crusoe. • After I had followed him over 
Be or four ploughed fields, a servant, who was 
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wilfa ua, hnllooed out, mark! wbeo the bartnttf 
went off so suddenly, that it threw me into a si 
and at last I could hardly be conviaced, ths 
Sampson had shot nothing but a, partridge. 

After this you will conclude, that I was not 
prevailed on to hunt. Once, indeed, MissF 
did tempt mt to accompany her on a morning' 
but even of this I heartily repented. Mibs F*» 
found, valued neither hedge nor ditch, iiat 
strength of a char -woman, and, in short, is mtin 
Trulla it) Hudibras, or Boadicca in the play, ll 
woman of fashion. Unluckily, too, the hoi 
rode was skittish and unruly ; so that while I 
scampering after Miss Fanny, a sudden 
brought me to the ground. I received no hart 
the fall so fluttered my spirits, that Miss Fann; 
obliged to take me up oehind her. When w 
rived at the house, I was in the utmost confi 
for the booby servants stood gaping and grinn 
my distress, and Sir Sampson himself told mc 
a laugh as horrible as Caliban's, that he wouli 
me one of his maids to carry me out airing 
morning. 

Besides these and lifty other mortilicati 
could scarce get any rest during the whole i 
remained there : every other morning I wfu 
stantly waked by the hungry knight, just le 
from the chace and bawling for dinner. My 
fast was what they called their afternoon ' 
which I always assisted the ladies; for I abo 
fallibly have perished, had 1 staid in the ball 
thejargon of toasts and thefumesof tobacco. lit 
indeed, my time might be much more agi 
employed in the parlour; but even here my 
pointment was grievous past expression. 
fair ones, for such they were, were hale ind( 
Tuddy ; and having been always cooped a 
turkeys iu a pen, were really do better H' 
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i being totally ignorant of the genteel airs 
[utahing delicatesse of women of fashioa. 
thes nere huddled on merely with a view 
r their nakedneus; and ihey had no notion, 
'r eyes were given them for any other pui- 
D to see, and (what is more strange) to read, 
kl For my part) Mr. Town, unless a wo- 
rn use her eyes to more advantage, I should 
a fall in love with my lap-dog or my monkey; 
bat constitutes the diS'ereuce between a lady 
|^4ter cookmaid, but her tast« in diess T Mobs 
tkerchiefs answer the end of covering, but 
n purpose of dress is to reveal. I really al- 
Igtn to think, that these awkward creatures 
W etupid and unaccountable, aa to have no 
upon me. To complete the oddity of (heir 
_ icters, these girls are constant at church, but 
HTer dreamed of promoting an intrigue there: em- 
m^ their whole time there in praying, never heard 
Btuch things as cut fans, and are so attentive to 
■t.queer old put of a preacher, that they scarce 
nfc or listen to any one else. After service too 
be doctor is always taken home to dinner, and is 
W constant at table on Sunday as a roast sirloin 
Md a plum- pudding. 

B.£ut even with these unaccountable females, 1 
toaght I could have passed my evenings tolerably, 
k i could have got them to cards, which have the 
bansing faculty of rendering all women equally 
Useable. But these, I found, they were almost 
^uUy unaccustomed to. 1 once, indeed, heard 
■« dear cards mentioned, and was in hopes of some- 
hing like an assembly. But what was my mortili' 
fUion, when, instead uf seeing half a dozen card- 
Rbles, Sin, set out, and whist, brag, or lansquenet 
kkiog forward, 1 saw these strange women place 
luelves at an huge round table with country girls 
y-cbcek'd bumpkins, to play, according to 
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snnuol ChrJBtinaa custom, at Pupe Joan aoA 9l 
snajt'SBorum [ 

It would be endless to recount the miseries I s 
fered in those three weeks. Even the necessai 
at life were denied me ; and 1 could scarce hi 
been more at a loss among the Hottentots. Ww 
you think it. Sir? though this house had a fan 
in it, and a family of females too, not a drop 
Benjamin- wash, nor a dust of atmond-powdercoi 
be procured there, nor indeed in all the parish; ft 
I wag forced to scrub my hands with filthy wu 
halt, which so ruined their complexion, that lyi 
in dog-skin gloves will not recover ihem Hub m 
niglit. Add to this, that I never coiJd dieu I 
want of pomatum, so that my hair was alffiyi 
dixhevelie: and 1 am sure I should not have m 
known at the diUltanti. At length, Sii, my Ut 
and salts were pretty nigh exhausted; and tou 
to my distress, 1 lost my sDufl'-box. These low 
were irreparable there ; nut all the country nSotii 
such snutf and salts as mine ; 1 could as soon li) 
without food as without either; and nut a boK voal 
I touch but one of Deard's, and of my own chon 
ing. So 1 hurried up to town, and being just icct 
vered from the fatigue of my journey, I send y«i 
this, in hopes that my woeful experience will ieW 
all my friends Irom tbilowmg a chace as mad all 
hare-brained as any of Sir Sampson's ; since it t 
impossible to exist a day there with tolerable eud 
and neither wit nnr beauty are worth one pinch, lU^ 
less they are improved by a town education. 
Sir, yours, &c. 

DiLLY Dimple. 

My other correspondent, by the familiarity of to 
address, must be, I am sure, a woman of fashion. 
Dear Town ! 

Did I know your christian name I would call yM 
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1, to afaow you at lirat Betting out, that 1 koow 
world, and was bom and bred in high life. 

dt'sign of this epistle is to express to you the 
less that some of ub women of spirit feel at 
incumbered with petticoats, and to conTince 
r our way of life, that had we been men, we 
have been bucks of the first head. Be as- 
however, tttat such of us as are nomarried' 
ictiy virtuous. "We have, indeed, been ac- 
of copying tlie dress of the nymphs of Drury. 
'Can any thing be invented more becoming? 
it must be owned, has taste. What so 
a cocked hat ? and who but sees the ad- 
of short petticoats, unless it be some 
a awkward daughter, who never yet heard of 
innz«, and never accidentally shows her leg 
Lt blushing? 
true, their similitude in dress now and then 
me droll mistake's. In the park the 
,_ le has been sometimes carried so far, I have been 
^obliged to call the sentry : and how did a young 
^templar start and stare, when having Just made an 
npointment with him, he saw me step into a chair 
adorned with coronets I 

If you frequent Ranelagh, you must undoubtedly 
faave seen or heard me there. 1 am always sur- 
TOuadSd witha crowd of fellows; and my voice and 
laugh is sure to be the loudest, especially while Beard 
ia singing. One is my dear lord, another my sweet 
colonel: and thereat I call Tom, or Dick, or Harry, 
as I would their footman. At the play 1 always 
enter in the first act. All the eyes of the house are 
tamed upon me. I am quite composed. Before 
I am settled the act is over ; and to some I uod 
courtesy, with others I talk and laugh, till the ci 
n falls. 

What would I give to change my sex ! Enli-e 
a*, 1 have a strong inclination to see the world in 
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masuueraile. If you love me, keep 

should you hear of any prank morewil 

than usual, coiii:luile it to be played by me Ua 

clothes. 

Yours as you mind me 

Harriot Hare-Br«| 
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Aconita bUnaUur, 

Drains are our buue, since paUonB lurL w 
And Bome by cordials fiUI, and some by gin. 
Nothing is more nuturtJ than for the quacb al 
all prufessioDB to recommend their wares to tboM 
persons who are most likely to stand in need at 
ihem. Thus Mrs, Giles very properly acquwnli 
the fair ses, that ahe sells her line compound bx 
taking otf superfluous haii's at a guinea un ounce; 
and ladies of quality are constantly informed, when 
they may be furnished with the newest brocades, oi 
the choicest variety of Chelsea China tigures for de' 
serls. It is very necessary, that the beau MOnd 
should be acquainted, that Eaade Luce may be bai 
here in England, the same as at Paris ; but 1 mu9 
own, I was very much surprised at seeing repeale 
advertisements in the papers from the ' Rich Cfttdii 
Warehouse,' introduced by an address * to the p«ii 
pie of fashion,' 1 cannot but look upon this as 
libel on our persons of. distinction, and I know m 
whether it may not he construed intoscanf/a/utn maj 
natum: as it tacitly insinuates, that our Right Ui 
nourables are no better than dram-drinkers. 

There is a well known story of the famous Rab 
lais, that having a mind to impose on the curiosil 
of his landlord, he tilled several vials with an innt 
cent lt[|uor, and directed them with — Poisoij j 
'^~ King, — Poison for the Dauphin, — Poi 
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e Minister, and for all the principal cour- ^^M 
tits. The same might be said of these rich cordial ^^M 
■(dots; which however Ihey may recomraend them- ^^H 
sives to the people of t'ashioa by their foreign ti- 
es and eitraetion, are to be considered as poisons 
I nwttquerade : and instead of the pompous names 
f EaH d'Oa, Eau divine, and the like, 1 would ^^ 
nve labels fixed on the bottles (in imitation of Ra- ^^| 
Inlus) with— Poison for my Lord Duke, — Poison ^^| 
wthe Viscount,^ — Poison for the Countess. ^^| 

We live, indeed, in so polite an age, that nothing ^^| 
koes down with us, but what is either imported from ^^| 
Vmice and Italy, or dignified with a foreign appel- ^^| 
Itlion. Our drese must be entirely a la mode de ^^| 
taris; and I will venture to insure great success to ^^* 
ttlfi Monsieur tailor, who tells us in the pubUc papers, 
titat he has just been to France to see the newest 
^hions, A dinner is not worth eating, if not 
lerved up by a French cook : our wines are of the 
lame country ; and ^e dram-drinkere of fashion are 
aritedtu comfort their spirits with rich cordials from 
"^amberry, Nevilh/, and I'Me de Rhe. A plain man 
nist undoubtedly smile at the alluring names, which 
re given to many of these; nor is it possible to 
vesB at their composition from their titles. The 
irtues, as well as the intent, of Viper Water may 
e welt known ; but who would imagine, thai Flora 
iraitttter, or Belkde Niiit should be intended only 
J signify a dram T For my own part I should rather 
■retaken Marampiiao _{ot an Italian fiddler, and 
KVe concluded that Jacomonoodi was no other than 
n Opera- singer. 

But dram-drinking, howeverdifferentin the phrase, 
I the same in practice, in every station of life ; and 
Ipping rich cordials is no less detestable, than, in 
le Tulgar idiom, bunging your eye. What atgiiiliBs 
,. whether we muddie with Eau de Millejimrs oi 
lain aniseed? or whelhor we fetch our drams froii 
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the Rich Cordial Warehouse, or the Blackaw 
BDiJ Still? The lady of St. James's, who paiiiul 
face with frenueot spplicatiuns of Coffee oc Cboi 
late Water, lookit as hideous as the trollop of i 
Giles's, who has laid on the same colours by repeal 
half quarterns of Giti Royal. There are B^ 
customs among tJie ^reat, which are also pradis 
by the lower sort of people ; and if persaiu 
fashion must wrap up theirdraras in the diBguiseal 
variety of specious titles, in this too they are rtralli 
by the vulgar. Madam Gin has been obrisUoed 1 
as many names as a German princees; evenrpMl 
chandler's shop will sell you Sky-blue, and em 
night-celter furnish you with Holland Tape, tkn 
yards a penny. Nor can I see the difference h 
tween Oil of Venus, Spirit of Adonis, and Pai&i 
Amour, for the use of our quality, and what ainaa 
the vul^r is called Cupid's Eye-water, Strip B 
naked, and Lay me down softly. 

To those elegant and genteel appellations it ii 
indeed, chiefly owing, that drams are not conliiwi 
merely to the vulgar, but are ia esteem among al 
rankii of people, and especially among the ladiM 
Many a good woman, who would start at the tWJ 
mention of strong waters, canuot conceive there M 
be any harm in a, cordial. And as tho fair ses an 
more particularly subject to a depression of apiiitfi 
it is no wonder that they should convert their apotlw 
caries' shops into rich cordial warehouses, and taJH 
drams by way of physic ; as the common peopfe 
make gin serve for meat, drink, and clothes. Tk 
ladies perhaps may not be aware, that every tin* 
they have recourse to their Hartahom or t-aveodd 
Drops, to drive away the vapours, they in effect talie 
a dram 7 and they may be assured, tliat their Coli'i 
Surfeit, and Plague Waters, are to be ranked am<*l 
spirituous liquors, as well as the common stuff il 
lie giu-shop. The College of Physicians, in tbar'l 
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view of the London Diapeneatory, for this 
Mson expelled the Strong Water, generally 
I by the soothing name of Hysteric Water; 
w&s a lure to the female sex to dram ilby 
md to get tipsy secundum artem. 
■any of my fair readers have at all given iota | 
Mrnicioua practice of dram-driaking, I must I 
^ them to leave it off betimes, before it has 
luch hold of them, as they can never shake off. 
e desire of drama steals upon them, and grows 
tual, by imperceptible degrees : as those 
e accustomed to take opiates, are obliged to 
e the dose gradually, and at last cannot sleep 
BDt it. The following letter may serve to con- 
> &em of the deplorable situation of a lady, 
s her drinking under the pretence of mend- 
ir constitution. I 



TO MB. TOWN. 

the misfortune to be married to a poor sickly 
, who labours under a complication of dis- 
and which nothingcan relieve but a continued 
of strong liquors ; though, poor woman 1 she 
ll4routd not else touch a dram for the world. Some- 
''tiaies she is violently troubled with the tootb-ach, 
•ttad then she is obliged to hold a glass of rum in her 
Itaouth, to numb the pain, at other times she is seised i 
yith a racking fit of the colic, and notbing will so ] 
Boon give her ease as some right Uollaad's gin. She 
iias the gout in her constitution ; and whenever she 
feels a twitch of it, the only thing is sheer brandy to 
keep it from her head ; but this sometimes is loo cold 
forncr, and sheis forced to drive it out of her stomach 
with true Irish usquebaugh. She is never free ham 
ibe vapours, notwithstanding she is continually 
l^nnking hartshorn and water ; and ever since she 
" id, she is so hysterical in the night time, ^ 
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that she never lies wittiuut a corilial-\rater bi 
her liedsiile. I have (laid the apothecary aba 
tifty-pounds for her in one year ; and his bill is lac 
ddwn with nothing butdropg, peppermint water, n 
a cordial draught repeated. 

Her T«ry diet must nlways be made beartenin 
otherwise it will do her no guod. Tea would mil 
hnrluw-spirited, except she was to qualify every dii 
with a large spoonliil of rum. She has a gUH i 
mountaio with bitters an boDT before dinner, to cml 
au appetite ; and her stomach is so poor, thstwka 
she is at (able, she muit foroe every bit down wiA< 
glass of Madeira. We usually have a tiff of ptnol 
together in the evening; bnt the acid would grip 
her, and the water keep her awake all the night, i 
it was not miule comfortable with more than an eqoal 
portion of spirit. 

But notwithstanding the grievous complaints sk 
hourly labours under, she is very hale: and her 
cornulexiou is, to all appearance, as healdiy utd 
florid as a milk- maid's : except, indeed, that her qom 
and forehead are subject to red pimples, blotohe^i 
and breakings out, which the apothecary tells aieUt 
owing to a kind of phlogistic humour in her bloodi 
For my part, considering the quantity of coffilW' 
tiblea ahe continually pours down, I should imsgiH 
the lire in her stomach would kindle a flame in hv 
countenance; and f should not wonder, if she looked 
as horrible, as those who hang their face overabovl 
of Surnt Brandy at snap-dragon. 

1 am, ^ir your humble servant, 

T. Timothy Noggah. 
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>. 54. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1755. 

Lttsit amabUUef, donee jam savus apertam Hor. 

In rabiem verti capitjoau. 

Frolics, for men of spirit only fit. 

Where rapes are. jests, and murder is sheer wit. 

:b noblest exploit of a man of the town, the 
Jiest proof and utmost effort of his genius and 
Bsantiy, is the frolic. This piece of humour con- 
ts in playing the most wild and extrayagant pranks 
t wantonness and debauchery can suggest ; and 
the distinguishing characteristic of the buck and 
•d. 

Phese facetious gentlemen, whenever champaigne 
. put them in spirits, sally out, * flown with inso- 
ce and wine,' in quest of adventures. At such a 
e, the more harm they do, the more they show 
ir wit ; and their frolics, like the mirth of a mon- 
r, are made up of mischief. 
Fhe frolic formerly signified nothing more than a 
ce of innocent mirth and gaiety ; but the modem 
se of the word is much more lively and spirited* 
) Mohocks and the members of the Hell- Fire 
lb, the heroes of the last generation, were the first 
y introduced these elevated frolics, and struck out 
[hty good jokes from all kinds of violence and 
spbemy. The present race of bucks commonly 
[in their frolic in a tavern, and end it in the round- 
186 ; and during the course of it, practise several 
^j pretty pleasantries. There is a great deal of 
DOur in what is called beating the rounds, that is, 
>lain English, taking a tour of the principal bawdy- 
ises ; breaking of lamps and skirmishes with 
tchmen are very good jests; and the insulting any 
1 sober fools, that are quieUy trudging about their 
linessy t>r a rape on a modest women, are particu- 
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Inrly facetious. Whatever is in violation of ! 
decency an J order, is an exrjuiiite piece of wit ; Si 
in short, a. frolic and playing the devil bear the bu 
explanation in a modem glossary. 

It is surprising how much invention there if 
these exploits, and how wine inspires these genti 
men with thoughts more extraordinary and sublini 
than any sober man could ever have devised. I ht 
known a whole company start from their chairs, u 
begin tilting at each other merely for their divrasio 
Another tim£, these exalted geniuses have cast la 
which should be thrown out of the window: audi 
another, make a bonfire of their clothes, and n 
naked into the streets. I remember a little genlli 
man, not above five feet high, who was resolve 
merely for the sake of the froUc, to lie with the ta 
woman ; but the joke ended in his receiving a sonii 
cudgelling from the hands of his Thalestris. Itm 
no longer ago than last winter, that a. party of jon 
Templars set out an hour or two after midnight on 
voyage to Lisbon, in orderto get good Port The 
took a boat at Temple Stairs, and prudently laid i 
by way of provisions, a cold venison pasty and I" 
bottles of raspberry brandy , but when they inn 
gined themselves just arrived at Graveaend, tht 
found themselves suddenly overset in Chelsea Rcti 
and very narrowly escaped being drowned. 1% 
most innocent frolicsof these men of humour are eti 
ried on in a literary way by advertisements in Ik 
newspapers, with which they often amuse the tow 
and alarm us with bottle conjurers, and persons wb 
will jump down their own throats. Sometimes til* 
divert themselves by imposing on their acquaintaiM 
with fictitious intrigues, and putting the modest W>' 
n to the blush by describing them in the {tulA 
JMS. Once, I remember it was the frolic In C^ 
together all the wet nursas that wanted a plai 
another time, to summon several old women; 
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r male tabby cats, for which they were lo ex- 
: a considerable price ; and Dot long ago, by the 
^ffer of a curacy, they drew all the poor pai^sons 
to St. Paul's cofiee-house, where the bucks them- 
■dves sat in another box, to smoke their rusty wigs 
■B<1 brown cassocks. 

But the highest frolic that can possibly be put in 
execution, is a genteel niiirder; such aa running a 
niter through the body, knocking an old feeble 
rratcfaman's brains out with his own staff, or taking 
nray the life of some regular scoundrel, who has 
Sot spirit enough to whore and drink like a gen- 
tleman. The noblest frolic of this kind t ever re- 
member, happened a few years ago at a country 
town. While a party of bucks were making a riot 
M an inn, and tossing the chairs and tables and 
looking-glasses into the street, the landlady was in- 
discreet enough to come up stairs, and interrupt 
fteir merriment with her impertinent remonstrances ; 
Upon which, they immediately^ threw her out of the 
window after her own furniture. News was soon 
brought of the poor woman's death, and the whole 
company looked upon it as a very droll accident, 
Knil gave orders that she should be charged in the 
bill. 
' These wild pranks arc instances of great spirit and 
invention : but, alas ! the generality of mankind 
have no taste for humour. Few people care to hare 
ft sword in their ribs for the sake of the Joke, or to 
be beat to mummy, or shut through the head, for the 
^version of the good company. They sometimes 
hnagine the jest is carried too far, and are apt to ap- 
Ipfy the words of the old fable, ' it may be sport to 
yon, but it is death to us.' Fur these reasons, a 
feet of these merry gentlemen are aa temble to the or- 
dinary part of the world aa a troop of banditti; 
Md aa affair, which has beeii thought very high 
fun in Pall Mall or Covent Garden, has been 
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treated ia a very serious manner at Wevjtpni 
Hall or the Old Bailey. Our legislature has t 
absurd enough to be veiy careful of the lives oj 
lowest among the people ; and the counsel foi 
highwayman would sooner plead distress as ui 
cuse for discharging his pistol, than mere wan 
ness and frolic. Nor do the governments abroad 
tertain a better opinion of this sort of humour : 
it is but a few years since, a gentleman on his 
vels, who was completiDg a town education by 
polite lour, shot a waiter through the bead, but 
joke was so ill received, that the gentlemaii 
hanged within four-and- twenty hours. It woult 
adviseable, therefore, for these gentlemen, si 
the taste of the age is so incorrigible, to lay a 
this high-seasoned humour. For their pistol, i 
were, recoils upon themselves ; and since it i 
produce their own deaths, it would be more prui 
not to draw their wit out of their scabbards. 

Our ladies of quality, who have at length ado| 
French manners with' French fashions, and Uin 
off all starcbness and reserve with the ruff and 
fardingale, are very fond of a frolic. I bare, ind< 
lately observed with great pleasure, the comroc 
able attempts of the other sex to shake off 
shackles of custom ; and I make no doubt but i 
bertine lady will soon become a very common i 
racter. If their passion for gaming continues to 
crease in the same proportion that it has for si 
time past, we shall very soon meet with abunda 
of sharpers in petticoats ; and it will be mentioi 
as a very familiar incident, that a party of fen 
gamblers were seized by the constables at the gam 
table. 1 am also informed, that it is grown \ 
common among the ladies to toast pretty fellc 
and that they often amuse themselves with cone 
ing schemes for an excellent frolic. A frolic is 
deed, the most convenient name in the i 
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E intrigue : and it is a great pity, that husbands 
hers should ever object to it. 1 cau see no 
' harm in a lady's going disguised to mob it in the gal- 
lery at the play-house ; and could uot but smile at 
the pretty ioDocent wanton, who carried the joke so 
&r as to accompany a strange gentleman to a bagnio; 
but when she came there, was surprised to liad that 
lie was food of a frolic as well as herself, and offered _ 
her violence. But 1 particularly admire the spirit J 
of that lady, who had such true relish for a frolic, as I 
to go with her gallant to the masquerade, though ^ 
she knew he had no breeches under his domino. 

I most heartily congratulate the fine ladies and 
gentlemen of the age on the spirit with which they 
pursue their diversions; and I look upon a bold frolic 
as the peculiar privilege of a person of fashion ; and 
ladies undoubtedly see a great deal of pleaaautry in 
ui intrigue, and mimic the dtess and manners of 
the courtezans very happily and facetiously ; while 
llie gentlemen, among many other new fancies, have J 
made the old blunder of the Merry Andrew appear I 
no longer ridiculous, and are mightily pleased with' V 
the comical humours of a murder. 1 he frolics now ' 
in vogue will probably continue to be the amuse- 
ments of tiie polite world for a long time ; but when- 
ever the fashion is about to vary, I beg leave to pro- 
pose the frolic recommended, if 1 remember right, 
to the Duke of Wharton, by Dr. Swift. * When 



jrou are tired of your other frolics, 1 would have you 
lake np the frolic of being good; and my word for it, 
you will find it the most agreeable frolic you ever 



practised in your life.' 
O. 
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N° 66. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 175« 

S 

■ ■ t 

■ * 

Nil olfstat. Com <t6t peii^ videre est :• 

I7( niMiaiiiy ne crure malOy nt tit pede turpi : .J 

MetiripossU oculo lotus. Ho»» ,^ 

The taper leg, slim waist, and lovely side 
Nor stays nor envious petticoats shall hide ; ■! 

But full in sight the tempting bosom swell. 
While bucks with wonder view the naked belle. 

There once prevailed among us a sect called tlMf 
Adamites, whose doctrine, like that of our presesi 
Moravians, was calculated to comfort the flesh ai 
well as the spirit ; and many things, generally ao* 
counted indecent and immodest, were witli them re- 
garded as principles of religion. The chief artidt 
maintained by this sect was, that it was proper, liM 
our great forefather Adam, to go naked; and tl^ 
proselytes to this faith came abroad in the public 
streets in open day-light without any clothing. But 
this primitive simplicity did not agree with the no- 
tions of those degenerate days; and the Adamites 
were looked upon as an intolerable nuisance. Their 
religion, like all others, was soon attended with 
persecutioii : and some of the converts were dragged 
naked at the cart's tail, some set in the stocks, and 
others sent to Bridewell. 

Since that remarkable period the male part of our 
species have been decently covered ; but the female 
world has made several bold attempts to throw off 
the incumbrance of clothes. Caps, handkerchiefs, 
tuckers, and modesty-pieces, have been long .dis- 
carded; and the ladies have continued every year to 
shed some other part of their dress as useless and 
unornamental. But these are only half assertions o( 
the female rights and natural liberty in comparison 
to the project, which, it is thought, will be ripe for 
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!ation by Buramer. A set of ladies of the first 
on have agreed to found a sect of — EVITES — 
Wfao are to appear in public with no other covering 
llttn the origioal tig-leaf. The primitive simplicity 
Lflf appearance will be restored; and thougb some 
I'lKy be censorious enough to imagine, that their con- 
I'idenee arises from very diiierent principles, it may 
my justly be said of our ladies of quality, as of our 
int parents before the fall, ' They are naked, aod 
■re not ashamed.' My couutry readers, and all those 
who live at a distance froin the polite world may pei^ 
kaps look upon this scheme as merely fantastical 
sod imaginary ; but nothing is more true. The 
milliners are at this time all very busy in making 
t^ artificial tig-leaves, and adorning them accord- 
ing to the diil'erent fancies of the wearers. There 
18 more taste displayed in contriving an elegant 
fig-leaf, than has hitherto been eserted in forming 
a genteel swordknot. Some have bunches of the 
gKyest coloured ribands dangling loosely from the 
Maib, others tassels of gold and sdver lace, and a 
few, designed for ladies of the highest distinction, 
bunches of diamonds. This and the pompon, which 
it 19 said has been lately worn merely as a type of a 
fig-leaf, will make up the common dress of the whole 
female world : but if ever the weather should be too 
severe for the ladies to appear (as JBayes expresses 
it) (It puru naturaiifitts, they are to wear desh-co- 
loured silks with pompons and fig-leaves as usual. 

There are perhaps persons who, as they still ' 
retain some of the leaven of decency in their com- ! 
position, will be startled at this project. I must 
own, however, that it does not appear to me to be 
in the least extraordinary or surprising : for consi- 
dering the present dress of our women of fashion, 
there remains no further step to be taken, except 
absolute nakedness. The stays and petticoat have 
been so unmercifully pruned and cut away iu order 
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to <tiscover latent beauties, that if those of lb) 
sent mode were to fall into the hands of ourdist 
posterity, they would conclude, that the presentn 
of women must have been a geueration of pi^ii 
for they could nerer possibly conceive, that ill 
were of common siae, and wore by way of dit 
any garment! so little calculated either tor bm' 
urnaraeitt. If one might judge by appearancei, t 
little modesty that is left in the polite world tea 
to be among the men ; and one is almost tempwl 
look for the rakes and persons of intrigue \»^ 
other sex. I was present a few nights ^ Btd 
representation of the Chances; and when llocil 
round the boxes, and observed the loose dress i 
all the ladies, and the great relish with which ihc 
received the high-seasoned Jests in that comedy, , 
was almost apprehensive, diat the old story of lb 
outrage of the Romans on the Sabine women ffouli 
be inverted, and that the ladies would rise up uu 
commit a rape on the men. 

But notwithstanding all that may be anid agun' 
this project for establishing nakedness, it is not witi 
out example. Among the Hottentots, a very iri 
and polite nation, the ladies at this day go <)Di 
naked, except a loose mantle thrown over thi 
shoulders, and a short apron before instead of a G 
leaf. It is also well known, that the Spartans t 
lowed their unmarried women to wear a sort of lo« 
robe, which at every motion discovered their chan 
through several openings contrived for that pnrpoi 
There would certainly be no harm in extending ti 
liberty to the whole sex; and 1 am not in the lei 
inclined to listen to the malignant insiQuationa, tl 
when a married woman endeavours to look pal 
cularly tempting, it is not merely to please her bi 
band, but to captivate a gallant. It may, perhaf 
be further objected, that our northern climattt is i 
cold to strip in : but this little inconvenieaci 
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ipensated, by the security the ladies will 
.0 themselyes by taking such extraordinaiy 
, and carrying matters so yery far, that it 
ndecent eyen to reprehend them. 

is, however, a very large part of the sex, 
n I am greatly concerned on this occasion, 
the old and the ugly. Whatever the belles 
: by this fashion, these poor ladies will be 
OTerers. Their faces are already more than 
ible to be shown ; but if they expose sickly 
rrowed and pursed up like a washerwoinan's' 
the sight will become too disgusting. Dur- 
iresent mode I have observed, that the dis- 
i yellow neck or clumsy leg has created but 
irers : and it is reasonable to conclude', that 
i new fashion begins to prevail universally, 

our men of pleasure will be glad to see the 
id beautiful ladies, whom they would desire 
ito their arms, stripping as fast as possible, 
are not so fond ot primitive and original 
^, as to be captivated by a lady, who hits 
:he charms of Eve,, except her nakedness, 
persons of more than ordinary penetration 
pt to look on this project in a political light, 
iider it as a scheme to counter-work the 
•act. But as the chief ladies who concerted 
ready provided with husbands, and are 
• be very well affected to the government, 

not appear probable. It is more likely to 
fice of the beauties to make their superiority 
able, by. drawing in the dowdies of tihie sex 
by such an injurious contrast. However 
be, it is very certain, that the most lovely 
!X are about to employ the whole artillery 
iiarms against us, and indeed seem resolved 

us flying. On this occasion it is to be 
at the practice of painting, which is now 
ishionable, will be entirely laid aside : for 
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in paint can never be tl- 1 
it U surely more elepi\ Ir, 
even nith silk and lititn. I 

„1J ..,«1I -.tU „1„„i 1 
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whoever incrusts heraelf 
lowed to.be naked; and 
for a lady to be covered 
than to be daubed, like an old wall, witb plaster aod 

After this account of the scheme of our moJ)9li 
females now in agitation, which the reader may dt- 
pend upon as genuine, it only remains to let hip 
know how I came by my intelligence. The parlia- 
ment of women, lately proposed, is now actually sil- 
ting. Upon their lirst meeting, after the prelimi- 
naries were adjusted, the whole house DaCurally i^ 
solved itself into a committee on the affairs of clress. 
The lig'leaf bill, the purport of which ia contaJued 
in this paper, was brought in by a noble CounteMi 
and occasioned some very warm debates. Two 
ladies in particular made several remarkable speecha 
on this occasion : but they were both imagined lo 
speak, like our male patriots, more for their om 
private interest than for the good of the publi " 
one of these ladies, who insisted very earnestly OB 
the decency of some sort of covering, and has a vtTf 
beautiful face, is shrewdly suspected not to he M 
much above all rivalry in the turn and proportion of 
faer limbs : and the other, who was impatient to bt 
undressed with all expedition, was thought to be IM 
much inHuenced by her known partiality to a fa- 
vourite mole, which now lies out of sight. The bill, 
however, was passed by a considerable majority, 
and is intended to be put in force by MidsumiMt 
day nest ensuing. 
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Necte tribus nodis temos, Amarylli, colores : 
Jffecte, AmaryUiy modd, et Veneria, die, vincula necto, 
Ducite ab urbe domum, mea carmina, dueite Daphnis^ 
Limus ut hie durescity et luec at eera liqueaeit, 
** Uno eodemque igni ; sie nostra Daphnis amove, 

Virgil 

Tliree coloursweaye in three-fold knots, and cry, 
' In three-fold bond this true-love's knot I tie/ 
As the same fire makes hard this cake of clay. 
In which this waxen image melts away, 
Thus, Qod of love, be my true shepherd's breast 

' Soft to my flame, but hard to all the rest. 
Ye songs, spells, philters, amulets, and charms, 

. Bring, quickly bring my Daphnis to my arms. 

pHti idle superstitions of the vulgar are no where so 
NMispicuous as in the affairs of love. When a raw 
jirFs brain is once turned with a sweetheart^ she 
N>nyerts every trifling accident of her life into a good 
^ bad omen, and makes every thing conspire to 
Bferengtlien her in so pleasing a delusion. Virgil re- 
)fresents Dido, as soon as she has contracted her fa- 
ibl passion for ^neas, as going to the priests to have 
ler fortune told. In like manner the lovesick girl 
*atks to the cunning-man, or crosses the gipsy's hand 
with her last sixpence^ to know when she shall be 
Barried, how many children she shall have„ and 
Mether she shall be happy with her husband. She 
hiso consults the cards, and finds oiit her lover in 
the Knave of Hearts. She learns how to interpret 
dreams, and every night furnishes her with medita- 
tions for the next day. If she happens to bring out 
any thing in conversation which another person was 
about to say, she comforts herself that she shall be 
married first ; and if she tumbles as she is running 
up stairs, imagines^ she shall go to church with her 
sweetheart before the week in at an end. But if in 
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the course of their amour sh« gives the dearatd 
bair wove in a true IoT«r's knot, or breaks a croo 
aincp«iice with him, she thinks herself assured ot 
inviolable fidelity. 

It would puzzle the most profound antiquar 
discover, what could give birth to the strange 
tions cherished by fond nymphs and swains, 
god of love has more superstitious votaries, at 
worshipped with more unaccountable rites than 
fabulous deity whatever. Nothing, indeed, it 
whimsical as the imagination of a person in ]< 
The dying shepherd carves the name of his mist 
on the trees, while the fond maid knits him a pai 
garters with an amorous posy : and both look 
what they do as a kind of charm to secure the at 
tion of the other. A lover will rejoice to give 
mistress a bracelet or a top-knot, and she perh 
will take pleasure in working him a pair of rufl 
These they will regard as the soft bonds of lo 
but neither would on any account run the risk 
cutting love by giving or receiving such a preseni 
a knife or a pair of scissors. But to wear the | 
ture of the beloved object constantly near the ha 
is universally accounted a mostexcellent and net 
failing preservative of affection. 

Some few years ago there was publicly advertis 
among the other extraordinary medicines whose w 
derful qualities are daily related in the last page 
our newspapers, a most efficacious love-powder; 
which a despairing lover might create affection in 
bosom of the most cruel mistress. Lovers have, 
deed, always been fond of enchantment. Shakspei 
has represented Othello as accused of winning 
Desdemona by ' ' conjuration and mighty magi' 
and Theocritus and Virgil have both introduc 
wom«n into their pastorals, using charms and inct 
tations to recover the affections of their sweetbear 
In a word, Talismans, Genii, Witches, I'airies, Si 
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B instaiuraeDts of magic iLiid enchaotment were 
'liscovered by lovers, and employed in tbs 

L I nerer had a thorough insight into all thia 
trous sorcery till 1 received the followiiig letter, 
^wfaich was sent me from the country a day or two 
- ^fter Valentine's day; aod I raake no donbt, but all 
■'ne lovers most religiously performed the previous 
riles mentioned by my correspondent. | 

TO MR. TOWN, 

Dear Sir, Feb. 17, 1755. 

You must know I am in love with a very clever 
nan, a Londooer; and as I want to know whether it 
■a my fortune to have him, I have tried all the tricks 
I can hear of for that purpose. I have seen him 
several times in coffee- grounds witli a sword by his 
side ; and he was once at the boUom of a tea-cup in 
« coach and sis, with two fiiatmen behind it. I got 
Bp last May morning, and weiit into the 6M& to heat i 
the cuckoo; aud when I pulled off my kft shoe, I | 
foinid a hair in it exactly the same cot^r with his. ' 
Bat 1 shall never forget what I did last Midsummer 
Ere. I and my two sisters tried the Dumb Cake 
together : yon must know, two must maiie it, two 
bake it, two break it, aod the tliird put it under each 
of tlieir pillows (but you must not speak a word all 
<be time) and then you will dream of the man you 
arc to have. This we did ; and to be sure I did no- 
thing all night but dream of Mr. Blossom. The 
■sine night, exactly at twelve o'clock, 1 sowed hemp- 
seed in our back yard, and said to myself, ' Hemp- 
seed I sow, Uemp-seed I hoe, and he that is my 
Ime love come after me and mow.' Will yon be- 
lieve me ? I looked back, and saw him behind mc, 
Ma plain as eyes could see him. After that, I took 
»clean shift, and turned it, and hung it upon the 
I of a chair ; and very likely my sweetlieart 
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would have comi? an<l turned it rii^ht a^Ri(l 
hoard his step) bul 1 was frightt-ned, and coulil 
help speaking, which broke the charm. I like 
stuck up two Midsummer-meo, one for myself 
one for him. Now if his had died away, we sbi 
never have come together : but I assure yw 
Mowed and turned to mine. Our maid Betiji 
me, that if I go backwards without ftpeaking i" 
into tliG garden upon Midsummer Eve, and ^ 
rose, and keep it in a clean sheet of paper, will 
looking at it till Christmas-day, it will be as f 
as in June ; and if I then stick it. in my boxHi 
that is to be roy husband will come and take it 
If I am not married before the time come < 
again, I will certainty do it ; aud only mind if 
Blossom is not the man. 

I have tried a great many other fancies, aud 
have all turned out right. Whenever I goto 
a strange bed, I always tie my garter nint 
round the bed-post, and knit nine knots ini 
say to myself, ' This knot I knit, this kuot 1 1 
gee my love as he goes by, in bis apparel and 
as he walks in every day.' I did so last holid 
my uncle's, and to be sure T saw Mi'- Blosson 
my curtains, and tuck up my rlotiies at m] 
feet. Cousin Debby was married a little wlii 
and she sent me a piece of Bride-Cake to pal 
my pillow; and I had the sweetest dream — It 
we were going to be married together. I 
many is the time, taken great pains to pare fti 
whole, and afterwards flung the pce( over mj 
and it always falb in the shape of the first U 
Ills surname or christian name. I am sure Mi 
som loves me, because 1 stuck two of the 
upon my forehead, while 1 thought upon hi 
the lubberly s<]uire my papa wants me to hav 
Blossom's kernel stuck on, but the other d 
directly. 
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Friday » Mr. Town, wad Valentine's day; 
tell you what I did the night before. I got 
-leaves, and pinned four of them to the 
ners of my pillow, and the fifth to the mid- 
l then, if I dreamt of my sweatheart, Betty 
should be married before the year was oiit. 
lake it more sure, I boiled an egg hard, and 

the yolk, and filled it up with salt : and 
went to bed, eat it shell and all, without 

or drinking after it, and this was to have 

effect with the bay-leaves. We also Wrote 
s' names upon bits of paper, and rolled them 
ly, and put them into water ; and the first 

up was to be our Valentine. Would you 
Mr. Blossom was my man ; and I lay 
i shut my eyes all the morning, till he came 
)use; for I would not have seen another 
re him for all the world. 
►Ir. Town, if you know any other ways to 
»rtune by, do put them in your paper. My 
aughs at us, and' says there is nothing in 
it I am sure there is, for several misses at 
ling-school have tried them, and they have 
tned true : and I am sure my own sister 
ho died just before Christmas, stood in the 
)rch last Midsummer Eve to see all that 
ie that year in oui^ parish ; and she saw her 
rition. 

Your humble Servant, 

Arabella Whimsby. 



HURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1765. 

rtf SodaliHum /— — — Martial. 

• this is Worshipful Society ! ' 

SHAK8PBARE* 

> no phrase in the whole vocabulary of mo- 
ersation, which has a more vague 8igniii-> 

2 c 
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cation than the words ' Good Compasiy/ Pf 
of fashion modestly explain it to mean only' 
selves ; and, like the ola Romans, look on all 
as Barbarians.' Thus a star or a riband, a 
place, denotes good company ; and a man 
the esteem of the polite curcle according to hif lA 
or his rent-roll. This way of reasoning is so ^ 
known and so generally adopted, that we wt%i 
surprised to hear polite persons complain, at ll 
return from the play, that the house was Tery d^ 
crowded, but that there was no company : that 
indeed, I could not help smiling at a lady's m^ 
she preferred St James's Church to St. Geoig 
because the pews were commonly filled with fai 
company. 

I propose at present to consider this comprel 
sive term, only as it respects a society of ma 
who meet in order to pass their time in 
agreeable manner. To do this the more effectui 
I shall take a cursory view of the several metli 
now in vogue, by which a set of acquaintance 
deavour to amuse each other. The reader will 1 
meet with some very extraordinary inventions 
this purpose; and when he has nxed his chc 
may try to introduce himself into that compan; 
likes best. 

There is a great demand for wit and humot 
some parts of this metropolis. Among many, I 
reckoned the best company, who can enliven his < 
versation with strokes of facetiousness, and 
Shakspeare's words) ' set the table in a roar.' 
as wit and humour do not always fail to the shai 
those who aim at shining in conversation, our jo 
and witlings have wisely devised several me 
nical ways of gaining that end. I know one, wl 
thought a very facetious fellow by the club of w 
he is a member, because, every night, as sooi 
the clock strikes twelve, he begins to crow li 
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3ock« Another is accounted a man of immense hu- 
mour, for entertaining his friends with a burlesque 
hornpipe; and a third has the reputation of being 
ftxcellent company by singing a song, and at the 
■une time playing the tune upon the table with his 
biUckles and elbows* Mimicry is in these socie- 
ties an indispensable requisite in a good companion, 
•imitations of the actors and other well known cha- 
ncters are very much admired; to which they have 
ciTeii the appellation of taking off. But the mimic 
11 liy no means limited to an imitation of the human 
jpecies ; for an exact representation of the brute 
creatipn will procure him infinite applause. Very 
aaay of these wits may be met with in different 
ouart^s of the town ; and it is but a week ago, since 
<i>was invited to pass the evening with a society, 
viucb, after a display of their several talents, I 
Aund to consist of a aog, a cat, a monkey, an ass, 
^nd, a couple of dancing bears. 

1 cannot help looking with some veneration on the 
wit exerted in societies of this sort, since it has the 
ipxtraordinary quality of never creating either dis- 
gust or satiety. They assemble every night, tell 
4he same stories, repeat the same jokes, sing the 
4Hune songs ; and they are every night attended with 
.ilie same applause and merriment. Considering 
{Jk>w much their wit is used, it is surprising that it 
•should not be worn out. Sometimes, however, one 
of the society makes a new acquisition, which is 
■ jnmediateiy thrown into the common stock of hu- 
.mour, and constantly displayed as part of the enter- 
tainment of the evening. A gentleman of this cast 
lately shewed me with great joy the postscript of a 
letter, in which his correspondent promised him 
Imge fun the next time he should see him, for he 
. luulgot two new stories, and three or four cxcel- 
. lent songs from one <of the actors. 
*- These are certainly very agreeable methods of 

2 c 2: ' 
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passing the eveoing, and must please all peteoBt, 
who hare any relish for wit and humour. But lb«w 
.powers of entertaining are not every where lU 
Standard of good company. There are places it 
which he \» the best company, who drinks most. 
^ boon compauioD lays it down as a rule, thu 
' taiking spoilfi conversatioo.' A bumper is his ir- 
^meut; and his Arst care is to promote a brisk cir- 
culation of the bottle. He shews his esteem for u 
^sent friend by toasting him in a bumper eztnor- 
.dinary; and is frequently so good and loyal a sub- 
lect, as to drink his majesty's health in balf-piote. 
if he is desired to sing a catch, he still keeps the 
inain point in view, and gives a song wrote in io 
ingenious a style, that it obliges the company to 
toss off a glass at the end of every stanza. If he 
Wks, it is of ' healths five fathom deep,' or a late 
hard bout with another set of jolly fellows ; and be 
lakes care, by a quick round of toasts, to supply 
^e want of other conversation. 

I have ever thought the invention of toasts very 
nseful and ingenious. They at once promote hard 
drinking, and serve as a kind of memOTial of evety 
pass that has been drauk : they also furnish those 
Ifith conversation, who have nothing to say ; or at 
least, by banishing ^11 other topics, put the whole 
company on a level. Besides all this, three or foul 
rounds of toasts, where many are met togetlier, must 
unavoidably lift them all into good company. These 
are no small advantages to society ; not to mentioD 
Jhe wit and morality contained in many toasts. 

Toasts are doubtless very useful and entertaining; 
but the wisest institution ever made in drinking so- 
cieties, is the custom of appointing what is called 
an absolute toast master. 'J'he gentleman invested 
with this dignity is created king of the com- 
pany; and, like other absolute monarchs, he gqiu; 
monly makes great use of bis power. '' 
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■^klarly his office to name the toast, to observe that 
^vrery man duly tosses off his bumper, and is in 
t >r ci y respect good company. He is also to correct 
«I1 misdemeanors, and commonly punishes an offen- 
der by sconcing him a bumper : that is, in the lan- 
Eage of hard drinkers, not unmercifully denying 
D his due glass, but obliging him to add another 
to it of perhaps double the quantity. For offences 
of a very heinous nature, the transgressor is offered 
a decanter of water, or a tankard of small beer. 
The privilege of inflicting a bumper is exerted almost 
•very moment; for there is hardly any sort of beha- 
viour, which does not produce this punishment. I 
have 'known a 'man sconced for drinking, for not 
Arinking, for singing, for talking, for being silent, 
md at length sconced dead drunk, and made very 
good company. 

But none of these qualifications above-mentioned 
0OBstitute good company in the genteel part of the 
world. Polite assemblies neither aim at wit and 
hamour, nor make the least pretence to cultivate so- 
eietY. Their whole evenings are consumed at the 
eaid-table, without the least attempt at any other 
conversation, but the usual altercations of partners 
between the deals. Whist has destroyed conversa- 
tion, spoiled society, and ' murdered sleep.' This 
kind ot good company is as ridiculous, and more 
mmpid, than either the society of witlings or hard 
drinkers. Tossing off bumpers is as rational, and 
an employment infinitely more joyous, than shuffling 
a pack of cards a whole night : and puns, jokes, 
aad mimicry, however stale and repeated, furnish 
the company with conversation of as much use and 
variety, as the odd trick and four by honours. 

Such are the agreeable evenings passed at Whitens, 
and the other coffee-houses about 8t. James's. Such 
is the happiness of assemblies, routs, drums, and 
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and without gaming, what insipid thing) 
Eijucrades and ridottoa ! At such meet- 
ings the roan who is good company, plays the game 
very well, knows more cases than are in Hoyle, and 
often possesses soine particular qualifications, which 
would be no great recommendation to him any 
where else. Instead of meeting together, like 
other companies, with a desire of mutual delight, 
they sit down with a design upon the pockets of 
each other; though, indeed, it is no wonder, when 
one has stripped another of two or tliree thouBand 
ponnds, if the aucceaaful gamester thinks the person 
he has fleeced very good company. 

By what has been said, it appears that the notios 
of good company excludes all useful conversation: 
which, in either of the above-mentioned societies, 
would undoubtedly be despised as stupid and pe- 
dantic. The witlings have too lively a genius, and 
too warm an imagination, to admit it. The boOB 
companions can join nothing but love to a bottle: 
and among gamesters, it would, like sleep, be mere 
loss of time, and hinderance of business. Yet an 
accomplished member of either of these societies ia 
called good company ; which is just as proper ut 
expression, as, according to Serjeant Kite, CaioloB 
is' good Latin for Queen Anne, or a stout beating. 
But a set of people, who assemble for do other pur- 
pose than to game, have, in particular, so very bad 
a title to the denomination of good company, thai 
they appear to me to be the very worst. 



f 



THE CONNOISSEUR. 2t 

58. THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1756. 



Mque impvdicia, adulter, ganio, qiaqve alienim ct grartde 
iyewti/laTeral, quo fiagitinm aal facisut rcdinurel ; praleri, 
tp MaiKl, tnidtyiu parricidal, lacrilegi, cimticti j)idicii», mil pro 
I '/aclia Judicium limentei; had hoc, quilt manua alque lingua 

jmJuriD el naitgnine civili nUbat ; jmatremA, <nnn«(, qaa» Jilt- 

^iHm, egaias, conicius animtui exogitabal. 

SALLtlST. 

Would jon, like CBtJline's, an army choose. 
Go ransack While's, the taverns, and the slews ; 
Press everj buck and blood renown'd for drinking, 
For wenching, gambling, fighting, and free-thinldng. 

A MISFORTUNE, which happened to me the other 
dsy. sufficiently conviDccd me of the inconveDiencea 
arising from the indiscriminate power lodged in our 
pr«BS-gang3 ; who pay no more regard to those, who 
plead protection from the badge of literature, than 
a bailiff's follower. I would not have the reader think, 
that I was pressed myself :— but my Devil (that is, 
the messenger of the printing house) was carried off, 
as he was going with the copy of a Connoisseur to 
press. Learning appears to me of so much import- 
ance, that (in my opinion) the persons of the lowest- 
retainers to it, should be sacred from molestations 
«ad it gives me concern, though a very loyal subject^, 
tiiat even a ballad- singer, or the hawker of bloody 
news, should be interrupted in their literary 
dons. I hare in vain endeavoured to recover my ■ 
manuscript again : for, though I cannot but thinfc 1 
any one of my papers of almost as much consequence. M 
to the nation as Uie fitting out a fleet, the ignoraat J 
sailors were so regardless of its inestimable cod- I 
tents, that after much inquiry I detected them (witlJ 
my Devil in conjunction) lighting their pipes wiOil 
^ ft, 9t a low alehouse by Puddle-Dock. 

Tuig irretrievable loss to the public, as well « 
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I Myself, led me to consider, wlielUer noroe 

■ BiethiMl tnigbt not )>« lliongbt of, to raise sul£d»> 

■ forces for the fleet and army, without disturbing pooi 
I Itltourera und lioneat mechanics in tlieir peaceful 
viQGcuptttions. 1 have at length widt great [uinsitnA 
I «Xpence of thought, hit upon a scheme, which itill 
HUIectually answer that end : ' and without fuidier 
ll|tfefkce shall lay it before the public. 

I' I would propose, that erery useless member of 
Hltbe community should be made of service to his 
■country, by being obliged fo climb tiie ropes or carry 

■ •musket; and every detrimental one sbould bepre- 
B'Vented from injuring his fellow'subjects, and sent to 

■ annoy the common enemy. To begin with the 
B'bouiitry. There is no occasion to rob the fields of 
Vtteir husband-men or fetch our soldiers, as the 

■ Romans took their dictator, from llie plough. It is 
v%ell known, that every county can supply ua with 

■ tumerous recruits, if we were to raise them out of 
B'Aat idle body called country Squires: many of 
I whom are born only for the destruction of game, 
vand disturbance of their neighbours. They are mere 
Bftregetiibles, which grow up and rot on the same spot of 
HiVrounil : except a few perhaps, wliich are transulaol- 
WU into the Parliament House. Their whole life b 
Btmrried away in scampering after foses, leaj>ing five- 
Vi%ar gates, trampling upon the farmers' curu, and 

■ Iwilling October. As tliey are by their profesaioD 
B'6xeellcut marksmen, and have been used to carry a 
Khin, they might employ their powder to more purpose 
Hw fetching down a Frenchman than a pheasant : and 
■toost of them might be incorporated among the 
Bwvalry, or formed into light-budied troops and 
Btaounted on their own hunters. They mightalso be 
r ™ great use in marauding, or getting in forage; and 
I tf tliey would follow an enemy with the same ala- 
I^Ority and defiance of danger, as they follow a foxi 
K-llley might do prodigious execution in a pursuit* 
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e greatest danger would be, that if a fox ebould 
whaDce cross them in tbeir march, they would be 
' ' to run from their colours for the sake of a 
md we should have them all desert, or (in 
jt language of fos huiitere) goue away. 
Lif the couDtry ia infested with these useless and 
•poxious animals, called Squires, this metropolis is 
tt less over-run with a set if idle and mischievous 
features, which we may call town Squires. We 
)n levy a very numerous army, were we to 
1 it every vagrant about town, who, not 
jttTing any lawful calling from thence takes upon 
Eiimself the title of gentleman, and adds an Esq. to 
bis name. A very large corps too might be fonned 
Erom the Students at the Inus of Court, who, under 
the pretence of following the law, receive as it were 
1 BanctJon for doing nothing at all. With these the 
leveral tribes of play-bouse and coffee-house Critics 
ud that collective body of them called the Town, 
nay be allowed to rank : and though uo great es- 
[lloits can be expected from these invalids, yet (as 
ihey are of no other use whatever) lliey may at least 
lerve in the army, like Falstaff's men as ■ food for 
jowder.' 

But a very formidable troop might be composed 
if that part of them, distinguished by the name of 
Bloods. The fury of their assaults on drawers and 
irotchmen, and tne spirit displayed in storming a 
iMgnio, would be of intinite service in the field of 
Iwttle. But 1 would recommend it to the general to 
llftve them strictly disciplined; lest tbey should 
ihoot some of their own comrades, or perhaps run 
VKoy, merely forthcsake of the joke. Under pro- 
per regulations such valiant gentlemen would certain- 
ly be of use. I had lately some thoughts of recom- 
mending to the justices to list the bloods among those 
brare, resolute fellows employed as thief-takers. 
ftttJhsx^ftj'.pQW .servenolrler jiuTposea ^d the army : 
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and what may we not expect from Jsach int 
heroes, who, lor want of opportunity to exert' 
prowess in warlike skirmishes abroad, have 
obliged to give vent to their courage by bi 
the peace at home ? 

Every one will agree with me, that those nnttt^ 
honour, who make fighting their business, and tm^ 
not let their swords rest Quietly in their scabbaMi 
should be obliged to draw them in the service of'|| 
Majesty. What might we not expect fromtiM 
furious Drawcansirs, if, instead of cutting one n 
other's throats, their skill in arms was propoi^ 
turned against the enemy ! A very little discipin 
would make them admirable soldiers : for (as Jfei 
cutio says) they are already * the very butchers rf 
silk button/ I have known one of these duelM 
to keep his hand in, employ himself every monui 
in thrusting at a bit of paper stuck against the wan 
scot ; and I have heard another boast, that he coul 
snuff a candle with his pistol. These gentlemc 
are, therefore, very fit to be employed in close ei 
gagements : but it will be necessary to keep them i 
continual action; for otherwise they would bree 
a kind of a civil war among themselves, and, rath< 
than not fight at all, turn their weapons upon oi 
another. 

Several Irish brigades, not inferior to those of tli 
same country in the service of the French king, ma 
be formed out of those able-bodied men, which ai 
called fortune-hunters. The attacks of these dauo: 
less heroes have, indeed, been chiefly levelled at tb 
other sex : but employment may be found for thes 
amorous knight-errants, suitable to their know 
firmness and intrepdity; particularly in takin 
places by storm, where there is a necessity fc 
ravishing virgins and committing outrages upon th 
women. 

But among the many useless members of society 
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Siere are none so unprofitable as the fraternity of 
Eamesters. I therefore think, that their time would 
be much better employed in handling a musket, than 
ill shuffling a pack of cards, or shaking the dice box. 
As to the sharpers, it is a pity that the same dexterity 
^ich enables them to palm an ace or cog a die, is 
Hot used by them in going through the manual exercise 
k tbe military way. These latter might, indeed, be 
Mployed as marines, or stationed in the West 
Indies ; as many of them have already crossed the 
leasy ' and are perfectly well acquainted with the 
plantjELtions. 

.. The last proposal which I have to make on this 
lol^eqtt is to take the whole body of Free-thinkers 
into the service. For this purpose I would impress 
all the members of the Robin Hood Society; and, 
in consideration of his great merit, I would further 
advise, that the Clare-Market Orator should be made 
Chaplain to the regiment. One of the favourite 
tenets of a Free-thinker is , that all men are in a natural 
state of warfare with each other : nothing, therefore, 
is so proper for him, as to be actually engaged in 
war. As he has no squemish notions about ivhat 
will become of him hereafter, he can have no fears 
about death ; I would, therefore, always have the 
Free-thinkers put upon the most dangerous exploits, 
exposed to the greatest heat of battle, and ^ent upon 
the forlorn hope. For since they confess that they 
are bom into the world for no end whatever, and that 
thcfy shall be nothing after death, it is but justice 
that they should be annihilated for the good of their 
BOimtry. 
W. 
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Sloniitra evnumut niAi / 

Inlnul in Mil<i ater alienai miiU! 
Axgiii>perimpl¥eiiiia dtthlU dt trgltlu/ 

Gallina cecinet! 

Vliat Dnlack; prodi){ici have bcfalUn na t A i 
dog cama into the house I A snake fell team & 
thniugbihe sky-light! A hen crowed! 

MR. VILLAGE TO MR. TC 

Dear Cousia, March 3, 17S5 

I wa.s greatly entertaiDed with your late refleclioniffli 
'ttie several brancnes of magic em[)loyediatbeafltin' 
of love. I have myself been very lately among tll»' 
■eers of visions ana dreamers of dreams ; and bop' 
you will not be displeased at an account of portemi'i 
■nd prognostics full as extravagant, tbougb tbeyaK 
not all owing to the same cause, as those of yoW' 
correspondent Miss Arabella Whimsey. Youtnnat 
know. Cousin, that I amjust returned froroariiit 
of a furtnigbt to on old aunt in the North, where I 
waa mightily diverted with the traditional supeTsti- ' 
tiona which are most religiously preserved m liw ' 
family, as they have been delivered down (time out 
of mind) from their sagacious grand mothers ■ | 

When I arrived, I found the mistress of the house 
very busily employed with her two daughters in ■ 
nailing a horse-shoe to the threshold of the door. ■] 
This, they told me, was to guard against the spiteful '! 
designs of an old woman, who was a witch, and ,i 
had threatened to do the family a mischief, because | 
one of my voung cousins Idld two straws across, to 
aeeif theoldhagcouldwalkoverthera. The young ' 
lady herself assured me, that she had several timet 
heard Goody Cripple muttering to herself; and to 

lire she was saying the Lord's prayer backvr 
Besides the old woman had very often asketl^ 
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kpin : but they took care never to give her any 
gt))atwB.3 sharp, because she shoulil not bewitch 
II. They afterwards told me many other particu- 
of this kind, the same as are meatioaed with 
lite humour by the Spectator ; and to confirm 
1, they assured me, that the eldest miss, wheu 
was little, used to have fits, till the mother flung 
life at another old witch, (whom the devil had 
ied off in a high wind) and fetch blood from 

Phen I was to go to bed, my aunt made n thou- 
i apologies for not putting me in the best room 
lie house; which (she said) had never been laid 
■ince the death of an old washer-woman, who 
ked every night, and haunted that room in par- 
\»T, They fancied that the old woman had hid 
ley somewhere, and could not rest till she had 

somebody ; and my cousin assured me, that sho 
bt have had it alL to herself ; for the spirit came 
night to her bed-side and wanted to tell her, but 
had not courage to speak to it. I learned also, 

they had a footman once, who bauged himself 
ove : and he walked for a great while, till they 
the parson to lay liim tu the Red Sea. 
had not been here long, when an accident hap- 
id, which very much alarmed the whole family, 
'zer one night howled most terribly ; which was 
re sign, that somebody belonging to them would 

The youngest Miss declared, that she had heard 
lien crow that morning ; which was another fatal 
;iiostic. They told me, that just before uncle 
!, Towzer howled so for several nights together, 

they could not quiet him : and my aunt heard 
death-watch tick as plainly, as if there had been 
ack in the room : the maid too, who sat up with 
, heard a bell toll at the top of the stairs, the 
■ moment the breath went out of his body, 
iug this discourse, I over-heard one of my cou- 

3L, I. 'i D 
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sins ffhisper the other, that she was afrai^H 

mani ma would net livelong: for she smelt a 

swell like a dead carcass. They had a dairy — ^ 
who dieil the very week at'ter an hearse had sK' > 
at Uieir door in its way to church ; and lie :^ 
iniss, when she was but thirteen, saw her oW -^ 
ther'a ghost, (who was goue to the West t - 
walking in tjie garden ; and to be sure, uine K 
after, they had an account, that he died rinM i 
the ship, the very same day, and hour of tl^K 
that miss saw his apparition. 

I need not mention to you the common i^mzMt 
which were accounted by them no less propb* ^ 
a cinder popped from the fire, they were in Hum 
examine whether it was a purse or a coffin., jj 
were aware of my coming long before I &nivfd,'it 
cause they had seen a stranger on the grate. Tk 
youngest Miss will let nobody use the poker Ant hf 
self; because, when she stirs the fire it always bn* 
bright, which is a sign she will have a bright hiubiHi' 
audshe is no less sure of a good one, because # 
generally has ill luck at cards. Nor is the «*" 
less oracular than the fire : for the squire of tln^ 
rish came one night to pay them a visit, when t 
tallow winding-sheet pointed towards him ; tiA t 
broke his neck soon after in a fox chase. Mjt* 
one night oliserved with great pleasure a letterisA 
candle ; and she hoped it would be ti-om her toll 
London. We knew when a spirit was in Jhewol 
by the candle burning blue : but poor coDsin Ntf^ 
was ready to cry one time, when she snuffed tt>j 
and could not blow it in again, though her usterA 
it at a whiff, and consequeutly triumphed in bWl' 
perior virtue. ' 

We had no occasion for an almanack or the v' 
ther-glass, to let ns know whether it would rasa ' 
shine. One evening I proposed to ride outwilkij 
the next day to see a gentleman's bouwl 
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lighbourhood ; but my aunt assured us it would 
i, she kn^w very weU from the shooting of her 
Besides, there was a great spider crawling ' 
e chimney, and the blackbird m the kitchen 

to sing : which were both of them as certain 
unners of rain. But the most to be depended 

these cases is a tabby cat, which usually lies 
ig on the parlour hearth. If the cat turned 
il to the fire, we were to hare a hard frost : if 
it licked her tail, rain would certainly ensue* 
wondered what stranger they should see ;. be« 

puss washed her foot oyer her left ear. The 
tdy complained of a cold, and her daughter 
ked, it would go through the family ; for she 
ired, that poor Tab had sneezed several times. 
Tab, however, once flew at one of my cousins; 
lich she had like to have been destroyed, as 
jkole family b^gan .to think that she was no 
thyii a- witch. 

A iinpossible to tell you the several tokens, by 
( they know whether. good or ill luck will hap- 
> them. Spilling gf salt, or laying knives across, 
>;ery where accounted ill omens ; but a pin with 
^ad turned towards you, or to be followed by a 
;e dog, I found were very lucky. I heard one 
r cousins tell the cook maid, that she boiled 
all her sweethearts, because she had let her 
vater boil over. The same young lady one 
ng came down to breakfast with her cap the 
; side out; which her mother observing, charged 
ot to alter it all the day, for fear she should 
uck. 

t, above all, I could not help remarking the 
IS prognostics, which ' the old lady and her 
Iters used to collect from almost every part of 
)dy. A white speck upon the nails made them 
re of a gift, as if they had it already in their 
its. The eldest sister is to have one husband 
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t! than the youngest, liecaiise slie lias one 
J nore in her torelieail ; but the other will have to. 
{'advantage of her in the number of children, Mnf< 
^ plainly (irnved by sna[>ping their fioger joints. It 
I would take up too much room to set down ererf cii- 
I cumatance, which I observed of this sort durintDf 
t atay with them : I shall therefore coDclude my kotf 
I with the several remarks on the other parts of At 
I body, as far as I could leara them from tlua prophedl- 
I ikmily : for as 1 was a relation, you know, theytn 
[ Jess reserve. 

If the head itches, it is a sign of rain. If the heal 

{ aches, it is a profitable pain. If you havetbe toolk- 

he, you ilo not love true. If your eye-brow itcheli 

I you will see a stranger. If your right eye itdwt, 

I you will cry ; if your left, you will laugh. If jmit 

Boae itches, you will shake hands with, or ktas ■ 

, £boI, drink a glass of wine, run against a cuckeld'a 

door, or miss them all four. If your right ear oi 

cheek bums, your left friends are talking of you; 

if your left, your right friends are talking of you. 

If your elbow itches you will change your bed-fellow. 

I If your right hand itches you will pay away munej; 

'{ your left, you will receive. If your stomach 

tclies, you will eat pudding. If your back ilchM, 

' butter will be cheap when grass grows there. If 

I your side itches, somebody is wishing for you. 

' your gartering place itches, you will go to a straogc 

I place. If your knee itches, you will kneel in a 

strange church. If your foot itches, you will treai) 

. upon atrange ground. Lastly, if you shiver, bos~ 

body is walking over your grave. 

I am, dear Cousin, 
T. Your'a, *c. 
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-HtBc ego mecum 



Compregsis agiio labris, ubi^ quid datur oH, 
nindo Charitis. Hor. 

Let not a word escape the lips — ^but hist — 
And think in silence on the rules of whist. 

Whoever has had occasion often to pass through 
EEolborn, mast have taken notice of a pastry-cook's 
shop with the following remarkable inscription over 
the.4oor; Kidder's^ Pastry School. I had the curi- 
bfipljfcy to inquire into the design of this extraordinary 
academy, and found it was calculated to instruct 
ypung ladies in the art and mystery of tarts and 
cheesecakes. The scholars were, indeed, chiefly of 
the lower class, except a few notable young girls 
from the city, with two or three parson's daughters 
qui of the country, intended for service. As house- 
wifely accomplishments are now quite out of date 
among the polite world, it^is no wonder that Mr. 
Ipadder .has no sharie in the education of our young 
ladies of quality : and I appeal to any woman of 
fiashion, whetilier she would not as soon put her 
daughter 'prentice to a washer- woman, to learn to 
clear-starch and get up fine linen, as to send her to 
t|ie pastry-school to be instrupted in raised crust and 
puffpaste. The good dames of old, indeed, were not 
ashamed to make these arts their study ; but in this 
refined age we might sooner expect to see a kitchen- 
wench thumbing Hoyle's Treatise on Whist, than a 
fine lady collecting receipts for making puddings, or 
poring over the Complete Art of Cookery. 

The. education of femlEdes is at present happily ele- 
vated far above the ordinary employments of do- 
ipestic economy : and if any school is wanted for 
the improvement of young ladies, I may venture to 
say, it should be a school for whist. Mr. Hoyle 

2p3 
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f w»eil, indeed, to wait on ladies of qualitratl 
n haiises to g;ive tliem lectiires on this sciol 
' but as that learned master has left off* teachin^fl 
I can have no iiiHtructioRS but from his incomM 
frtRatise ; and this, 1 am afraid, is so abstnial 
[■bounding with technical t«rms, that evea| 
■ Uiong the quaUty, who are tolerably well g 
,he science, are scarce able to unravel i 
sity of his cases, which are many of them 4 
Kate as the hardest proposition in Euclid. 
WioT whist would, therefore, be of escelleBJ 
where young ladies of quality might be f 



branches of lurching, Fl 
ling the ten-ace, and get- I 



Lt their 



write, read> and wt 
a strange neglect ii 



instructed 

nouncing, finessing, 
ting the odd trick, ii 
misses are taught t< 
I Beedle. 

I There seems to be a strange neglect in the edn- 
I eation of females, that, though great pains are taken 
I with them to make them talk French, they are yet 
I ao ignorant of the English language, that before tliey 
I come to their teens they can scarce tell what is meant 
I by lurching, revoking, fussing the cards, or the most : 
L common terms, now in use at all routs and assem* 
I bliea. Hence it often happens, that tt young lady 
I is almost ripe for a gallant, and thoroughly rersed , 
I m ^e arts of the toilet, before she is initiated into 
I the mysteries of the card-table. I would therefore 
I propose, that our demoiselles of fashion should bs 
I taught the art of card-playing from their cradles; 
E and have a pack of cards put into their hands, at Ihe 
I usual time that the brats of vulgar people are ea^ 
I ployed in thumbing their horn-book. The mind of 
, man has been often compared (before it baa received 
any ideas) to a white piece of paper, which is capable 
of retaining any impression afterwards made upon it. 
In like manner, I would consider the minds of those 
infants, which are born into a well-bred family, *»■ 
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^ILck of cards, ready to be marked with tbe 
Dd colours of the suite : at least, I am coafident 
lao); of them, after they are grown up, have 
1 very few ideas beyond them. What, there- 
Hr. Locke recummends, that we should cheat 
en into learniog their letters, by making it seem 
ime, should be put in practice in every polite 
yi and the little ladies may be taught to dis- 
sh ace, deuce, tray, &c, as bood as they could 
A, little a, and the other letters of the criss- 
row : as to the four honours, they will readily 
them by the same method that other children 
e Dames of dogs, horses, &c. by looking at 
HCtures, After this, in order to complete her 
tion, little Miss (when of a proper age) should 
:t to the whist school, or have lessons from pri- 
laaters at home. She may now be made to 
' heart the taws of the game, read a chapter in 
!, and be catechised in laying and taking the 
and, in process of time, she may be set to 
any of Hoyle's hardest cases, or any of the 
fitions in his doctrine of chances ; for which 
r. Hoyle himself tells us), no more knowledge 
tbmetic is required, than what is sufficient to 
1 the tricks, or score up the game. 
sciences appear equally abstruse to the learner 
first setting out: but 1 will venture to say, 
le science of whist is more complex than even 
a or the mathematics. The Ass's bridge in 
I is not so difficult to be got over, nor the Lo- 
us of Napier so hard to be unravelled, as many 
yle'a cases and propositions ; as an instance 
ich, take the following moat obvious and easy 
—A and B are partners against C and D. 
( B have scored 3, and want to save their 
C and D are at short can'ye : and conse- 
y both sides play for two points. C has the 
Btd aims up the Knave of Hearts. C asks 
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Utia puUi«r D, vrbo refuses. B has ihe \e^M 
biuis hia aut>u{; Huit. Spades, two roanda wit^' 
Kwil King. A discartia bis weakeiit suit, piu 
■Hi«n B forces his partner. A leads a strong 
Ewhicb B refuses. A forces B, who, by fl 
ESpodcs, plays iDto A's faasd, irho returns ij 
Kand so they get to a Saw between them. Ar 
Fa leads through C's Honours. B tincsses ll 
^tod playa a Spiule, which A trumps. Xot 
llByiiig behind C'n King and Knave of 1 
URakes the Tea-ace with Ace urid Queen; i 
EksviDg Iha long Trunip, brings in his thirteenM 
KConset|U(!nUy A and B get a dam against ib^ i' 
KT»rsarit« C and D, and score a single game to "' 
Flh* rubbers. 

■ - Hince, liiercforc, this science is attended with w I 
I much difficulty, the necessity of a school forifbiitl 
I U very evident : and if the plan of education, ahOTI t 
I proposed, was put into execution, 1 will venturSUl 

Etonounce, that young ladies, who can now twMH t 
e trusted at any game beyond one-and -thirty Bona- 1 
I Ace, or beat the Knave out of doors with tl^ moid- I 
I servants, would he (|ualilied, at twelve yeais okl, to I 
I make one at auy card-table in town ; and would evM I 
^ beat their mammas, who have not had the same ad- ' 

■ vantage of education. Many a husband, and many 1 
W % parent, I am sure, hare had reaaon to lament, that 

I their wives and daughters have not had the happi^ 
I iKss of so early an mstruction in this branch of fe- I 
I male knowledge : and I make uu doubt, but serenl | 
I boarding-schools will be set up, where young ladiu i 
I may be taught Whist, Brag, and all kinds ot 6vd- 
K vork. How many ladies, for want of such a schoot, , 
I axe at present shut out from the best company, be- | 
I flause they know no more of the game, than whUis i 
I ealled White-Chapel play I In order, therefoie, to 
L femedy this deliciency as far as possible, I would | 
"^ " - - ' ■( ^^ jjjj, Hoyie^ oraoraeOtb«r ' 
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|t artist (in imitation of Messieurs Hart and 
\ yrho profess to teach grown g;entieinen to 
Kto advertise that grown gentlewomen may be 
9 play at whist in the most private and ex- 
p manner; so that any lady, who never be- 
K a card in hand, may be enabled in a very 
fee to play a rubber at the most fashionable 
D assemblies. 



p. THURSDAY, MARCH 27,1755. 

n petimua shiJliiifl. Hon, 

fi Heav'o we covet by prepoBteraus rules, 
' '"m t' aurselves a paradiae of fools. 

served by the French, that a cat, a priest, 
[bid woman, are sufficient to constitute a re- 
:i England. So universally, it seems, 
Mming and genius diffused through this island. 
It the lowest plebeians are deep casuists in mat- 
's of faith as well as politics; and so many and 
inderfiil are the new lights cootinuatty breaking in 
King us, that we daUy make fresh discoveries, and 
ike out unbeaten paths to future happioess. The 
Bve observation of our neighbours is, in truth, ra- 
ir too full : for a priest is so far from necessary. 
It a Dew species of doctrine would be better re- 
ived by our old women, and other well-disposed 
od people, from a layman. The most estraurdi- 
ry tenets of religion are very successfully propa- 
ted under the sanction of tbe leatheru apron in- 
tod of the cassock: every corner of the town has 
barber, mason, bricklayer, or some other handi- 
ift teacher ; and there are almost as many sects 
this metropolis, as there are parish-churches. 
^» to old women, since the passions of females- 
Mta^ger in youth, and their minds weaker in age. 



I 
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tliaii tiiofie of the other sex, their readiness itt^iia 
bracing any principles of religion, pressed qiliM 
with particular earnestness and vehemence, it ■< 
very wonderful. They hope, by the moat rigHl J< 
meanor in the decline of life, to make amendiii 
that unbounded loose given to their paaaioDs iallw 
younger years. The same violence, however, CH 
monly accompanies tiiein in reli^on, as formerly ■ 
tuated tbem in their pleasures ; and their zeai entite 
eats up their charity. They look vritb a malevole 
kind of pity on all who are still employed in world 
undertakings, * carry prayer-books in their pocket 
and piously damn all their relations and acquaintao' 
with texts of Scripture. I kiiow an old gentlevrom 
of this cast, who has formed hei^elf as a pattern 
staid behaviour; and values herself for havmg'gir 
up at threescore the vanities of sixteen. She i 
nounces heavy judgments on all frequenters of pi 
lie diversions, and forebodes the worst conaequeiu 
from every party of pleasure. I have knawn t 
foretel the ruin of her niece from a country danc 
nay, she can perceive irregular desires flaming fn 
a gay coloured top-knot, and has evea descrii 
adultery itself lurking beneath the thin veil of 
worked apron, or beaming from a diamond girdl 
buckle. 

JJut we might, perhaps, suffer a few good « 
ladies to go to heaven their own way, if these sec 
were not pernicious on many other accauuts. Su 
strange doctrines are very apt to unsettle the dudi 
of the common jieople, who often make ao ot 
transition from infidelity to enthusiasm, and becoo 
bigots from arrant free-thinkers : their faith, hoi 
ever, it may be well imagined, is not a saving faiO 
as they are worked up to an adoration of the CreatO 
from the same slavish principle that induces the L 
worship the Devil. It is amazing ho 
strongly fear operates on these weak creatures, au 
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isily a canting, whining rascal can mould them 
purpose. I have known many a rich trsides- 
heedled and threatened out of his subsistence, 
mself and unhappy family at last lectured into 
»rk-house. .Thus do these yile hypocrites turn 
convert's head to save his soul; and deprive 
all happiness in this world, under pretence of 
I g it to him eternally in the next, 
hing can do religion more injury than these 
I mockeries of it. Many of these sects con- 
nost entirely of battered prostitutes, and per- 
f the most infamous character. Reformation 
r chief pretence : wherefore, t)ie more aban- 
those are, of whom they make proselytes, the 
ley pride themselves on their .conversion. I 
ber a debauched young fellow, who pretended 
en amendn&ent of his principles, in order to 
bis shattered fortune. He turned Methodist, 
on began to manifest a land of spiritual fond- 
r a pious sister. He wooed her acco;rding to 
actions of the rubric, sent her sermons instead 
t'douxy ' greeted her with a hloly kiss,' and 
d. his mistress by appearing in every respect 
ugh devotee. But, alas ! the good gentleman 
lever be prevailed on to comply with religious 
tees, or appear any more at church or meet- 
er the performance of the marriage ceremony, 
west of the vulgar also, for their peculiar 
equently become sectari^. They avail them- 
01 a mock conversion to redeem their lost 
ers, and, like criminals at Rome, make the 
a sanctuary for villainy. By this arti- 
ey recdyoiiiiend themselves to the charity 
weak but well-meaning christians, and 
tsinuate themselves as servants into Metho- 
lilies. 

age, with his usual humour, represents Gil 
I w^6ild6rfally charmed with the seeming; 
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ictiiy of Ambrose de L&mela. when be b 

D hU service: and Gil Bias is evcii not a 

Ilia remissness tbe very first night, when h 

Taut tells him, that it was owing to Ids a 

devotions. Ilut it soon appears, that lus si 

1 been employed iu concerting the robberyfl 

>iition to religion is so W 

of people, that I am fil 

but when I see their q 

aziness, and observe 

business, under the pretext 4, 

ipererogatiun, 1 am apt to cpit 

_, , nd to take every servant of (hul 1 

kind for a mere Saint Ambrose. Ad old Mocaiuul 

*unt of mine, of whom I have formerly made worth] i 

Bention, would never have any servants, who did 1 

■ot belong to the society of the United Bretlicea. 1 

But so little did the good lady'a endea 

■erve virtue and a spirit of devotion in lier house I 

mcceed, that the generality of the meu fell into evil \ 

Courses, and most of the pious sisterhood left the fa- | 

Mily with big bellies. 

I would not be thought to deny my fellow-Bubjecti I 
full liberty of conscience, and all the benefits of the 
Tolereitioa Act; yet I cannot help regarding these 
weak, if not ill-meant divisions from the established 
fifaurch, as a dangerous kind of free-thinking : not io 
locking, indeed, as the impious avowal of atheisn 
and inhdelity, but often attended with the same bad 
consequences. A religion founded on madness and 
enthusiasm, is almost as bad as no religion at all ; 
tad what is worse, the unhappy errors of particulu 
sects expose the purest religion in Uie world to the 
•cotfs of unbelievers. Shallow witlings exercise tbetr 
Uttlc talents fur ridicule on matters of religion, and 
iail into atheism and blasphemy in order to avoid 
bigotry and enthusiasm. The weakness of the sec- 
taries strengthens them in their ridiculous notions, 
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kduces many other evils, as will appear from 
' wing short history. 

I gloriouB reign of Queen Elizabeth there re* 
n these kingdoms a worthy lady called Reli- 
Ihe was remarkable tor the sweetness of her 
which was cheerful without levity, and 
without moroseness. She was also particu- 
aecent in her dress as well as behaviour, and 
taerved with uncommon mildness the strictest re- 
blaTity in her family. Though she had a noble 
■ius, and led a very sober life, yet in those days 
._. : kept the best company, was greatly admired by 
^ Queen, and was even intimate with most of the 
Laids of honour. What became of her and her fa- 
mily is not known ; but it is very certain, that they 
RVive at present no connexion with the polite world. 
Some affirm, that the line ia extinct ; though I have 
Ipdeed been told, that the late Bishop Berkeley and 
die present Bishops of — and — — are descended 
from the principal branches of it, and that some few 
6f tlie family are resident on small livings in ths 
country. 

We are told by a certain fashionable author, that 
Ihere were foirocrly two men in a raad'house at 
Paris, one of whom imagined himself the Father, 
and the other the l^on. In like manner, no sooner 
did the good lady Religion disappear, but she was 
personated by a crazy old beldam called Supersti* 
tion. But the cheat was instantly discovered ; for, 
instead of the mild discipline, with which her prede- 
cessor ruled her family, she governed entirely by 
Bererity, racks, wheels, gibbets, sword, tire, and 
faggot. Instead of chaerfulness she introducet' 
gloom, was perpetually crossing herself with holy 
irater, and, to avert the terrible judgments of which 
she was hourly in fear, she compiled a new almanack, 
in which she wonderfully multiplied the number (j' 
red letters. After a miserable life she died melaiH 



I 
I 



VOL, I 



1 



ehnly nuul, but left a wiU behiui) her. in wUek 
tK'ijunmtlieil n very consiilerablc sum to buihl ^ 
pital for reltKtous lunatioa; wbich, I am ial 
trill «|>e»bly be built un the Bame ground, vbewi 
fbundfery, that celebrated Methodist meeting! 
aow stands. 

i^upemtition left behind her a sou called At 
begot on her by a Moravian teacher at one of l!m 
Love>Peii!it)i. Atheism soon shnwed bimselfl4ib«i 
most proHigate abandoned fellow. He came Tfirj j 
early upon town, and was a rraaarkable blood, 
Among bis ^other frolics he turned author, aoilii' 
said to have written in concert with Lord Bohn;- 
broke. After having; at|uandered a large fortune,bt 
turned gamester, then pimp, and Itigbwayman ; il 
which last occupation he was soon detected, talofe 
and thrown into Newgate. He behaved very iv 
pudently in the condemned bole, abused the ordiBlff 
whenever (hat gentleman attended him, and eaeev- 
raged all his fellow prisoners, in the Newgate pbrau, 
to die hard. When he came to tbe gallows, insteld 
of the psalm, he sung a bawdy catch, threw am; 
tfte book, and bid Jack Ketch tuck bim up like.a 
gcntleraan. Many of his retationa were present il 
ttie execution, and shook their heads, repeating tfac 
words of Mat in the Beggar's Opera, 'Poorfellowl 
we are sorry for you, but it is what we must ail come 
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Having lately informpd my readers, that the Fem^e 
Parliament is now sitting, I shall proceed to lay be- 
&re them the substance of a debate that happened 
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i in the Committee of Religion, and which was un- 
l expectedly occasioned by a Motion that was no^e 
I by Miss Graveairs. This Committe had long been 
i (poked upon .as useless, but for form sake continued 
I to in^et, though it.wais adjourned immediately : but 

one day, there being more members present than 
; usual, the Chair-^woman was no sooner in the chair^ 
: than the lady above mentioned addressed her in the 

following speech. 

Madam, 
. It is with no less surprise than concern, that I 
reflect on the danger to which the greater part of my 
»ex, either ^through ig^norance or choice, are now 
exposed ; -^qd I have the strongest reasons.to believe 
that nothing but the vigorous and timely resolutions 
of< this wise assembly can pre vent them from changing 
their religion, and becoming Roman Catholics. What 
subject can be more interesting. and important to us, 
whether we consider ourselves as a Committee of 
Religion, a Parliament of Women, or an Assembly 
of Protestants ? Was such a design to be carried 
into execution, the free use of our tongues would be 
tli|cenaway; we should never be suffered perhaps 
to speak to the other sex, but through gates and 
bars ; aiid this place of our assembly would be pro- 
bably the abode of n uns and friars. But lest you should 
think me thus alarmed without. reason, I shall now 
l^y before you the grounds of my complaint ; that, 
if it is, not too late, we may prevent the evil, or, if it 
is, we may guard against it.- 

.My fears are grounded on those remarks, that 
have long been made on the dress of the sex. Con-* 
stant as the men have styled us to the love of change, 
little have they imagined, that Popery was invariably 
the. object, to which every innovation was designed 
to lead. So long ago as when, to the honour of our 
0ex, a Queen was upon the throne, it was the fashion, 

2e2 
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V we may learn from* Pope, tor the ladies to mtti 
Bpon thdrbreastsaflaming cross. Thesamefai^iMct 
hns been transmitted to the present timea. Wblftl 
' ■ ■ " 7 InUri 



Hadam, is this but downright Popery 
catholic countries they mre contented witJi ei«ca|d 
eucifises in their roads and churches; but alaitS] 
this protestant kingdom crosses are alike to be seM | 
in places sacred and profane, the court, the pin- 1 
house: and (pardon me ladies!) this veneiaDl 



I 



Nuspect, this heterodox introduction 
into the female dress had an higher original than the 
days of Queen Anne, whose affection for the 
church was very well known. It seems rather W 
have been imported among us, together with dw 
Jesuits, by the popish consorts of the first or secuaj 
Charles : or perhaps the ladies first wore it in com- 
plaisance to the English Pope Joan, Queen Maij. 
This much is certain, that at the same time our piou) 
reformer Queen Elizabeth expelled the cross from 
our altars, she effectually secured the necks of our 
ladies from this superstition by the iutroductioD <i 
the Ruff. 

The next part of our dress that I shall mention 
which savours of popery, is the capuchin. This 
garment in truth has a near resemblance to that of 
the friar, whose name it bears. Our grnndmothen 
had already adopted the hood ; their daughters by 
a gradual advance introduced the rest ; but nr 
greater improvements were still in store for us. IVa 
all of us remember, for it is not above two years ago, 
how all colours were neglected for that of purple. 
In purple we glowed from the hat to the shoe ; and 
in such request were the ribbons and silks of that 
favourite colour, that neither the milliner, mercer, 
nor dyer himself could answer the demand. Who 
* Upon her breast a sparkllag croaa she wore. 

RAFEOrTUi tiOCK. 
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Vaiitmustthink, that this aros^ from Popish principles ? 
.^d though it may be urged, that the admired Fanny, 
>irho first introduced it, is no nun, yet you may all re- 
yomber that the Church of Rome herself has been 
jjty led the Scarlet, or, as some render it, the Purple % 
Whore. 

But to proTe indisputably our manifest approaches 
to Popery, let me now refer you to that fashionable 
hloak, which, sorry I am to see it, is wore • by the 
^.greater part even of this asssembly, and which 
ipd^d is .with great propriety styled the Cardinal. 
For were, his hojiness Uie Pope to be introduced 
unong us, he would almost fancy himself in his own 
conclaye; and were I not too well acquainted with 
my sisters' principles, I myself should be induced to 
kfalnk, that to those in such grave attire nothing but 
Bi cloister and a grate was wanting. As to those of 
eayer colours, you need not to be told, that there 
dixe white and grey friars abroad, as well as black : 
and as the English are so remarkable for improving 
on their originals, we shall not be then surprised at 
the variety of colours that appear among us. 

It has been whispered too, that some of my sisters 
liaTe been so ^ond of the monkish austerities, as to 
ha^e their heads shaved; This I do not aver of my 
own knowledge ; but if it is so, they still condescend 
to. wear artificial locks;, though it would be not at 
all strange, if they also should soon be laid aside, * 
aa they are already prepared for it by leaving off their 
caps. I shall only desire you still further to reflect, 
bow fashionable it is for the ladies to shine with bor- 
rowed faces ; and then 1 believe you will readily 
%Uow, that their votaries, the men, are in great dan- 
ger als^ of being seduced to popery ; since do they 
not already, by the. compliments they pay to a paint- 
ed face, address an image and adore a picture ? 

What has now been said will induce you, I hope, 
to pay a proper regard to the following Resolutions, 

2e3 
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1 bumbly move, may be agreed lo 1^ 
Jommitteet and represented U> the bouae. 

Resolved, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, ( 

order to prevent the growth of Popery, n 

I ^all for the future be imported of popish mal 

I diBtingiiished hy popish names. 

Resolveil, 

That in order to enforce a due obedienoeij 

ine shall be obliged to practise the auateritii 

wet they imiute ; so that, for esample, the Cal 

■ iImII be compelled to lead a single life, and tl 

■ pochins to gu bare-foot. 



I further sanction n i 



It is recommended that, 
r tiie bill proposed, every offender, who shall be deeio- 
] ed incorrigible, shall be banished from alt routs, sad 
transported to her country seat for seven winters. 

This motion was strongly seconded by Ladj 
Hend'em, who urged in its support, that to ha 
certain knowledge many of the sex very frequently 
assembled at one another's houses, and particularly 
on the Sabbath, where mass books were actually 
Imd before them, and the warmest adoration paid ta 
some pictures or painted images, which, she was 
told, resembled some Ivinj^s and Queens that had 
been long canonized : and the offerings, that were 
coustandy made at their shrines, would (she said) be 
found, on a moderate computation, to exceed tfaoM 
that were formerly made at the tomb of Thomas ^ 
Becket. She added, that after the catholic custom, 
they always fasted on those nights, or, if they 
supped at all, it was only on tish. 

The chief speaker on the other side of the questioii 
was Lady Smart, one of the representatives for 
Grosvenor-Square, who, by the way, was stroagly 
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_ acted of being a prejudiced peraoD, I 
not deaying that abe had cbarms, which could almost 
aanctify error itself. Nobody, she said, could sus- 
pect the sex of inclining to popery, who observed the 
aversion they all discovered to a siugle life. Tbe uses 
of the obnoxious garments were allowed to be many ; 
the names at least were innocent : and the cry against 
them she was sure, could only be raised by the old 
and the ugly ; since nothing could be so fantastic, as 
not to become a pretty woman. 

Her ladyship was Joined by tbe beauties present; 
but they being few, their objections were over-ruled, 
and the motion was carried. The next day, tbe 
house, on receiving the report, after some debate, 
agreed to the resolutions, and a bill was ordered to 
be prepared and brought in accordingly. Though, 
at tbe same time they were of opini 
that if the Fig-leaf Bill took place, these restric- 
tions would be quite needless. 

N°63. THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 1765. 

Et noli nulDnim, et qui niucealur ab illii. 
TO MR, TOWN. 

Sir, Cambridgt, April 4. 

If you are a true sportsman, aud have the 
honour of the turf at heart, you must have ub- 
served with the utmost concern a 
the newspapers, that ' Wbite-nose died at Dun- 
caster of a mortification in the foot.' An article of 
this nature, and at such a time, must strike a damp . 
on all gentlemen breeders ; lind for my part I can-,J 
not help looking on tbe present races at Newmarketi A 
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I M funeral gameit in honour of the memo 
m. TIm dc&tb of a Mtallion of such 
a public calamity to all koowing ones in tlie kiii|>> 
I dam; nor docs such an accident bring with it the 
1 least consolation; especially since it is not Iha 
fashion to pit the lives of horses, as well as men, 
, . n^ainst each other. 

b Italian gtey-bounds, Dutch laii-dogs. inoakeys. 
I and moccawa, bave been honoured with uioauioenta 
Kvid epitaphs: but a racc-borse as much suqiuaea' 
^tt>ese insignificant animals, as White-nose was su- 
V-p«tior to a pauk-horse ; and 1 catinut but thiak, tbat 
pmn obelisk (with a proper inscription drawn up.li; 
1 Messieurs Ueber and Pond ) should be (greeted oeai 
I SevilVDitcb orChoak'jade on Newmarket Heath, 
, in honour to lus memorv. With what astonislHaeot 
niigbt we then read of bis powerful deep rate, bjr 
which all the horses that run against hini were no 
re ? With whut rapture should we then recount 
I his rapid victories in the tield, (mote surprising than 
I those of the Duke of Marlborough) by which he won 
I Tewksbury, won Chip ping- Norton, won Lincoln, 
I won York, &c.! But, above all, we should admire 
I the noble blood which flowed in bis vcine, and with 
I xeverence contemplate the illustrious names of his 

Keat, g;reat, great, great, grandsires and grandams. 
lere is not the least flaw in the blood of White- 
f nose's family : and his epitaph might conclude, in 
I imitation of that famous one on the Duke of New- 
1 castle's monument, ' that all the Sons were remark- 
y tihie stallione, and all the Daughters excetleiit 
I breeders.' 

The pedigrees uf our race-horses have been al- 

I ways preserved with as much care aad exactaiats, 

I as the Tree of Descent among the familyof aSpaniik 

grandee or Palish nobleman : nor doet^ the Welsh- 

> man df^rive grater honuur from proving himael(,| 

fiftieth cousin to Cadwallader or Chart 
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tbronKh a long line of David Ap Shenkina, Ap 
Morgan, Ap PowcU, Ap Prices, than the horse bi 
being halt' brother to the Godolphin Barb, or ful 
cousin by the dam's side to the Blondy-Shoulder'i 
Arabian. The Romans were no less curious in th 
breed of their horses, and paid the greatest honours 
to those that beat the wiiole Circus hollow. They 
vren erected monumentx to their memory, of which 
Lipsius gives us the following remarkable instance. 
Clarusime lupi» vetm, quern Roaue olim nidi et ex- 
taripri. fa medio vir est, qui dextra baadum ginittra 
paimbtiH tenet: extrintecui dao cunf oMsilientei equi 
cum gemina aucriptiime ; — A.quilo, Nepos Aquilonis 
vieit cxsx. sectmdvg I'ulU Isxxviii. tertiat lulit sxxvi. 
— Altera,— Hirpinus, Nepos Aquilonis vicil cxiv. 
gecundus tttlit Ivi. tertias tulit sxxvi. Habes itaque 
ipmm hie Uirpinium, atque adeo ^is Avum Aqui- 
lonemu I could wish that the same honours were 
paid to our horses : I would at least propose, theit 
the names, pedigrees, and a. list of the plates won 
by victorious horses, should be inscribed on the 
posts of all courses, where Ihey have made them- 
selves famous. These memorials might serve to 
perpetuate the renown of our racers, and would fur- 
nish posterity with a more complete history of the 
turf than the Sportsman's Calendar. 

You will undoubtedly observe, Mr. Town, that in 
the extiact concerning horses, with which 1 have 
Just presented you from Lipsius, a man is also men- 
tioned ; the account of whom would, if modernized, 
run in the following terms. ' In the middle of the 
monument stood a man, with a whip in his right hand, 
and a feed of corn in his left.' Hence it appears, 
that tiie Romans intended to do honour to the cha- 
rioteer as well as horses; and it is a pity, that we 
do not also imitate them in this particular, and pay 
equal respect to onr Jockeys, The chariot-race 
>ras not more celebrated among the ancients, than 
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at preHent ; and the Circtu it 
Rome nerer drew together eo noble an assembly ti 
Ae modem course. Nor do I see any reason, why 
Theroa should be mure applauded for carrying olf 
the prize at. Elis or Piau , than Tom Marshal for win- 
WDg the plat« at York or Newmarket. The cha- 
rioteers of old were, indeed, composed of the great- 
est princes and persons of the first rank, who prided 
tbemselres on their dexterity in managing the retu, 
•nd driving their own chariots. In this thsy.hiv« 
been imitated by several of our modem gentry,wfaD 
talu« themselves on being exceHent coachmen: and 
ft is with intinite pleasure, that 1 bave lately observed 
persons of fasbiou at all races affect the dress asH 
Buuincr of grooms. And as gentlemen, lika the an- 
cient charioteers, begin to enter the race tbemaelvea, 
uid ride tbeir own horses, it is probable, that we 
, shall soon see the best Jockeys among the first of 
Aur nobility. 

That the encomiums of the horse shall nu tre- 
quently be enlarged on, without entering into tlie 

Ciises of the Jockey, is indeed something wonder- 
; when we consider how much the beast is und«r 
Mg direction, and that the strength and tleetnesa of 
■Victorious or Driver would be of no use without the 
skill and honesty of the rider. Large sums han 
been lost by a horse running, accidentally without 
doubt, oD the wrong side of the post; and we know- 
ing-ones, Mr. Town, have frequently seea gre»r 
dexterity and management exerted, in contriving 
iftat one of the best horses in the tield should 1m 
^tanccd. The Jockey has, indeed, so great I 
b share in the success of the race, that every man, 
I who has ever betted five pounds, is acquainted whb 
I his consequence; and does not want to be told, llial 
[ the victory depends at least as often on the rider u 
l^he horse. 

I cannot help agreeing with Lady Pentweazle in 
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4he force, that, ' if there was as much care taken in 
■ike breed of the human species, as there is in that 
-#f dog^ and of horses, we should not have so many 
^ny half-formed animals as we daily see among 
ob:' and every thorough sportsman very well knows, 
that as much art is required to bring up a Jockey, aa 
the b^ast he is to ride. In every respect the same 
care must be had to keep hini in wind, and he must 
be in like manner dieted, put in 'sweats, and exer- 
cised, to bring him down to a proper weight. Much 
depends upon the size of the man as well as horse : 
for a rider of the same dimensions witii a grenadier 
woilld- no more be fit to conke upon the turf as a 
Jockey, than an awkward thing taken out of the 
sfaAfts of a dray could ever appear at the starting- 
potit as a race-horse. This is obvious to every one ; 
and 1 could not help smiling at what my landlord at 
the White Bear said the other day to a little fellow- 
commoner of St. John's, (who would fain be thought' 
a knowing-one) by way of compliment : * My wor- 
thy master,' said the landlord, ' it is a thousand 
pities you should be a gownsman, when you would 
have made such a special postboy or Jockey.' 

My chief inducement to write to you at present, 
Mr. Town, was to desire you to use your endeavours 
to bring the Jockey into equal esteem with the animal 
he bestrides ; and to beg, that you would promote 
the settling an established scheme for the preserva- 
tion of his breed. In order to this I would humbly 
propose, that a stud for the Jockeys should be im- 
mediately built near the stables at Newmarket; and 
that their genealogies should be duly registered ; 
that the breed should be crossed as occasion might 
require, and that the best horsemen, and of the 
lightest weights, should intermarry with the full 
sisters of those who had won most plates : and in a 
word, the 4iame method used for the improvemoat of 
the Jockeys as their horses. I have here sent you 
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an exact pcdij^ee of a famous Jockey, takiek trkk I 
all that care just now pfescribetl ; and I doubt nM. 
if my scheme was universally put in execution, tnt | 
we should excel all other nations in our horsetneir 
as we already do in our horses. 

TO RIDE THIS SEASON, 

An able Jockey, fit to start for Match, Sweep- 
stakes, or King's Plate; well sized; can momt 
twelve stone, ur strip to a feather ; is sound wind 
and limb, and free from blemishes. He was got b; 
Vorkshire Tom, out of a full sister to Deptford tiaa. 
His dam was got by the noted Matchim Tims. Hi» 
Grandam was the Geimaa Princess ; aud his gieai 
Grandam was daughter to Flanders Moll. Uis Sin 
won the king's Plate at York aud Uambleton, the 
Lady's Subscription purse at Nottingham, the Give- 
and-Take at Lincoln, and the Sweepstakes at New- 
market. His Grandsire beat Dick Rogers at Epsom 
and. Burford, and Patrick M'Guutt'em over llie 
Curragh at Kildare. His great Grandsire, and' 
great great Grandsire rode for King Charles the 
Second; and so noble is the blood wtiich dows n 
Uiis Jockey's veins, that none of his family were 
«ver distanced, stood above live feet five, or weighed 
more than twelve stone. W( * 

a" 04. THURSDAY, APRIL 17, l^^H 

Canet legaloi tiatere, ^^^^| 

Ut seie eriperent Jwniinum contumelui. Phxor. 

Hounds, pointers, mastiffs, lap-dt^s sue for help, 
With many n, doleful howl, and piteous yelp, 
R.eti;bsing the other nigbt from the cofiee-housei 
where 1 had just been reading the* votes, 1 fouad 
myself on a sudden oppressed with drowsiness, Ihit 
• A bill had been broagbt into parliament for laying • U 
njion dogs 
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Eo promise me as sound a repose in my great 
uy dog already enjoyed by the fire-side, 
ly indulged it ; and had hardly closed my 
.<QeB, before I fell into the following dream. 

Methought the door of my room on a sudden flew 
^pen, and admitted a great variety of doga of all 
l^ts and sizes, from the mastiff to the lap-dog. I 
ApKB surprised at this appearance ; but my amaze- 
Itfnt was mucli increased, when I saw a large grey- 
Ibotuid advancing towards me, and heard him thus 
'^dress me in an human voice. 

You cannot, Sir, be ignorant of the panic that 
{irevBits among all our species, ou account of a 
scheme now on foot for our destruction. That 
alaugbter, which was formerly made among the 
irolrea of this land, and in which our ancestors bore 
■o large a share, is now going to be revived among 
US. I, for my own part, have no hopes of escaping, 
as yau will easily Judge when you hear my case. 
Hy master owes bis subsistence to his labour, and 
with bis wages can just maintain me and his three 
children. In return, 1 now and then afford him a 
comfortable meal, by killing him a rabbit in the 
squire's warren, or picking him up a hare on a Sun- 
day morning. The other services I render him are 
of equal importance to bun, and pleasure to myself. 
I am his constant companion to the field in the morn- 
ing, and back again at night i he knows that his 
clothes and his wallet are safe in my keeping ; and 
he is sure to be roused on any midnight alarm, when 
1. am in the house. 

It is with horror I reflect on the numbers of my 
relations, who will swing their last, and against 
^bom this law seems, indeed, to be levelled. Is it 
notenough, tbatourneritsareneglected, and though 
inferior to those of a sloW'footed race, who inhabit 
a spacious kennel in the squire's yard, and who are 
as many hours in killing a hare, as we are mmutes 7 
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Yet they are kept by thp great, atteuded by A» 
noble, and every day tieated with borse-flesh : irtili 
1 bve ninonp; the poor, ani threatened by the nek, 
and now probably shall be destroyed by pnUicW' 
Ihorily. 

I cannot deny, but the favour uf the ladies i 

_ jciitly extended to a small and degenerate ttMk 
who though they bear our name, raay very propvtf 
*■ ■ Btyled (he fribbles of our species. Tia true, tbsf 

B uf foreign extraction, which alone is sufficint 
merit; and seem, indeed, to be as much ptefemj 
by the beau monde to our English greyhonniU, U 
their countrymen in the Huymarket are to out fia- 
glish singers. But though this breed is so dimlB»- 
live, that I myself have coursed one of them fori 
bare, yet I will venture to pronounce, that, betbt 
tax what it will, not a Fido in the land will be m- 
criticed to the laws. 

Our reijueBt to you is to display our merits to tin 
world, and convince mankind uf the innocence of 
our intentions, and the hardships that we alraad; 
labour under. Though I have enlarged on my 

case, I have the bouour to addrega you in the l 

of all my brethren ; such of them, Imean, as thiol: 
themselves endangered by this scheme for our de- 
struction. At the same time ws desire you to of- 
prize the public of the bitzard they may run, b; 
coming to an open rupture; aiace, in such a cue, 
the mastiffs and the bull-dogs are determtued tojoii 
their forces, and will sell their Uvea at the deareit 
rate. 

This last resolution was confirmed by a geoftil 
growl. After which 1 was thus accosted by anothH 
of the company of the pointing breed. 

Little did 1 think, that ttie pains 1 have tekea, 
and the blows I have suffered, to perfect me in ll« 
art I profess, would have been thus requited. Hav- 
ing lost the best of masters by an accident from hi* 
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laa scarce ever think of witlioat a howl, 
w, like my friend Soioker, the nisfortunt: 
':i a poor niHn. A misforttine I now call 
lias ! he will not be able to save me from 
i h&lter, by paying my ransom. He too, [ am 
nud, wiU be reduced to beggary, since, at present, 
P ud his ^un are his chief support. If he la de- 
lved of me, Hiid thereby prevented Irom what the 
_Jck maliciously teim poaching;, his best resource 
HriU be to dispatch himself with his gun before he 
Wrreitders it, or to hang himself with the same rop« 
0at ties up me. When I was a puppy, I was every 
day fed in the kitchen, and caressed in the parlour; I 
■Ud I have now a brother, that always points for the I 
heat of company. What though our race has been 
"frcqueDtly reproached T What though we, together 
iritti the spaniels. Lave been accused, I do not say 
Wrongfully, of crouching to our enemies, and licking 
tile hand that beats us ? Is not this every day prac- 
li«ed among your species? And is it not couute- 
BKiiced by the greatest examples ? In fawning and 
flattering we are by no means singular ; and crouoh- 
io^ and cringing are not confined to the brute species. 
I very heartily second the request of my friend, 
•nd I doubt not, but the arguments you will use in 
eur behalf will be able to divert the storm that 
threatens us. This you may be assured of, that if 
jny life is spared through your means, it shall be de- 1 
Toted to your service ; and you shall sup as often aa ] 
you please, on a brace of birds. 

This speech was attended with a bark of applause; 
ftod I was next accosted by a lap-dog, who, after 
dolefully shaking his ears, began the following ha- 
rangue. 

Though I am aware that many of my species will 
remain unhurt by this scheme devised for oar de- 
Hlruction, yet I have on my own account great rea- 
son to be alarmed. I was boru, indeed, in a noble 
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family in St. James's Square, bul unfottunately «« 
withiu these three manths resigned otct to mj m i 
sent inialTeBs, an old mold, nho has beea thrai^ 
her whole life as frugal of her money as ber fai 
She is, indeed, so very saving, that I httve 
than once been beat for lapping up her breakfut 
cream; audit was but last week, that I was severe^ 
corrected for devouring a sheep's heart, for wbiti 
she had been to market herself. Such a mialreH 
will undoubtedly sacrifice me to this cruel tan; and 
though you may perhaps imagine the loss of life in 
these circumstances, is not much to be regretttd, 
yet death is a terrible remedy, and a living dogi* 
better than a dead hon. But if some of our specie) 
ipust perish, surely a regard should be had to na- 
tional merit; and the storm should first fell on Aose 
foreign intruders, who by the flatness of their noaes 
are supposed to be of Dutch extraction. If the ladiei 
also have any regard for the honour of their counDyj 
or any love remaining for us, it becomes them to 
take our case mto consideration. And 1 moke no 
doubt, since the female parliament is now sitting (tf 
you. Sir, would but draw up a petition in our fa- 
vour), as the other sex have taken necessary pre- 
cautions for the preservation of the game, the ladiei 
would in their turn bring in a bill for the presetva- 
tioD of lap-dogs. 

Various were the arguments that many others used 
in their own behalf. The roastiff insisted on the pro- 
tection he afforded us, and the terror he struck into 
thieves and house-breakers. King Charles's black 
favourites came fawniiig upon me, and hoped that 
their breed might be preserved in deference to the 
taste of so witty a mouorch. I could not help smiling 
at the argument made use of by a bull-dog from 
Norfolk; who declared, that he was so iuBtrumeuUl 
to the mirth of the county, that he firmly believed 
ihey would never part with thera ; but begged at tta 
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time, that, if sentence mast pass, it might be 
>«haaged into banishment, nnd that Spain (where 
'j4mll-feast8 are held in so moch honoor) might be the 
ifiace of his transportation. 

">:• The eloquence and gestnre of my fonr-footed Ti- 
Jattors had snch an influence orer me, that I was 
^Ibnt gmng to answer them in the manner they could 
nrinhy w^n my own dog on a sudden jumped into 
^ay lap, and roused me from my dream. 
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Nec iamen uuUgnMm n voH« curm jiaeemdi^ 

Ckm eompi»9 ktbeuat jtfrmlasMfrs Ftret. Ovid. 

Blame not the belles, since modern times can show 
That ape of female foppery, call'd a bean. 

■i 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 
As no oi^e has a greater respect for the fair sex than 
■lyself, I ¥ras hi^ly pleased with a letter inserted 
some time ago in your paper, ridiculing the detests 
mble use of paint among the ladies. This practice is, 
Indeed, too general ; and for my own part, if^hen I 
meet a blooming fresh-coloured face in town, I oo 
more take it for the real face belonging to the lady, 
than I imagine Queen Anne's portrait delineated on 
a sign post to be he her majes^s flesh and blood. 

But this fashion is not confined to the ladies. I 
am ashamed to tell you, that we are indebted to 
Spanish wool for many of our masculine ruddy com- 
pfexions. A pretty fellow lackers his pale face with 
as many yamishes as a fine lady; and it is well 
known, that late hours at the card-table, amuse- 
ments at Haddocl 's, immoderate draughts of Cham* 
pagoe, and sleep? ig all night upon a bulk, will strip 
the most healthy tomplexion of it's roses. There- 
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fere, to repair the loss, ttwy are obliged to 
tule the uDwhokaoiue disguise of art for (he 
hu<i of a vigorous confttitutioD. 

1 must leaye it to you, Mr. Town, or yoU 
nious corregpondent, to pnlarge upon this SQl)|jt(l(i' 
and will only juet appeal to the ladies, vhethtt ii 
■tnootli fair face is a propei recommendation of <> 
man to their favour : and whether tbey do not look 
upon those of the other ses as a coatemptibie sort of 
mala, who aspire to be thought charmiug and pretty! 
As many feiuales are also conscious, that they them- 
selves endaavouT to conceal by art the defects o' 
nature, they are apt to suspect those of ooi sex, 
who are so vtry solicitous to set oiF their persons: 
and, indeed, I fear it will be fouud upon examina- 

Ition, that most of our pretty fellows, who lay on 
carmine, are painting a rotten post. 
1 am. Sir, 
Vour humble Servant 
W. Ma KIT 
Many of my leaders will, I dare say, be hardly 
persuaded, that this custom could have ever pre- 
vailed as a branch of male foppery : but it is too 
notorjouB, that our fine gentlemen, in many other 
instances besides the article of paint, affect the soft' 
ness and delicacy of the fair sex. The male beauty 
has his washes, perfumes, and cosmetics ; and takes 
as much pains to set a gloss on his complexion, a» 
the footman in japanning his shoes. He has his 
dressing room, and (which is still more ridiculous) 
his toilette too; at which he sits as mauy hours re- 
pairing his battered couutenaace as a decayed toast 
dressing for a birth-night. I had once an opportunity 
of taking a survey of one of these male-toilettes; 
and, as such a curiosity may, perhaps, prove eaw- 
taining to many of my readers, I here shall pM^ 
description of it. 
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*■ HaTiBf ooeasioB oae Moniaf to wait on a yery 
'pretty fellow, I was desired bj the Talet de chambre 
to walk into tbe dreyriip-ww, as his master was not 
MiiriDg. I WM Mconfiiigty •hown ioto a neat little 
. ehaml^y hung loynd with India paper, and adorned 
with soTeral little innges of pfl^^ods and bramins, 
f'. and Teasels of Chelsea China, in which were tiet 
* Tarioiis colooied sprigs of artifidal flowers. But the 
- toilette most excited my- admiration ; where I found 
every thing was intended to be agreeable to the Chi- 
nese taste. A looking-glass, encfesed in a whimsical 
frame of Chinese paling, stood upon a japan table, 
' oyer which was spread a corerlid of the finest chintz. 
- 1 could not but obserre a nnmbor of boxes of dif- 
fereiit sixes, which were all of them japan, and lay 
tegtalarly disposed on the table. I had the curiosity 
c examine the contents of seyeral ; and in one X 
ibund lip-salye, in another a roll of pig-tail, and in 
another the ladies' black sticking plaster : but the 
kst which I opened yery much surprised me, as I 
saw nothing in it but a number of little pills. I like- 
wise remarked, on one part of the table, a tooth-brush 
and sponge, with a pot of Delescot's opiate ; and 
on tbe other side, watm* for the eyes. In the middle 
stood a bottle of JBsn de Ltiee, and a roll of ];ierfumed 
pomatum: almond-pastes, powder-^uff8,hair-combs, 
iNmshes, nippers, and the like, made up the rest of 
tlus' fantastic equipage: but, among many other 
whimsies, I could not perceive for what a yery small 
• iyoiy comb could be designed, till the yalet informed 
me, that it was a comb for the eye-brows. 

It must be confessed, that there are some men of 
such a delicate make and silky constitution, that it is 
no wonder, if gentlemen of such a lady-like gene- 
ration have a natural tendency to the refinements and 
sexinesses of females. These tender dear creatures 
axe generally bred up immediately under the wing of 
■ their mammas, and scarce fed with any thing less 
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it than her milk. They are never pernuttedl 
tituily, lest it should hurt their eyes, ' "^ 
Mir hvads ache ; nor sutfered to use any exerciscii ^ 

e other boys, lest a tiae hand shuulil be s 
f being used too roughly. While other lad* u« 
>gged iato the live (iFclensions, and at length lashed 
irough a whole school, these pretty manters aie 
kept at home to improve in whtp-syllabubB, partly 
and face-painting. In const^qiient'e of which, wbea 
oilier young fellows begin to appear like men, thne 
dainty creatures come into the world with all ihe 

(•ccompltBhrnfrutH of a lady's woman. 
But if the common foibles of the female world tT« 
ridiculous even in these equivocal half-men, tbeu 
^Uter somethings between male and female, bow 
Ikwkwurdly ranst they sit upon the more robust 'ud 
bnscuiine part of mankindf What indeed can be 
kore absurd than to see a huge fellow with the^make 
or a porter, and tit to mount tiie stage as a champioB 
at Broughton's amphitheatre, sittiog to varnish his 
broad face with paint and Benjamin-wash ? For my 

■part, 1 never see a great looby aiming at delicattae, 
but he seems as strange and uncouth a figure as 
^tihilles in petticoats. This folly is also to be par- 
Bcntarly condemned, when it appears in the more 
wlemn characters of life, to which a gravity of ap- 
pearance is essential ; and in which the least marks 
of foppery seem as improper, as a physician woald 
seem ridiculous prescribing in a bag-wig, or a Ser- 
jeant pleading at the King's Bench in his own hair 
instead of a night-cap perriwig. As I think aa ni- 
stance or two of this kind would shew this folly in 
the most strikiug light, 1 shall here subjoin two cha- 
racters, in whom as it is most improper, it will cj 
sequently appear most ridiculous. 

John Hardman is upwards of six feet 
stout enough to beat two of the sturdiest chai 
that ever came out of Ireland. Nature, indeed, I 
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t ta have intended John himself to carry a chair; but 
I fortune has enabled him to appear in whatever cha- 
( racter he likes best, and he has wisely discovered, 
t that none will sit so easy on him as that of a pretty 
I fellow. It is therefore his study to new-mould his 
face and person : he throws his goggle eyes into 
leeis, languishes, and ogles ; and endeavours to draw 
up hia hideous mouth, which extends from one ear 
to the other, into a simper. Uia voice, which 
naturally of a deeper base than an hurdy-gurdy, 
in a manner set to a new tune ; and his speech, which 
is Tery much tinctured with the broad dialect of a 
particular county, is delivered with so much nicety 
andgentlenesa, that every word is minced and clipped 
in order to appear soft and delicate. When he walks 
he endeavours to move his unwieldy figure along in 
the pert trip, or easy shambling pace of our pretty 
fellows : and he commonly carries a thin jemmy stick 
in his hand, which naturally reminds us of Hercules 
with a distaff. 

The Reverend Mr. Jessamy, (who took ordersi 
only because there was a good living in the family) 
ia known among the ladies by the name of the beau- 
parson. He is, indeed, the most delicate creature 
imaginable ; and diifers so much Irom the generality 
of the clergy, that I believe the very eight of a pli 
pudding would make him swoon. Out of his ca 
nicala, his constant dress is what they call parson's- 
blue lined with white, a black satin waistcoat, velvet 
breeches, and silk stockings : and his pumps are of 
dog-skin, made by Tull; and it is said, that he had 
ajoint of one of his toes cut olf, whose length being 
out of all proportion prevented his having an hand- 
some foot. His very grizzle is scarce orthodox : for, 
though it would be open schism to wear a bag, yet 
hie wig has always a bag-front, and is properly 
cropped behind, that it may not eclipse the lustre of 
his diamond stock-buckle. He cannot bear the 
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Iboughts of being sea-sick : or flae he dncli^ 
would certainly go nbroad, wliere hn mightj 
remime his laced clothes, and appear like n 
nnn in a bag-wig and sword. 
T. 

N" BJ. THUKSDAV, M.W 1, 17d 



Among the many eiolic diversions, tltat have \f 
transplaated into this country, there is no one mon 
oullivated, or which s^^ms to have taken deepet 
root among us, than that modaat aad rational en' 
tatnnient the masquerBde. This, as well as 
opera, is originally of Italian growth, and 1 
brought over hither by the celebrated Heidegger; 
who oa both nccuunts justly acquired among his own 
countrymen the honourable title of Sur-Jnteadaiil 
du PiaUiTs tfAnffkterre. 

I have called the masquerade a modest and m- 
tional entertainment. As to the first, no one eai 
have the least scruple about its innoceuce, if ha coQ.- 
sidera, that it is always made a part of the educUioa 
of our polite females ; and that the must virtuou 
woman is not ashamed to appear there. If it b« 
objected, that a lady is exposed to hear many inde- 
cencies from the men, (as the mask gives tfaem a 
privilege to say any thing, though ever so rude) it 
may be answered, that no lady is obliged to taka 
the affront to herself; because, as she gues disguised, 
ihe iudiguity is not ottered to her in her own proper 
person. Besides, according to Drydeu, 

Sbt CKonol blush, beoanM tile; canoot tee. .^^^^ 
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E rationality of tliis entertainment, every ou» 
! with me, that these midnight orgies are 
lilt as rational an sitting up all night at, the card- 
ible. Nor is it more strange, that five or sis hua- 
fmA people should meet together in disguises puT- 
Osely to conceal themselves, than that the same 
timber should assemble at a rout, where most of the 
company are wholly unacquainted with each other. 

But we can never enough admire the wit and hu- 
Dour of these meetings; which greatly consist in 
Shibiting the moat fantastic appearances, that the 
nost whimsical imagination can possibly devise. A 
lommon person may be content with appearing as a 
Dhinese, a Turk, or a Friar ; but the true genius will 
Rnsack earth, air, and seas, reconcile contradictions, 
ad call iu things inanimate, as well as animate, to 
IM assistance ; and the more extravagant and out of 
iKtore his dress can be contrived, the higher is the 
»ke. 1 remember one gentleman above aix foot 
ligtt, who came to the masquerade drest like a child 
n a white frock and leading strings, attended by 
iDother gentleman of a very low stature, who offi- 
ciated as bis nurse. The same witty spark took it 
nta his head at another time to personate Fame, and 
vta stuck all over with peacock's feathers by way 
tf eyes : but when he came to fasten on his wings, 
bey were spread to so enormous a length, that no 
soach or chair was spacious enough to admit him ; 
lo that he was forced to be conveyed along the 
itrectson a chairman's horse, covered with a blanket. 
\nother gentleman, of no less humour, very much 
mrprised the comp'iny by carrying a thatched house 
kbouthim; which was so contrived, that no part of 
lim could be seen, except his face, which was look 
ng oat of the casement: but this joke had like 
tBve cost him dear, as another wag was going to s 
ire to the building, because he found, by the leadi 
lOlicy affixed to the front, that the tenement was in' 
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Buied. In a word, dogs, monkeys, oalricbes, ai 
all kinds of monsters, are as frequently to be iKt 
with at the masquerade, as in the Covent-Gudtt 
pantouinies: and I once saw with great deligblk 
geutleman (who personated oue of Baye'a recnit^ 

E ranee a minuet on bis bobby-horse, with a dan<Bi( 
ear for bis partner. 
I have said before, that the masquerade is of fo- 
reign extraction, and imported to ub from abiotd. 
But as the English, though slow at invention, ue 
remarkable for improving on what has already btti 
invented, it is no wonder that we should attempt U 
heighten the gusto of this entertainment, and even 
carry it beyond the licence of a foreign carnival. 
There is something too insipid in our fine gentlemen 
stalking about in dominos ; and it is rather cruel lo 
eclipse the pretty faces of our line ladies with, bid*- 
OUB masks: for which reasons it has been Judged 
requisite to contrive a masquerade upon a, new plan, 
and in an entire new taste. We all remember, whei 
(a few years ago) a celebrated lady endeavoured ta 
introduce a new species of masquerade among us, bj 
lopping off the exuberaDce of dress ; and she berseu 
first set the example, by stripping to the charaoter 
of Ipliigenia undrest for the sacrifice. I must owi 
it is a matter of some surprise to me, (considering 
the propensity of our modern ladies to get rid of Ihek 
clothes), that other Iphigenias did not immediatelj 
start up, and that nuas and vestals should be suffer', 
ever after to be seen among the masks. But thi) 
project, it seems, was not then sufficiently ripe fot 
execution, as a certain awkward thing, called IwEb- 
fulness, had not yet been banished from the fem&It 
world : and to the present enlightened times was n- 
aerved the honour of introducing (however Gontn- 
dictory the term may seem) a naked masquerade. 

Whatthe above-mentioned lady had the hardtuM 
to attempt alone, will (I am assured) be se^oajj^ 




persous of fashion, aa Boon as the hot days 
Ranelagh is the place pitched upon for 
^eir meeting; where it is proposed to have a mas- 
VUerade Al Fresco, and the whole company are to 
||4iiplay all theit charms in parU natvralUmt. The 
[jbttbeoD of the Heathen Gods, Ovid's Metamor- 
';^hose9, and Titian's prints, will supply them witii a 
nIGcient variety of undrest characters. One set of 
hdies, I am told, intend to personate water-nyrapha 
tttthing in the canal ; three sisters, celebrated for 
tiieir charms, design to appear together as the three 
Graces : and a certain lady of quality, who most re- 
sembles the goddess of beauty, is now practising, 
fitrni a model of the noted statue of Venvg tie Medi- 
eit, the most striking attitude for that character. Aa 
to the gentlemen, they may most of them represent 
Tcry suitably the half-brutal forms of Satyrs, Pans, 
Fauns, and Centaurs : our beaux may assume the 
semblance of the beardless Apollo, or (which would 
be more natural) may admire themselves in the per- 
son of Narcissus; and our bucks might act quite in 
cbaracter, by running about stark-naked with their 
mistresses, and committing the madest freaks, like 
the priests and priestesses of Bacchus celebrating 
the Bacchanalian mysteries. 

If this scheme for a naked masquerade should 
meet with encouragement, (as there is no doubt but 
it must) it is proposed to improve it still further. 
Persons of fashion cannot but lament, that there are 
no diTersions allotted to Sunday, except the card- 
t&ble, and they can never enough regret, that the 
Sunday evening tea-drinkings at Kauelagh were laid 
aside, irom a superstitious regard to religion. They, 
dierefore, intend to have a particular sort of mas- 
querade on that day ; in which they may show their 
taste by ridiculing all the old women's tales contain- 
ed in that idle book of fables the Bible, while the 
vulgar are devoutly attending to them at church. 
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Thi«, indeed, » not without a parallel: w« Inn 
iin instance ul ready uf nn Kve: and bv borTOin)|k 
tha seqient in Orpkpus and Eundice, we ini^thMtl 
tlie whole atory of the Fall of M«n eriubitedill 
Buquttnulti. I 

It inuit, indeed, he acknowledged, that thispwUi 
jeot h&i Already taken place among the lovestttli 
die people, who seem to have been the Aralcet-li 
trivers of a naked masquerade: aad last gumimrl | 
remember an article in the newspapers, thai ' tevMtl 1 
persons of both sexes were asiembletl naked at Pirn- 
lieo, and being carried before a magiatrate werewri 
to Bridewell.' This, indeed, is too relined a. plvasun 
to be allowed the vulgar; and every body will agm 
with me, that the same act, which at lh« Gtwa 
Lamps or Pimlico appears low and criminal, mxf 
be extremely polite and commeadable in die Bay- 
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TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir. 
Baybs in the Rehearsal frequently boasts it u bis 
chief excellence, that he treads on no man's beeli, 
that he acoms to follow the steps of others; and 
when he is asked the reason of inserting any absut- 
dity in bis play, he answers, because it is new. Tto 
poets of the present time run into the contrary eBW! 
they are so far from endeavouring to elevate m»1 
surprise by any thing original, that their whole b ' 
nesB ia iniitatian; and thev jbgle their bfllU w 
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ie road with those that went before them, with all 
■dull exactness of a packhoree. 

rality of our writers wait till a new walk 
iitto theia by some leading genius; when 
t immediately becomes bu hackneyed and beaten, 
tiiat an author of credit is almost ashamed to appear 
fai it among <iuch bad company. No sooner does 
ana man of parts succeed in any particular mode of 
^rriting, but he is followed by a thousand dunces. 
A good elegy makes the little scribblers direct their 
wbole bent to subjects of grief; and, for a whole 
' winter, the press groans with melancholy. One 
BOTel of reputation fills all the garrets of Grub-street 
with whole reams of histories and adventures, where 
Tolume is spun out after volume, without tile least 
' «rit, humour, or incident. In a word, as Bayes ob- 
viated all objections to his nonsense by saying it 
^as new, if a modern writer was asked why he 
chose any particular manner of writing, he might 
reply, because it is tbe fa.shion. 

True genius will not give into such idle extrava- 

■ gant dights of imagination as Bayes's ; it will not 

. turn funerals into banquets, or introduce armies ia 

disguise ; but still it will not confine itself to the 

narrow track of imitation. I cannot help thinking, 

that it is more owing to this servile spirit in the 

authors of the present times, than to their want of 

Abilities, that we cannot now boast a set of eminent 

writers : and it is worthy observation, that whenever 

.f Bay age has been distinguished by a great number 

^ of excellent authors, they have most of them culti< 

, Tated difl'erent branches of poetry from each other. 

I This was the case in the age of Augustus, as appears 

from the works of Virgil, Horace, Ovid, &c. : and, 

to come down as late as possible, this is evident 

from our last famous set of authors, who flourished 

' in the beginning of this century. We admire Swift, 

2*ope, (j«y, Bolingbroke, Addison, Sec, but we ad- 
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mire each for Jiis particular beauties^ a^arate 
distinguished from the rest. 

These loose thoughts were thrown together mei 
to introduce the following little poem, which I th 
deserves the attention of th^ public. It was writtaj 
by a very ingenious gentleman, as a letter to a frieiid» ' 
who was about to publish a volume of misceliaBies; 
and contains all that original spirit,, which it so 
gantly recommends. 

To . 



Since now, all scmples cast away. 
Tour works are rising into day, 
Forgiye, though I presume to send 
This honest counsel of a friend. 
Let not your yerse, as verse now goes. 
Be a strange kind of measur'd prose ; 
Nor let your prose, which sure is worse. 
Want nought but measure to be verse. 
Write from your own imagination, 
Nor curb your muse by imitation : 
For copies show, howe'er exprest,* 
A barren genius at the best, 

But, imitation's all the mode, 
Yet, where one hits, ten miss the road. 

The mimic bard with pleasure sees 
Mat. Prior's unaffected ease : 
Assumes his style, affects a story, 
Sets every circumstance before ye, 
The day, the hour, the name, the dweUing, 
And mars a curious tale in telling : 
Observes how easy Prior flows. 
Then runs his numbers down to prose. 

Others have sought the filthy stews 
To find a dirty slip shod muse. 
Their groping genius, while it rakes, 
The bogs, the common sew'rs, and Jakes, 
Ordure and filth in rhyme exposes. 
Disgustful to our eyes and noses : 

With many a dash that must offend us. 

And much ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
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P Swift ! how woTildst thou blush to see, 
Such are the bards who copy thee ? 

This Milton for his plan will choose ! 
Wherein resembling IViilton's Muse ? 
Milton like thunder rolls along 
In all the majesty of song ; 
While his low mimics meanly creep, 
Not ^te awake, nor quite asleep : 
Or, if their thunder chance to roll, 
'Tis thunder of the mustard bowl. /^ 

The stiff expression, phrases strange. 
The epithet's preposterous change, 
Forc'd numbers, rough and unpolite. 
Such as the judging ear affright, 
Stop in mid verse. Ye mimics vile ! 
Is't thus ye copy Milton's style ? 
His faults religiously ye trace, 
But borrow not a single grace. 

How few, say whence can it proceed ? 
Who copy Milton, e'er succeed. 
But all their labours are in vain ; 
And wherefore so ? The reason's plain. 
Take it for granted, 'tis by those j 

Milton's the model mostly chose, > 

Who can't write verse, and won't write prose. } 

Others, who aim at fancy, choose 
To woo the gentle Spenser's Muse. 
This poet fixes for his theme 
On allegory, or a dream ; 
Fiction and truth together joins 
Through a long waste of flimsy lines ; 
Fondly believes his ianoy glows. 
And image upon image grows ; ' 
Thinks his strong muse tidtes w'ond'rous flights,) 
Whene'er she sings of peerless wights, ^.i^a^^ > 
Of dens, of palfreys, spells, and knights : ^ J 
TUl allegory, Spenser's veil 
T' instruct and please in moral tale, 
With him's no veil the truth to shroud. 
But one impenetrable cloud. 

Others, more daring, fix their hope 
On rivalling the fame of Pope. 
Satire's the word, against the times.] 
These catch the ciadence of his rhymes, 
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And borne from earth by Pope's strong wing*, 1 

Their niiueaBpireB^'anil boldly flings ( 

Her dirt up in tlie face of kings. J 

In these the apleen uf Pope we find, 
Bui wliere the grestnesa of his mind I 
His Quoibera are their whole pretence. 
Mere BttHngcrg to his manly sease. 

Some few, llie faT'rites of the Mnse, 
Whom with her kindest eye she views; 
Round whom Apollo's brightest rays 
Shine forth with undiminish'd blaze ; 
Some few, my friend, havB sweetlj trod 
In Imitation's dangerous ruad. 
Long as Tobacco's mild perfume 
Shall Bcent each happy curate's room, 
Oft as in elbow chair he smokes. 
And quolTs his ale, and cracks hie jokes,' 
So long, O Brown,* shall last Ihy praise, 
Crown'd with lobacco-leai'for bays ; 
And whosoe'er thy verse shall see, 
Shall fill aaotbcr pipe to thee. 

No. 68. THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1755. 



Nuncet campus, et area, 

Itenesque'aub jtoctcm itusurri 

Coinpoaild repetaattir bora. Ho*. 

Now Venns in Vauxball her altar tears. 
While fiddles drown the music of the spheres ; 
Now girls hum oat Iheir loves (a ev'ry tree, 
' Voung jockey is the lad, the lad lor me.' 

The various seasons of the year produce not * 
greater alteration in ttie face of nature, than in the 
polite manner of passing our time. The diversioU 
of winter and summer are as different as the dog- 
days and those at Christmas ; nor do I know any 
genteel amusement, except gaming, that prevatlB 
during the whole year. As the long days are now 
coming on, the theatrical gentry, who contribute to 
. author ofa Piece ealledlb 
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diasipate the gloom of our wioter evenmgB, begin to 
divide thenisetvea into strolling companies ; and are 
packing up their tragedy wardrobes, together with a 
sufficient quantity of thunder and lightning, for the 
.delight and amazement of the country. In the mean- 
time, the several public gardens near this metropolis 
are trimming their trees, lerelling their walks, and 
burnishing their lamps, for our reception. At Vaus- 
ball the artificial ruins are repaired ; the cascade is 
made to spout with several additional streams of 
block-tin ; and they have touched up all the pictures, 
ivhich were damaged last season by the fiugering of 
those curious Connoisseurs, who could not be satis- 
fied without feeling whether the figures were alive. 
The magazine at Cuper's, 1 am told, is furnished 
with an extraordinary supply of gunpowder to be 
shot oS' in squibs and sky-rockets, or whirled away 
in blazing suns and Catherine wheels : and it is not 
to be doubted, in case of a war, but that Neptune 
and all his Tritons will assist the British navy ; and 
as we before took Porto-Bello and Cape-Breton, 
we shall gain new victories over the French fleet 
every night, upon that canal. 

Happy are they, who can muster up sufficient, at 
least to hire tickets at the door, once or twice in a 
season 1 Not that these pleasures are confined to 
the rich and the great only : for the lower sort of 
people have their Batielaghs and their Vauxhalls as 
well as the quality. Perrot's inimitable grotto may 
be seen for only calling for a pot of beer; and the 
royal diversion of duck-hunting may be had into the 
bargain, together with a decanter of Dorchester, for 
your sixpence at Jenny's Whim. Every skittle- 
alley half a mile out of town is embellished with 

. green arbours and shady retreats ; where the coni' 
pany is generally entertained with the melodious 

, scraping of a bliud fiddler. And who can resist the 
lyscious temptation of a fine juicy ham, or a delicious 
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iHttock of beef stufted with parsley, accuinpanicJ 
fonming; decanter of sparkling huiue-brewad, 
is so invitingly |)aiiited at the i-nlriiuc-e of ^ 
lost erery village ale- bouse? 
Our northern climate will not, indeed, allow asto 
ulge oarselvea in all those pleasures of a i^del, 
lich are so feehngly described by our poets. Wa 
not lay ourselres on the damp ground in shady 
nd in shady graT€B, or by the purliug; streaut 
re obliged to fortify our insidea against the ooU 
9od substantial eating and drinking. Fortius 
reaaun the extreme costliaess of the provisions at 
our public gardens has been grievously complained 
of by tbosc gentry, to whom a supper at these places 
is as necessary a part of the eutertainnent, aa As 
siaging or the tire-works. Poor Mr. John sees, with 
a heavy heart, tbe prolits of a whole week's unlr 
money devoured in tarts and cheeseoakei by Hn. 
Housekeeper, or Mrs. Lady's Own Woman; and 
tile substantial cit, who comes from behind t(n 
counter two or three evenings in the summer, con 
never enough regret tbe thin wafer-like slices of 
beef and bam, tbat taste of nothing but the kuife. 

I was greatly diverted last Saturday evening at 
Vauxhall, with the shrewd remarks made or this very 
headby on honestcitizen, whose wife and two daugh- 
ters had I found, prevailed on him to carry them V> 
the garden. As I thought there was sometliing curi- 
ous in their behaviour, 1 went into the next box la 
Ibem, where I had an opportunity of seeing anil 
over-hearing every thing that past. 

After some talk,— 'Come, come,' said the old 
don, 'it is high time, I think, to go to supper.' To 
this the ladies readily assented ; and one «f ths 
Missessaid, ' Do letushavecbicb.papa.' 'Zoundal' 
said the father, ' they are half-a-crown a-piece, and 
no bigger than a sparrow.' Here the old lady took 
l:_ ■ You are so stingy, Mr.Koee, there'"" 
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laring you. When ooe is out upon pleasure, I love 
to appear like somebody : and what aignities a few 
shillings once and away, when a body ia about it?' 
Thiareproof so effectually sileoced the old gentleman, 
that the youngest mi&s had the courage to put in a 
Tvord for some ham likewiBe : accordingly the waiter 
was called, and dispatched by the old lady with an 
order for a chicken and a plate of ham. When it was 
brought, our honest cit twirled the dish about three 
or four times, and surveyed it with a very settled 
countenance ; then taking up the slice of ham, and 
4langling it to and fro on the end of his fork, asked 
Ihe waiter how much there was of it. 'A shilling's 
worth. Sir, said the fellow. — ' Prithee,' said the don, 
•how much dost thiiik it weighs ? — An ounce? — A 
shilling an ounce ! that is sixteen shillings per pound ! 
— A reasonable proUt truly! — Let me see — suppose 
DOW the whole ham weighs thirty pounds :— at a 
shilling per ounce, that is, siKteen shillings per 
pound, why your master makes exactly twenty-four 
pounds of every ham ; and if he buys them at the 
best hand, and salts them and cures them himself, 
they don't stand him in ten shillings a-piece.' The 
old lady bade him hold his nonsense, declared her* 
self ashamed for him, and asked him if people must 
not live : then taking a coloured handkerchief from 
her own neck, she tucked it into his shirt-collar, 
(whence it hung like a bib) and helped him to a leg 
of the chicken. The old gentleman, at every bit he 
put into his mouth, amused himself with saying, — 
'There goes two pence — there goes three-pence — 
there goes a groat. — Zounds, a man at these places 
should not have a swallow as wide as a tom-tit.' 

This scanty repast, we may imagine, was soon 
dispatched ; and it was with much difficulty our 
citizen was prevailed on to suffer a plate of beef 
be ordered. This too was no less admired, and i 
derwent the same comments with the bam : at length 
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, irbeo ooly a very sm&U bit was left,, as they say, Ik , 
■aimers in the dish, our don took a piece of an on 
newspaper out of his pocket, and jj^avely nrapfnitl 

' ' meat in it, placed it carefully in his lettn- 

'I'll keep thee as a curiosity to my dying 

Idfty ; And I'll shew them to my neighbour Horaemaa. 

rwd ask htm if he can make as much of his alealu.' 

I^Then rubbing his hands, and shrug;ging i^ tua 

foulders — ' Why now,' says he, ' to-morrow nigtt 
may eat as much cold beef as 1 can stuff in any 
' ' tvern in London, and pay nothing for it' A dial 
f tarts, cheesecakes, and custurds next made theit 
I ippearance at the request of the young; ladies, who 
I pUiid no sort of regard to the father's remonstrance, 
T 'tliat they were four times as dear as at the pastry- 
Supper being ended, madaai put her spouse in 
mind to call for wine, — ' We must have some wme, 
ny dear, or we shall not be looked upon, you know. 
'Well, well,' says the don, 'that's right enougii. 

But dif they soil their liquor too by the ounce 1 

Here, drawer, what wine have you got?' The 
fellow, who by this time began to smoke his guests, 
I answered — 'We have exceeding good French wine 
I of all sorts, and please your honour. Would yaui 
I honour have a buttle of Champagne, or Burgundy, or 
I Claret, or '— ' No, no, none of your wishy-waahy 
I outlandish rot-gut for me;' interrupted the citizen. 

1 'A tankard of the Alderman beats all the red 

I claret wine in the French king's cellar. — But come, 
I bring UB abottleof sound old Port : and, dy'e bear? 
I let it be good.' 

i Wbde the waiter was gone, the good man most 
[ sadly lamented that he could not have his pipe; 
I which the wife would by no means allow, ' because. 
I she said, ' it was ungenteel to smoke, where any 
I ladies were in company.' When the wine nu 
citizen gravely took up the bottle, and hoj 
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t) fcis head, <Ay, ay,' naid he, 'the bottom has 
t good kick.^And mind how confoundedly it 
N^ted on the sides. — Not above tiTe gills, I 
int.— An old soldier at the Jerusalem would 
two of them. — But let ua see how it is brewed.' 
^ne then poured out a glass ; and after holding it up 
3 before the candle, smelling to it, sipping it twice or 
I thrice, and smacking with his lips, drank it off: but J 
declaring that second thoughts were best, he tilled> I 
another bumper : and tossing that off, after some- M 
pause, with a very important air, ventured to pror I 
aounce it drinkable. The ladies, having also drank I 
A glass round, affirmed it was very good, and felt'l 
warm in the stomach : and even the old geutlemasil 
velaxtMl into such good humour by the time the bottle f 
was emptied, that out of his own free will and motioB^ 
he most generously called for another pint, 
charged the waiter ' to pick out an honest one.' 

While the glass was thus circulating, the I'amitf'J 
amused themselves by making observatior- '- •■— • 
garden. The citizen expressed his wondt 
number of lamp?, and said it must coat a great deal'l 
of money every night to light them all : the eldest 
Misa declared, that for her part she liked the dark 
walk best of all, because it was iojenfuryi little Mias 
thought the last song mighty pretty, and said she 
would buy it, if she eould but carry home the tune : 
and the old lady observed, that there was a great 
deal of good company indeed ; but the gentler 
were so tude, that they perfectly put her out of ci 
tenance by staring at her through their spy-glat 
In a word, the tarls, the cheesecakes, the beet', 
chicken, the ounce of ham, and every thing, e 
to have been cjnite forgot, till the dismal mou 
approached, that the reckoning was called fur. 
this solemn business concerns all the gentlemen, thflj 
ladies kept a profound silence; and when the ti 
ble account was brought, they left the pay-ma 
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uiiili8turb«(l, to enjoy the misery by himself: oa^iif. 
the iild Udv had the hardiness to squint at the aa \ 
total, and aeclared ' it was pretty reasonable const I 
dering.' \ 

Our citizen bore his misfortunes witli a tolerabbi V 
degree of patience. He ahook his head as he nn \ 
orer ereTy article, and swore he would never bvj I 
meat by the ounce again. At length, when he hii I 
carGtullysuniinediipevery figure, he bade the dnim | 
bring change fof six pence : thca pulling out i 
lesthem purse from a snug pocket in the inside oE 
his waistcoat, he drew out slowly, piece by piece, 
thirteen shillings; which he regularly placed in t<m 
rows upon the table. When the change wu 
brought, after counting it very carefully, he laid 
down four half-pence in the came exact order: then 
calling the waiter, — "There,' says he, ' there's your 

damage — thirteen and two pence And harkye, 

there's three-pence over for yourself.' The remsu- 
ing penny he put into bis coat-pocket : and chinluiig 
it — ■' This,' says he, ' will serve me to-morrow to buy 
s paper of tobacco.' 

The family nowprepared themselves for going; and 
as there were some slight drops of rain, madam but- 
toned up the old geutleman's coat, that he might not 
8poU his laced waistcoat; and made him flap his hal, 
over wliich she tied his pocket haodkerchief to save 
his wig ; and as the coat itself (she said) bad never 
been worn but Uiree Sundays, she even parted wilb 
ber own cardinal, and spread it the wrong side oul 
over his shoulders. In these accoutrements be 
■allied forth, accompanied by his wife with herupper 
petticoat thrown over her bead, and bis daugblen 
with the skirts of their gowns turned up, and their 
heads muflled up in coloured handkerchiefs. I 
followed them quite nut, of the garden: and as the; 
I were waiting for their hack to draw up, the you4ce$t 
Miss asked, ' When shall we come again, " 
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I again ?' (said he) 'Whatapos, would you 
b7 Once in one's life is enough ; and I think I 
»ne very handaome. Why it would not have 
e above four-pence half-penny to have spent 
iening at Sot's Hole ; and what with the cursed 
Piire, and all together, here's almost a pound 
Jaud nothing to show for it.' — ■ Fie, Mr. Rose, 
B quite ashamed for you,' replies the old lady, 
lu are always grudging me and your|girIs the least 
'^^it of pleasure ; and you cannot help grumbling, if 
we do but go to Little Hornsey to drink tea. I am 
' BUre, now tliey are women grown up, they ought to 
see alittle of the world;— and they shall.' Theold 
I don was not willing to pursue the argument any fur- 
^ther; and the coach coming up, he was glad to put 
BU end to the dispute by saying,^' Come, come, let 
us make hast^, wife ; or we shall not get home time 
enough to have my best wig combed out again; and 
to-morrow, you know, is Sunday,' 
W. 

N" 61). THURSDAY, MAY 23, 175S. 

Digniar est vestro nuUapacUa churn. Tibull. 

Bebold a. train of feniale nils aspire, 
tVith men to minglria^cMuseB's qnire. 

In a visit which I paid the order day to a lady of 
great sense and taste, 1 was agreeably surprised by 
having two little volumes put into my hands, which 
have been lately published under the title of ' Poems 
by Eminent Ladies.' These volumes are, indeed, 
(as the author of the preface has remarked) ' the 
most solid compliment, that can possibly be paid to 
the fair sen,' I never imagined, that our nation 
could boast so many excellent poetesses, (whose 
works are an honour to their country,) as were here 
collected together : and it is with the highest satis- 
faction I can assure my female readers in particular 
VOL. 1, -Ik 
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that I h**e round ft great number of *ei^ 
piccnit Kinong the compositiona of these ladiS! 
caiuial be siirpansed (I had ft}mo8t said, eqiii 
the muvt celebrated of our male-writers. 

Th« pleasure, which 1 received from reading' 
poems, made such an impression on my mind, 
M night, as soon as 1 fell a-ileep, my fancy pn- 
mh'd til me the following dream. I was transported 
P know not how, to t^e rcciona of Parnassus: and 
myself in the court of Apollo, surronaded bj 
fe great number of our most eminent poets. A canK 
~* ihe ulmoBt importance was then depending ; and 
debate was, whether the Euglish ladies, wbo 
d distinguished themselves in poetry, should be 
Mlowed to hold the same rank, and have the same 
P^nooro paid them, with Ibe men. As tbemodemt 
were not permitted to plead iu their own suit, it- 
' Venal was retained on the side of the mate poets, 
md Sappho undertook the defence of the other sex. 
The Roman Satirist, in his speech at tbe bar, in- 
Teighed bitterly against women in general, and par- 
ticularly exclaimed aga^inst their dabbling in litera- 
I ture : but when Sappho came to set forth the pre- 
■tensions which the ladies justly had to poetry, and 
teapecially in love atfairs, Apollo conid no loogtr 
hesiat the importunity of the Muses in favour of their 
~wn sex. He therefore decreed that alt thoM f*- 
lales, who thought themselves able ta imutag« Pa- 
■'f;asiis, should immediately show their skill aiul d«- 
l4erity in riding him. 

L Pegasus was accordingly brought out of tbe stable 

Iwd tbe Muses furnished him with a side-saddle. 

liiiftU the ladies, who had courage enough to vevtiire 

' M his back, were prepared to mount*, but as a great 

dispute arose among some of the competitors about 

precedency, (each of tbem claiming a right to rid* 

first,) it was at length agreed, that they should jM 

into the saddle according to seniority. 

Upon this a lady advanced; who, though she had 
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iiiog rather extravagant in her air and depurt- 
^M, yet she had a. noble preseoce, that commanded 
{jl once awe and admiratioD. She was dreased in an 
dd fashioaed habit, very fantastic, and trimmed 
^th bugles and points ; such as was worn in the 
be of King Charles the First. This lady, I was 
ibformed, was the Duchess of Newcastle. When 
Ae came to mount, she spruDg into the saddle witb 
lUrprising agility ; and giving an entire loose to the 
tmns, Pegasus directly set up a gallop, and raa 
Hray with her quite out of sight. However, it was 
^knowledged, that she kept a firm seat, even when 
Lbe horse went at his deepest rate ; and that she 
(ranted nothing but to ride with a curb- bridle. When 
ifae came to dismount, Shakspeare and Milton very 
kindly offered their hand to help her down, whivh 
ihe accepted. Then Euterpe came up to her with a 
anile, and begged her to repeat those beautiful lines 
igainst melancholy, which (she said) were so ex~ 
tremely picturesque. The Duchess, with a most 
pleasing air, immediately began — - 

Dull melancholj 

Shell make yuu start at ei'rf noise you iie«r. 

And visiuna strange shall to your eyes appear. 

Her voice is low, and gives an hollow Bound ,- 

She hates (he ligbt, and is in ilatkness found ; 

Or sits by blinking lamps, or tapers small. 

Which various shadows make aguiosl: the wall. 

She loves nought else, but aoise which discord makes : 

As croaking frogs, whose dwelling^ is in lakes ; 

The raven hoarse, the maodrake's hollow groao, 

And shrieking owls, that By i' Ih' Bight alone; 

The tolling belt, which lor the deodring^s out; 

A mill, where rushing waters ruo abuut. 

She loves to walk in the still moon-ahine night, 

And in a thick dark grove she takes delight ; 

In hollow caves, thatch'd houses, and low cells, 

Hhe loves to live, and there alone she dwells. 

lliere leave her to herself alone to dwell, 

While you and 1 in mirth aud pleasure swell. 
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seemed rtry mucL chasriucd ; and it waa whispeted 
by same, that be was obliged for many of die tfaoi^bi 
in his L'Allegro and II Penseroso to this laifi 
*Di&logMe between Mirth and Melancholy. 

■ Tbe celebrated Orinda, Mrs. Kath«rine Pbiltpa, ' 
m iru next placed in the saddle, amid tbe shouts anii , 

■ uplauses of tlie Lords Roscommon and Orreiy, | 
Cowley, and otiier famous wits of her time. Her , 
dress was simple, though of a very elegant maJce: 

it had no profuse onianieats, and approached ytrj 
Hearty to the cut and fashion of the present age. 
I Though she never vealured beyond a canter or a 
i hand-gallop, «he made Peg&sus do his paces with 
f BO much ease and exactness, that Waller himself 
owned he could never bring him under so much com- 
mand. After her Mrs. Killigrew, assisted by Dryden, 
and several other ladies of that age took their turns 
to ride : and every one agreed, that (malting some 
allowance for their sec) they could not be eicelied 
by tbe moat experienced riders among the men. 

A bold masculine figure now pushed forwaid in > 
thin, airy, gay habit, which huug so loose about 
her, that she appeared to be half undressed. When 
she came up to Pegaaas, she clapped her hand npon 
the side saddle, ami with a spring leaped across it, 
saying she should never ride him but astride. She 
made the poor beast frisk and caper, and curvet, and 
play a thousand tricks, while she herself was quite 
unconcerned, though she shewed her legs at every 
motion of the horse, and many of the Muses turaed 
their heads aside blushing. Thalia, indeed, was s 
good deal pleased with her frolic ; and £rato de- 
clared, that next to her favourite Sappho she should 
always prefer this lady. Upon inquiring her name, 
I found her to be the free-spirited Mrs. Bebn. 
When she was to dismount. Lord Rochester came 
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md caught her in his arms ; and repeating put. 
■Ode to Desire, 

To a myrtle bower 

He led her Dothiag lolh. Milton, 

I had now the pleasure to see many ladies of oar 
^ times, whose names I was very well acquainted 
\ advance towards Pegasus. Among the rest 
Mild not but wonder at the astonishing dexterity, 
1 which the admired Mrs. Leapor of Brackiey 
Med the horse, though she had not the least as- 
e from any body. Mrs. Barber of Ireland was 
d iu getting upon the saddle by Swift himself, 
ren condescended to hold the stirrup while she 
id. Under the Dean's direction she made 
^korse to pace and amble very prettily : notwith- 
pding which some declared that she was not equal 
"" 8r friend and country-woman Mrs. Gricrson. 
Litother lady, a native of the same kingdom, then 
iHskly stepped up to Pegasus, and despising the 
weak efforts of her husband to prevent her, she 
boldly jumped into the saddle, and whipping and 
cutting rode away furiously belter skelter over hedge 
and ditcb, and trampled on every body who came in 
her road. She took particular delight in driving the 
poor horse, who kicked and winced all the while, 
into the most filthy places ; where she made him 
fling about the dirt and mire, with which she be- 
spattered almost every one that came near her. 
Sometimes, however, she would put a stop to this 
mad career; and then she plainly convinced ua, 
that she knew as well how to manage Pegasus as 
any of the females, who had tried before her. Being 
told that this lady was no other than the celebrated 
biographer of her own actions Mrs. Filkinglon, 1 bad 
thecuriosity to take a nearer view of her; when step- 
ping up towards her, and offering my assistance to 
help her down, methought ahe returned uy civility 
* Piiema by Eniioeut La(lic«. Vol. I. page 167, 
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with such an uncourteous slap on the face, thil 
(though I awaked at the instant) I could not belfi 
fancying for some time, that I felt my cheek tiDi ' 
with the blow. 
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— Causam hancjustam fiat in animuni inducUe, 
Ut alitiiia part labarii niniuiliir mihi Tei 

Wrile corraspondenta write, where'er yon will ; 
Twill aave qib truabk, and aiy paper BO. 

Mt publisher having acquainted me, that lie i 
to close the volume with this number, I shall lake 
the opportunity to throw together several letters, 
which I have received in the course of tins work 
and to balance with all my correspondents ; at the 
same time assuring them, that I should be very glad 
to open a fresh account with thero in my oext vo- 

lu the infancy of this undertaking I was honoured 
with a very kind billet from a brother of tlie quill; 
the terms of which I am sorry it was not in my power 
to comply with. It was as follows : 
Dear Sir, 
I can Ite of great assistance to you, if you want 
any help. I will write for you every other week, or 
oftener if you choose it. As a specimen of my 
powers, 1 have sent you nn essay, which is at your 
service. It is short, but a very good one. Your's 
at command, T. Turnpenny. 

P. S. Please to send by the bearer a guinea. 
The contents of the postscript I naturally refeired 
to the consideration of my publisher, who, conse- 
quently had a right to determine ou the goodness of 
my friend's essay : but, whatever was the reason, I 
heard no more of it. The commerce between book- 
seller and author is, indeed, of very great serviWi 

Thil alluiles to the division of volui 

ion nf this 
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ially to the latter : for though I myself must 
nndoubtedly be excepted out of the number, yet it 
must be confessed, that the most famous wits have 
owed their support to this pecuniary intercourse. 
Meat and drink, and the other coveniences of life, 
are as necessary to an author as pen, ink, and paper; 
■ and I remember to have seen id the possession of 
Mr. ToQson a curious manuscript of the great Dry- 
den himKelf, wherein he petitions his bookseller to 
advance a sum of money to his tailor. 

The next letter comes likewise from an author, 
who complains of an evil, which does not, indeedil j 
often aSect many of our fraternity I I mean the cubJ 
torn of giving money to servants. 1 

Dear Mr, Town, 
I have been happy all this winter in having the run 
of a nobleman's table, who was pleased to patronise 
a work of mine, and to which he allowed me the 
honour of prefixing his name in a dedication. We 
geniuses have spirit, you know far beyond our 
pockets ; and (besides the extraordinary cxpence of 
new clothes to appear decent) I assure you I have 
laid out every farthing, that I ever received from his 
lordship's bounty, in tips to his servants. After 
every dinner I was forced to run the gauntlet through 
a long line of powdered pickpockets ; and could not 
but look upon it as a very ridiculous circumstance, 
that I should be obliged to give money to a fellow 
who was dressed much finer than myself. In such 
a case, I am apt to consider the showy waistcoat of 
a foppish footman or butler out of livery, as laced 
down with the shillings and halfcrowns of Uie guests. 
I would therefore beg of you, Mr. Town, to re- 
commend the poor author's case to the consideration, 
of the gentlemen of the cloth; humbly praying, that 
they would be pleased to let ua go scot-free as w« " 
as the clergy ; for though a good meal is in truth 
very comfortable thing to us, it is enongh to blunt 
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tke edge of our amieljles, to coasider tbat we mat 
ufterwsidft [My bo dear for our ordiaary, 
I am. Sir, 

Your bumble Servant, 

Jeffbry Barbbohe«. 
some of my papers I find f have drawn ipoi 
B censure, not only of the free-thinkers, bat<i( ] 
tiie Mornviuns, Methodisti, and other numcn»s { 
settaricH, which have lately started up in oppasitiuii 
to our eslabliahed religion. The following letter oc- 
caaioneJ by my sixly-lirBt number, bears aboul it 
so many marks of an original, that it certaiolycoraes 
from one of their teachers, who (as his style snelb 
so much of the craft) is undoubtedly some inspired 
shoemaker, or enlightened bricklayer. 1 We 
therefore priuted it without any alteratiou, except io 
the spelling. 

MR. CONNOISSEUR. 
I have taken the paias, as usual, to read JHI 
paper, and as you receive letters, 1 thoug;ht pr^MIi 
among the rest, to seud one also, to let you kaow, 
,t I did not know that a cat was capable of con- 
tuting a religious society before. A priest mtj, 
' lie : and so may another rational creature, 
:rhaps ail old woman also. But, Sir, ;«u 
argue, that what a French fool or lunatic says on 
this head, is true; but you make more out, lob- 
serve, from the old woman and the Ieath«m apiM, 
than you do of the cat. For, if old women will, ))t 
do constitute a religious society, I understand t'lom 
the foundation you seem to ar^ue, that you are la 
much un old woman as they. For to argue or res- 
son from an old woman's story, and for all your 
learuiag, an<l policy, and cunuiogoesg, and judft' 
ruent you seem to have, you have but little of your- 
self : and as you seem Co ridicule religion, and con- 
pare it to atheism or lunacy, I would beg the fM 
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r Sir, what religion you are of: but by your 
I fear you are of none at all. 

V doctrine. Sir, that you revile, is the real 

_jei, wliich you will lind so, if you hear it, 
pspare it with the scriptures, if you believ< 

^tute at all. For you say. Sir, that the 
iordinary tenets ot religion are very sue 

J propagated under the sanction of leatherh 
aprons instead of cassocks. Well, and suppose it 
is: you acknowledge it is received by well-dis- 
posed people ; and if it ia, then it is plain you ridi- 
cule it, you are not one of these well-disposed. 
£ut, Sir, this new doctrine, as yon call it, is not 
only propagated under the sanctioa of leathern 
^rons, by barbers, bricklayers, and the like, but 
.by many of the clergy now ia the estabhshed 
church : and if you often went to hear them, but 
not as a critic to carp at what is there spoken, you 
TTOuId understand more what this new doctri 
meant, and whether it diives men to enthusiaai 
and the like, or no. 

Sir, what yon touch on the MoraviEtns, I will 
say any thing about or against; for perhaps it is 
true. But, li^ir, 1 would advise you to know a little 
more of religion experimentally for yourself, before 
you pretend to condemn others. And, Sir, if you 
are informed, that there will be a mad-house built 
on the gTOuud where the Foundery stands, or the 
Methodists' Meeting-buuse, as you call it, perhaps 
there may be as many criticising lunr"'-* — ■* — 
religious ones; and very likely more, 
you would take care you don't bother your bi 
too much about other people's alfairs, lest 1 8h( 
have the pain, not the pleasure, of seeing yon th( 

I have just given you a sketch of the ridicutil 
the new doctrine, and wish you could find 8< 
better employ, if so be it was with a leathern aj 
before you; for I think it would become you bt 
than this point does. Sir, 1 hope you will ex(' 
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ny freedon with yvu, m» others musl yours whk 
ihem. Yuur humble Servant, 

Wish no Harm. 
^Tbe liutt letter, which 1 shall add, conies fronu 
ftnowti coneapondent, who has already obligtid 
'b mure than once, if I may judge from the bud- 



! time (tgo you archly remarked, that theie 
L one woman left, but that the whole eexmi 
ivaled into ladies. You might at the same tine 
e taken notice of the wonderful increase aiiui^ 
sex in the order of gentlemen, 
t Besides those who are uuiversally ackaovJedfccd 
of this rank from tbeir birth and situation in life, 
the cour(«By of fngtand also entitles all persons nho 
carry arms to that dignity ; so that his Majesty's 
three refciments of guards are composed entirely of 
gentlemen ; and every priggish fellow, who can clip 
a queue to his peruke, and bang a sword awkwardly 
dangling by his side, from tbence assumes the ini' 
porbmci^ as well as name of a geatlemaa. Idleness 
and ignorance being too often the disgrace of thou 
who arti gentlemen bom and bred, many invesl 
themselves with that dignity, though with uo other 
(jualifications. If the pride, poverty, or neglect of 
parents, has prevented their son from being bound 
'prentice, or if the idle rascal has shewn his inden- 
tures a light pair of heels, in either case Tom is 
of DO trade and consequently a gentleman. I know 
at this time a man, wbo came from Ireland last 
summer with an hayfork, but before winter raised 
himself to the rank of a gentleman : and every day 
I go to Windmill -street, I see a very honourable 
gentleman belting large sums of money, whom I 
foimerly remember Marker of the Tennis court. Add 
^te this, that all attomies' clerks, 'prentices, — * **^ 
^Ke, are gentlemen ivery evening; and thi 
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^who drudges all the rest of the week behind tbe 
connter) every Sunday, tog'ether with hia laced 
Traistcoat and ruffles, puts on the gentleman, Ever^ 
Bnthor, Mr. Town, is a gentleman, If not an esquire, 
by his profession; and all ihe players, from King 
Richard to the Lieutenant of the Tower, are gen- 
Uemen. 

The body of gentlemen is still more numerous; 
Imt I have not leisure at present to climb up to 
l^rrets, or dive into cellars after them ; f shall ouly 
observe, that many of the above-mentioned membcnt ■ 
of this order die with the same reputation tl 
lived, and go out of the world like Squire Macleail J 
or Gentleman Harry. 

Your humble Servant, &c. 

•,• Before I dismiss this new edition i 
works, I think it my duty to return thanks to m« 
kind readers for their candid reception of theatgj 
Papers, as they were separately published, thougl 
I cannot but be Hensible, that either through haste, 
inadvertence, or other avocations, they unavoidabqi 
abounded with many faults, from which I have eO- 
deavoured to clear them as much as possible in theie^ 
present form, Mr. Faulkner of Dublin is veTy wetg 
come, therefore, to his Irish edition, printed liti' 
ratim from my folio ; and in which, I dare say, t' 
very errors of the press are most religiously preservi 

I cannot but regret, indeed, that there is stilJ 
wanting one principal ornament to these little ro^^ 
lumes : I mean the dedication. Not that there are 
wanting persons highly deserving: of all the praises, 
which the most obsequious and most devoted author 
could possibly lavish on them; for in all ages, and 
in all nations these have always abounded. Latin 
authors, for example, have never failed to pay their 
compliments to the illustrious family of the Issimi; 
such as the laudaliisimi, the emiHeitfiatinii, the COM- 
mendaliitimi, the famigeralimtimi, the doetiaimi, the 
noiliiiimi, ^. and among our own wi\t.iA« v^o \%%« 
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Tnprct haa been aliewn to the nunierovs 
Ihe moNt fomuus, the most ingenious, lb« 
li'timcd, tlie most eminent, ^'C. It in l)ut JvAi^l 
tliat ihoM w)io ufTer the incense ahoulil ' lirebjiil 
altu.' Yet, uotwithatanding I ^ve noticeloi'l' 
rich citizen, nobl«iiian,or others, that mydedicUt' 
should 1)c (lisgiosed of to the (test bidder, I haiE'^ 
ceived DO overtures on that head. In tiiecitjtls 
course of exchange has not yet been estttblistiiii 
and among people of quali^-, the market has 
ovET-itocked, and Sattery is become a meiein- 
while some of them, who have taken up the Inv 
tbemaelves, have perhaps, considered me as a rinl 
or interloper in the business. 

It remains only, to give an account of the aullwn 
concerned in this work. I am sorry that I do ddI 
know the names of any of the volunteers, to wbiffl 
I have been greatly indebted : and as to those, nbi 
have engaged for the drudgery of the week, variDM 
conjectuves have been formed about them. Sune 
are sure, that the papers signed T. are written bj 
Mr. Sucha one, — because it is the first letter of iu> 
id otht;rs, by another, — because it is noi: 

mark of the Honourable , or Lord 

they know it by the style : and W idui>I 
k of a certain famous wit, and no other; 
i^Aut Eraimui, AiU Diabotvs. But to put the 
matternut of all doubl, and to satisfy the curiosity 
of ray readers, all I am at liberty at present to &• 
vnlge b, that none of the papers (to my knowledge) 

were written by the Honourable , or Lord , 

X — -, Esquire ; but thai those which are marked 
_ ith a T, and those with an O, and those with a W, 
_f»s well as those which hereafter may perhaps be 
■-Signed N,) are furnished by the ingenious aod 
learned gentleman, who has subscribed bia name to 
T,0,W,N. 
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